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PROCEEDI NGS

M5. SULLIVAN.  Good norning, Board nenbers and
menbers of the public and parties who have cases before
us. W're going to go ahead and call this neeting to
order. M name is Rebecca Sullivan, and | amthe acting
Chair of the State Election Board, and we will start with
an invocation and Pl edge of All egiance, which | have asked
M. Mashburn to | ead us in.

(I nvocati on)

(Pl edge of All egi ance)

M5. SULLIVAN.  For purposes of the record, I'd like
to go ahead and take roll and establish a quorum M. Le,

pl ease acknow edge your presence.

o

LE: Present.

SULLI VAN: M. Mashburn?
MASHBURN:  Present.

SULLI VAN:  Ms. Ghazal ?

5 H 3 O

GHAZAL: Present.
M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you. The first itemon our

agenda today is the introduction of a new Board nenber.

At this tinme, | would Iike to introduce Ms. Sara Tindall
Ghazal. M. Ghazal was appointed to the State El ection
Board to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of
David Wrley. | amnot aware whether M. Wrley is online

today, but | would like to take this opportunity to thank




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

himfor his 17 years of public service on the State

El ection Board. | have enjoyed serving al ongside M.
Wrley for eight of those years, and on behal f of the
Board, | would like to publicly commend himfor his

t hought ful , dedi cated, and honorable service to the State
of Georgia. | would also like to welconme Ms. Ghazal. She
Is an attorney and cones to us with nmuch experience in

el ections, having worked for the Carter Center and the
Denocratic Party of Georgia, as well having been a

candi date for public office. Wlcone to the State

El ection Board, Ms. Chazal. On behalf of the Board,
thank you for accepting your party’s nom nation, and we

| ook forward to working with you. |If you' d like --

M5. GHAZAL: Thank you so nuch, Chair Sullivan. And
yes, just very briefly, | just wanted to reiterate your
thanks to ny predecessor, David Wrley. He served a
trenmendous service for the voters of Georgia, and | have
very big shoes to fill, and | ook forward to working with
all of you in the com ng nonths and years.

M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you so nuch. The next itemon
the agenda is approval of the Board neeting m nutes. W
have m nutes for the February 24th, 2021 Board neeting and
hearing as well as the April 28th, 2021 Board neeting and
hearing. Those m nutes have been distributed anong the

Board nenbers, and we’ve all had an opportunity to revi ew.
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At this tine, it would be appropriate for a notion to
approve those m nutes.

MR MASHBURN. So nove.

M5. LE: Second.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion and a second. Is
there any discussion? All in favor, please signify by
sayi ng aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Any opposed? None, and that notion
carries. W’re going to junp right on in to the
consi deration of rules to post for public comment. At
this time, the Board will consider a nunber of anmendnents
to the State Election Board rules to post for public
comment based on the passage of Senate Bill 202. |
anticipate that the Board will consider the anendnent of
several rules and/or new rules in our upcom ng neetings.
The set of rules we will consider today is only the first
bat ch for considerati on based upon the necessity of
I npl ementati on of SB 202 for the upcom ng mnuni ci pa

elections. Wile the Board nenmbers have received a revi ew

of the rules we will consider -- that we will consider
today in advance, | will ask M. Germany at this tinme to
give a brief overview of the rules. [If any of the Board

nmenbers have questions or would |ike to engage in

di scussi on about the rules, please feel free to pose them
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during his presentation. M. Germany?

MR, GERMANY: Thank you, Madam Chair. This is Ryan
Germany. |'’mthe General Counsel of the Secretary of
State’s Ofice. As Ms. Sullivan said, what we're doing
today or what will be in front of the Board is voting to
post rules for public coment, so if -- if the Board
approves that, these draft rules will be posted for public
coment. The Board will then come back in about 30 days
and vote on whether or not to adopt the rules, and | think
Ms. Sullivan also said the rules that we’re | ooking at
today are the ones that we felt needed to be in place
prior to Novenber’s mnunicipal elections. | think there’'s

-- there’'s certainly additional rules based on SB 202 t hat

need to be done and that we’re still working on, so |
envision that -- that we will have a | ot of these types of
things in our -- in our future neetings up through next
year .

So I'll gointo the rules that -- that |’ m proposing
the Board post for public comment. |1’mgoing to start

wi th the docunent that’s revisions to subject 183-1-12,
and the -- the first one is anendnent to the |ogic and
accuracy testing. The anmendments are on page 3 of the
packet that was submitted to the Board, and all this does
-- this is changes to 183-1-12-.08, |ogic and accuracy

testing. SB 202 put in new rules about notification of
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when | ogic and accuracy testing is happening, and so this
proposed change just puts that change into rule.

The next change is on page 6 of the -- the packets in
front of you, and it also deals with | ogic and accuracy
testing. There was a couple of counties in Novenber that
iss -- poll pad issues, and then one county did a good job
going to what we call nmanual ballot activation, how you
can bring up a ballot using a code on the touch screen.
The other county did not do as good of a job, so what we
put in place here is a requirenent in |ogic and accuracy
testing to test the ballot activation part of the
procedure as well, so that’s on page 6.

The next change is in -- is on page 17 of the packets
in front of you, and it is a change to rule 183-1-12-.11,
whi ch is conducting elections, and this deals with polling
pl ace wait tines recordings. SB 202 put in the
requi rement that any polling place that has a wait tine of
nore than an hour at any point in the day has to take
certain actions to -- to basically relieve that burden
prior to the next election, and so this rule puts in place
how t he county is to neasure that or when they're going to
nmeasure it, and then howit’'s to be -- how that
information is going to be submtted to the Secretary of
State’s Ofice.

The next change is on page 25 of the packet, 183-1-
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12-.12, tabulating results. These changes go to the part
of SB 202 that requires counties to submt the total

nunmber of votes they received no |ater than 10PMthe ni ght
of the election. On page 25, the change just said as soon
-- as soon as possible after the poll is closed. The pol
manager shall advise the el ection superintendent of the
total nunber of ballots scanned in the ballot scanner, the
total nunber of provisional ballots issued, and the total
nunber bei ng cast but unscanned ballots in a scanner
emergency bin. That’'s just going to getting -- getting
the total nunber of ballots cast at each precinct.

The next change is on page 27. This deals with the
part of SB 202 that says counting shall basically continue
wi t hout ceasing until pro -- all properly cast ballots are
processed, and we felt that we needed to define shall not
cease that it allowed for reasonable and Iimted breaks so
|l ong as ballots continue, and it also states that if -- if
there’s a technical or nechanical issue or energency
circunstance that basically doesn’t allow counting to
continue, then the superintendent can basically declare
t hose circunstances exist and do a report in witing to
the Secretary of State, and then resunme when -- when
accurate and reliable counting can resune after the
enmergency or technical issue has been -- has been dealt

with., | think the point we want to get there is yes, it




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

needs to be done as quickly as possible, but if there’'s
sonme circunstance that doesn’'t allow for accurate and
reliable counting, then obviously, that needs to be
precedence towards absol ving that.

On page 28 of the packet in front of you, publicly
posting total nunber of ballots cast after the polls,
again, that deals with the part of SB 202 that requires
publicly posting the total nunber of ballots cast. Wat
we're trying to think about is the best way for counties
to post those nunbers and then al so nmake them avail able to
the public, so it says that maybe they ve got to post them
on their website if they have one. |f they do not have a
website, they have to post themon the door of their
headquarters, and at the sane tine they' re posted, they
have to provide those nunbers to the Secretary of State's
Ofice so that the Secretary of State can make them public
in a nore aggregated fashion.

The final proposed edit to -- tothis rule, .11, is a
reconciliation report on page 29 of the packet in front of
you. It says no later than 30 days follow ng the
el ection, the superintendent shall turn into the Secretary
of State a reconciliation report that reconciles the
aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct, and
any di screpancies between the ballots cast and nunber --

and voters who received credit shall be investigated and

10
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11

reported to the Secretary of State.

The next change is a change to rule 183-1-12-. 13,
storage of returns. |It’s on page 26 of your packet, and
it goes to the part of SB 202 that makes ball ot inmages a
public record, and so this change clarifies that ball ot
I mages are subject to public disclosure, and the el ection
superintendent shall retain copies of all ballot inmges
prior to depositing election materials to the clerk of
superior court to ensure the ability to provide public
access to ball ot inmages.

The next change is -- and | believe all the renaining
changes in this chapter of the rules are in 183-1-12-.018,
provi sional ballots, and this is to deal with SB 202’ s
change to provisional balloting where ballots cast out of
precinct are not going to count unless they're -- until
it’s after 5 o' clock, and the voter submts sonething that
says they cannot get to their precinct in tinme. So this
changes the instructions that poll workers give -- give
voters to nmake sure that that’s clear, and those changes
are on page 39, 40, 41, 42, and 43. Those are the changes
to chapter -- under subject 183-1-12.

The other rules that we're going to propose for
posting today are revisions to subject 183-1-14, which is
absentee voting, and there’s two changes to that. One is

a change to 183-1-14-.12, eligibility of application for
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absentee ballot. This is to deal wth the changes in SB
202 that change how an absentee voter is verified going
fromthe signature verification to the driver’s |icense or
ot her 1 D-based verification, so it just clarifies on page
3 of the packet that the next -- the next packet of 183-1-
14 that woul d have to be submtted on the application with
el ector’s name, date of birth, address, the address where
the elector wishes their ballot to nmailed, the nunber of
his or her driver’s |license nunber or other allowable
identification, and the signature of the applicant.

W also clarify in this rule that web-based tools or
applications that allow people to basically submt their
information online and then fill out the formthat way --
so basically, if you put -- if a tool lets you submt your
information, and it fills out the formfor you, you would
then still have to print out the form sign it, and submt
it, but it just clarifies that that is allowed. However,
confidential votes -- those type of tools and applications
are all owed, but confidential voter information entered
into these web-based tools or applications shall not be
stored, sold, distributed by any entity or person nor used
for any comrercial purposes. |If a person gives express
witten consent, non-confidential voter information that
Is entered into those tools can be stored but shall not be

sold or used by any entity or person for any conmercia




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

13

pur poses. Wat we tried to do here was to basically
mrror the provisions for third-party voter registration
drivers where, you know, basically, certain materia
information on the registration forns can be -- can be
kept when given the consent of the voter, but confidential
i nformation, of course, cannot be kept under any

ci rcunst ance.

This -- this rule also tal ks about the disclainer
that now has to be on absentee ball ot applications that
are -- that are sent around by third parties, and it has
the disclainer that’s in SB 202, and it clarifies --
essentially copying sone of the regulations fromthe

Federal El ection Comm ssion about disclaimers on el ection

or other political nmail. That disclainer shall be
sufficient font size and be clearly readable -- the 12-
poi nt type satisfies that size requirenent -- be contained

in a printed box set apart fromthe other content

comruni cations, and be printed with a reasonabl e degree of
col or contrast between the background and printed
disclainmer. The regulation clarifies that the color
contrast requirement is satisfied if it is printed in
white text on a back -- on a black background or if the
degree of contrast between the background col or and the

di sclainmer text color is as |least as great as the degree

of contrast between the background col or and the col or of
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14

the largest text in the conmmunication. And again,
believe that's -- that’s essentially copying kind of

di sclaimer regulations that are fromthe Federal Election
Conmi ssion and that you would normally see on politica
mai | i ngs.

The final rule that we’'re proposing for posting today
is a newrule, 183-1-14-.12. Sorry, 183-1-14-.14, and
this deals with early absentee ballot processing. This
largely mirrors the enmergency rule that was put in place
| ast year, and then SEB 202 put in early ballot processing
into CGeorgia code, and so this rule puts in place the --
the regul ati ons for observation, for reconciliation, for
maki ng sure that basically kind of voter privacy is kept
during this tinme, and that -- and it puts in regul ations
i ncl udi ng oat hs of anybody who is participating in that --
in this process to ensure that no results are -- are, of
course, received or even kind of guessed or estimated by
anybody tal king about this process.

So those are the changes we’re posting today, as
Chair Sullivan said -- or |I'"mproposing that the Board
post for public comment today. As Chair Sullivan said,
there are additional rules that we are working on that we
believe will need -- will need to be posted to deal wth
the changes from SB 202. W’'re also getting -- getting

guestions and comments from counties, other people, to
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help deal with -- to help us see kind of what rules m ght
be needed, and |I'’m happy to -- to take any questions from
any Board nenbers.

M5. SULLIVAN: Do any Board nenbers have any
questions for M. Germany? Thank you, M. Germany. |
know that this represents a lot of staff work on the part
of the Secretary of State’s Ofice, as well as the Rules
Wor ki ng Group, and we appreciate your efforts in this
regard. As stated before, all that is required of the
Board at this point is a vote to post these rules for
public comment. Unless any Board nenber objects, | wll
entertain a notion to post themas a bloc instead of
voting on each rule individually at this tinme. Are there
any objections to considering these rules as a bloc?

MR. MASHBURN: No obj ecti on.

M5. SULLIVAN. Do we have a notion to post these
rules for public conment? 1’1l go ahead and restate the
rules: 183-1-12-.08, 183-1-12-.11, 183-1-12-.12, 183-1-12-
.13, 183-1-12-.18, 183-1-14-.12, and 183-1-14-.14.

MR, MASHBURN:. | nove that the rules be posted as
presented for public coment.

M5. SULLIVAN. We have a notion to post the rules for
public comment. Do we have a second?

M5. GHAZAL: Second.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion and a second. Is




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

there any further discussion? Al in favor, please
signify by saying aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN: Any opposed? None, and these rules
wi Il be posted for public corment. The next item on our
agenda i s appoi ntnent of a performance revi ew panel. OCGA
section 21-2-106 requires that upon the request of at
| east two nmenbers of the CGeorgia House of Representatives
and two nmenbers of the Georgia Senate who represent a
county that is represented in the General Assenbly by nore
than three nenbers of both the House and the Senate, the
State El ection Board shall appoint an independent
performance review board within 30 days after receiving a
request that a performance review of a | ocal election
official be conducted. That code section requires that
the State El ection Board appoint three conpetent persons
to serve of nenbers of the performance review board, one
of whom shall be an enpl oyee of the Elections Division of
the Secretary of State and two of whomshall be |oca
el ection officials, provided that no such appoi ntee shal
be a | ocal election official for the county or
muni ci pality of the applicable under review.

The | aw further provides that it shall be the duty of
a performance review board to nake a thorough and conpl ete

I nvestigation of the |ocal election official with respect

16
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to all actions of the local election official regarding
the technical conpetency and the nmi ntenance and operation
of el ection equi pnent, proper adm nistration and oversi ght
of registration and el ections, and conpliance with state

| aw and regul ati ons. The performance review board is
required by law to issue a witten report of its findings
to the Secretary of State, the State El ection Board, and
the | ocal governing authority, which shall include such
eval uati ons, judgenents, and reconmendations it deens
appropri ate.

The State El ection Board has received requests froma
requi site nunber of nmenbers of the Georgia Senate and the
Ceorgi a House of Representatives that a perfornmance review
of Fulton County | ocal elected officials be conducted
pursuant to OCGA 21-2-106. Accordingly, this Board is
required by law to appoint three persons to serve on a
per formance revi ew board of Fulton County |ocal elected
officials. W have before us a bipartisan slate of
candi dates to consider for appointnment for this purpose.
The slate for consideration before us today is Stephen
Day, who is a nmenber of the Gm nnett County Board of
El ections, Ricky Kittle, who currently serves as the Chair
of the Catoosa County Board of Elections, and Ryan
Germany, who is the General Counsel for the Sec -- Georgia

Secretary of State.

17
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At this tine, | will entertain a notion to appoint
this slate of individuals to serve on a performance revi ew
board of Fulton County |local elected officials.

MR. MASHBURN. | nove that the slate be adopted and
accepted as present ed.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion. Do we have a
second?

M5. LE: | second it.

M5. SULLIVAN. At this tinme, it would be the
appropriate time for any discussion by the Board nenbers
regardi ng this notion.

M5. GHAZAL: Chair Sullivan?

M5. SULLIVAN: Yes, please go ahead.

M5. GHAZAL: First, I'd like to reiterate as you
stated that the State El ection Board has no discretion
wWith regards to this appointnment, so we are nandated by
law to -- to make this appointnent. It is both ny hope
and expectation that the nenbers of the review board who
have been nom nated today will take their jobs very
seriously and will engage in the review wth the singular
goal in mnd how best Fulton County’s El ection Board and
staff can serve the voters of Fulton County. Any election
office has two goals: to ensure that every eligible voter
can access their ballot and cast it by the nethod of their

choosing and that those ballots are counted accurately and
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transparently in such a way that it assures the public
that they can have trust in the outcone.

| al so understand that the performance revi ew board
is going to be under trenmendous political pressure on both
sides to conme to preordai ned conclusions, but | -- know ng
the menbers of this Board, | trust that they' Il resist the
pressure and approach their task with an open m nd. The
narrative driving this pressure has been influenced by
di si nformati on surroundi ng the Novenber 2020 el ection, but
the fact renmmins that Fulton County voters have reported
numer ous problens for far | onger than Novenber 2020,
particularly surrounding registration and absent ee
ballots, so | -- | urge Fulton County to review this
performance revi ew board as an opportunity to have fresh
eyes on their systens and their procedures and identify
areas of inprovenment. | understand that the County is in
the process of hiring external consultants to review the
County’s operations. | hope that the review board will be
able to work together with these consultants to ensure
that eligible voters of Fulton County receive the service
and the el ections that they deserve.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Thank you, Ms. Ghazal. M. Mashburn,
woul d you like to make any conments?

MR. MASHBURN: Just a few observations about the

slate of candidates, that | think the slate of candi dates

19
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does a very good job of balancing | arge netropolitan areas
and counties with a nore rural area, bal ances

bi parti sanshi p, has a Republican and a Denocrat, and, of
course, has Ryan Germany, whose skill as a | awyer,

know edge of election |law, and deneanor as a person are --
are unmat ched, so | think, you know, we’ve got a great

sl ate of candi dates here that have been carefully bal anced
toreflect all -- all interests so that the accusations
that we’ve heard in the past that this is just a
Republ i can hatchet job against Fulton County is just not -
- just not reflected by this slate of candidates. | just
wanted to al so conplinent these individuals for their
willingness to serve. They're all very experienced in
this, so they know that this is a -- a |argely thankl ess
task except for the voters who are benefited on El ection
Day when these problens are resol ved.

And | would -- | would join in Sara’ s conment that
this is an invitation to Fulton that it would be very nice
for the Board to able to report when their report cones
out that -- that this was a problembut in the neantine,
we’'ve -- we’'ve seen this be cured and this be fixed, so
that would -- that would be a great part of the report.

So | encourage Fulton to just -- to keep trying to inprove
and not just throw up their hands and say well, it’s al

in the hands of the Board now.

20
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M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you, M. Mshburn. Any
addi ti onal comments? Wuld any of the Board nenbers |ike
to nake a notion to appoint this slate of individuals to
serve on a performance review board of Fulton County
el ected officials at this tine?

MR MASHBURN: | think it’s nade, with a second.

M5. SULLIVAN. Oh, we did. That’s right. Thank you,
M. Mashburn. That was a little while ago. W have a --
we have a notion and a second. Al in favor, please vote
-- signify by saying aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Any opposed? Then that notion passes.
Thank you. W’'re going to nove onto the investigation
report, so first block of cases on our agenda are the
consent cases. There are two cases on the agenda that
have been continued. That is SEB case nunber 2020- 148,

G eene County and SEB case nunber 2020-256, Fulton County.
Are there any cases on this list that any of the Board
nmenbers would like to pull off for separate discussion?

MR, MASHBURN: | do not have any that | would like to
have pul | ed out.

M5. SULLIVAN: It |ooks like we -- none of the Board
menbers want to pull off any of these cases. Do we have
any conpl ainants or Respondents that are on this call that

woul d |i ke to speak to any of these individual cases?

21
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M5. THOMAS: No. W do not have any for these ones.

M5. SULLIVAN: Ckay. At this tine, | will entertain
a notion.

M5. THOVAS: W had someone raise their hand.

M5. SULLIVAN. Ch. Just a nonent.

M5. THOMAS: All right. Denise Miehr? You may --

M5. MJEHR  Yes.

M5. THOMAS: -- speak now.

M5. MJEHR  Yes.

M5. THOVAS: Just wondering which case you' re here
for?

M5. MJEHR It’s 2020-000157, but |I'’mnot seeing it
on this slate of nunbers. WIIl it be comng up at a later
time?

\%S)

THOVAS. Yes. W’re just discussing these

consent cases right now.

o

5 5 B

\%S)

MJEHR: Ckay. | apologize. | wll stand back.
SULLI VAN.  Not a problem

MJUEHR: Thank you.

THOVAS: Jam da Orange? You may unnute yourself.
ORANGE: Jamida, |'mjust here to listen.

SULLI VAN:  Ckay. Thank you. GCkay. W will go

ahead and vote to dism ss the consent cases as a bl oc,

pul ling out, of course, those two cases that were

continued. Now would be the appropriate tine for a
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nmot i on.

MR. MASHBURN: | nove that those cases be processed
in accordance with the matters that have been presented.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion. 1Is there a second?

M5. LE: | second.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Any further discussion? Al in favor,
pl ease signify by saying aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN. And there are none opposed, and those
cases W ll be dism ssed. The next cases are -- set of
cases are letter cases. Do any of the Board nenbers want
to pull off any of these cases for separate di scussion or
consi deration?

MR. MASHBURN: | do not, Matt Mashburn.

M5. SULLIVAN: Ckay. Do we have any individuals on
the call who would Iike to speak to one of these cases,
ei ther a conpl ai nant or a Respondent ?

M5. THOVAS: W do have Ezek -- Ezell Brown and
Sergeant Victoria Hamond and Attorney Wlliam Craig, and
M. Ezell Brown is the Sheriff of Newton County. They are
on the call to speak towards this case.

M5. SULLIVAN. That’'s case 2020-1147?

