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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. MASHBURN. So since Ed can hear us, I'mgoing to
call this neeting of the State El ection Board to order,
and the first order of business is that we begin with an
i nvocation and Pl edge of Allegiance, and I'd like to
invite Sara Chazal to do the invocation and the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(I nvocati on)

(Pl edge of All egi ance)

MR. MASHBURN:. Thank you. |’'d ask everyone to pl ease
be seated. The next order -- itemon our agenda is the
approval of the board neeting mnutes fromlast neeting.
I"d ask the Board if everyone has had an opportunity to
have a | ook. Well, first, | need to -- before we do that,
et nme proceed with a roll call in essence. W know that
Ed can hear us, so Ed checks in as present. Sara?

M5. GHAZAL: Present.

MR, MASHBURN: Menber Sara Ghazal is present.

DR JOHNSTON: Present.

MR MASHBURN: Dr. Johnston is present, so all of the
Board is present. W do have a quorum Now, we can
proceed to business, and that is has the Board had an
opportunity to review the mnutes fromthe | ast neeting?

Are there any corrections that need to be made? Gkay. At
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this time, I will entertain a notion that the m nutes be
appr oved.

M5. GHAZAL: So noved.

DR JOHNSTON:  Second.

MR. MASHBURN. It’s been noved and seconded. Any
di scussion? All those in favor, say aye.

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

MR, MASHBURN: If all those opposed woul d say nay?
Nay? There's no nay’'s. |t passes unaninously. Al
right. So Ed has joined us both in -- in visage and
voi ce, so wel cone and we appreciate your vote, and we have
marked it for the official neeting records. The next item
on the agenda is public comment, and | have a |ist of
those who have commented, and just a warning, we're in
el ection season, and so tensions are high, and there's a
desire to have one candi date or another benefited, but
that’s not the business of the Board. The business of the
Board is to run the elections uniformy and safely and
transparently, so comments in favor or in opposition to a
particul ar candidate are already rul ed out of order by the
Chair, and so we ask you to respond accordingly, but we're
going to limt it to our traditional three m nutes, and
the first speaker on the list is Rebekah Bennett. | think
we have -- you can cone to this m crophone. Now, we’l]l

turn your mc on
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M5. BENNETT: Good -- good norning, Board. M
guestion is for a candidate that qualified, |ooking for
sone protocol or sone definition into what happened in a
timeline. |1 amtold that they disqualified roughly two
weeks after qualifying closed due to insufficient funds,
and it took the Board until April the 30th to nake the
el ection local -- election supervisors aware of this,
preventing themfrombeing able to reprint ballots or deal
with that. Can you give nme any information on that, the
candi dat e bei ng John London in the 9th district?

MR. MASHBURN. Well, the -- the public coments
section is for you to nake comments. It’s not a question-
and- answer period, so we're --

M5. BENNETT: Ch, okay.

MR MASHBURN: -- I'mgoing to go ahead and rul e that
all statenments in the formof a question are rhetorical.

M5. BENNETT: kay. That’'s fine. So I guess, if I'm
going to nake a statenent to those that are |istening,
pl ease make sure you check your ballots because we do
actually have candidates on there that were too late to be
pul led off, and | don’t want to cause any issues going in
wher e people are uninforned, thinking there’s an actua
candi date on the -- on the ballot.

MR, MASHBURN: Thank you for your comment. The next

speaker is CGeorge Bal bona.
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MR, BALBONA: |’ m George Bal bona. |’mfrom Cobb
County. | have handouts, three sets of handouts, and if
you want, if the general public is interested, there’s
copi es behind nmy caneras over there as well. | have sone
questions and concerns. |'d like to know why Erica
Ham | ton, DeKalb County’'s forner Election Supervisor, was
pl aced on extended | eave of absence prior to her
resignation. | think every Cobb County voter should be
aski ng this because she was recently hired as the Cobb
County registration manager, and | submtted an OCGA --
back in Feb -- February 3rd, which did not get a response,
which is contrary to OCGA 50-15-70, subsection F, where |
shoul d get a response within three business days. They
never responded. | had to resubmt -- unacceptable. |
still haven't received any responsive information
regardi ng that.

| received this spreadsheet directly fromthe
Secretary of State’s Ofice. It has all the counties and
all the conpanies that are handling their ballot printing.
Overwhel m ngly, Tattnall out of Reidsville, Georgia is the
hit. They’ ve been printing in Georgia since 1879. They
print 151 counties out of 159. You said -- just said,
Matt, that the SEB' s goal was uniformty. Well, there’'s
only one county here that is listed as unknown. Quess

whi ch one? My county, Cobb, says unknown. Print files
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sent directly to Cobb -- directly to county, so that neans
the Secretary of State’s Ofice and M chael Barnes [ph.]
don’t know who's printing ballots for Cobb County. | have
a problemwth that. | have a lot nore problens. Let’s
get to them