M5. THOVAS: Yes. 2020-114 for Newton County. M.
Ezell, | did see you when you signed up, but I don’t see

your nane now. |f you could raise your hand, so |I could
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see which account you' re | ogged under. All right. You
may unnute yoursel f now.

M5. SULLIVAN. Well, let’'s -- are there any ot her
cases right now that we have nenbers to speak to --

i ndi vidual s to speak to?

MR, TOLLEY: Gkay. Can you hear ne, Chairnan
Sul I'i van?

M5. SULLIVAN. Yes, we can hear you.

MR TOLLEY: Al right. M nane is Edward Tol | ey.
I"ma |awer in Athens, Georgia, and | represent Sheriff
Ezell Brown in this conplaint of illegal canpaigning,
whi ch he --

M5. SULLIVAN. kay. Just a nonent, M. Tolley. |
think 1”1l ask Ms. Watson to go ahead and give us an
overview of this case if we're pulling it off for
di scussion and then give you an opportunity to speak.

MR. TCOLLEY: Al right, nma’ am

M5. SULLIVAN.  Thank you. This is SEB case nunber
2020- 1147

M5. WATSON: Yes. A conplaint regarding illega
canpai gni ng during the Newton County 2020 general el ection
was reported. According to the conplaint, Sheriff Ezell
Brown was canpai gni ng outsi de the Newton County
adm ni strative building, which served as a polling

precinct during the early voting period. He was seen
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speaking with voters in line in a nobile canpaign
bi || board endorsing Brown circling the voting precinct.
I nvestigation reveal ed the conpl ai nant provi ded pictures
and videos of the nmobile billboard. A followup interview
reveal ed that Newton County Coroner Tommy Davis was al so
seen canpai gni ng outsi de the precinct.

| nvestigators interviewed Sheriff Brown, and he
stated he was present outside the Newton County
adm ni strative building, but he denied he was canpai gni ng.
He stated he was there to assess the situation of |ong
lines and to respond to a nedical enmergency. However,
there were several sheriff deputies assigned to the
polling precinct, and there were no dispatch calls for
service at the admnistrative building on that date. The
el ection supervisor inforned Sheriff Brown that he could
not be present at the polling precinct, and he agreed to
| eave. However, he returned to the precinct a few days
| ater to provide the election supervisor with a copy of
OCGA 15-16-10, which he believed authorized himto be
present at any polling precinct. He was in uniform when
he entered the polling precinct. There were voters
present, and he was not there to cast his ballot.

Regardi ng the nobile billboard, Sheriff Brown stated
the nobile billboard was donated to his canpaign, and he

did not instruct the driver of any particular route.
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Investigators interviewed the driver of the nobile
bill board, David Allen [ph.]. He confirned he drove the
nobi l e billboard past the polling precinct, stated he was
not famliar with the area, and he was not aware that he
coul d not drive past the polling precinct and stated he
was not instructed by anyone to drive a particular route.
| nvestigators interviewed Newton County Coroner Tonmy
Davis. He admitted to driving past the polling precinct
in his personal vehicle that had had a canpai gn sign
nounted on it. However, he stated he was just on his way
to get breakfast and driving past the adm nistrative
bui | ding was the nost direct route to the restaurant.

Qur recommendation is for all Respondents to be
issued a letter of instruction and any future violations
to be referred to the Attorney Ceneral

M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you, Ms. Watson. Go ahead, M.
Tol | ey.

MR, TOLLEY: Yes, ma’am On Friday, | prepared a
notion to dismss this allegation against Sheriff Brown.
| served the counsel, M. Gernmany, to the Secretary of
State. W dispute factually what’s just been said, and
"1l address that in a mnute, but I want to address the
nmotion to dismss, whichis in witing and filed with the
State El ection Board, first. And first of all, the

di spute here in a nutshell involves whether or not Title
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21-2-41(4)(b) overrules in effect Title 15-16-10(a)(3)(8),

and stated very sinply, if a constitutional officer, which

he is -- and the brief sets out the case | aw that supports
that -- he has a duty, which is a conmand statenent, to
attend on any el ection precincts. It’s not an option for

himto not attend. He can attend by appointing peopl e,
but he hinmself nmust performthe duties inposed by | aw
whi ch appertain to his office.

This -- as we understand it, the two people who had

canpai gn signs that drove by did not do so at the

direction of the sheriff. | believe that’'s a finding.
And they are really -- whatever -- whatever the Board does
about them the Board just does, but in -- in terns of the

sheriff being at the precinct in uniform that is his job.
And | have gone on to argue in ny brief why this
shoul d be dismssed. In a nutshell, Title 15 says -- let
nme get the book out. | wish | could see the Board and
show the Board what |’ m | ooking at, but Title 15-16-10,
subsection 3, says it is the duty of the sheriff to attend
in the same manner specified -- that sanme matter is upon
all sessions -- both this subsection -- at the place or
pl aces of holding an election at the county site on the
date of an election fromthe opening to the closing of the
polls and to take under his charge all subordi nate

officers present as the police to preserve order. In
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addi ti on, paragraph 8 of that subsection says he is to
perform such other duties as are or may be inposed by | aw.
It is actually a m sdemeanor for the sheriff to refuse or
fail to attend the polls.

Now, | agree that there is a conflict between Title
15 and Title 21 on canpaign activity, but as |I’ve argued
inthis brief, if the legislature had intended to prevent
a sheriff who is also a candidate fromattending a polling
| ocation -- the legislature could have easily done so. |
made a citation to a couple of Georgia cases. So you've
got a conflict in the statutes. The sheriff is mandated
to go into the polling places. |f he doesn’'t go, he
violates his duty, and it’s actually a m sdeneanor. But
i f he does go, according to the investigator and according
to the election supervisor, then he has violated Title 21.
The two cannot be reconcil ed.

It is not -- it is not upto -- it’s not up to the
State Election Board to decide that they woul d apply one
statute over the other because Title 15, which governs the
duties of the sheriff in an election, -- Title 15 is a
specific statute that | would argue, and | believe is the
| aw, that overrules the general election statute. As |
said, the legislature can change this. They could have
changed it. They could have said otherw se. But | think

this Board should be aware that this statute essentially
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has been around since the 1800s w thout change. 1799 was
actually the date it was enacted the first tinme, and it’s
never been a controversy before.

Now, -- so our notion is to just sinply dismss this
al | egati on against the sheriff. W do have three
W tnesses here to contest the allegations in the report if
the Board wishes to go forward and hear fromthem but
it’s my notion right now, at this level, that this
al | egation agai nst Sheriff Brown, who is a four-term
Sheriff for Newton County -- he’s a gubernati onal
appoi ntee to inportant boards for the State of Georgia.
This is very inportant to him and | nove that this be
di sm ssed.

M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you, M. Tolley. Do any of the
Board nenbers have questions for M. Tolley? M.
Mashbur n?

MR. MASHBURN. Well, | think that presentation was
excellent. Georgia has a unique history, and it was one
of the purposes that the voter protection bubbl e was
installed, that in the past there were many incidences
where people waiting in line were pulled out of |ine and
intimdated and beaten, and it was al nost al ways the
sheriff. Now, there’'s no allegation that this sheriff has
done anyt hing other than canpaign, but that’s where the

voter protection bubble cane from and |I’'d al ways puzzl ed
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nyself -- or pondered nyself why was it always the
sheriffs that were doing it? And so | think the statute
m ght provide the answer for that. 1’ve also been a pol
wat cher for many, many years, and | know exactly where the
hundr ed-and-fifty-foot barrier is, and I -- based on ny
personal experience, | feel that the sheriff can fulfil
his duties under Chapter 15 -- Title 15 froma hundred and
fifty foot away, and if anything needs to be handl ed
closer in, he can send a deputy. The sheriff could send
in a deputy. So | nove that the notion to dism ss not be
accepted and couple that notion with a notion that the
|l etter of instruction be issued as presented.

M5. SULLIVAN. Okay. W have a notion on the table.
I's there a second?

M5. LE: This is Anh Le. | have a comment as well

before | second this notion. 21-2-4-14, section d, is

uni versal. Aside from M. Mshburn’s concern, which is
well taken as well, it is universal to all candi dates, and
it’s -- it’s intended also to create a level playing field

for candidates and voters alike to have elections free of
-- of intimdation or influence as voters go to cast their
votes, so | stand firmwith the notion on the table, but
also | would also Iike to ask whether or not there was a
deputy available to M. Brown on the day of, subject to

15-16-10 (2) -- (8)(2). Subsection (8)(2) says that the
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sheriff or his deputies could attend, so did he have a
deputy avail abl e that day?

MR. TOLLEY: Are we unnuted? Can you hear ne, Chair
Sul I'i van?

M5. SULLIVAN: Yes. Yes. o ahead. Yes. Go ahead,
M. Tolley.

MR, TOLLEY: Al right. |If you please, | have three
W tnesses to address the issue at hand. Qoviously,
there’s no allegation -- | nmean, all we have to go onis a
specific allegation against this sheriff, and the specific
all egation in the notice of hearing, which is a due
process matter, is that when he -- when he entered the
polling precinct to speak with the el ection supervisor
regarding the allegations against him So that is the

notice that we received of a violation, and that’s what

we’' re defending. But having said that, | do have a
sergeant here that called the sheriff due to the illness
of a -- of a person. | do have the sheriff here who

wi shes to speak, and | do have the former county attorney
who has advi sed the sheriff and all the other sheriffs
that have ever served in this county that this -- that the
sheriff nust attend, and his attendance is |lawful, and
this statute does not Iimt the sheriff to a hundred and
fifty feet.

| understand what M. Mashburn was saying. |'min
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synpathy with his interpretation, but that is not in the
law, and that's all we can go on is what the statute says.
So if the Chair wishes, | amprepared to put up these
W t nesses.

M5. SULLIVAN. If the sheriff would |ike to speak,
the Board is happy to hear from him

MR, TOLLEY: Al right. Well, may | start then with
Sergeant Victoria Hamond, who -- there were -- there were
seven polling places in Newon County. Seven. This
al l egation only involves one polling place, and it
i nvol ves the sheriff going to that polling place for a
specific reason, so with your permssion, | will swear in

Sergeant Hammond, and then | wll ask her to nmake a

statenent to the Chair. |Is that all right, Chairnman
Sul I'i van?

M5. SULLIVAN. | -- | don’t -- | don't think that is
necessary at this point, M. Tolley. | nmean, this is --

this case, the recommendation and the notion that is on
the table is to dismss this case with a letter of
instruction. There is no need to have w tness testinony
at this point. Yes, Ms. Le, did you want to be
recogni zed?

M5. LEE Yes. | think there is a notion on the table
to accept by M. Mashburn. | was thinking of seconding

it, but | would Ii ke to nake a new notion, M. Mashburn,
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if that would be all right with you, seeing that this is a
contested issue. | would like to nove that we send this
to the Attorney Ceneral’s O fice for review

M5. SULLIVAN. Okay. Well, we have a notion on the
table right nowto issue a letter of instruction, so |
don’t think we can consider a notion at this point unless
M. Mashburn wanted to wi thdraw that notion.

MR MASHBURN: 1’1l wthdraw ny notion and al |l ow Anh
Le’s notion to take precedence over ny notion and then
second Anh Le’s notion.

M5. SULLIVAN. Okay. So we have a notion and a
second to go ahead -- and is this to refer all three
Respondents to the Attorney General’s Ofice or just the -
- Sheriff Brown?

MR. MASHBURN:. Just Sheriff Brown, right?

M5. LE: Just Sheriff Brown, please.

M5. SULLIVAN: Ckay. So the notion on the table that
has been seconded is to refer the allegations regarding
Sheriff Brown to the Attorney General’s Ofice. At that
point, M. Tolley, you wll be able to swear in wtnesses
and continue your argunment at that point before the
Attorney General’s Ofice in the formal hearing should
your client so wish. So we have a notion and a second on
the table. 1Is there any further discussion? Al in favor

of the notion, please signify by saying aye.
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THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLI VAN  And there are none opposed, so that
notion passes. W do have two additional Respondents in
this case, and the recommendation is to issue a letter of
instruction to those two Respondents. Do we have a notion
to proceed with that?

MR, MASHBURN: | nove that we proceed with a letter
of instruction in both cases.

M5. SULLIVAN: |Is there a second?

M5. LE: 1'Il second it.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Any further discussion? Al in favor,
pl ease signify by saying aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN.  And there are none opposed so that
concl udes our discussion of 2020-114. W are going to
pul | off SEB case nunber 2020-139 for discussion per the
request of Board Menber Ghazal. M. Watson, would you
m nd giving us an overview and qui ck summary of that case?
139, yes. That’'s DeKal b County.

M5. WATSON. Yes. A conplaint alleging that Dunwoody
Li brary advance polling | ocation in DeKalb County had an
unsecur ed absentee ball ot drop box was reported in Cctober
of 2020. Investigation showed the conpl ai nant reported a
poll worker at the poll |ocation was able to access the

i nside of the ballot box which did appear to be -- did not
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appear to be secured. The poll manager advised that she
initially directed voters wanting to drop off absentee
ballots to the official drop box |ocated at Dunwoody Gty
Hall. She advised after she was given direction fromthe
director, Erica Hamlton, that she could accept absentee
ballots at the polls, she began accepting the ballots, and
they were placed in the box | abeled ballot box that was in
public view and was al ways being patrolled by herself or
one of the other poll managers.

An investigator observed the box that was secured
wth a zip tie. The opening at the top was too small for
the absentee ball ot envelopes to fit in, so the top of the
box had to be raised for the absentee envel opes to be
inserted. The box was secured at night according to the
manager in a location that only she had access to. The
plan was to enpty the box at the end of early voting and
put in a transfer formand deliver the absentee ballots to
the main office. After discussion, the poll manager
advi sed she woul d arrange the absentee ballots that she
had received to be delivered to the main office and woul d
not accept any further absentee ballots in this method.

| nvestigation reveal ed that the poll manager of the
Dunwoody Li brary advance voting | ocation was properly
deputized as a registrar to legally accept absentee

bal | ot s and had accepted absentee ballots only for several
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days during the advance voting period. As set forth in
the Georgia voting rules, the makeshift drop box at the
Dunwoody |ibrary did not use the continuous reporting or
noti on-detected video recording device to nonitor the drop
box, was not constructed of material -- durable materials,
and was not able to withstand el enents and weat her. The
opening slot did not mnimze the ability for |ooking in,
and it was not securely fastened to the ground or to an

I movabl e fi xture.

They did not stop using the box imediately -- |I'm
sorry. They did stop using the box inmediately upon
notification regarding the conplaint. There were -- the
absentee ballots that had been collected were imredi ately
transferred and were processed at that tinme. CQur
recommendation is for Erica Hamlton and for the DeKalb
County Board of Election and Regi stration be issued a
letter of instruction -- instruction, as the absentee
ball ots that were collected during the short tinme they
utilized the box were transferred to the main office, and
the box renoved under CGeorgia State Election Board rule
183-1-14-.06-.14, 1 through 9, secure absentee ballot drop
boxes.

M5. THOVAS: Irene Vander Els is on the line.
M5. SULLI VAN:  Ckay.
M5. LEE M. Sullivan, this is Anh Le. | -- just
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bef ore you continue further, 1'd like to recuse nyself
fromthis case, please.

M5. SULLIVAN. Okay. That’'s -- so noted that Ms. Le
has recused herself fromthis case. | believe -- thank
you, Ms. Watson. | believe we have soneone from DeKal b
County on the line that would |i ke to address this case.

M5. VANDER ELS: Yes. This is Irene Vander Els. |
represent the DeKalb County Board of Registration and
El ections and our Director, Erica Hamlton, and I’'d just
like to ask the Board to continue this matter because we
did not receive notice of the matter and that it would be
heard at the neeting today, and so I'd just like an
opportunity to investigate the allegations with ny client
and prepare a response before the Board considers the
matter.

M5. SULLIVAN: Ckay. |If you did not receive notice,
we wi Il go ahead and continue this case for the next
neet i ng.

M5. VANDER ELS: Thank you.

MR. MASHBURN: No obj ecti on.

M5. SULLIVAN: Is there any objection by any of the
Board nenbers? M. Chazal, do you have any objections?

M5. GHAZAL: No, | have no objection to continuing
this.

M5. SULLIVAN. Do we have any Respondents here to
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speak to any of the remaining letter cases?

M5. THOVAS: Yes. For case nunber 2020-291, Stuart
County, the El ections Supervisor Alfreda Hudson is on the
l'i ne.

M5. SULLIVAN. Ckay. Ms. Hudson, would you like to
speak to this case?

M5. HUDSON. Yes. Can you hear ne?

M5. SULLIVAN. Ckay. |If you'd like to speak, |I'm
going to have Ms. Watson to give us a sunmary of the case
first. Go ahead, Ms. \Watson.

M5. WATSON: On Decenber 31st, 2020, investigation
was forwarded a conplaint alleging elector Walter Mbrrogh
[ ph.] photographed his ballot while inside the polling
place. M. Mrrogh admtted photographing his ballot and
further explained he was unaware this was a viol ation of

state election code. |Investigators forwarded M. Mrrogh

OCGA 21-2-413(e) via email at his request. Recomendation

is for M. Mrrogh to be issued a letter of instruction
for violation of 21-2-413(e).

M5. SULLIVAN. Go ahead, Ms. Hudson.

M5. HUDSON. Can you hear ne?

MS. SULLI VAN  Yes, ma’ am

M5. HUDSON: Ckay. On that date, the poll worker
that was -- that allegedly saw M. Mirrogh do that, |

didn’t get that information until after he had left. [I'm

38




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

not sure what | was -- you know, was told to do after
that. | just wanted to report it. | haven't had any
contact with M. Mrrogh follow ng that alleged incident,
so that’s pretty nuch where we are right now

M5. SULLIVAN: Ckay. Thank you. 1Is M. Mrdoch on
the line? Ckay. So we have case nunber 2020-291 before
us. The recommendation is to issue -- issue a letter of
instruction to M. Mrrogh. Do we have a notion?

MR MASHBURN: So nove.

M5. SULLIVAN: And a second?

M5. LE: 1'Il second it.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion and a second. Is
there any further discussion? Al in favor, please say
aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN: Any opposed? A letter of instruction
will be issued in that case. Do we have any ot her cases,
| etter cases -- no one else to speak to any of the letter
cases. So the remaining three cases where the
recommendation is to issue a letter of instruction, we can
go ahead and vote on en bloc. Those are SEB case nunber
2020- 098, 2020-268, and 2020-284. The recommendation is
to issue a letter of instruction in those cases. 1Is there
a notion?

MR MASHBURN: So nove.
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M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion. |s there a second?

M5. LE: Second.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Any further discussion? Al in favor,
pl ease say aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN. Are there any -- and then that would
be none opposed. Those cases, a letter of instruction
woul d be issued. Let’s take a five-m nute break before we
get to the new cases. | have 2:02. W'’I|Il back -- oops.
10: 02. Let’s say we’'ll be back at 10:10. Thank you.

(Meeting break)
(Meeting resunes)

M5. SULLIVAN. We're going to pick up with SEB case
nunber 2019-002, Fulton County. Ms. Watson, if you would
go ahead and give us the summary of the case.

M5. WATSON:  Yes. Between Novenber 7th, 2018 to
Decenber 21st, 2018, we received multiple conplaints
regardi ng the processing of absentee ballot applications
by Fulton County Registration and El ection division.
According to the conplaints, voters did not receive their
absentee ballots in a tinmely manner, or they did not
receive their ballots at all. Investigation revealed in
seven conplaints from Fulton County registered voters
regardi ng untinely processing of absentee ball ot

applications, each voter either did not receive the ball ot
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on time, or they did not receive the ballot at all for the
Novenber 2018 general el ection.

Bet ween May 2019 to June 2020 -- 2020, the Ceorgia
Ofice of the Secretary of State made multiple requests
for docunentation to the Fulton County Registration and
El ection Ofice, the purpose of the request: to review
vot er absentee ball ot docunentation in order to
i nvestigation the allegations. Despite email, tel ephone,
and Open Records requests, the Fulton County Registration
and Election Ofice failed to provide the request for
records. On Cctober 22nd, 2020, El ection Supervisor
Ri chard Barron was served with a subpoena via enmail to
provi de access to the above-nentioned records. He
confirmed recei pt of the subpoena and indicated he woul d
work with his staff to schedul e an appointnent to review
the records after the 2020 general el ection.

On March 30th, 2021, Elections Chief Nadine WIIlians
advi sed that her office lost track of the request, and the
records in question were destroyed in January of 2021. As
aresult, the Ofice of the Secretary of State
I nvestigations Division could not investigate the
al l egations. Qur recomendation is Fulton County Board of
El ection and Regi strati on be bound over to the Attorney
Ceneral’s Ofice for violation of 21-2-562(b), neglect or

refusal to deliver documents.
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M5. THOVAS: And David Lowran and Sham ra Marshal
are on the line for Fulton County.

M5. SULLIVAN: Ckay. M. Lowman, please go ahead.

MR LOAWAN Yes. This is David Lowman for the
Fulton County attorney’s office. Can you hear ne?

M5. SULLIVAN: Yes, we can. Please go ahead.

MR LOMAN. Al right. Yes. Wth regard to the
subpoena, it is unfortunate that it got passed on and then
got either m splaced or sonehow didn’'t nmake it where it
was supposed to. Unfortunately, as your investigative
report states, this was during a COVID out break, and
because of the anpbunt of tine that passed between the
initial request and the actual followup, the records have
been destroyed lawfully, pursuant to 21-2-386. Wth
regard to any of the requests that canme through via Open

Records because that is controlled by the Open Records

Act, | would ask that that be handled that way, and with
respect to any of the other -- | guess it was seven
applications -- | would ask for a letter of instruction in
this case

M5. SULLIVAN. Can you restate your -- with regards
to -- aletter of instruction be issued with regards
to...?

MR LOAMAN. | believe it was seven allegations.

M5. SULLIVAN. Al right. Do any of the Board
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nmenbers have any questions for M. Lowran?

MR. MASHBURN:. | do not.

M5. SULLIVAN. M. Lownan, do you have anyone el se
with you who would Iike to speak to the allegations in
this case?

MR LOAWAN. Not on this -- not on this matter,
ma’ am

M5. SULLIVAN. Okay. Wuld any of the Board nenbers
li ke to nmake a notion?

MR MASHBURN: This is Matt Mashburn. | nmake a
notion that it be bound over to the Attorney Ceneral’s
O fice for processing as recommended, that we adopt the
recomrendati on of the investigators.

M5. SULLIVAN. Okay. We have a notion to bind this

matter over to the Attorney General’s Ofice. |Is there a
second?
M5. LE: | second it.

M5. SULLIVAN. A notion and a second. 1Is there any
further discussion? Al in favor of the notion, please
signify by saying aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN. And that’s none opposed. Thank you,
M. Lowmran, for being here. The next case on the agenda
Is SEB case nunber 2019-018, WI kes County. |Is there

anyone here to speak to that? GCkay, good. M. Watson, if
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you woul d go ahead and do your presentation.

M5. WATSON: On June 20th of 2019, a conpl ai nant
reported that WI kes County voter registration office had
been cl osed during regul ar business hours at different
times over the voting period. This case was previously
presented and referred back to investigations as Judge
Char pi ng advi sed the Board that he had docunentation of
the former registrar not performng his duties. The
original allegation presented was that WI kes County
failed to have the registrar’s office open due to staffing
I ssues. The issue [sound distortion] fromone staff
nmenber resigning and anot her staff nenber having to | eave
due to nedical reasons. The absences resulted in
approxi mately 76 hours in which the office was cl osed.

Judge Char pi ng was contacted and provi ded
docunent ati on dating back to 2016 regarding the issues he
reported regarding the performance of the registrar. The
primary docunentation related to screenshots of the county
dashboard for the Departnment of Driver Service voter
registrations and transfers. The pending |list contained
six to nine hundred pending applications and transfers
from June through August of 2019 with many show ng two
nont hs over ten nonths to process. A petition for renoval
of the chief registrar was filed in the Wl kes County

Superior Court in 2019 finding failure to train, failure
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to tinely conduct the business of the voter registrar or
to include the processing of voter registrations and
processing ballots, and failure to effectively work with
the el ections superintendent. The settlenent agreenent
with reached in August of 2019 with the retirenent of the
chief registrar.

Qur recommendation is for Wl kes County Board of
Regi strars be issued a letter of instruction for the
original conplaint of violation of 21-2-215(c) and that
t he previous chief registrar Debbie Anderson be referred
to the AGs Ofice for violation of 21-2-592.

M5. SULLIVAN: | believe that we have soneone on the

line fromWI kes County to address this case.

o

THOMAS:. Yes. Gyvonne Pinkston?

M5. SULLIVAN: Ms. Pinkston?

M5. THOVAS: You may speak now.

MR LEGETTE: Can you hear us?

M5. SULLIVAN: Yes. Go ahead.

MR. LEGETTE: Hell 0?

M5. THOMAS. Yes. W can hear you. W can hear you.

MR LEGETTE: Very good. This is Charles LeCette.
[ph.]. 1'"mthe county attorney here in WIkes County.
I’ m here on behalf of the Board of Registrars. |1’ve got a

coupl e of Board nenbers here wth ne today, but | -- |

guess if it’'s appropriate, I'd like to make a stat enent
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about where we are in the process, if | may?

M5. SULLIVAN. Pl ease, go ahead.

MR LEGETTE: Al right. Very good. The problens
that were uncovered in your investigation have been dealt
with. Wth Ms. Anderson’s retirenment, we brought in a new
Board. W’'ve processed all the backlog. Qur new Board
got us through the last election. W corrected the
probl ens. For exanple, the office being closed part tine,

we have corrected that. W’ ve sol ved those problens.

W’ ve got a good functioning Board now. | guess, that’s
the bottomline fromthe -- | represent County gover nment
here, and we feel Iike we’'ve got a good Board. W’'re

novi ng forward. The problens are corrected, and, you
know, in our view, what happened during Ms. Anderson’s
time is basically water over the dam

| sure don’t want to have y’all ronping on ny present
Board, who’s doing a great job. No offense to anyone. M
present Board is doing a good job, and they’ve corrected
those problens, so we’'re trying to nove forward, and so,
you know, ny -- | guess, nmy fear or ny concern as the
county attorney, if y all feel |like you need to lay the
wood to our present Board, those people weren't here
during that tinme by and large, with one exception, and
they’ ve noved on, and they’'re doing a great job. So

what ever we can do to wap this up, we’'re interested.
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That’ s kind of where we stand today.

M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you, M. LeGette. | believe
that the recommendation is with regards to the Board is
actually just to issue a letter of instruction.

MR LEGETTE: Are there any questions y'all have got
of me or ny present Board nenbers?

M5. SULLIVAN. Do any of the Board nenbers have any

guestions for M. LeCette?

MR. MASHBURN:. | don’t have any questions, but just
to satisfy your new Board nenbers -- satisfy your new
Board nenbers, | will commend themfor their efforts at

remedi al actions, and we always want to encourage that,
and so you can tell themthat the Board went on the record
to -- to encourage themto continue to do better, and so |
make a notion that we issue a letter of instruction
because a past violation does appear to have occurred, and
so the proper way to close it is to issue a letter of
Instruction, so that’'s -- that’s the reason | nmake that
not i on.

MB. SULLIVAN. Thank you.

MR. MASHBURN. Ch, and to refer the fornmer Board --
Regi strar Debbi e Anderson to the AGs O fice for
processi ng.

M5. SULLIVAN. Okay. W have a notion on the table.

Is there a second?
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M5. GHAZAL: Second.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion and a second. Before
we nove, |I'’mgoing to nmake sure there’s no one else on the
call that wanted to speak regarding this case. There’s
not. GCkay. Any further discussion? Al in favor of M.
Mashburn’s notion, please signify by saying aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

V5. SULLI VAN And there’s none opposed. Thank you,
Ms. LeGette and the Board nenbers, for being here. The
next case is SEB case nunmber 2019-037, City of Gennville.

M5. WATSON: During the Gty of G ennville Novenber
5th, 2019 general election, a conplainant alleged
candi date Dorothy Berry entered a polling |ocation while
peopl e were voting, transported a voter to the polls, and
entered the voting area with the voter. The conpl ai nant
al so all eged the voter solicited noney in exchange for
voting. Investigation revealed Dorothy Berry transported
voter G enda Gines [ph.] to the East G ennville precinct
nunber 7 polling location during the advance voting period
of the Novenber 5th, 2019 general election. It also
showed that Ms. Berry remained inside the polling |ocation
while Ms. Gines conpleted the voting process. The
conpl ai nant reported candi date Berry was hovering around
the voting machine. The voter was assisted by soneone

ot her than Ms. Berry.
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Ms. Berry confirnmed that she did transport Ms. Gines
to the polling location and did wal k her inside, but it
was sinply to show Ms. Gines where to go. M. Berry said
Ms. Ginmes was confused and did not know where to go. M.
Berry states Ms. Grines did not solicit nobney in exchange
for voting. M. Gines says she voted on her own
unassi sted and did not solicit noney or receive anything
I n exchange for voting. M. Gines said Dorothy Berry
remai ned i nside and stood by the door greeting people as
they entered. Investigation did not produce any evidence
to show that Dorothy Berry submtted an absentee ball ot
for her daughter. Recommendation is for Dorothy Berry to
be bound over to the Attorney CGeneral’s Ofice for
vi ol ati on of 21-2-414(d).

M5. SULLIVAN: It’s ny understanding that we do not
have anyone on the call who --

M5. THOVAS: Dorothy Berry just raised her hand.

M5. SULLIVAN. Oh, I'’msorry. M. Berry, please go
ahead and address the Board if you would |ike to.

M5. BERRY: Hello. Good norning, everyone. |
listened to the statenment. | don’t know -- ny statenent
Is accurate. | did not go inside the polling booth. |
showed her to the door, as | said, because Ms. Gines had
never voted before, and she didn’t know where to go vote,

or she said she didn't know where to go to vote. | found
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her wal king to the polls. She stopped ne, asked ne to

take her to the polls. | did so, which | didn't think was
a violation, and | still don’t think unless you tell ne
sonmething different that that is a violation. | asked the

young | ady at the door to take her in there, show her the
booth, and if she could not read, if she could help her,
and | left, went back outside to ny car, and was speaking
with a voter that | knew that was getting ready to go in.
| asked her to help her if she saw her in there. Now, why

Ms. Ginmes say | went inside and |lingered around -- |

don’t believe she said that. |If she did, it’s untrue.
My integrity stands. | do not violate -- | do not
tell anybody how to vote. | -- ny opponent throughout the

whol e process was very ugly, very dirty. They were very

vi si bl e on Facebook and everything else trying to tear ny

character dowmn. No. | did not do any of that, and | do
not feel like this should go any further. He won the
el ection unfairly. | did not fight it. | had many

conpl aints from nmany people who told nme to contest it. |
did not, and because | did not want to have all that stink
and all those problens, so where they get all this from
don’t know. If you want to send it over to the Attorney
General, fine. There's nothing | can do about it, but al
those statenents are untrue. | just wanted to go on

record to say that | did not commt a crine.
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M5. SULLI VAN  Thank you, Ms. Berry. Your conments
have been noted. Do any of the Board nenbers have any
questi ons?

MR MASHBURN: | just have one question for Ms.

Berry. This is Matt Mashburn. Ms. Berry?

M5. BERRY: Yes?

MR. MASHBURN. How far away -- how far away fromthe
door of the polling place do you think your car was
par ked? Because that --

M5. BERRY: MW car was parked -- ny car was parked
out in the parking lot that they designated for anyone to
park, and you could not park there if you had an
adverti senent, or you were -- but other than that, no. |
did not park close to the polling place. You would have
to know dennville and the old m ddl e school auditorium
area where they held the election to know what |’ mtal ki ng
about. W parked on the far side of the parking | ot where
it was the safe distance that you could not cross the
voting line to canpaign

MR MASHBURN: |I’msorry to interrupt. So you -- you
were in the part where they said don’t have any signs on
your cars?

M5. BERRY: No. It didn't have anything up there
that said that. | just wouldn’t do that. | would not

have had any signs or set up -- | know when we set up for
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El ecti on Day, you know, they had designated areas for us
to put our tents up and everything, so that’'s why | said

that. But this particular day there were no signs.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, Ms. Berry.

MR. MASHBURN:. Thank you.

M5. BERRY: (Ckay.

M5. LEE M. Berry, this is Anh Le.

M5. BERRY: Mmm hmm

M5. LE: Thank you for being here today. So the

citation, the code that’'s being cited is 21-2-414(d) for
the violation, and part of it is that as a candidate, it
prohi bits a candi date from going back into the polling
pl ace.

M5. BERRY: Wiich I did not do. No, ma’am

M5. LE: So you did not, right?

M5. BERRY: | did not do that, ma’am | prom se you.
Hand to God. | did not go back into the polling booth.
I’mtelling you. | had to deal with the nastiest camnpaign

ever. Not on ny behalf because |I ran a decent canpai gn.

| ran a canpaign, a lawful canpaign. | was told, you
know, that, you know, certain things | should have
reported, whatever. | said no. | just want the el ection
over, let the people vote, vote for whomthey want to, and
I wll bow out respectfully and nove on, and that’s what |

did. | had no idea that all of this was going on, no idea
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that they were setting it up, and ny -- this is ny
personal feelings. They were setting this up so that if
they lost the election that they could do just this,
what’'s going on right now The people knew it was w ong.
They didn’t even cone out to vote. People did not vote
rat her than go agai nst them or whatever. They just
refused to go to the polls to vote, and those who went
voted one way for the mayor and didn’t vote for anything
el se in that ward.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, Ms. Berry. Did you have
any additional questions, M. Le?

M5. LE:  No, no. Thank you.

M5. SULLIVAN. Okay. The recomrendation is to bind
this case over to the Attorney General’s Ofice. Do we
have a notion to that effect?

MR, MASHBURN. Matt Mashburn, | nove that we accept
t he recomendati on.

M5. SULLIVAN: |Is there a second?

M5. LE: This is Anh Le. 1’|l second it. | think
there’s sone facts that could be ironed out. Maybe the
Attorney General’s Ofice can help with that with respect
to the violation being cited, so | second the notion.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion and a second. Is
there any further discussion? Al in favor, please

signify by saying aye.
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THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN. And there are none opposed. Thank
you, Ms. Berry. The next case before us is case nunber
2019-045. Ms. Watson?

M5. WATSON:  During the Novenber 5th, 2019 Gty of
Quyton general election, we received the foll ow ng
conpl aints. The conplainant reports during the counting
of the votes that witnesses reporting the early voting
ball ots were lying flat in the bottomof the box. Akira
Garban [ph.] states ballots were not folded properly Iike
the others, and she believed that signaled that they had
been tanpered with. The conpl ai nant believed the ball ot
boxes opened so soneone could view the early votes.
Second al |l egation, the conplai nant provi ded a photograph
taken of the surveillance canera that showed El ection
Supervi sor Alison Bruton had a clear view of sone voters
when they cast their ballot during the early voting, that
the canmera was positioned so you could view a voter while
they were in the voting boot h.

Al'l egation three, it was reported that a voter naned
Lynn Kent [ph.] was disabl ed because of problens w th her
eyesi ght. The conpl ainant states the poll worker advised
Ms. Kent’s daughter she could sign her nane on the ballot,
but now the poll manager says Ms. Kent’s vote nust be

thrown out. Allegation four, the conplainant reported
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they don't feel like the ballots were all counted
correctly, and the second conpl ai nant states that she
t hi nks we need a recount.

| nvestigation reveal ed there was no substanti ating
evi dence to support violation of the election code in
reference to allegations one, three, and four. The ball ot
box was in clear view of the surveillance canera. Wen
done for the day during advance voting, a security sea
was placed over the opening to the ballot box. For
further security, voters were to fold the ballot before
placing it in the box, but some voters chose not to do so.
The surveillance tape was revi ewed and corroborated that
no one entered the ballot box and that sone voters did not
fold their ballots.

In reference to allegation two, the investigation
reveal ed early voting was held in the conference room of
Cty Hall. The conference roomwas equi pped with a
surveillance canera. The field of view of the canera
shows the ball ot box and one of the voting booths. The
nonitor for the surveillance canera was |located in Gty
Clerk Election Superintendent Alison Bruton’s office. It
was | earned if someone had access to the nmonitor, they
could zoomthe canera in to have a cl oser view of the
voting booth. Election Superintendent Alison Bruton was

guestioned to see if she or anyone el se used the canera
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systemto view an el ector when they voted their ballot.
Ali son Bruton denied using the canera systemto view an
el ector casting their ballot or knowing if anyone el se had
done so. There is no evidence Alison Bruton or anyone

el se used the canera systemto view a voter’s ballot as
they were marking their selections. Wen Gty Manager
Dani el Hoffman | earned about the field of view of the
surveill ance canera, he covered the canera up in the
conference room Qur recommendation is for the City of
GQuyton and Alison Bruton be referred to the AGs Ofice
for violation of 21-2-267(a), polling place s equi prnent
arrangenent in that a voting booth was | ocated in view of
a surveillance canera. The booth was not screened from
observation of others if they had access to the canera
system

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you. | do believe we have
soneone on the Iine that would like to address this case.

M5. THOVAS: Yes, M. Giffin.

MR GRIFFIN. Yes. This is Brian --

M5. SULLIVAN. M. Giffin, please go ahead.

MR CGRIFFIN:. This is Brian Giffin with the law firm
of Aiver Mner, and | represent the Gty of Guyton. Can
you hear ne?

M5. SULLIVAN:  Yes, we can.

MR CRIFFIN. Good norning. So the Cty acknow edges
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that this violation happened, but M. Bruton, who set up
the voting booths, just sinply failed to take the canera
into account when she did so. This was clearly

i nadvertent, and notably, as soon as it was brought to the
Cty' s attention, they covered up the camera, and there is
no evidence that Ms. Bruton or anybody el se used the
canmera systemto actually view a voter’s ballot as they
made the selection, and it’'s also worth noting that this
year's -- this year’'s advance voting will -- or any other
voting will not happen at the City Hall. So, you know,

t hese i ssues have been addresses. They were addressed

i mediately as we -- you know, as it canme to the Gity’s
attention, and there’s no evidence that, you know, the
secret ballot was -- was violated. So wth that in mnd,

| respectfully request that the City of Guyton be issued a
letter of instruction and that this case be di sm ssed.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, M. Giffin, for being here
and, you know, providing that information. Do any of the
Board nmenbers have questions for M. Giffin?

M5. LE: This is Anh Le. | have one.

M5. SULLIVAN. Yes, Ms. Le. (o ahead.

M5. LE: Thank you. 1s the canera recorded, sir? |Is
there any recordation of this -- of any of the votes cast?

MR CRIFFIN. Based on the findings of the

I nvestigator that said they reviewed the surveill ance
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footage to, you know, ensure other things, it was seem
that there was.

M5. LE: And what have we done with that recordi ng?

MR GRIFFIN. To ny know edge, it has been destroyed.
Vell, I"’mnot positive on that. | believe that it’s
likely not still there, unless it’s in the hands of the
I nvesti gator.

M5. LE: Frances, do we know that -- how the
recordi ng has been treated since...

M5. WATSON: W did not take possession of the -- of
t he recordings.

M5. SULLIVAN. The Secretary of State’s O fice does
not have possession of the recordings.

MR GRIFFIN. So the --

M5. SULLIVAN. Go ahead.

MR CGRIFFIN. Wth that being the case, | know that

the -- the Cty does not keep long-termrecords of its --

of its surveillance footage, so | think it’s highly likely

that this -- you know, this recording no | onger exists.
M5. SULLI VAN.  Ckay. | believe the investigator
woul d |i ke to address the Board.
MR ARCHI E: This is Investigator Archie. | did
retrieve video fromthe surveillance canera. |It’s also
included with ny case file. The recording does show sone

voters as they were voting, and the nmajority of the tines,
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the voters, when they went up to the booth, their bodies
woul d cover the process of themvoting. There were a few
that if you did zoomin, you could possibly see the

sel ections they made, but the recordings are with the case
files.

M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you for that clarification. The
recomrendation -- are there any further questions from any
of the nenbers of the Board? The recommendation is to
bind this case over to the Attorney General’s Ofice. |Is
there a notion?

MR. MASHBURN. | nove that we accept the
recommendati on

M5. SULLIVAN. We have a notion to accept the
recommendation. |s there a second?

M5. LE: Anh Le, 1’1l second it.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Any further discussion? Al in favor
of the notion, please signify by saying aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN.  And that’s none opposed. Thank you,
M. Giffin, for being here. The next case that we have
I s case nunber 2019-047, Lowndes County. Ms. Watson?

M5. WATSON:  During the Novenber 5th, 2019 Lowndes
County general election, the follow ng conplaints were
reported. The poll manager Douglas Duvall [ph.] all owed

an i ndividual without a valid formof identification, and




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

60

Larry Rogers [ph.] reported that he received a provisional
letter in the mail for an Anthony Johnson [ph.]. M.
Rogers has resided at 3292 Country Club Drive since 1995,
and he did not know a M. Johnson.

| nvestigation reveal ed that poll manager Doug Duval
allowed Cara Blunt [ph.] to vote without a valid picture
ID. This occurred during the Novenber 5th, 2019 general
el ection at the Rainwater voting precinct in Val dosta,
Georgia. M. Butler said she originally informed the
voter that she would have to vote provisionally since she
did not have a valid picture ID. M. Butler said the
voter only had a nanetag and checkbook. Ms. Butler said
the voter was ultimately allowed to vote on one of the
machi nes but only after the poll manager, Doug Duvall,
instructed her to do.

Al'l egation two, the investigation did not show -- or
did show that voter Anthony Johnson listed Country C ub
Drive, Valdosta, CGeorgia as his residential address when
he conpl eted the voter registration in 2019. At the tine
of the conplaint, the address was owned by WII|iam Rogers,
who had resided there since 1995. Anthony Johnson has
never resided at this address. Lowndes County El ection
Supervi sor Deb Cox provided a copy of the envel ope,
provi sional ballot letter, and voter registration. The

envel ope was addressed to Anthony Johnson, and the address
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listed was Country Club Drive, Valdosta, CGeorgia. The
letter was informng M. Johnson that his provisiona
bal | ot for the Novenber 5th, 2019 general election was
counted. The voter registration showed M. Johnson listed
Country Club Drive as his residential address. Qur
recomrendation is for Doug Duvall, the poll manager, and
Frances Butler, the assistant manager, be bound over to
the AGs Ofice for 21-2-417(b), presentation of
identification, when they allowed Cara Blunt to vote on a
machi ne wi thout a valid picture I D and Ant hony Johnson be
bound over to the Attorney Ceneral’s Ofice for violation
of 21-2-561, false registration, and 21-2-571.

M5. SULLIVAN. Ckay. | believe we have two people
here that would |ike to address the Board regarding this
case.

M5. THOVAS: Yes. Frances Butler and Deb Cox with
Lowndes County is on the line to answer any questi on.

M5. SULLIVAN: Would either one of you like to
address the Board?

M5. COX: This is Deb Cox. No, | would not unless
the Board has a question.

M5. SULLIVAN. Ckay. Thank you for being here. Do
any of the Board nenbers have any questions for Lowndes
County?

MR, MASHBURN: | don’t have any questi ons.
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M5. SULLI VAN:  Ckay.

M5. THOMVAS: And Frances Butler, you nmay speak now,
if you would like to. You' re unnuted.

M5. SULLIVAN. Ms. Butler, would you like to address
t he Board?

M5. THOMVAS: You' re unnuted. You can speak now.

M5. SULLIVAN. She may just be here to answer
guestions as well.

M5. THOVAS.: Yes. W cannot hear you, but it does
show t hat you’ re unnut ed.