The other problem | have is that 8 other counties are
using Fort Orange Press out of Al bany, New York. Ckay.
They are playing -- paying exorbitant noney to do this.
Their quote -- their invoice is ridiculous, to quote a
Georgia ballot printing expert, quote, that’'s pretty dang
expensi ve, and he al so nentioned that it also doesn’t
i ncl ude postage, and | want to know why these counties
whi ch i ncl ude Cherokee, day -- bum bum bum-- what is
that? Right here. -- DeKalb, Gumnnett, d arke, Paul ding,
Cher okee, Dougherty -- Dougherty, Lee, Cconee, why they're
payi ng so nuch for ballot printing. | knowthere's
absentee, and there’s, you know, energency and all that,
provisional, but it is crazy. Cobb is paying too little.
The expert says that the bid is, like, half what it should
be by far, and they -- they quoted it |ast year, so
they’ re not maki ng noney. Wy does sonmeone want to
desperately print Cobb’s ballots and not nake noney for
it? | don’t get it.

Lastly, the other reason these guys are on the table

I s because back in 2020, OGm nnett County opened the door
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by doing a nationwide bid for ballot printing, and that’s
why these guys are here, and | have a problemw th -- you
know, that’s why Fort Orange Press is in -- in the
picture, and the problemis that who put themat the table
is the fornmer Ga nnett County El ections Supervisor Kristi
Royston, and she’s currently the Fort Orange Press
representative, handling Georgia and the Southeast. Isn't
that nice? | think there’s a big conflict of interest
there. She’s also making a lot of noney on it too, and
she was on --

MR. MASHBURN:. The next speaker signed up for public
comrent is YG Nyghtstorm

MR, NYGHTSTORM  (Good norning, everyone. M nane is
YG Nyghtstorm |I'mrunning for US Congress in District 7,
based out of OmM nnett County, and |’ve had the pl easure of
speaking with constituents on both sides. Denbcrats and
Republ i cans are very concerned about our election. 1In
2016, the Denocrats were angry, saying that Hlary Cinton
shoul d have won the election, and that there were sone
I ssues there. Stacey Abrans, sone of her supporters, who
in are GM nnett County, said that she should have won the
el ection. There are sone concerns there. In 2020, Donald
Trunp’s supporters said he should have won the el ection.
There are sone concerns there. The fact that the nedia

and sone in the state house are not considering the
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concerns of the constituency is a problemto nme. This
shoul d not be a partisan issue. W have fol ks being

ki cked out. W have fol ks wanting transparency, and, you
know, it seenms |ike some of the | eaders here don’t seemto
want that.

The peopl e deserve to have free and fair el ections
and to have the power to choose their | eaders. Regardless
of whatever political affiliation we have, we shoul d have
the right, as the people, to pick our |eaders, and as a
person running for Congress in District 7, | don't care if
you Denocrat or Republican, everybody shoul d have ful
transparency to this. Everybody shoul d have ful
transparency to every action with every ballot, and every
bal | ot shoul d be counted, and the people should have the
power to know what’'s going on in the background and shoul d

not have a shroud of secrecy. So ny concerns are as a

person runni ng because | have skin in the gane -- this
directly affects ne and others. | don’t care if you
denocrat or republican. It should not matter. The vote

shoul d be the vote, and anybody that’s trying to
mani pul ate the vote, if they break the |l aw, they should go
to jail, and they should be punished. God bl ess everybody
in here, and | hope we can all stand together regardl ess
of political party for what’s right and what’'s true for

the betternent of this state and this country. Thank you.
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MR, MASHBURN:. Thank you for your comment. Next, --
the next speaker signed up for public comment is Sall eigh
G ubbs. Your mic is on.

M5. GRUBBS: Thank you, and good norning. | would
li ke to personally thank you for holding this in-person
neeting because it’'s very difficult to conduct actua
tangi bl e nmeetings via Zoom because you al ways have control
of the mc. Last year, in April, on April 28th, | was
testifying when I was di sconnected, so | wanted to tel
you thank you. |I'mgoing to read a press release. |I’'m
from Cobb County. | did this press release and sent it to
you all on May 5t h.