M5. WATSON:  Ms. Butler -- this is Frances Wtson.
Frances Butler did contact ne yesterday or the day before
and advi sed that she would be on the -- on the call and
wanted to clarify that she did bring the voter IDissue to
the poll manager’s attention and that it was his decision
to proceed based on the information that was provi ded and
that she did report it to the County afterwards, and wth
that information, | would not be opposed for a letter of
instruction to Ms. Butler.

M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you, Ms. Watson. Ms. Butler,
woul d you |ike to speak?

M5. THOVAS: She said thank you. | asked her for her
comrent, but she said thank you.

M5. SULLI VAN:  Ckay.

MR. MASHBURN. This is Matt Mashburn. Just so |’'ve
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got it clear, Ms. Butler was acting under the authority of
M. Duvall, the poll manager? Gay. So the amendnent to
the recomendation is that we -- or that the inspectors
woul d not oppose a letter of instruction for M. Butler
but to refer Doug Duvall to the Attorney General ?

M5. WATSON: Correct.

MR. MASHBURN: This is Matt Mashburn. | nake a
notion that we adopt the anmended report of the
i nvesti gat ors.

M5. SULLIVAN: Ckay. W have a notion on the table.
Is there a second?

M5. LEE M. Mashburn, so you' re reconmendi ng that we
Issue a letter of instruction to -- for Ms. Frances Butler
and to the Attorney Ceneral, Doug Duvall, Anthony Johnson,
and... them |Is that correct?

MR. MASHBURN:. Yes. Thank you for clarifying that.
| had left off the Anthony Johnson, so thank you very
much. That’s correct.

M. LE  Ckay.

MR MASHBURN. So we’'re referring -- ny notionis to
refer Doug Duvall and Anthony Johnson to the Attorney
General and issue Frances Butler a letter of instruction.

M5. LE: | second that.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion and a second. Is

there any further discussion? Al in favor, please
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signify by saying aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. THOVAS: | have Ms. Butler on the line if you --

M5. SULLIVAN: We have -- okay. | believe that we
have just voted. Are there any opposed? Okay. That
noti on passes. Does Ms. Butler want to address the Board
at this point?

M5. THOMAS: Would you like to address the Board?
Yes.

M5. SULLIVAN. Go ahead, Ms. Butler.

M5. BUTLER Ckay. M nane is Frances Butler.

M5. THOVAS: Ms. Butler, on your speaker on your

conmputer, just turn your volunme down because we hear an

echo.

M5. BUTLER Ckay. Can you hear ne now?

M5. THOVAS: Yes.

M5. BUTLER Yes. M nane is Frances Butler, and |I'm
just one of the assistant -- well, I'’mthe assistant
manager wiwth M. Duvall. Now, when the person canme up to

[sound cuts out] can you hear ne a little bit better?
M5. THOVAS: Yes. That's a little better. W can
still hear the echo fromyour conputer
M5. BUTLER  Ch, wow, okay. [sound cuts out]
M5. THOVAS:.  Yes.
M5. BUTLER. Ckay. [sound cuts out] so what | did
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was -- | told himl| needed to [sound cuts out]

THE COURT REPORTER: Board nenbers, |’'mso sorry.
This is the court reporter. | can’t hear anything.

M5. THOVAS: Hello? Okay, go ahead. Can you hear
her now, Kate?

THE COURT REPORTER: Yes, thank you. Now | can hear
her .

M5. BUTLER Ckay. What | was saying is that | had
actually -- | do not know what part | had left off, but
anyway, when the -- when the |ady had shown nme her ID, it
was a badge. | said no, m@mam |I'msorry. W can't take
that, and then she showed ne her checkbook, and | said no,
ma’am W can’t take that. So | said however, you can
vote provisional, so | said let ne -- let ne talk to ny
supervisor. So | brought this up to M. Duvall. After
that, M. Duvall said was she in the systen? And I'm

li ke, yes, sir. | said but, you know, she doesn't --
wel |, anyway, | just told himyes, she was in the system
He said yeah, well, then let her go. I'mlike, no, | don't
think so, you know. So after she's done, | said well |et

me wite sonmething so | can have this docunented, so

after, | wote it, and | gave it to M. Duvall. M.
Duvall said oh, no. | don’t think you should do this.
You're going to get in trouble. | said no. You re going

to get in trouble, so he told ne to tear it up.
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Now, as a twenty-three-year United States Arny
retiree, | know better, but | also |isten to supervision
because who is over ne -- these are the things that |
always did in the Arny. Even though | knew it was w ong,
okay, it bothered me so much that night that I'mlike, oh,
this is wong. So the next norning, fortunately, | think
it was either Ms. Monique or Ms. Cox, but | think it was
Ms. Monique that called ne so that | could cone in and
sign sone -- sone other -- | guess sone other docunents,
sone other forns that | did not finish signing, and from
there is when | said | can't -- | can’'t do this. So | --
| brought it up to -- | think it was Ms. Cox -- but |
brought it up to them about what had happened, and so they
told ne to sit down and wite the information because ny
integrity of spending all of that tine, twenty-three
years, in the Arny and sixteen years in reserves, | knew
better.

| don’t think M. Duvall knew who | was, so this is

why | had brought all of this up, but | did check the

| ady. She did not have any identity. | did bring it up
to M. Duvall. Unfortunately, that’s the way everything
happened, but | was -- | was following the instructions of
what | was supposed to do. Well, | actually had foll owed

his instructions when he told ne to tear up the paper that

| had witten because | wanted to keep a -- sort of, |ike,
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a docunentation of what had happened so if that conmes up,
then it would be sonething that | had witten. But he
told me no, | was going to get in trouble, and | told him
no, you re going to get in trouble, so he told ne to tear
it up, and as a good soldier, that’'s what | did. But
that, | knew that that was w ong.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Thank you, Ms. Butler. Thank you for
your comments. W have already voted on this case, and
t he other Respondents will be referred to the Attorney
CGeneral’s O fice, but the allegations against you will not
based on that notion. So thank you very nuch for being
here and for bringing this to our attention.

M5. THOVAS: Have a good day.

M5. SULLIVAN. The next case on the agenda is 2019-
049, City of Pal netto.

M5. WATSON: I n Novenber 2019, we received numerous
calls fromvoters in Palnmetto, Fulton County, stating that
their precinct cards for the nunicipal election listed the
poll location as the |ibrary. Wen they arrived, they
found the informati on was incorrect and were seeking
assi stance in locating the poll l|ocation. Investigation
shows Fulton County Board of Registration and El ections
changed the nunicipal polling |ocation for Fulton County
residents of the Gty of Palnetto to the Palnetto Library,

the same | ocation that Fulton County uses for county,
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state, and federal elections. This data entry was nmade in
El ection Net on March the 11th of 2016. The City of
Pal metto did not request the change in poll |ocations as
the polls for nunicipal elections is and have al ways been
at City Hall. The Gty wi shes to continue to hold
el ections at Gty Hall. The Fulton County Board of
Regi stration and Elections did not notify the Gty of
Pal metto it was making the change. This change resulted
i n causi ng confusion about where to vote anongst voters.

Ral ph Jones advi sed the change was made to bring all
muni ci pal polling stations in Fulton County in line with
state and county poll |ocations to reduce confusion anong
voters. Qur recommendation is for Fulton County Board of
Regi stration and El ections, R chard Barron, D rector of
Ful ton County Registration and El ections, and Ral ph Jones,
former Registrar -- Chief Registrar of Fulton County be
bound over to the Attorney Ceneral’s Ofice for 21-2-
216(b), duties of county board.

M5. THOVAS: And on the line, we have first Patrick
Stough with the Gty of Pal netto.

MR STOUGH  Yes.

M5. SULLIVAN. Go ahead, M. Stough.

MR, STOUGH  Thank you. Good norning. M nane is
Patrick Stough. |I'mwth the city attorney’ s office for

the Cty of Palnetto. I'm-- we’'re not a Respondent on
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this, but I did want to clarify a couple of things. First
of all, the Gty of Palnetto conducts its own nunici pa

el ections. Fulton County does not conduct those for the
Cty, and also, the City of -- the mayor and council for
the City of Palnmetto has never voted to nove the polling

| ocation fromGty Hall to the library. That’'s all |
really have to say on this, unless the Board has any
guesti ons.

M5. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, M. Stough. Does any Board
nmenber have any questions for hinf

M5. GHAZAL: Yes, ma’am This is Sara Ghazal. | --

I would like to ask hima quick question. Wen the County
does conduct elections at the |ibrary, has there ever been
consideration for the nunicipality to also hold its

el ections at the sane | ocation?

MR STOUGH Not -- not that I’maware of. There nay
have been discussions in the past about Fulton County
conducting elections for the Gty, but I don’t think those
conversati ons have ever gone anywhere. W’ ve always --
the Cty has always just conducted its own elections its
own way. We're -- the City actually sits on the border of
Ful ton County and Coweta County, and there’s a portion of
it that’s in Coweta County, so that nmay cause an issue
wi th having Fulton County do the el ections, but yeah.

It’s not a consideration that |’ m aware has ever been
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made.

M5. GHAZAL: And can you clarify what County the Cty
Hall is located in?

MR STOUGH It’s in Fulton County.

M5. GHAZAL: Thank you.

M5. THOVAS: And then we al so have David Lowran and
Sham ra Marshall with Fulton County on the |ine.

M5. SULLIVAN. M. Lowran, go ahead.

MR LOMWAN: Yes. | will have Ms. Shamra Marshall,
the registration manager, provide additional information
at this tinme.

M5. MARSHALL: Hello, yes.

M5. SULLIVAN: Go ahead.

M5. MARSHALL: Gkay. Thank you. |’m Shamra
Marshal |, the current registration manager, and in
speaking with M. Jones in reference to this case, the
former registration chief, he basically explained to ne
that there was a | ack of conmmunicati on between the
nmuni ci pality and the county. He did tell nme that on March
11t h, he discussed with the nmunicipality of -- in
accordance with having the one |ocation for voters that he
was going to make a change in the systemin which he did
it at -- he had one of the enployees in the office to
actually nake the change, and at that tinme, there was one

muni ci pal | ocation |ocated on the municipality’ s website
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and then another one on Fulton County’s website. So
basically, it was just a m scomrunication

Present day, we have sent the letter or notice that
will be mailed to the current voters in the City of
Pal metto for the upcom ng nunicipal election to let them
know that the County election will be hosted at the
l'ibrary, and the nunicipal election will be hosted at Gty
Hall. But | nyself sent that to the current registrar
and | have not received back any input or, you know,
agreeance or dis-agreeance, so just noving forward, we are
trying to alleviate this problem That’s all | have.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, Ms. Marshall. Are there
any questions for Ms. Marshall?

M5. THOMAS: And Rick Barron just raised his hand to
speak.

M5. SULLIVAN. Go ahead, M. Barron.

MR BARRON: In speaking with M. Jones too, what | -
- | think at one point what we had done is sent out
sonething to all of the nmunicipalities, and we were in --
we had encouraged all of themto use the sanme polling
pl aces that the county -- this was the only |ocation of
which I'’maware that was different between the county
| ocation and the nunicipal location. |’ munsure about if
there was any conversation between M. Jones and the Gty

of Pal netto, but we were worried about, at the tine, there
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bei ng di senfranchi senment between the voters if they have
to goto tw different |ocations as they wll have to in
the fall. They' Il have to go to our location to vote on
the ESPLOST and the TSPLOST, and then they’' Il have to vote
on the other -- their other issues down at Cty Hall. And
many tinmes, voters don’t want to go to two places -- two
separate places to vote, so at the tinme, we were pushing
all the municipalities, | believe when this change was
made, to have the sane nunicipal and county polling

| ocations, and that was the gist of it was voter

di senfranchi sement. But other than that, | don’t have the
details or the background on it.

M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you. Any Board nenbers have any
guestions for M. Barron?

MR MASHBURN: | do not.

M5. SULLIVAN: Ckay. Thank y’all for being here and
for your explanations. The recomendation is for this to
be bound over to the Attorney Ceneral’s Ofice.

MR MASHBURN: This is Matt Mashburn. | nove that we
accept the recomrendati on and proceed accordingly.

M5, SULLIVAN. Do we have a second?

M5. GHAZAL: | would like to --

M5. LE: This is Anh. I’'Il second. |'msorry.

Pl ease, Ms. Ghazal, go ahead.

MB. GHAZAL: No. | -- 1 would li ke to second this
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with -- with a cooment that as a matter of policy, | agree
with M. Barron that the best policy is to co-locate
muni ci pal and county el ecti ons where possible, but
obviously, in this case, it was -- nore voter confusion
was caused by giving incorrect information to the voters.

M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you. So we have a notion and a
second. |Is there any further discussion? Al in favor,
pl ease say aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN: Any opposed? And that notion passes.
Thank you. The next case is 2019-052, Brooks County.

M5. WATSON: A conpl ai nant al | eged she received an
i ncorrect ballot when she went to vote during the Brooks
County general election on Novenber 5th, 2019. Instead of
receiving a ballot for District 2 Post 4, she received a
ball ot for District 1 Post 2. M. Golden [ph.] says she
recei ved and voted a ballot with a single, unopposed
candi date, Louis Mark [ph.] Louis Mark was running for
Cty Council seat District 1 Post 2, and Ms. CGolden’s
voting area during the election was District 2 Post 4.
The District 2 Post 4 ballot had a single race between
Mark Demane [ph.] and Christina Guys [ph.] for Cty
Council. Brooks County El ection Supervisor Charles Day
confirnmed that Stephanie Gol den voted in the Novenber 5th,

2019 general election. M. Day said Ms. Gol den was
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assigned to nunicipal voting District 2 Post 4 and should
have received a ballot for the city council race between
Mark Demane and Christina GQuys.

| nvestigation interviewed all poll workers who at the
Qui tman Agricultural Annex poll l|ocation during the
Novenber 5th, 2019 general election but was unable to
determ ne which poll worker issued Ms. Golden’s voter
access card. None of the poll workers recalled an issue
where a voter received an incorrect ballot. Qur
recommendation is to refer Brooks County Board of
El ections and Registration and Charles Day, the Election
Supervi sor, and Caroline Barnes [ph.], the poll manager,
for violation of SEB rule 183-1-12.02(3), conducting
el ecti ons, when voter Stephanie Gol den was issued an
incorrect ballot to her voter access card during the
Novenber 5th general el ection.

M5. SULLIVAN: It is ny understanding that we do not
have anyone present on the line to speak regarding this
case. The recommendation is to bind it over to the
Attorney CGeneral’s Ofice.

MR, MASHBURN:. Matt Mashburn, | nove that we accept
t he recomendati on.

M5. SULLIVAN: |Is there a second?

M5. GHAZAL: This is Sara Ghazal. |[|’ve actually got

a question or two for the investigating officer here.
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M5. SULLIVAN. kay. Go ahead.

M5. GHAZAL: Were you able to identify where the
probl em happened? Was this actually a problemat the
el ectronic poll book, or was the voter incorrectly coded
in Election Net and assigned to the wong district?

M5. WATSON: The voter was -- one second. The voter
was assigned to the correct district. She received the
I ncorrect ballot.

M5. GHAZAL: So the problemwas with the coding of
the card itsel f?

M5. WATSON: Correct.

M5. GHAZAL: Ckay. Thank you. | -- | second the
not i on.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion and a second. Is
there any further discussion? Al those in favor, please
say aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Any opposed? None opposed. That
noti on passes. Next case is 2019-053, Cty of
Hogansvi | | e.

M5. WATSON: I n Novenber of 2019, we received the
follow ng complaints regarding the City of Hogansville
muni ci pal el ections: candidate Toni Striblin was in and
out of the polls mngling wth voters, voter being turned

away due to an address issue and another voter with
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simlar issue allowed to vote, a separate report of
candidate Striblin and her husband present inside the poll
at the library.

| nvesti gati on shows candidate Toni Striblin voted by
absentee ball ot on Cctober the 29th of 2019. She stated
she entered the Hogansville Library on Election Day for
the purpose of using the restroomon three occasions.
Kandi s Strickland, sister of candidate Theresa Strickl and,
used a cel |l phone to video candidate Toni Striblin standing
in the breezeway of the library outside the room where
voting was taking place. Poll manager Samantha Stitcher
[ph.] confronted Kandis Strickland and told her she could
not video there and that she needed to zip up her jacket
over the canpaign t-shirt she was wearing and to delete
the video. Theresa Strickland stated that the video of
Toni Striblin in the |ibrary breezeway was given to her by
her sister Kandis.

When interviewed, Theresa Strickland coul d not
provi de nanmes for the voters that were reported --
reportedly turned away due to an address issue or the one
allowed to vote. There was insufficient information to
investigate further. Kandis Strickland stated the
candi date for office was observed going into the polls and
out of the polling place nultiple tinmes. The pol

supervi sor was seen talking with that candi date and her
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husband, and the poll supervisor told Kandis that they
could be there with their daughter. Kandis -- Kandis’

conpl aint and statenment do not mention her videoing M.
Striblin in the library breezeway.

In the video that Kandis Strickland took, candi date
Toni Striblin was in the breezeway of the library and
out side the encl osed space for a brief tine. Striblin
admts to speaking with the poll manager as to whether or
not her daughter, a first-tinme voter, was still in the
voting room Striblin was not displaying any canpaign
material at this tinme.

Qur recommendation is for Toni Striblin, candidate
for Hogansville Gty Council, be referred to the Attorney
Ceneral’s Ofice for 21-2-414(a)(1)and (a)(3) and Kandi s
Strickland be referred to the AG for 21-2-414(a)(1l) and
21-2-414(a)(3).

M5. SULLIVAN: And | believe we have sonmeone on the
line to address the Board regarding this case.

M5. THOVAS: Yes. First, we’'ll hear from Toni
Striblin.

M5. STRIBLIN: Yes. Hello. Thank you for letting ne
be here. | was there, and | did go to our polling
di rector when setting up to, you know, canpaign about a
hundred -- over a hundred-and-fifty-feet away fromthe

building, and | did ask if it would be okay for any of us
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to use the restroomduring the tinmne we were there from
early norning until the end of elections, and she said we
could do that as long as we displayed no -- you know,
not hi ng on our canpaign shirts and didn’t canpaign, didn’t
talk to anybody. So, | nean, that’'s what | did. | did go
to the bathroomthree tinmes during the whol e day that |
was there, and the last tine that | went, ny daughter
happened to cone up to vote for the first tinme, and we
just pointed her in the direction to go, and we went into
t he bathroom ny husband and I. Wen we cane back out, we
didn’t know if she was out of the polling place or not, so
we just wal ked over there, so nmy husband | ooked to see if
she was out or not to wal k her back to her truck, and
that’'s all we did. | nean, | asked perm ssion fromthe
person that | thought was in -- responsible there to be
sure it was okay, and |I thought that -- | didn’'t know t hat
| was doi ng any canpaign violations. | would --

M5. THOVAS: And next, we --

M5. STRIBLIN:. | would prefer to get a letter of
I nstruction as opposed to being sent anywhere else to the
Attorney General. Thank you.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, Ms. Striblin. Do we have
soneone el se on the |ine?

M5. THOVAS: Yes. W also have Theresa Strickl and
and Kandis Strickland and Aivia Godwn. M. Theresa
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Strickland, you may go ahead and speak.

M5. STRICKLAND: Yes. |, on that particular day, was
bot hered by the situation because in our candi date packet,
it states that we can only go into the | ocation to vote.
| knew what we had to do, so | personally got in ny
vehicle to go honme and not enter that buil ding because I
knew it was wong. M. Striblin went in that building
multiple tines. | can’t say whether it was to use to
restroom or whatever the case was. | do know that the

restroomis inmedi ately when you enter to the right. That

vi deo, al though, you know, it was against the rules. [|I'm
sure ny sister wasn’'t aware of that at the tinme. It shows
her in that polling area, that -- there’'s tw doors, a

small one to go through to where the actual polling booths
are, and she was there. Her and her husband wal ked her
daughter in on that occasion. Three other occasions she
went in alone. She went in with another candi date

t hroughout that process.

You know, soneone cane up and parked their car in
front of our canpaign area, proceeded back to go talk to
Ms. Striblin about the situation. The person |eft her car
there, and at that tine, another candidate’ s niece |eft
their area where they had been sitting all day and cane by
us and said that’s not right. | don’'t have anything to do

with that. So the behavior, in and out of that buil ding,
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was not appropriate, and going to the restroom woul d not
have put her anywhere near that, and prior to that, she
had al so spoken with Ms. Stitcher outside the building, so
she was on that property a good bit, and I don’t think
that was right, and although --

M5. SULLIVAN. Al right. Do you have any conments
regarding the other allegations?

M5. STRICKLAND: |'msorry?

M5. SULLIVAN: Did you have any comments regardi ng
any of the other allegations that were discussed? There’'s
al so a conplaint regarding Ms. Kandis Strickland.

M5. STRICKLAND: Yes. That’'s what | speaking to.
Kandi s Strickland, you know, didn’t know she couldn't take
the video, but Ms. Striblin had gone in that building so
many times. | had reached out to Lisa Kelly [ph.],
couldn’t reach her, who is the supervisor over elections.
| even called the county rep to try to speak to soneone
about this matter. This was about 4:30. It had been just
goi ng on throughout the day, and so Kandy went in to see
where she was, and she --

MR MASHBURN: Hey. Hey, M. Strickland? M.
Strickland, this is Matt Mashburn. | just have a question
for you. Sorry to interrupt you, but let ne just ask you
one question. Was Kandis Strickland ever within the

hundred-and-fifty-feet of the polling |ocation wearing
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canmpai gn material s?

M5. STRI CKLAND: She was.

MR. MASHBURN:. Just a yes or no question.

M5. STRICKLAND: Hello? This is Kandis Strickl and.

M5. SULLIVAN. Kandis Strickland, please go ahead and
address that question.

M5. STRICKLAND: Yes. This is Kandis Strickland, and
| would |like to address that question. Sir, | was not --
| had ny canpaign material on under not a zipped jacket.
| had on a buttoned blue jean jacket, and that button was
-- it was buttoned all the way up to the top. No one saw
any canpaign material. Yes, | did -- | did not know that
you coul d not video, but | thought it was strange that she
was -- Toni Striblin was standing at the door talking to
the poll manager for a long period of tinme. It was not a
brief period of tine. Wen | walked in, she was al ready
there over at the door where you entered to vote. | went
in the restroom \Wen | cane back out, she was stil
there, and I'mlike, why is she here? Still there, so |
videoed. Yes, | did. But |I did not display material for
anybody to see at the polling place.

| also want to nmake the coment that the investigator
never talked to ne. Wen | got home, there was a card on
ny table. | asked ny daughter -- | said where did this

card come fron? She said Mom it was in the door, so | do
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not appreciate himconmng to ny honme w thout speaking to
nme. |If we had had a conversation about himcomng to ny
hone or himneeting with nme, | would have been there. |
don't think that’s right for you to show up at someone’s
home wi t hout nmaki ng proper arrangenments, and | wll say

again --

MR. MASHBURN. Ckay. So --

M5. STRICKLAND: -- | did not --

MR. MASHBURN. This is Matt Mashburn. Let nme ask you
a followup question, if |I can, please. So how did you
get to where you videotaped? Wre you already there, or
did you conme in fromoutside the hundred-and-fifty-feet
for the sol e purpose of videotaping, and then you |eft, or
what were you doing inside the hundred-and-fifty-feet when
you vi deot aped?

M5. STRICKLAND: | was going to the restroom and
when | cane in to use the restroom the restroomwas right
Inside the door. | went to use the restroom She was
al ready there. She had al ready wal ked her daughter in.

She was in there a long period of tinme, so when | wal ked

in, I was |like, gosh, she’s over there by the door where
people go in to vote. | went on, used the restroom Wen
| cane back out, she was still there. In this world, if
it’s -- if it’s not in black and white and if it’s not

vi deot aped, then it didn’'t happen. | did not know | could
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not videotape in there, and when the poll nanager told ne
| could not have it there, | imediately put it away.

MR. MASHBURN: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. STRI CKLAND: What was your next question, sir?

MR. MASHBURN. That was all ny questions. Thank you.

M5. STRI CKLAND: You’' re wel cone.

M5. THOVAS: And then we also have divia Godw n on
the line. You may unnute yourself and speak now, if you
woul d |i ke to.

M5. GODWN Yes. M nanme is Oivia Godwin. |I'm
basically just a witness. | actually saw Ms. Striblin
going in and out of the poll with her canpaign shirts on
as well. 1 did not witness Ms. Strickland, Kandis
Strickland, taking a video, and | think naybe the reason
she did take the video was due to she w tnessed her doing
sonmet hi ng that was unjustifiable or a violation to the
canpaign. And like | said, when Ms. Striblin went into
the voting poll, she went several tines, which was
I mredi ately, |ike, back-to-back. So if she was using the
restroom-- and that’s why it was so concerning to us as,

you know, people out there w tnessing her doing this and

not hi ng bei ng done about the situation. |1t’s because she
did it on several occasions, which was, |ike, back-to-
back. It’s not |ike she went to the restroom one hour and

then went back two hours later, you know. She saw her
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daughter cane up. She had just --

M5. SULLI VAN:  Thank you.

M5. GODWN.  -- wal ked out of the polling. Pardon
nme?

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, Ms. Godw n.

MR, MASHBURN. This is Matt Mashburn. | just have a
brief question for you, Ms. Godwn. So you're telling us
that you saw Kandis Strickland within a hundred-and-fifty-
feet of the polling location, right?

M5. GODWN No. | didnot -- | did not say that.

MR MASHBURN: Ckay. Was Kandis Strickland within a
hundr ed-and-a-fifty-feet of the polling | ocation?

M5. GCDW N |’m not sure.

MR, MASHBURN. kay. Thank you.

M. GODW N Mrm hnm

M5. SULLIVAN. WAs there an attenpt -- Ms. WAtson, an
attenpt made to interview Ms. Kandis Strickl and?

M5. WATSON:. That was the purpose of going and
| eaving the card to try to speak to her.

M5. SULLIVAN. Ms. Strickland, did you reach out to
the investigator after the card was |left at your house?

M5. THOVAS: You can unnute yourself now.

M5. STRICKLAND: Yes. | emailed him

M5. SULLI VAN Okay. Thank you. Do any of the Board

nmenbers have any additional questions? GCkay. The
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reconmendation is to refer both --

M5. THOMAS: Toni Striblin would like to say one nore

M5. SULLIVAN: COkay, Ms. Striblin. Go ahead briefly.

M5. STRIBLIN. Hi.

M5. SULLIVAN: Just briefly, please.

M5. STRIBLIN. Hey. Yes. | just wanted to follow up
that | had never shown any of ny canpaign -- ny shirt was

not in view M jacket was zipped up the entire tine.
followed the instructions of the polling director, and |
went in three tinmes over the whole day, so | just wanted
to clarify ny statenent, and if there’s anything | need to
learn fromthis, please send ne a letter of instruction.
Thank you.

M5. SULLIVAN: Okay. Thank you. Wuld any of the
Board nenbers |ike to make a notion?

MR, MASHBURN:. Matt Mashburn, | nove that we accept
the recomendati on for both allegations.

M5. SULLIVAN. We have a notion to accept the
recomrendati on of the investigator on this matter. Do we
have a second?

M5. LE: Anh Le, 1’1l second it.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion and a second. Is
there any further discussion? Al in favor, please say

aye.
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THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN. And that’s none opposed, and that
notion passes. Thank you all for being here. The next
case is 2020-025, Liberty County.

M5. WATSON:  On June 9th, 2020, the Secretary of
State’s Ofice receiving the follow ng conpl aints during
the general primary election in Liberty County.

Conpl ai nant Kevin Burns [ph.] reported when he presented
hi msel f at Precinct 2 to vote, he selected to vote a
Republican ballot. M. Burns advised a poll worker told
himthe only way he could vote for local officials would
be if he selected a Denocratic ballot. M. Burns stated
the poll worker said | amnot trying to change your m nd.
Conpl ai nant Shane Patty [ph.] reported he arrived at the
polling precinct at 6:30 AA.M, and he was the third person
inline to vote. Shane Patty stated the poll workers were
havi ng i ssues with the nmachines. Shane Patty advi sed
peopl e were | eaving, and the nmachi nes were goi ng down.
Shane stated the poll did not open until 7:30 A M, and he
did not |eave until 8:45 A M

Conpl ai nant Richard Austin [ph.] reported when he
presented hinself at Precinct 6 to vote, a poll worker
repeatedly told himand others if they voted a Republican
ball ot, they could not vote for the |local officials.

Ri chard Austin alleged that several poll workers had
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candi date reelection shirts inside out, and you coul d
still see -- make out what they said.

| nvestigation revealed as to all egation one, Kevin
Burns, he was told he was not eligible due to an absentee
bal | ot being issued to him M. Burns advised it took
approximately thirty mnutes to work through cancelling
the absentee ballot so he could proceed to vote. The pol
wor ker then assisted M. Burns, advised the voter who had
enqui red which | ocal races were on the ballot, and she
told himthat nost of themwere on the Denocratic ballot.
There was no substantiation of the violations.

| nvestigation revealed in reference to allegation two
that 11 of the 13 polls in Liberty County failed to open
at 7 AM Liberty County attorney L. Kelly Davis states
sone of the delays were due to inadequate training of
el ection workers regarding set-up of voting nmachi nes and
rel ated accessories. Attorney Davis states sonme of the
del ays were due to weat her or inadequate nechanica
systens. Attorney Davis states sone of the delays were
due to poll pads being delivered |late to nost polling
pl aces due to human error. Attorney Davis states at
Precinct 3, three voting machi nes were unable to be used
due to set-up issues.

In reference to allegation 3, the poll workers for

Precinct 6 were interviewed, and they all stated they nor
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any poll workers wore any shirts turned inside out or a
shirt wth candidate information worn on it. The pol
workers all state they did not advise voters to vote one
ticket or the other. Several reported that voters that
requested a Republican ballot and did not see the sheriff
race on the ballot would ask why it was not on the ballot,
that many cancel ed the Republican ballot and were issued
t he Denocratic ballot.

Qur recommendation is for Liberty County Board of
El ection and Registration, Election Supervisor Ella
Gol den, retired, be bound over to the Attorney Ceneral’s
Ofice for violation of 21-2-403, tinme for opening and
closing of polls, inthat they failed to open 11 polls at
7 AM on Election Day on June 9th, 2020.

M5. SULLIVAN: |s there anyone here from Liberty
County?

M5. THOVAS: There is not.

M5. SULLIVAN. 1’1l make a notion to accept the
recomrendation fromthe investigator to refer this matter
to the Attorney CGeneral’s Ofice, if we have a second.

MR MASHBURN:  Second.

M5. SULLIVAN: Mbdtion and a second, any further
di scussi on?

M5, GHAZAL: Ms., --

M5. SULLIVAN. Al in favor, please say aye. OCh, I'm
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sorry. Please go ahead, Ms. Chazal

M5. GHAZAL: That’'s okay. Yes. M. Watson, can you
tell me is there any evidence in the record with regard
availability of sanple ballots prior to voters selecting
their ballot for the primry?

M5. WATSON. Yes. Sanple ball -- sanple ballots were
post ed.

M5. GHAZAL: Gkay. Thank you very nuch

M5. SULLIVAN: |Is there any further discussion?

M5. THOVAS: W have L. Kelly Davis on the line.

M5. SULLIVAN: L. Kelly Davis, would you like to
speak to this matter?

M5. THOMAS: You may speak. You' re unnuted. Kelly
Davi s? You may speak now. You're unnuted. L. Kelly
Davi s, you' re unnuted. You said that you would like to
speak against this case. You can speak now.

M5. SULLIVAN. Ckay. W have a notion and a second
on the table. Al in favor of the notion, please say aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Anyone opposed? GCkay. That matter --
that notion passes. The next case is 2020-095. M.
Wat son?

M5. WATSON: Yes. Sandra Russell filed a declaration
of qualification docunents to run for the office of

superior court judge in Cochise County, Arizona. The
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conpl ai nant chal | enged the residency of Sandra Russell in
court partially due to Ms. Russell voting in DeKalb
County. The conpl ai nant all eges that Ms. Russell gave
testinmony that she was a resident of Arizona for seven
years prior to the hearing in 2020. Voter records

i ndi cate she voted in Georgia in May of 2016 and

regi stered through Georgia Driver Services in May of --
31st of 2018.

The investigation reveal ed Sandra Russell voted in
Georgia during the Novenber 4th, 2014 general election and
May 24t h, 2015 general primary. She also registered to
vote through the Georgia Departnent of Driver Services on
May 31st, 2018. Evidence to support that Sandra Russel
did not have the qualifications to vote or register as a
Georgia elector are Ms. Russell’s April 6th, 2020
decl aration of qualification docunents state she has
resided in Cochise, Arizona for seven years before the
el ection of Novenmber 3rd, 2020. |In testinony fromthe
Superior Court case in Arizona, Ms. Russell advised she
noved to Arizona after her marriage in 2013, she
consi dered Arizona her hone, and she has the intent to
remain in Arizona. M. Russell also advised she has been
a resident of Arizona for 7.5 years. The Court found by a
preponder ance of the evidence that Ms. Russell was, in

fact, a resident of Arizona prior to January 2016.
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Ms. Russell advised if she did anything illegal, it
was not intentional. She stated she has been a Ceorgia
resident for 16 or 17 years until she noved to Arizona.
Ms. Russell stated she has a |law practice in CGeorgia and
was goi ng back and forth for cases. She advised she still
has property in Georgia that she owns and pays property
taxes on. She did not have a chance with all of her
trials, going back and forth, having a famly and
everything el se, she did not get around to registering to
vote in Arizona. She stated she did not vote in both
pl aces. M. Russell advised she has voted for many years
in Georgia. The main reason she voted is because she
still had not obtained an Arizona driver’s |license. She
did not have what she needed to register to vote in
Arizona. M. Russell stated she does not have an excuse
other than it was not a priority. She was dealing with a
trial and a two-year-old at the tine. Qur reconmendation
Is torefer to the AGs Ofice Sandra Russell for
violation of the Georgia el ection code 21-2-561 and 21-2-
S71.

M5. THOVAS: And we have M. Rick Ryczek on the line
representing Sandra Russell.

MR RYCZEK: Good norning. This is attorney R ck
Ryczek. | would -- | would respectfully the Board to

either dismss this case or we would ask for a letter --
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letter of instruction to be issued. This is as close to -
- if it did violate the law, it is as close to an innocent
violation as you can get. She was -- and |’msorry that
we can’'t be together today. 1'd prefer to be able to
gesture and hand you docunents, but | enuniled the
counci | nenbers that | could or the Board nmenbers that |
could find email addresses for just to give you an idea of
t he nuance of what was going on in Ms. Russell’s |ife at
the tine.

She had gotten married in August of 2013, and she --
she shared her tine between Georgia and Arizona fromthat
time period forward until about 2016/’ 17 where she becane

-- it looks |ike August of 2016 where her daughter began

school, and she renmained full-tine in Arizona. She -- she
spent about half her tinme early on -- early in that period
in Georgia -- or nore than half her tine in Georgia.

Si nce she owned a hone, since she had her car titled in
Ceorgia, she felt that that was her residence at that tine
as well, and if you look at the -- the definition of

resi dence, and I’ mreading 21-2-2, now, she wasn’t -- she
wasn’'t researching the law at the tine that she did this,
but when you | ook back on it, even as a | awyer | ooking
back on it, it’s somewhat confusing. And -- and if we

| ook at subsection 32, residence neans domcile, she was

domciled in Georgia at the tine that she voted. She
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voted in the primary election in 2014, and she -- |’'m
sorry. She voted in the general election in 2014 and the
primary election in 2016 at a tinme where she was spendi ng
at least half or nore of her time in Ceorgia.

|’d like to -- 1'd like the Board to consider very
strongly that she never voted in nore than one
jurisdiction. There's no intent to get sone additiona
right that she didn’t think she otherw se had, so with --
with respect to the voting allegation, we would ask the
Board to dismss this. | can’t imagine that the Attorney
General’s O fice would want to prosecute sonebody that is
doi ng everything she can to conply with the law. She’'s
living half her time in one state and half her tinme in
anot her state, and the sane argunent could be nade if she
had voted in Arizona, and we don’'t want to put voters
trying to do the best they can to fulfill their civic
obligations in a position where they -- they feel they
could be in jeopardy, and that’s what woul d happen if the
Board were to forward this to the Attorney CGeneral’s
O fice for prosecution

Wth respect to the 2018 registration, we're -- we're
perpl exed by that. W don’t know how she got registered.
["m-- I’mguessing it has sonething to do with when she
renewed her driver’'s license. |If that is the case,

don’t know if she did it over her tel ephone or whether she
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didit at a -- we just don't recall having -- how -- how
she got her renewed driver’s license, but there are boxes
you have to check. Perhaps there’ s sonmething you have to
swear to, but it is our understanding, and it is her
nmenory that she never re-registered to vote in Georgia in
2018. W’ ve submtted to the Board those emails we coul d
find with her witten registrations to vote, and those, |
believe, were in 2013 and 2011. And |I’'msorry, not
registrations to vote, renewal of her driver’s license in
2011 and 2013, and both of those, she did not ask to
register to vote. She specifically said |’ m not
registering to vote, so it’'s perplexing to us that she
woul d have done that in 2018 and to trust this argunment in
support that she’s not trying to register to vote, and if
she did, it was in error, she did not, in fact, vote. She
did vote in Arizona, where she was living full-tinme and
had her dom cile and residency in Arizona by 2018.

So based on that, we would respectfully request that
the -- the Board of Elections either dismss this case or
Issue a letter of instruction. This is a woman who i s
doi ng her best to fulfill her civic obligations. She was
caught between living in two different places at the tine
-- at the sane tine, and if she did make a m st ake,
there’s certainly no crimnal intent, was not know ng, and

she has a |lot at stake. She’s a practicing attorney. She
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is barred in both Georgia and in Arizona. This canme up
because she was running for election, and her opponent,
who |I'msure is on the call, is -- was upset with -- wth
t he canpai gn and is seeking prosecution, and I would -- |
woul d add that they are seeking prosecution or pushing for
prosecution in Arizona as well for Ms. Russell having
registered in Georgia. How they would have jurisdiction,
I don’t know, but sonehow, the -- the conpl ai nant has
pushed for that, and it’ Il be interesting to see -- see
how they intend to try to prosecute a case in Arizona for
conduct that occurred in Georgia. But the conduct that,
in fact, occurred in Georgia is, | think, innocent
conduct, a m stake.

M5. SULLI VAN:  Thank you.

MR. RYCZEK: -- wouldn’t rise to the know ng | evel
Thank you.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, M. Ryczek. Ms. Russel
did file a declaration in Arizona where she decl ared that
she had been a citizen of the State of Arizona for 7 years

before her election; is that accurate?

MR RYCZEK: It’s -- it’s ny understanding she said
she was a resident. She resided -- | believe she said she
resided in Arizona for that relevant tine, which -- which

she did, and she resided in Georgia during the rel evant

tinme as well, and if you | ook at the definitions in
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Arizona and in Georgia, it -- it appears you can. You
have the -- you reside in Arizona wth the intent to stay,
to remain, which she did. She wanted to remain in Arizona
the rest of -- the rest of her life and maintain her
marriage there. She was going back and forth from
Ceorgia. She had to -- she had to have a physica
presence in CGeorgia due to her daughter and the custody
I ssues wth her daughter, so she did -- when she was in
Georgia, she -- she was also there in Georgia -- or here
in CGeorgia, residing in Georgia.

M5. SULLIVAN. Ckay. Thank you, M. Ryczek. Do any
of the other Board nenbers have any questions for M.
Ryczek? Okay. |t appears that they do not. The notion
Is to bind Ms. Russell over to the Attorney Ceneral’s
Ofice for the violations listed in the conplaint.

MR. MASHBURN. | nove that we accept the
recommendati on

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion. |s there a second?

M5. LEE This is Anh Le. 1'mgoing to second it with
a comrent to the attorney’s point that the opponent is
pushing for prosecution. W’re binding it over because
that’'s the correct thing to do under the facts, but we are
-- we are not acting on behalf of or by influence of any
opponent or any third party outside of the facts that were

presented to us, so | second this notion.
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M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion and a second. Is
there any further discussion? Al in favor, please say
aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN: There are none opposed, and that
noti on passes. Myving on to SEB case nunber 2020-134.

M5. WATSON: In this case, Angela Wite-Davis
reported two absentee ballots were returned to her office
after verifying the voter was deceased. |nvestigators
bel i eve M. Robert Ranlett Shepherd [ph.] signed his oath
envel ope for the Novenber 3rd, 2020 el ection. A
conpari son of his signature on the oath envel ope was
al nost identical to the known signature of the decedent.
The ballot was mailed to M. Shepherd on Septenber 18th,
2020. He did not die until August 6th, 2020. The ball ot
was not counted in the election.

| nvestigator -- investigators do not believe Herman
Robert Jackson [ph.] signed his oath envel ope for the
Novenber 3rd, 2020 election. The ballot was requested in
May of 2020 and mail ed Septenber 18th, 2020. The oath

envel ope signature does not appear to match the known

signature on file for this decedent. Signature appears to

be a match to those of denda Jackson [ph.], the w dow of
M. Jackson. d enda Jackson advised she filled it out for

her husband as she knew how he wi shed to vote. She
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advised if she knew it was such a big deal, she would have
thrown it in the trash. Qur recommendation is for d enda
Jackson to be referred to the Attorney General’s Ofice
for violation of 21-2-562

M5. SULLIVAN. Is Ms. Jackson on the line? Ckay.
Who do we have that would like to speak to this case?

M5. THOVAS: Mel anie Ray, you may now speak, and Ms.
Jackson is on the line.

M5. SULLIVAN: The recommendation is to bind M.
Jackson over to the Attorney General’s O fice regarding
the allegations in this case.

MR. MASHBURN: | nove that we accept the
recommendati on

M5. SULLIVAN: And I'Il second that notion. |Is there
any further discussion? Al in favor, please say aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN: Any opposed? And that notion passes.
The next case is 2020-157, Spal di ng County.

M5. WATSON: On Election Day and the days that
foll owed the Novenber 3rd, 2020 el ection, we received nmany
conpl ai nts regardi ng Spal di ng County. On Novenber 3rd,
Spal di ng County reported that none of the poll pads were
able to create voter access cards for voters to be able to
pull up their ballot on the ballot-marking devices. It

was erroneously reported that a system update had occurred

98




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

the night before the election. A No Inc. representative

I nvestigated and advi sed that the data used to wite the
voter card was not inported correctly or was corrupted for
Spalding. It was unknown as to if the issue occurred
during the initial voter file upload or during the bul k of
days. In order to correct the issue, No Inc. sent staff
along with a Dom nion enployee to the voting |ocations in
Spal di ng and brought down the information to correct the

i ssue. Checklists to conplete after the voter file is
updat ed conpl eted has now been provided to the County to
try and catch this type of issue before Election Day and
was in place for the January 2021 election. This
checklist requires a voter access card be created and
tested during prelimnaries to verify the card is
functioni ng properly.

Regardl ess of the cause of the issue that nade the
pol | pads unavail able to create voter access cards, the
pri mary breakdown on El ection Day appears to be the direct
result of lack of preparation and training by the Spal di ng
County Elections Ofice, specifically failure to know and
train for the new rul e regarding energency situations and
the use of energency ballots, also failure to train the
pol | workers on how to create ballots manually on the
BMDs. Instead, the County fell back on the previous

instructions for the prior, previous nmachines to go to
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provi sional ballots. This created issues when it was
found that there were no energency ballots at the pol
| ocations, and there were very few provisional ballots at
the polls resulting in individuals delivering unknown
nunmbers of provisional ballots to poll |ocations, the
pol | s not havi ng enough envel opes to properly process the
provi sionals according to code. Sone precincts were --
with nultiple conbo codes were not verifying the voter was
bei ng i ssued the correct provisional ballot style
according to the conbo code they were entitled to vote.
Due to the volunme of provisionals at sone precincts, the
provi sional containers were overflowing, resulting in
makeshi ft containers being utilized that were not secured.
Spal di ng El ection Board nenbers were requested by
Marcia Ridley to go to the precincts and pick up
provi sional ballots. This was done with a single person
going to the polls to pick up provisionals and transport
t hem al one back to the Elections Ofice. A container
utilized in at | east one situation was an open box that
was not secured. There were not transfer fornms conpl eted
to indicate how many were picked up fromthe precincts or
turned over to the Elections Ofice. Sone poll nanagers
expressed they could not conplete the recap sheet at the
closing of polls since they had no i dea how many

provi sionals were delivered during the day or how nmany
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were picked up. Marcia R dley, the El ections Supervisor,
advi sed she made the decision to use provisionals, nmainly
because she states she was not trained on energency
bal | ots, and the poll workers were not trained either.

Leading up to the Novenber election, the State
provided nmultiple training opportunities to include
conference calls every Tuesday. In March of 2020, a
backup procedure guideline for the voting equi pnent which
ref erenced the use of energency ballots were provided to
the County. These procedures were di scussed on the March
19th state-wide call and posted on Firefly, which county
supervi sors have access to. The backup procedures outline
the systemrequires energency ballots, that the precinct
woul d use the energency bin, and that energency ballots
are not provisional ballots. These procedures were also
di scussed on the August 7th state-wide call. The state-
wi de call report was posted on Firefly. Also, both posts
-- rem nders about these procedures were posted on the
follow ng dates: March 3rd, 2020, June 8th, 2020, August
7th, 2020, and Cctober the 30th of 2020. These procedures
were al so di scussed during the election training.
Power Poi nts and recordi ngs of the webinars were posted on
Firefly under webinars: March 19th, 2020, October 8th,
2020, and Decenber 8th, 2020.

Marcia Ridl ey requested information pertaining to the
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enmergency ballot rules and the |ocation of where to find
the new rules. This was in Decenber, after the Novenber
el ection, indicating that she had not been famliar with
the rules and procedures prior to the el ection.

Spal ding was not the only county that had the voter
access cards that would not |oad on Election Day. In one
exanpl e, the el ections supervisor had prepared a manua
for the poll manager for energency procedures, and they
had conmpleted training on the procedures in issuing
emergency ballots and utilizing a ballot-marking device to
manual ly load a ballot for the voter. They were able to
orderly process voters until the poll pads were reset.

COver forty conplaints were submtted regarding
Spal ding County. One that was reported in the news
concerned a report of ballots in the dunpster behind the
El ection Ofice. This was found to be unfounded for
ball ots. The Sheriff’s Ofice was notified and responded.
The Sheriff’'s Ofice advised they collected the materi al
that had al ready been gone through by the reporting
i ndi vidual. They took them back to the Sheriff’'s Ofice
to be sorted. It was verified that docunments originating
fromthe Elections Ofice were in the dunpster. The
docunent s cont ai ned birthdays, addresses, phone nunbers,
voter registration nunbers, political party affiliations,

and emai |l addresses for sonme electors in Spal ding County.
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There were enpty absentee ball ot secrecy envel opes and

bl ank enpty outer envel opes. No ballots were found in the
dunpster. The Sheriff’s O fice checked other dunpsters at
all 18 polling locations to verify if there were any
ballots or election materials and did not find any in the
ot her | ocations. The voter’s nane, the nonth, the date of
birth, and email addresses for registered voters would be
a violation of 21-2-225(b).

Unsecured provisional containers at the senior center
pol | location, the poll manager advised that the
provisional bag filled up, and they had to use an
unsecured Rubbernai d contai ner and a banker’s box to place
provisionals in. This would be a violation of SEB rul e
183-1-12-.18. It was also confirned that the poll officer
did not have elector Donald Crider sign a voter
certificate prior to voting, a violation of 21-2-431(a).

El ector Sel bsta [ph.] and her husband requested an
absentee ballot that did not arrive. MVoter page had the
incorrect address listed with the incorrect city listed.
She went to the Elections Ofice and filled out paperwork
to correct the incorrect address and request an absentee
ball ot. Approximately two weeks |ater, she checked
MyVot er page, and the address was still incorrectly
listed. She went back to the office on Cctober 14th and

showed themit had not been changed, and no ball ot
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received. Annette Forty [ph.] at the Elections Ofice in
Spal ding reported that she changed the address on

Sept enber 28th, 2020 and gave the information to another

el ection enpl oyee, and she processed the request, and they
were issued a ballot on Cctober 28th, 2020. Election Net
does not show that the ballot were -- was issued on
Cctober 28th. Failure to process the absentee ballots of
M. and Ms. Selbstra as requested after nunerous attenpts
woul d be a violation of 21-2-431(a). As a result, the two
i ndividuals did not vote in the election.

El ec -- El ector Dunaway reported he had to vote on
paper and was given the incorrect district race on his
ballot. He wote in the correct candidate of his choice
on the incorrect ballot. No poll official was alerted to
the incorrect district on the ballot. This would be a
violation of incorrect ballot style.

El ector report -- reports that she went to vote at
the First Assenbly of God poll |ocation and took her
absentee ballot to surrender so she could vote in person.
She reports the poll workers were confused about what to
do. The elector also reports that she did not sign in and
did not sign the poll pad or a voter certificate. She
went to the ballot-marking device where the ballot was
encoded, and she nade her selections, printed the ballot,

and scanned t he ball ot.
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The poll manager reports that when the nmachi ne woul d
not bring up the ballots fromthe voter access cards when
t hey opened the poll, they were told to issue provisional
ballots. She states that voters were to be first checked
in on the poll pad so their identification could be --
could be verified. Later, the office advised themhow to
pull up the ballot on the ballot-mrking devices -- pul
up the ballots for Precinct 19. The poll nanager was
famliar with the process of having the voter surrender
t he absentee ballot -- by mail ballot and/or sign an
affidavit prior to voting. The poll manager states that
they were not able to get the absentee mark off the pol
pad so they could have the elector sign the poll pad.
There is no docunentation of a voter certificate for this
el ector, in violation of 21-2-431.

As to those who went out and upl oaded provi si ona
ballots fromthe poll |ocations while voting was stil
taki ng place, Marcia Ridley advised that Spal ding County
El ection Board nenber Betty Bryant stated that as the
provi sional ballot bag -- bag started to fill that she
went to go pick up the voted provisionals -- provisionals
fromthe precincts. She picked up fromthe UGA precinct.
The box was not secured or |ocked. The poll workers took
their box of provisionals and dunped theminto the box in

the backseat of her car. The box Betty had in the car was
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provi ded by Marcia. Betty advised that she was al one as
she collected the ballots and that a sheriff’s deputy was
escorting her to the car. Betty Bryant advised that she
did not countersign for the provisionals that she picked
up. She then drove the box of voted provisionals to the
El ections Ofice to turn themover to Marcia. No count
was made of how many was delivered or signed by her. She
obt ai ned two nore boxes and went to the Presbyterian
Church precinct and the Roberts Fire Station precinct to
pi ck up voted provisionals again. No paperwork was
conpl eted or signed for.

Ms. Bryant stated that she believed the other Board
nmenbers were al so picking up provisional ballots.
Mar garet Bentl ey advi sed she went to precincts to check on
provi sionals, and the container was not full, so she did
not pick up. M. Jones [ph.] was contacted and stated he
was serving as a Republican Party appointee at the
Spal ding El ection Board and advi sed that he was foll ow ng
direction of Election Supervisor for his duties during the
el ection but did not provide an answer to confirmor deny
i f he had picked up provisional ballots or not.

It was reported that poll manager Clay Davis did not
have all voters to sign their nanes on poll pads or the
voters’ certificates. The poll manager stated that every

voter did sign the poll pad or signed a voter certificate.
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However, records indicate 20 people did not sign a pol
pad or a voter certificate before voting.

An At hens-d arke poll nmanager reported that poll pads
were not charged, printers had not been filled with paper,
three of the six voting machines were m ssing seals, voter
cards were not able to be encoded, insufficient supplies
of sal non-col ored security envel opes, |ine nonitor not
trained, office staff not trained. The poll manager
advi sed when they ran out of the sal non-col ored security
envel opes for the provisionals, they were told to just
wite the voter’s information on the outside of the white
envel opes. The poll manager advised she inforned Marcia
Ri dl ey about the seal on the scanner but did not do so
when it was first discovered.

When the poll opened and they discovered the voter
access cards were not encoded, she was instructed to use
provi sional s but was only given a supply of 10 for the
poll location. There was approximately 50 waiting in
line. They requested additional provisionals and received
themin approximately forty-five mnutes but were not
gi ven enough sal non envel opes. The office instructed her
to continue using the provisionals, wite the voter
information on the white envel ope. They were supplied
wi th approxi mately one thousand and then later in the day

wi th approximately five hundred nore. She received a text
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nessage to explain how to encode the ballots straight on
the ball ot-marki ng device from Marcia. She states the
text was not clear as to which code they were to use for
their precinct. They were able to get the process started
with the ball ot-marking devices and clear the norning rush
out by 10:30. It was 4 P.M before the poll pads were
fixed so that voter access cards coul d be encoded.

The poll manager al so stated that the provisiona
bal | ot clerk did not know that the paper provisionals were
conbo code specific, so they were not ensuring that voters
recei ved the proper ballot they should have issued to
them violation of SEB rule 183-1-12-.11(2)(c) and 18
counts of all 18 precincts were not supplied wth 10
percent of energency ballots, SEB 183-1-12-.18(4)(c), when
they failed to determ ne what ballot style to issue to the
I ndi vi dual voters voting at this precinct.

An el ector advised that when she went to vote at
Eagl e’ s Landi ng Church, she was told to place her ball ot
in a scanner bin which was unl ocked and open. It was
found that there was no poll pad signature for the el ector
Deni se Muehr or a voter certificate. The ballot was
brought up on the ball ot-marking device, and she was
allowed to vote. Credit for voting for the el ector was
entered by Spal ding County on April 1st, 2021. Spal ding

County advi sed the page containing the list of voters that
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voted at the precinct contained the elector’s nanme, but
the page of voters was inadvertently m ssed when they were
entering credit for voting for the electors who signed a
voter certificate. There was 20 that were listed on the
list.

Pol | manager at United Baptist Church reports voter
access cards not encodi ng properly, provisional ballots
delivered w thout any way to determ ne how nany were
delivered to the precinct in order to conplete a recount
sheet, voters not signing poll pad or voter certificate.
The voters were verified on the poll pads and their nanes
listed on the elector list. There were 286 that did not
sign in on the poll pad or conplete a voter certificate at
that precinct.

Qur recommendations are for the following to be
referred to the Attorney CGeneral’s O fice: Spal ding County
Board of Elections and Voter Registration and forner
El ecti ons Supervisor Marcia Ridley for violation of SEB
rule 183-1-12-.11(2)(c)(d), the el ections superintendent
shall| cause each polling place to have a sufficient anount
of emergency paper ballots so that voting may continue
uni nterrupted if energency circunstances render the
el ectronic ballot-marking printers unusable, but if an
energency situation exists that makes voting on the

el ectronic ballot-markers inpossible or inpractical, the
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pol | manager shall alert the el ections superintendent that
it’s inpossible. Filing a determ nation of an energency
situation is in -- in the description of the election
superintendent. The types of events that may be
consi dered emnergenci es are power outages, malfunctions
causing a sufficient nunber of electronic ballot-nmarkers
to be unavailable for use, or waiting tinmes |onger than 30
mnutes. Training information, webinars, and the SEB
rul es were avail able for Spal ding County Board of
El ecti ons Supervisor, former Elections Supervisor Mrcia
Ridley to learn the rules and proceed with using energency
bal | ot s.

Al so, Spal ding County Board of Election and Voter
Regi stration and former El ections Supervisor Marcia Ridl ey
for 21-2-225(b), when they failed to ensure that election
docunent s containing confidential voter information was
properly disposed of, and for SEB rule 183-1-12-.18, also
addi ng Bonnie Ann Arnett [ph.], provisional ballots was
vi ol ated when the el ections superintendent shall also
provide a booth for voting provisionals in the encl osed
space and a secure container in which the voted
provi sional ballot shall be placed. Spalding County Board
of Election and Voter Registration, former Elections
Supervi sor Marcia R dl ey, and Bonnie Ann Arnett for

violation of 21-2-431(a) when Donald Crider reported he
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did not sign his nane before voting on Novenber 3rd. This
I nformati on was confirnmed by Spal di ng County Board of
El ecti on enpl oyee Carla Rapp [ph.].

And Spal di ng County Board of Election and Voter
Regi stration and forner Election Supervisor Marcia Ridl ey
for 21-2-431(a), when Triana and R chard Sel bstra [ ph.]
made several attenpts to obtain the mail-in ballot for
Spal ding County. M. and Ms. Sel bstra never received
their mail-in ballots and were not able to vote. Spalding
County Board of Election and Voter Registration and forner
El ection Supervisor Marcia Ridley and Quincy Nelson [ph.]
for violation of SEB rule 183-1-12-.18(3) when Abi gail
Locke [ph.] voted a provisional ballot in the UG polling
| ocation and was not provided an inner or outer envel ope.
Spal di ng County Board of El ection and Voter Registration
and forner Elections Supervisor Marcia R dl ey, pol
manager Bonnie Arnett for SEB rule 183-1-12-.18(3) when
M. Dunaway was not issued the correct ballot containing
District 2 Spalding County Conm ssioner race but was
Issued a District 1 ballot instead.

Spal di ng County Board of El ection and Voter
Regi stration and forner Election Supervisor Marcia Ridl ey
and poll manager Susan Autry [ph.] for 21-2-431(a), that
every primary and el ection, each elector who desires to

vote shall first execute a voter certificate. d enda
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Brum ey did not sign her nanme on a poll pad or voter
certificate before voting. Spalding County Board of
El ection and forner Election Supervisor Marcia R dley for
21-2-215(i), when they failed to enter credit for voting
in the Novenber election for G enda Brum ey. Spal ding
County Board of Election and Voter Registration for 21-2-
413(h), when Board nenbers took possession of voted
provi sional ballots and transported them w thout a second
el ection official being sworn or any transfer
docunent ati on

Spal di ng County Board of El ection and Voter
Regi stration, former Election Supervisor Marcia R dley for
SEB rule 183-1-12-.11(2)(c), 18 counts, when all 18
precincts were not supplied with ten percent energency
bal | ots. Spal ding County Board of Election and Voter
Regi stration and forner Election Supervisor Marcia Ridl ey
and Susan Summerland [ph.] for SEB rule 183-1-12-
.18(4)(c), as they failed to determ ne what ballot style
provi sional ballot to issue to the individual voters
voting at the precinct on Novenber 3rd, 2020. Spal ding
County Board of Election and Voter Registration and forner
El ection Supervisor Marcia Ridley and day Davis for 21-2-
431(a), 20 counts. At every primary and el ection, each
el ector who desires to vote shall first execute a voter

certificate. And Spal ding County Board of Election and
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Voter Registration, fornmer Election Supervisor Marcia

Ridl ey, Julia Howard [ph.] for a violation of 21-2-431(a),
286 counts. At every primary and el ection, each el ector
who desires to vote shall first execute a voter
certificate.

M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you for that presentation, M.
Wat son. Would Fulton County like to address -- | nean,
Spal ding County |like to address these all egations?

M5. THOVAS: Yes. First, we have Stephani e Wndham
on the phone. You may speak.

M5. WNDHAM  Good norning. This is Stephanie
Wndham | amthe county attorney for Spal di ng County,
and | would like to say that these neasures -- these
matters will be conpletely rectified by our next election.
W have a new El ection Supervisor, and we al so have an
entirely new Board of Elections starting in Decenber. The
Decenber menber is our ol dest menber, our nobst senior
menber on the Board at this tinme. The other four have
been appointed in -- as of May and June of this year.

| certainly cannot argue that there were nmany, nany
failures at our Novenber 3rd el ection. Those began with
the -- the situation where none of the machi nes worked at
7 AM, and this was at all precincts, all 18 precincts in
Spal ding County. That exacerbated everything that

happened next. Qur -- I'’mnot sure if Marcia Ridley is on
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the line. | do know that | have Clay Davis and Margaret
Bentl ey who would |i ke to speak. There were -- we can't
deny that hundreds of voters did not sign poll pads.

Qur main issue is -- was a lack of training on
emergency ballots. Qur Election Supervisor did not train
on energency ballots, and therefore, none of our pol
managers or poll workers were trained on energency
ballots. | believe any of our poll managers woul d have
determ ned that the situation they faced on the norning of
Novenber the 3rd was indeed an enmergency. These pol
managers have done the best they could with what they had.
They made several calls throughout the day, nearly -- I'm
aware of several poll nmanagers who nade several calls
t hroughout the day to the Elections Ofice. Sone were
given conflicting information, and I -- | would ask that
t hese poll nmanagers be given the consideration of letters
of instruction. There are nmany experienced poll nanagers
that are -- are naned in these allegations, and they were
doing as they were told as they were trained.

The -- the chain of custody issues, those Board
menbers who picked up those provisional ballots would tel
you that they were alone and that in some cases the ball ot
containers were not secure. These Board nmenbers were al so
doing as instructed based on the fact that the entire day

was chaos, and these Board nenbers would al so appreciate
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letters of instruction in these natters, as they were
sinply doing as they were asked to do and in an effort to
be hel pful and to nake sure that every person’s vote to
count on Novenber the 3rd.

| am somewhat at a |loss as to say any nore other than
to reiterate that we do have a new El ecti on Supervi sor
She started on Monday, and it is her intention and -- she
has begun already to inventory. She has been in touch
with the Secretary of State about recertifying our
machi nes and our election server. The new Board is fully
aware of all the issues fromthe Novenber 3rd el ection,
and it is their primary goal to provide adequate training
for everyone involved: poll workers, Board nenbers, the
El ecti on Supervisor, everyone in the Elections Ofice in
the future. That training has already started with a
visit fromour liaison Robin Carr, who spent the day with
us training on Senate Bill 202, also answering our various
guestions. Robin has been a wonderful source for us, as
has Sarah Beck, and we appreciate the Secretary of State
provi ding those resources for us. It is the Spalding
County Board of Election’s main goal -- in fact, their own
goal is to put on a free, fair, and transparent el ection
in Novenmber of 2021. Thank you, and I do know that C ay
Davis is here to speak, and | believe that Margaret

Bentley is also available to speak.
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M5. SULLIVAN. If he would |ike to speak, please go
ahead.

MR DAVIS: This is Cay Davis. Thank you for
allowing ne to speak considering how busy you all are. |
was a poll manager at Precinct 21 and have been a pol

manager for five plus years, so | think |I understood the

system beforehand. |I'ma retired Arny officer and known
as a rule-follower. | believe strongly that my voting
team woul d be classified as rule-followers as well. This

Is exactly why | selected themfor their noral and
character. The investigation found that twenty voters in
nmy precinct did not sign either the poll pads or voter
certificates. | and nmy team both understood how i nport ant
it is to have those signatures. As it turns out, | cannot
refute anything on that investigation. W were basically
told when we turned in the machi nes that we would not be
able to get back into those machi nes, and after the
docunentation was provided to ne, | was once again told
that | would not be able to validate any information in

t hose machi nes.

Normal Iy, | would stand before you and say that |
take total responsibility. This was human error. The
conputer shows that there were no voter signatures on the
pol| pads, but that’s not exactly what | believe happened

and what ny teamthinks happened.
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If youll allow nme a couple of mnutes, I'll try to
wal k through. Wen the systemwent down, one of them-- |
had two poll pads. One of ny poll pads would sinply
reboot and then reboot again and then reboot again every
time it got up to where we were able to use it. The other
pol|l pad would reboot a couple of tinmes -- or three tines
an hour. W were able to validate every person who cane
through by using that poll pad. Sonetines, when it
rebooted, we had to start that voter back through. O her
times, we did not. Things Iike the scanner not reading
the ballots at all caused us a situation that was simlar.

| want to tell you that | do not have a high | evel of
confidence that this was a human error. | believe that
the poll pads, when they rebooted over the entire day,
that twenty signatures were lost. | knowthat's hard to
believe with our reliance on technol ogy, but with the pol
pads rebooting routinely, | think that those were | ost.
My teamfeels strongly that they checked every signature
to make sure that it was there. They understood how
inmportant it was. W understood when this happened that
this was going to be a seriously |ooked at situation, so
at the end of the day, after the polls closed, we hand
counted every ballot. W validated that information
agai nst the poll pads and the ballot-marking devices to

make sure that the nunbers matched up. There was a slight
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di fference between a card that wasn’t read properly and
had to go back through, if you understand that whol e
system W are absolutely certain that every ball ot that
was cast was cast by a registered voter in our precinct.

| want to say thank you for taking the tine to listen to
one poll manager’s view of how this thing happened. Thank
you.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, M. Davis. | believe we
have one additional person who would like to address the
Boar d.

M5. WNDHAM | believe that's --

M5. THOVAS: Yes. 1Is she -- is she onthe line with
you?

M5. WNDHAM She is not here with ne, but she was

going to be on -- on the call.

M5. THOVAS: Ckay. | do not see her listed on the
call, but we do have sone other people that would like to
speak.

MB. W NDHAM  Ckay.

M5. THOMAS: So Ms. Ashley Gles [ph.], you may
speak.

M5. G LES: Can you hear ne?

M5. THOVAS: Yes.

M5. G LES. Hello? kay.

M5. SULLIVAN. Yes, we can hear you.
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M5. G LES. Does this have -- does this have anything
to do wth -- | was not there on El ection Day. However, |
was there on the 4th, when they were going through their
provi sional ballots. They had stacks and stacks where we
were | ocked out. Does that have anything to do with that?
There was a case nunber that was given over to --

M5. SULLIVAN: Yes. That is include -- that is
included in the -- in our investigation report.

M5. G LES:. GCkay. Do you -- do you guys have the

video of that? Because | can show you, | nean, |ike, how
many ballots there were in these envel opes comng out. It
was -- it was tons of them | asked the Secretary of

State’s investigator if he needed the videos. He said he
woul d neet up wth ne to get the videos. However, that --
t hat never happened.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you. So you wanted to let us
know t hat you have vi deos of --

MS. G LES: | do.

M5. SULLIVAN. Okay. Thank you. |Is there anything
el se you wanted to say regarding those allegations at this
time?

M5. G LES. | was wondering every polling place has a
box, and | was just wondering if copies of the poll
manager’s book is also available online, if it’s avail able

to all of these people, you know, working -- working the
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polls that day?

M5. SULLIVAN. | do not know the specifics of this
matter. | can tell you that this case is going to be
referred to the Attorney Ceneral’s Ofice, and there wll
be opportunity for further investigation into all the
al l egations that were presented.

M5. G LES. kay. Thank you.

M5. THOVAS: And next, we have Donald Crider. You
may speak now.

MR. CRIDER Yes. Can you hear ne?

M5. THOVAS: Yes.

MR CRIDER Ckay. Yes. M nane is Don Crider, and
I’mjust a local concerned citizen. | think the
investigator did a great job summarizing the -- what |
woul d consider multiple issues surrounding this election,
and everything there would be an accurate description of
what, you know, the Spal ding County voter experience was.
Essentially, in ny opinion, everything the El ection
Supervi sor could possibly do wong, she did wong, and
with all due respect to Ms. Wndham | would hope -- |
woul d hope that these issues are corrected prior to the
next election, but in nmy opinion, there has to be ful
accountability for this past election. What the
| eadership did in this election goes beyond | ack of

training. It was a conplete breakdown, and | fully
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support this matter being referred to the Attorney
General’s Ofice if we want voters to have confidence in
Spal di ng County el ections. And w thout voter
certificates, I don’t even know how these election results
were certified, so | fully support noving this matter to
the Attorney General’s Ofice.

M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you for your comments. Next?

M5. THOVAS: Next, we have Christine Hall man.

M5. HALLMAN: Hello. Can you hear ne?

M5. THOVAS: Yes.

M5. HALLMAN: I'm Christine Hallman. | live in
Giffin, Georgia. | vote at Precinct 19. M husband and

| were the second and third people in line for the
presidential election at Precinct 19. W walked in. W
gave themour driver’s licenses. They gave us the little
yellow voting card. W went to the machi nes, but the
machi nes were down. W had to wait for an hour for them
to figure out what to do. They couldn’'t get anybody in to
fix the machines, so they finally gave us the provisional
ballots to conplete, but that was quite confusing. They
didn’t have pens, different things, to help with that, but
we did get to vote on the provisional ballot. They kept
that little yell ow conputer card that contained our
personal information. W were concerned about that. W

were told that the conputers did finally conme back online
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around 10 o’ cl ock.

| called on 11/8/ 2020 to verify that our ballots were
counted. Mary of the Spal ding County El ections Board
verified that they had not been counted, but they would be
counted that day. She took ny nane and nunber and said
that they would call nme back with verification when it was
counted. Well, | called back on 11/11 because | never
received the call. Mary stated they were not allowed to
give ne the information, so | called Brad Raffensperger’s
office to file a grievance. |’ve also called Joy
Ferguson’s office as well. Raffensperger’s office stated
that Spal ding County was required to give ne the
i nformation, and they were going to have soneone to cal
me back fromtheir office. | did not receive that cal
back.

However, Raffensperger’s office told nme that MyVoter
page, the verification section, was grayed out and that ny
husband’s was too. They stated there was no reason for
that to be grayed out. | called Spal ding County back and
stated that | had called Raffensperger’s office and fil ed
a grievance, and they stated that Spal ding County was
required to give nme the information regarding nmy vote
count. Mary had Carla give ne a call. She stated that
m ne and ny husband’s votes were counted. | asked why our

screens were grayed out. She stated that when they
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counted the votes, they went in and grayed them out, but
they would | ater update the information. However, they
never updated that information. M information on My/Voter
page only changed when | went in for the early voting for
the runoff election. Then, the informati on showed that |
had done the early voting for the runoff, but then |ater
on, that was grayed out as well a few days |ater.

|’ mconcerned that ny vote didn’t count in the
presidential election or the early voting for the runoff
because | just have no confidence in this election process
as it was -- went on in Spalding County. | did receive a
call from Raffensperger’s office froman investigator that
sa -- he stated to nme that nmy vote did count. He called a
few nont hs back, and -- but he could not verify who |
voted for. That was ny first concern.

The second concern is when we were standing there for
an hour waiting on themto figure out how to get the
machi nes up and wor ki ng and what was goi ng on or what they
were going to do wth us, | asked the poll worker at
Preci nct 19 about them being connected to the Internet.
The man stated they were not, but they had yell ow et her net
cords plugged into the machines. Wen we went for the
early voting of the runoff election, all the wires at that
voting precinct near the senior center, they were all

covered in black tape everywhere. You could no |onger see
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what color wires they were, and | found that a concern as
wel | .

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you. Yeah. Thank you, M.
Hal | man. W do have a -- we do have a listing of all of
your allegations within this, and this matter is going to
be referred to the Attorney Ceneral’s O fice for further
instructions, so in the interest of tine, if we --

M5. HALLMAN: That was all | had.

M5. SULLIVAN: Ckay. Thank you so nuch.

M5. HALLMAN:  Unh huh. Thank you.

M5. THOVAS: W have one nore person. Denise Miehr,
you may speak now.

M5. MJEHR  Yes. Thank you. | also voted in
Spal ding, and here is ny concern. Well, first, | want to
say | was very inpressed with at the beginning of this,
you said a prayer, brought God in. You said a Pl edge of
Al | egi ance. You brought country in. | respect that, and
| love that. | also respect that you have this platform
where people can err their grievances or problens.

My problemw th this whole thing is as this | ast
| ady, the last couple of people, stated there were a | ot
of things wong with this election, and I, for one, -- ny
husband and | were there before 7 AM W never |eft
there until 11:30 A.M, so neanwhile, what went on while

we were there during that first hour, a |ady cane out and
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told us that the machi nes were down because there was a
software update the night before, and then all the
machi nes were down. Now, that, to nme, wasn’t right, and
that’ s what made nme very suspicious, and so when we went
into the whole thing, | was kind of questioning how this
was goi ng to go.

At one point, they let us inside because it was cold
i nside, and we were there for so |long, and at one point,
they said if you' re going to vote the provisional ballot,
go in this line, but if you re going to wait for the
machines to be up, then go in this room WlIl, we decided
we wanted to vote no matter what, so we decided we woul d
stay in the line for provisional ballots, but if the
machi nes were up by the tinme that we got to the front,
than we preferred the machine. By the tinme we got up to
the front, there were, like, two or three rows of chairs
where we kind of, you know, played musical chairs until we
could get up to the lady signing us in, and ny husband and
| both, one by one, showed our |icense, signed in. Sharon
Solo [ph.] was the person sitting there, signing us in,
and then, we were not given an individual card the way we
normal ly are to use in the machine.

There were only two machi nes working by the tine we
got up there, and they inserted the car, and ny ball ot

printed out. | was never offered a provisional. MW
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ball ot printed out of the machine. | carried it over to
the scanner. The scanner wasn’t working. | was just
asked to drop it in the bin. WelIl, that just -- all of

that just didn't seemright. Even though, you know, |
knew several of the people there, and, you know, had no,
you know, question to doubt, you know, the integrity of
any of that, but the whole thing was just not right.

And so when | went hone, | wote an email to the
Secretary of State, and | hadn’t heard back for a while,
but meanwhil e, there was another inportant el ection com ng
up, the one for the Senate, and before that el ection,
because that was a highly inportant election to people, ny
husband and | received in the mail an official voter audit
stated how we voted since 2014, that we did or did not
vote, and it said on here -- well, both ny husband and | -
- | have the letters in front of ne. Both ny husband and
|, it said we didn't vote in the 2020 election. Well, we
nost certainly did. M husband was so upset. He went to
the voter office in Giffin and talked to the people
there. They told himthat his vote counted, and because
of the upcom ng election and so on, they just didn’t have,
you know, all the, you know, updated info or sonething.
Vell, | did not go that day.

M5. SULLI VAN:  Thank you.

M5. MJEEHR Well, wait. One nore thing, please.

126




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

127

M5. SULLI VAN:  Thank you.

M5. MJEHR  Then, | received a call fromthe
investigator telling me that he didn’t understand what
happened because according to the records, ny husband
voted, but | didn't. Now, that’s not right. You know, he
went down to conplain, and all of a sudden, they switch it
over that he voted, and then, |I didn't go, so they're
saying | didn’'t vote. This isn't right, and if -- if you
fol ks want people to stop doubting what went on, you need
a forensic audit. You should be pushing for that because
there are many people who think all of this is wong, and
if you really care about transparency, you will push for
that because there are nmany people who are not happy with
the way all of this went. And | please beg you, please
consi der that. Thank you.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, Ms. Miuehr. | think I speak
on behalf -- that’s all -- | think I can certainly speak
on behalf of the Board that just the sheer volune and
nunber of m stakes and allegations in this case is -- is
sinply overwhel mng. Thank you, Ms. Wndham for being

here, and hopefully, Spalding County is on the direct --

correct path to direct all of these -- all of these errors
so that we will have a -- the next election will be a
snoot h one. | believe that the nmotion in this case is

going to be refer this to the Attorney CGeneral’s Ofice
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for consideration, and, in fact, | wll make that notion.

MR. MASHBURN:  Second.

M5. SULLIVAN. And there is a second. |s there any
further discussion, or would any of the other Board
menbers |ike to nake any comrents at this tinme? | think
so nmy notion is to accept the recomendati on of the
investigator to refer all of this, all of the Respondents
and matters to the Attorney General’s Ofice. W have a
second. If there's no further discussion, all in favor,
pl ease say aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN.  And there are none opposed, so that
notion passes. It is 12:22. W’re going to go ahead and
take a 35-minute break. At the sane tine, we are going to
go into executive session for discussion of pending
litigation. We will cone back at 1 o’ clock, if that’'s al
right with all the Board nenbers. Ckay.

M5. LE. Do you need a notion?

M5. SULLIVAN: Yes. W need a notion to exit in --
to go into executive session

MR MASHBURN. So nove.

M5. LE: Second.

M5. SULLIVAN: Al in favor, please say by -- saying
aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

128
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M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you. W wll reconvene at 1
o’ cl ock out of executive session. Thank you.

(Meeting break)

(Meeting resunes)

M5. SULLIVAN: Good afternoon. It is 1 o’ clock, and
we will reconvene the State Election Board. | wll nake a
notion that we exit out of executive session.

MR. MASHBURN:  Second.

M5. SULLIVAN. W' ve got a notion and a second. Al
in favor, please say aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN. And we are back into regul ar session.
Next on our agenda is case nunber 2020-165, G eene County.
Ms. Watson?

M5. WATSON: The Greene County Board of Elections and
Regi stration received in Novenber of 2020 ballots from
G eene County voter Alyssa Shonte MIler [ph.] that was
pl aced in the June 2020 general election primary envel ope.
In reviewng the voter’s account, the Elections Ofice
found that no ball ot had been sent to the voter for the
Novenber 2020 el ection. Respondent failed to cooperate
with the investigation. It is unknown how the Respondent
was able to secure an absentee ballot for the Novenber
2020 general election. The G eene County Elections Ofice

did not count the Respondent’s ballot in the Novenber 2020
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el ection due to the discrepancy. Qher than the absentee
ball ot sent to the Respondent at her address of record on
May 26t h, 2020, no other absentee ballots in the
Respondent’s name or any name of any other voter was
mai l ed to the Respondent’s address for the Novenber 2020
general election. Alyssa MIller stated that whatever cane
in the mail, cane in the mail. Qur recommendation is to
refer Alyssa Shonte MIller to the Attorney CGeneral’s
Ofice for a violation of 21-2-384(c)(1).

M5. SULLIVAN.  We have no one here to speak on behal f
of this case. Do any of the Board nenbers have questions
for Ms. Watson? The recommendation is to refer the case
matter to the Attorney Ceneral’s Ofice.

MR. MASHBURN: | nove that we accept the
recommendati on

M5. SULLIVAN: [I'Il second that notion. Any further
di scussion? Al in favor, please say aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN. And there are none opposed. Case
nunber 2020-170, Bartow County?

M5. WATSON:  On Novenber the 9th, 2020, we received a
conpl ai nt regarding unsolicited nmail ed absentee ballots
during the Bartow County 2020 general election. According
to the conplaint, a couple received nultiple unsolicited

absentee ballots in the nmail, and a deceased voter
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received a letter in the mail thanking himfor his vote.
An interview with the conpl ai nant reveal ed the docunents
that he received in the mail were nore than likely
applications for absentee ballots and not actual issued
mai |l ballots due to the fact that the description of what
was received did not match what an absentee bal |l ot | ooks
l'i ke.

Regardi ng the deceased voter who received a letter
t hanki ng himfor voting, the conplainant did not provide
the voter’s nane. He was referring to a coworker who
nmentioned that they had saw it in the letter. The
conpl ai nant did not provide any information pertaining to
the thank you letter. Thank you letters were not mail ed
by the Elections Ofice. Qur recommendation is to dismss
the cases. There was no allegation substanti ated.

M5. SULLIVAN: There is no one here to speak on this
case.

MR, MASHBURN: | npve to accept the reconmendati on
and dism ss the case.

M5. LE: Second.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Any further discussion? Al in favor,
pl ease say aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN.  And there’s none opposed. Case nunber
2020- 184, Cobb County.
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M5. WATSON: Al |l egati on one, Candace Fisher [ph.]
all eges that while she was a credential ed voter review
panel nenber, she observed during the voter review panel
there were tinmes between October 28th and Cctober 29th
when no Republican representatives were present, and the
room where voter review panel was bei ng conducted was not
secure. There were many boxes stacked 8 to 10 feet high
adj acent to the door. There was not -- no security at the
door. There was no supervisor of the boxes. An unknown
adult mal e was seen reaching into one of the boxes.

Al l egation two, conplainant Bailey Bernard [ph.]
advi sed that they requested an absentee ballot which did
not arrive. They later received notice that the ball ot
was rejected because of a signature m smatch. They
advi sed that they did not submt the ballot indicated by
t he Board.

The not her of Matthew Mal oof [ph.] advised that she
dropped her son’'s absentee ballot into the drop box and
went to the office on Friday, Cctober the 30th. She
checked online to confirmthe foll ow ng Wednesday and was
unable to do so. She later was told that it was rejected
for being delivered after the 7 P.M deadline on Tuesday,
11/3. She additionally advised that the Georgia Voter
Hotl i ne said her son never requested an absentee ballot.

Megan Harris [ph.] alleges that Shannon Mal oy |ived
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i n Massachusetts and voted in Georgia. Salleigh G ubbs
al l eges food trucks were at the Cobb County Board of

El ecti ons on Cctober 27th and were not nonparti san.
Russell Wiite [ph.] alleges that he never received his
absentee ballot. He advised that he has been getting
different answers from people with Cobb el ecti ons.

I nvestigation revealed the list of representatives
for the revi ew panel was provided, show ng adequate
representation. There was also alternates available if a
representative did not show up. As long as two parties
were present, they continued: Republican, Denocrat, and
Li bertarian. The buil di ng was equi pped with | ocks,
caneras, and an alarmsystem Near the rear of the
bui | di ng, the assenbl ed boxes and stacked the enpty boxes
up for use. There were election enpl oyees assigned to the
doors to check in those on the voter review panel. The
boxes the conplainant referred to were enpty boxes.

The ballot for M. Bernard was not cancelled due to
signature msmatch. It was cancelled when it was returned
as undeliverable fromthe Post Ofice in a letter sent to
the requester. The ballot that was requested by M.

Mal oof was for the June election. The June el ection
bal | ot was voted and deposited in the drop box for the
Novenber election. The ballot was rejected, as it was

recei ved after the el ection June deadline.
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It was confirned that the el ector Shannon Mal oy noved
from Cherokee County, CGeorgia to Massachusetts in
Sept enber of 2020. She voted in the Novenber 2020
el ection, as well as the January 2021 el ection, in
Georgia. The elector advised that she believed she had a
few nont hs to change her residency for voting.

As for the food trucks, no docunentation of this
vi ol ati on was provided or could be |ocated. Cobb County
El ecti ons advised to the knowl edge the trucks that were at
the poll locations conplied with the state |aws and rul es.
The el ector did request an absentee ballot that was issued
and mai |l ed on Septenber 18th, 2020 and then cancell ed at
the request of the elector on Cctober 18th, 2020, and a
second absentee ballot was issued and nailed. No absentee
bal | ot was received back fromthe el ector.

Qur recommendation is to dismss all allegations
except allegation four. 1In reference to allegation four,
we reconmend Shannon Marie Maloy be referred to the
Attorney Ceneral’s Ofice for violation of 21-2-571, and |
bel i eve that she has attorney Bruce Maloy that is
representing her.

M5. THOVAS: Yes, and he is on the line. You may
speak now.

MR, MALOY: (Good afternoon. Are you able to hear ne

okay?




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

135

M5. SULLIVAN:  Yes.

MR, MALOY: | appreciate this opportunity, and Ms.
Shannon Maloy is also on the call today. This has been a
m sunderstanding. |1’mgoing to wal k you through the facts
of the situation. |’ve sent each of you a letter that
outlines what our position about this is, but Shannon
Mal oy was born and raised in Georgia, graduated from high
school in Georgia, where she was an outstandi ng student,
and she attended Duke University and graduated from Duke
in 2019. She is a pre-nmed major, and her intent all al ong
was to return to Georgia and attend the Medical Coll ege of
Ceorgia as an in-state resident paying in-state tuition,
so mai ntai ning her residence was sonething that she paid
attention to.

There is a factual m sunderstanding in the
I nvestigator’s presentation. Wen she was called on the
phone and asked the question when did you nove to
Canbri dge, she said Septenber 2020. She noved to
Massachusetts in Septenber of 2019, and the reason she
noved to Massachusetts was -- believe it or not -- she
didn't feel that a degree from Duke University was enough
to enable her to apply to nedical school. |I’mglad I went
to graduate school 46 years ago. She wanted to enhance
her resune, and so she did an internship at a pediatric

hospital in Boston, an outstanding pediatric hospital, in
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order to be able to inprove her changes of getting --
getting into nmedical school. So she went for the purpose
of this internship, and her intention was to enroll at the
Medi cal Col |l ege of CGeorgia so that she would be starting
next nonth in Septenber of 2021.

So the statute says under section 5 if a person
renmoves to another state with the intention of remaining
there an indefinite time and maki ng such state the
person’s place of residence, such person shall be
consi dered to have lost their residence, not wthstandi ng
the person may intend to return at sonme indefinite future
period. WelIl, this was not an indefinite future period.
It had a very definite date attached to it.

But unfortunately, COVID intervened. Taking the
medi cal col |l ege adm ssions test becane very logistically
difficult, and so in February of 2021, Ms. Ml oy took a
job with a healthcare conpany in Massachusetts. After
she’ d been there a couple of nonths and still all the
problens with COVID, she decided that she woul d stay
there. So in April of 2021 for the first tinme, she gave
up on the idea of going to nedical school and decided to
stay in Massachusetts. She changed her driver’s license.
She was then automatically registered to vote in
Massachusetts as part of that process. Since then, she

has withdrawn -- she has notified the voter registrar that
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she is no longer a Ceorgia resident. She never voted in
Massachusetts. She was never registered to vote in
Massachusetts. She never had a Massachusetts driver’s

i cense, and she had every intent of com ng back to the
State of Georgia at a specific tine for a specific reason.

So this is a circunstance, you know, this isn't at
all like the woman from Ari zona that you had earlier.
nmean, one, she’s a |lawer. Two, she ran for public office
in Arizona. This is just a student who plans to cone back
here after furthering her education out of state, and the
only appropriate thing for this Board to do is to dismss
this case. If you send this over to the Attorney
Ceneral’s Ofice, | would suggest to you, you're just
real ly not doing your job, and you're kicking the pan down
the road. Shannon Mal oy didn’t do one thing wong, and,
frankly, she deserves to be vindicated by this Board.
Thank you.

M5. SULLI VAN Thank you, M. Ml oy. Do any of the
Board nenbers have any questions for M. Maloy or M.

Wat son?

M5. GHAZAL: This is Sara Ghazal here. M. Ml oy,
can you re -- go through the tineline again when Ms. Mal oy
accepted the internship, and how | ong she had initially
intended to remain in Massachusetts?

MR, MALOY: Sure. She began the internship at the
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hospital in Boston in Septenber of 2019. She had
graduated from Duke University earlier that year, and so
her original goal was that she would have started at the
Medi cal Col |l ege of CGeorgia in Septenber of 2021, next
nonth. She took a different job in February of 2021, and
it’s after having that job for a couple of nonths that she
realized she really liked that and has at the point in
time, which is around April of 2021, decided that, you
know, I’m not going to go to law -- |I’mnot going to go to
medi cal school. 1'mgoing to stick with this job. Maybe
"1l go to nedical school sone tine in the future.

M5. GHAZAL: Thank you.

M5. SULLIVAN. Ms. Watson, was the -- does the
i nvestigation reflect that the investigator was aware that
Ms. Mal oy was a student.

M5. WATSON: No. The report indicates that she
advi sed that she noved to Canbri dge, Massachusetts in
Sept enber of 2020 and due to the cl oseness of the el ection
decided to keep her Georgia residence. W were not -- |
was not aware fromthe report that she was a student
intending to return.

M5. SULLIVAN: Wth this information that she was a
student, would that change your recomendati on?

M5. WATSON: Yes. Based on that recommendation, |

woul d recomrend that we di sm ss.
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MR, MALOY: And just to clarify one nore tine, Ms.
Mal oy was answering the question correctly. She noved to
Canbridge, Massachusetts in Septenber 2020. |If she’d been
asked the question when did you nove to Massachusetts,
then the answer woul d have been Septenber 2019.

M5. SULLI VAN:  Thank you.

MR MASHBURN: So this is Matt Mashburn. Just to
recap it, she grew up in Georgia, right?

MR, MALOY: Yes, correct.

MR MASHBURN: She went to high school in Georgia.

MR. MALOY: Yes. Honors graduate, AJC Student of the
Year .

MR. MASHBURN: Has she ever voted in a state other
t han Georgi a?

MR MALOY: No.

MR MASHBURN: That’s all 1 have.

M5. SULLIVAN: What’'s the will of the Board?

M5. LE: | nove to accept Ms. Frances’ reconmendation
as anended, that is to dismss.

M5. SULLIVAN: |'Il second that notion. W have a
notion and a second. |s there any further discussion?

Al'l in favor, please say aye.
THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.
M5. SULLIVAN.  And there’s none opposed. The case is

di sm ssed. Thank you, M. Maloy. The next case is 2020-
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194, Fl oyd County.

M5. WATSON: Yes. Qur office opened this
investigation after the state-wide audit identified
approxi mately 2600 ballots that the Fl oyd County Board of
El ections and Registration failed to account for inits
initial voting count certification. Investigation
confirnmed that the Respondent, who served as Fl oyd
County’s Chief Elections Oficial, failed to verify that
all menory cards with votes for the Novenber 2020 gener al
el ection were properly uploaded and reconciled in the
el ecti on managenent system This mshap resulted in
approxi mately 2600 votes not being included in the initial
el ection certification results. M. Robert Brady
presented to the Board that all votes were accounted for
and the vote count could be certified. As a result, the
Board certified the vote count. However, the state-w de
audit of the votes showed that Floyd County had nore
bal l ots than what was reported in the initial vote
certification.

On Novenber 17th, 2020, nenbers of the Floyd County
Board of Elections and Regi stration oversaw t he rescanni ng
of ballots that was conpl eted on Novenber 17th, 2020, and
the results were finalized on Novenber 20th, 2020. CQur
recommendation is for fornmer Chief Elections Cerk Robert

Brady be referred to the AGs Ofice for CGeorgia el ection
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code 21-2-379.11, 21-2-490(3)(b), and SEB rul e 183-1-12-
.12(b) (6).

M5. THOVAS: W have three people fromFl oyd County
on the line, Ms. Virginia Harman, Ms. Vanessa \Waddell, and
Mel anie Conrad. We'll first start with Virginia Harnan,
the Floyd County attorney.

M5. HARMAN. Yes. Thank you. | -- | just wanted to
be sure that | understood that the Fl oyd County Board of
El ections and Registration was al so a Respondent. M.

Wat son, is there a recomendation as to the Board?

M5. WATSON: In the -- | do see in the report that
FIl oyd County Board of El ections and Regi stration woul d be
recommended al so for the sane viol ations.

M5. HARMAN. All right. Then, -- then, if -- if the
recommendation as to the Board is also to refer to the
AGs Ofice, | would like to -- to address that prior to
the Board’'s vote. | do have on the -- avail abl e today our
current Chair of our BCER, Doctor Ml anie Conrad, our
current interimEl ections Cerk -- Chief Elections O erk,
Vanessa Waddel |, and | also believe M. John Scott Husser
[ph.] who was al so a nenber of our BOER | ast Novenber is
online, although he may not have -- have added hinsel f.

But the third nmenber of our Board of Elections and
Regi stration, Doctor Tom Rees, together with the two

i ndividual s | just nentioned, submtted affidavits in
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support of this investigation, and | just want the Board
to understand that these three individuals nmade up our
Board of Elections and Regi stration | ast Novenber. There
is nothing in the report before you that indicates that
any one of themor themacting as Board failed to neet
their duties at any tinme last fall. They acted at al
tinmes in keeping with their |egal duties and their general
duty to act reasonably and responsibly in the conduction
of the election and in the process of the initial
certification of the results and then subsequently during
the audit when the di screpancy and the returns was

di scovered. This Board, you could not ask for a harder
wor ki ng, nore cooperative Board than these fol ks have been
during all of that process, and Ms. Waddel |, our current
Interim Chief, was the assistant Chief Clerk at the tine,
ran the -- the January runoff election just superbly.

If you |l ook at the affidavits that were submtted as
part of this investigation, the Board at no tine prior to
or during the course of their original certification of
the election results was aware that any probl em had
happened with any of our early voting scanners. |In fact,
the m nutes of the Board of Elections neeting in which
they voted to certify the elections indicate that M.
Robert Brady, who was the then Chief Elections Cerk,

reported to themthat all machines had -- had perforned as
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they shoul d have. They inquired of problens, were not
told of any at that tinme, and they certified the el ection
results. There was -- | nmean, other than to have been on
the floor during early voting when one of the scanners
j anmed because a voter had fanned herself with her ball ot
-- other than personally being there, there is nothing
that this Board could have done that they didn't do.

This -- this entire discrepancy in voting, again,

occurred when one particul ar scanner was jamred. That jam

could not be rectified. M. Brady -- later we | earned,
only after the initial certification -- consulted with the
Secretary of State’s Ofice, and when the -- the scanner

could not be utilized again, a new scanner was brought in,
and all of the votes that had been cast up to the jamred
bal | ot were rescanned. For reasons that | don’t think
anybody has been able to determne to date -- despite the
fact that during the audit when the discrepancy was
uncovered, with ny participation and the Board s
participation, a conplete copy wwth all data and neta data
of what was in our Dom nion systemat the tinme has been
turned over to the Secretary of State’s O fice. No one
under st ands why about half of the ballots were scanned and
ultimately counted in the initial report and about half
were not. We don’t know the answer to that.

The key, | think, cones in the investigator’s report
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when it appears that the kind of reconciliation that we
tal ked about earlier today in ternms of | ooking at gross
nunbers of votes for each scanner and gross votes from
each polling location -- that kind of sinple
reconciliation, if it had been done at the tine by the
Chi ef Elections Clerk, could have at |east uncovered the
problem and it could have been reported to the Board, but
that did not happen, and | think that’s a key part of the
investigator’s summary that's before you. This Board did
what they were supposed to do, and when the discrepancy
was uncovered during the audit, they junped in to do
absol utely everything necessary to ensure that this
di screpancy was i nmedi ately addresses, and they worked
night and day to conplete the audit in a tinely manner and
gi ve good results.

So | don't -- | do not see anything in the record
bef ore you today that indicates any violation of either
the Georgia code, the Elections Board rules, or the
Board’s general duty of responsible and good faith
carrying out their duties as a Board, and | think it would
be unfair to themto refer themover at this tine. Again,
t he subsequent actions of the Board indicate a conplete
cooperation in this process.

W have a new nenber on the Board. W have an

interimdirector who's performng incredibly well. W are

144




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

in the process of trying to totally restaff and redefine
the duties of our elections fol ks, revanp our El ections
Ofice. This Board is doing an incredible job at this
time, as our staff is as well. So I would ask you to
truly consider either dismssing or sinply addressing the
Board through letter formas to this particul ar case
before you. And again, Dr. Conrad and our Interim Chief
El ections Cerk, Ms. Waddell, are online if you d like to
ask them any questi ons.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, Ms. Harnan.

M5. THOVAS: And we al so have Tanera Gomala on the
line. You can speak now. You can unnute yourself. You
can speak now.

M5. GROMALA: | -- | -- can you hear ne?

M5. THOVAS:  Yes.

M5. GROVALA: kay. |’'mnot the Mayor of G onal a.

I’ mnot sure where that cane from but | ama Georgian,

and | just have -- | really appreciate what she sai d.

M5. SULLIVAN. 1'mso sorry. Wio is this that’s
speaki ng?

M5. CGROMALA: |'msorry?

M5. SULLIVAN: VWhat is your nanme?

M5. GROVALA: Tanmera G onal a.

M5. SULLIVAN. kay. Thank you. Go ahead.

M5. GROMALA: | have a question. | really thought

145
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that she presented her case well. However, regardless, in
nmy opinion, it should never just be assuned that
everything is at the up and up because we have issues, and
| demand that it go further and not be di sm ssed.

M5. SULLIVAN: Ckay. Thank you for your comments.

Is there someone el se?

o

THOVAS:. Meredith Carter? You nmay speak now.

M5. CARTER Yes. Yes. Can you hear ne?

M5. THOVAS:  Yes.

MS. SULLI VAN Yes.

M5. CARTER. Ckay. |'m Meredith Carter. | represent

Robert Brady, and | just want to quickly address M.

Har man’ s speech about the Board. | feel if M. Brady is
going to the AGs Ofice, the Board needs to conme with us.
The -- when the Board was doing their investigation, M.
Brady was on quarantine. He never even got a chance to
answer any of their questions before they started throw ng
hi m under the bus as the sole person responsible for the
ball ots, and they were the ones that had told us they
woul d |i ke a chance to talk with himbut still have not
communi cated with himto ask himexactly what had happened
so they could investigate what went wong with the

machi nes and with the process, with everything and that
they are absolutely responsible as long as they are the

Board and were supposed to be overseeing the el ection.
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One of their Board nmenbers just submitted an article
in the paper about M. Brady and this hearing today, and
in the background, they have a picture of her and another
Board nenber who were absolutely present at the polling
| ocati on when this was happening, so | dispute that they
were not around as Ms. Harman indicated. They were right
there wwth the Dom nion -- the Dom nion representative in

that picture. There's pictures of themthere, as well as

M. Brady.
M. Brady denies any -- I'msorry -- denies any
intent to jeopardize this election, and we would -- we

wel cone the opportunity to go to the AGs Ofice al ong
with the Board, so the AGs Ofice can get testinony from
all menbers involved and hear exactly fromM. Brady’'s
nout h exactly what happened. Thank you.

M5. THOVAS: W have one nore person that raised
their hand to speak. Mark Swanson, you may now speak.

MR. SWANSON:  Yes. Yes. Thank you for recognizing
nme. | just have a couple of points | would throwin to
what the previous person would comment. According to the
byl aws of the Floyd County Board of Elections under
Article 4, Oficers, the Chairman of the Board shall be
the chief executive officer of the Board and shal
general |y supervise, direct, and control the

adm nistration of the affairs of the Board pursuant to |aw
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and duly adopt the resolutions of the Board. So | believe
that the Board has direct oversight and has been given the
authority to have oversight over the elections and that

i ncl udes any negative issues that conme up. They are
ultimately responsible for it, and there was a comment
made about the -- about the elections being run well.
Subsequent to the general election and the runoff contest,
there was a di screpancy of votes submtted by Floyd County
of three hundred and sone odd votes, and that was the
single | argest percentage discrepancy of votes in the
entire state.

Furthernore, we’ve been doing sone | ooking at the
records, and it appears that there are outstandi ng
violations of the ballot drop box procedures that were
incurred during both el ections where un-oathed individuals
were picking up ballots. And |I’ve also submtted a letter
to our county commssion that I’'ll be happy to provide
this body that cites another 15 possible violations of
el ection | aw that have occurred during the | ast couple
el ections, and so | would al so recommend that the entire
Board be recomrended over w th Robert Brady.

M5. SULLIVAN. M. Swanson, any additi onal
al | egati ons you have regarding el ections in Floyd County,
you are welcone to -- and please do -- forward your

conplaints to the Secretary of State’'s Ofice for
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i nvestigation, but they will not be a part of this file at
this tinme in this case, but thank you for your comments.

MR. SWANSON:  Thank you.

M5. SULLIVAN: Ckay. W have two nore peopl e that
woul d |i ke to address the Board.

M5. THOMAS: First is Vicky Sutton. You may now
speak.

M5. SUTTON. Yes. M nane is Vicky Sutton, and I
voted in Floyd County on October the 13th in person, and
on Novenber the 6th, | checked nmy voter account, and ny
vote was not there. So | called the Secretary of State’'s
Ofice, and they told ne we’re not show ng that you vot ed,
and so | called our Elections Ofice, and they told ne
that ny ballot was upstairs to be counted. Gkay. This
was on Novenber the 6th in the norning, and I'm |Iike,
okay, and she said, well, give ne your phone nunber, and
["1l call you back when we get it in. And so | did, and
at 3:30, | hadn’t heard fromthem so | called the
Secretary of State’'s Ofice and was instructed to go to
the I ocal elections office to see what was goi ng on
because there was a 5 o’ clock deadline. And so -- excuse
me. |’ve been running. |I'msorry. | was out jogging
just a m nute ago.

So | went into the local elections office here in

Fl oyd County, and | wal ked up to the desk, gave them ny
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|icense. They | ooked nme up. She cane back, and she said
-- and this was at 4:30 in the afternoon. She said your
ballot is upstairs to be keyed in, and | said excuse ne,
but | voted in person on Cctober 13th. This is Novenber
the 6th. Wy is nmy ballot just now getting keyed in? And
she said did you sign a white piece of paper when you
voted? And | said yes, ma’am and she said, great. W'l
get you in, and | said by 5 o' clock? And she said yes.

Well, at 9 o' clock that night, it still wasn't there.
| contacted Brad Raffensperger --

MS. SULLIVAN.  Ms. Sutton?

M5. SUTTON.  Yes?

M5. SULLIVAN. I'’msorry to -- I’msorry to interrupt
you, but the -- the -- what you're describing right nowis
not a part of this particular case. |f you have a
conpl aint that you would |i ke to nmake agai nst Fl oyd
County, please submt that as a separate conpl aint.

M5. SUTTON.  kay.

M5. SULLIVAN. Because these allegations are not
related to the cases that are before us in part with these
al | egations --

M5. SUTTON: Ckay. | understand -- | conpletely
understand that. | just heard her say that there was no
probl ens, you know, reported before they found the 2700

ballots, and that’s what | was trying to tell you. | went
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to their office and told themthere was problens, and no
one’'s listening to ne.

M5. SULLI VAN.  Ckay.

M5. SUTTON: So | understand that, and I will contact
whoever | need to, but that’s the only reason |’ m speaking
up i s because she said that, and I went, no, wait a
mnute. | went there and told themny ball ot was m ssing,
So. ..

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Sutton.

M5. SUTTON:  Ckay.

M5. SULLIVAN. And please feel free -- we can open up
a separate case if you forward the conplaint to the
Secretary of State’s Ofice. Thank you.

M5. THOMAS: And then we have one nore person. CQuida
Sans, you may now speak

M5. SAMS: Yes. That's Quida Sans. | was witing a
letter to the Board concerning ny concerns about M. Brady
bei ng so disorgani zed, and so they knew about M. Brady
then because several things had happened prior to that,
and so | have to agree that they’'re doing an excellent job
with the new Interim Chief of Elections, but they did know
about M. Brady and his disorgani zati on and how he had
things not in order, and | brought that to their attention
on July 8th, 2020 when | sent a letter to M. -- to Dr.

Tom Rees. During that period, | was the | ocal president
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of the local NAACP Fl oyd County branch, and so they were
awar e of the probl ens.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, Ms. Sanms. Thank you very
much.

M5. SAMS: Now, is there a -- is there a --

M5. SULLIVAN. 1'msorry? Do any Board nenbers have
any questions, or are we ready to make a notion?

MR, MASHBURN: | don’t have any questions. |’ mready
to make a notion, and that is regardl ess of anything, the
I nescapabl e fact is that but for the audit and the
recount, 2600 hundred people’s votes woul dn’t have been
counted, and everything in the systemis built into the
systemto try and avoid that happening, and here it
happened. So | think that we accept -- | npve that we
accept the reconmmendati on of the inspectors and refer both
Robert Brady and the Floyd County Board of Elections to
the Attorney Ceneral’s Ofice.

M5. SULLIVAN. 1’1l second that notion. |Is there any
further discussion?

M5. GHAZAL: Chair Sullivan, | would just like to ask
as this -- assuming that this case does get referred to
Attorney General’s Ofice, that there be sone attention to
whet her or not this is a training issue and an issue that
the Secretary of State should be addressing nore

general |y, whether or not we should be adopting further
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rules to avoid this from happeni ng, or whether this was
truly an individual problemthat should not recur on the
basi s of personal changes.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you. | agree.

MR. MASHBURN. And it is one of the provisions of 202
that is very inportant that’s just been passed where the
county has to -- has to report how nany votes it had cast
so there will be a lot of eyes able to check on how many
vot es have cast versus how many have been counted, and
that’s an inportant detail that 202 has in it.

M5. SULLIVAN: And we have a notion and a second.

Al in favor, please signify by saying aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN:  Any opposed? None opposed, and that
noti on passes. The next new investigation case we have
today is 2020-205, Fulton County. Ms. Watson?

M5. WATSON:  Yes. In Novenber of 2020, we received 8
conpl ai nts regardi ng the processing of uniform and
overseas citizen absentee voting ballots during the Fulton
County 2020 general election. Qut of those eight, there
were three that were confirmed. The first was a voter
Cory Riscek [ph.] requested but did not receive an
absentee ballot. Voter Jessica Vaughan's [ph.] absentee
bal l ot was mailed to her address of record instead of her

overseas address during the general election, and voter
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M. Kimis [ph.] absentee ballot was nailed to her -- M.
Kimis absentee ballot was mailed to her address of record
i nstead of her overseas address during the Fulton County
2020 general election. Qur recommendation is for forner
Ful ton County Chi ef Registrar Ral ph Jones and Ful ton
County Registration and El ections D vision be bound over
to the Attorney CGeneral’s O fice for a violation of 21-2-
381(a)(2), 21-2-73, preservation of primary and el ection
records, when the Elections Ofice was unable to find a
2020 general election application for absentee ballot for
vot er Jessican Vaughan, and SEB rule 183-1-14-.11, when
the Elections Ofice failed to i ssue an absentee ballot to
voter Ms. Kim at her requested overseas address.

M5. THOVAS: W have David Lowran and Shamira
Marshal | from Fulton County on the line.

M5. SULLIVAN. Go ahead, M. Lowmran.

MR LOAWMAN: Good afternoon. Good afternoon. Wth
respect to the way that absentee ballots are processed in
Ful ton County, the departnent has been reorgani zed and new
positions have been created so the process is different,
will be different going forward. So with respect to the
three remaining allegations, | would ask that a letter of
instruction be issued, and if the Board has any specific
guestions, Ms. Marshall is online to answer any of those.

Thanks.
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M5. SULLIVAN. Thank you. Do any of the Board
nmenbers have any questions?

MR. MASHBURN. No questions, Matt Mashburn. | --

M5. GHAZAL: This is Sara Ghazal .

MR. MASHBURN. -- nake a notion that we accept the
recomrendation. |'msorry.

M5. GHAZAL: |I'msorry. | just had a very quick
guesti on.

MR MASHBURN: Sara, |'msorry. |’ msorry, Sara.

M5. GHAZAL: That’'s okay. |It’s okay, part of the
problemw th doing these renotely. | -- ny question is
whet her or not any of these voters were advised to do an
energency wite-in ballot which is the -- a less optinma
but at least a -- a solution that UOCAVA voters uniquely
have to avoi d being disenfranchised. Was that option nade
avail able to these voters?

MR LOAWAN This is M. Lowan. |It’'s ny
under standi ng that the second all egation that that was
what happened and was conpleted in this case.

M5. GHAZAL: |I'mglad to hear that, and | hope that
that is a -- a practice that will be pursued. Hopefully,
we won’t see cases like this noving forward, but on the
ot her hand, this needs to be standard practice that they
are offered to all voters who -- because overseas voters,

| have been one nyself, and | understand the chall enges,




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

156

and this option needs to be publicized for fol ks who don’t
get their ballots.

M5. SULLIVAN: Thank you, Ms. Chazal. Any further
questions? | believe, M. Mshburn, you were going to
make a notion

MR, MASHBURN: | was going to nmake a notion that we
accept the recomendati on of the investigators and refer
it to the Attorney Ceneral.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a nmotion. |1’Il second that.
Is there any further discussion? Al in favor, please say
aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN. And there’s none opposed. That notion
passes. The last thing on our agenda today is the
Attorney General’s report. At this point, I’'Il recognize
the Attorney Ceneral’s Ofice to do that, their report.
Ms. Charl ene McGowan, please go ahead.

M5. MCGOMAN:  Thank you, Madam Chair, and good
afternoon, Board nenbers. For the Attorney Ceneral’s
report for this neeting, |I’'mpresenting a nunber of
consent orders as well as two orders of dismssal for the
cases that are laid out in the agenda. |’ m happy to
answer any questions that any of the Board nenbers may
have about i ndividual cases, but it is our Ofice’'s

reconmendati on that these consent orders and orders of
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di sm ssal be approved by the Board.

M5. SULLIVAN.  Thank you, M. MGowan.

MR. MASHBURN:. Unl ess any Board nenber has a
question, | nove that they be accepted in bul k.

M5. GHAZAL: | second.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion. Do we have -- we
have a notion and a second. |Is there any further
di scussion? All in favor, please signify by saying aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN: And there are none opposed, and that
notion passes. That concludes our agenda today. | wll
entertain a notion to adjourn at this tine.

MR, MASHBURN. Move to dism ss -- nove to adjourn.
Sorry.

M5. LE: Second.

M5. SULLIVAN: We have a notion and a second, and all
in favor, please signify by saying aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

M5. SULLIVAN. And the neeting is adjourned. Thank
you all for attending.

(Meeting adjourned 1:45 P. M)
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF CGECRG A
COUNTY OF DEKALB

|, Kaitlin Wal sh, Certified Court Reporter, hereby certify
that the foregoi ng pages nunbered 4 through 157 constitute a
true, correct and accurate transcript of the testinony heard
before nme, an officer duly authorized to adm nister oaths, and
was transcribed under ny supervision.

| further certify that | ama disinterested party to
this action and that | amneither of kin nor counsel to
any of the parties hereto.

In witness whereof, | hereby affix ny hand on this,
t he 15th day of Septenber, 2021.

Kaitlin Wal sh, CCR CVR
CCR #: 5910-3132-3171-2256
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