Unfortunately, the 2022 primry advance voting began
with nultiple issues at polling |ocations throughout Cobb
County. Since the polls opened on Monday, May 2nd,
probl ens have included poll pad voter data being m ssing
and incorrect information in certain ballots. Sone
bal | ot s excluded a state representative race, and sone
bal | ot s excluded the cityhood referenduns. Since our vote
IS anonynous, once a ballot is cast, there is no way to
rectify an issue. Today, we were faced with the sane
I ssues being reported. In addition, the early voting
check-in system E-Net, crashed. Incidentally, it was
al so down yesterday again. W have conflicting stories as

to why. The MyVoter page contains inaccurate or m ssing

11
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information for sonme voters. The problens do not appear
to be isolated; however, we have not yet determ ned the
nunmber of affected voters or the nunber of incorrect
bal | ot s.

To M. Nyghtstorm s comments, it should be one
citizen, one vote, and there should be accountability in
how our process happens. The Cobb County Republican Party
takes election integrity seriously, and we are conm tted
to the proposition that every eligible voter should be
permtted to vote, every |legal vote should be counted
accurately, and every ballot issued should be prepared
correctly. |If we can get lottery tickets right, we should
be able to process ballots. As the representative of the
Cobb County Republican Party, we are el evating our |evel
of concern. The Cobb Board of El ections has suggested an
el ection challenge after the election as a possible
remedy, but we believe that the Ofice of the Secretary of
State and the Cobb Board of Elections exist to prevent
these matters from having to appeal to the courts for
every mnor problem

Al t hough the probl ens may be considered m nor, we
believe -- and | believe personally -- that it is
indicative of a systemic failure. Therefore, considering
the above issues, it is our position that energency

bal | oting provisions should be used as per Georgia | aw

12
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with audits inplenmented as per Georgia |law. This would
entail hand-marked paper ballots so that poll workers can
verify the ballot being issued to the voter as accurate,
and the voter could actually see that the information is
accurate. It is inperative that the voter be able to
verify who they are voting for and what they are voting
for before they cast their ballot. W wll act as needed
to protect the rights of voters fromthe systemc failure.

W have put our election integrity |legal team and the
State GOP on alert that Cobb County GOP will do all wthin
our power to make sure that every legal vote is counted.
As of yesterday, we had conflicting information fromthe
Secretary of State’'s Ofice, and this body exists to
ensure that elections are run appropriately and fairly,
and | am begging you to please step up for the citizens of
Georgia. Thank you very nuch.

MR. MASHBURN:. Thank you for your tine. Next spea --
the next speaker is David Cross. The mc is on.

MR, CRCSS: Thank you. M nane is David Cross. |
live in GMnnett County, CGeorgia. Today, |I’m before you
not because you want nme here for -- for the Board. |’ve
submtted over fifteen well-se -- well-researched
conpl aints on everything frompotential ballot trafficking
vi ol ations, drop box tally sheets with inpossible check-in

ti mes, unsigned tabul ator tapes for nore than 300, 000
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votes in Fulton County, illegal and inproperly installed
el ections software, poll pad check-ins that don’'t match
the statenment of votes cast. | found out about today’s
nmeeting from soneone on Twitter commenting by sayi ng hey,
did you see this? The State El ection Board did not even
notify me of today’s neeting even though ny official
conpl aints are on the agenda today. Nobody told ne ny
conpl ai nts were assigned case nunbers, and ny email was
ignored when | tried to find out which ones would be on
t he agenda today. The | ack of communi cation here is
astoni shing, and it’s enbarrassing.

We the citizens have been asked to believe that this
was the nost secure -- and | won’t even finish the
sentence. Wiy? Because there are so nmany errors,

i nconpl ete and m ssing docunents that it should make even
t he staunchest advocates wonder if the results were the
results at all. |1’ve contacted the Secretary of State
over a dozen tines in the past twelve nonths. | got so
excited when he called ne a few nonths ago, but as it
turns out, he had no idea who I was, and he was sinply
calling me for a donation to his canpaign

The Secretary and the counties have a duty to not
only collect the ballots but to verify the data and then
archive the data. Nobody proofed anything. Nobody ever

| ooked at drop box video. What is the point of security

14
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footage if nobody ever views it? Is it ny responsibility
to do the job of the county and the State El ection Board
and the Secretary of State? The Attorney Ceneral has the
responsibility to prosecute and punish violations of |aw.
So far, he’s done nothing, and no one’s been held
accountable. M understanding is that each m ssing ball ot
image is a thousand dollar fine. That's nearly 2 billion
dollars of litability. The Governor has a responsibility
to uphold the laws of Georgia, and clearly, election |aws
were violated. He has done zero to help the people have
confidence that the |aws were followed. | never thought
I’d say this, but |I'’menbarrassed to be a Georgian. |Is
this the way we run elections in the greatest county on
Earth, like sonme third-rate banana republic? Qur | eaders,
the Governor, and the Secretary of State need to fulfil
their constitutional duties to the citizens. Put on your
bi g boy pants, roll up your sleeves, and get to worKk.
Everyone here wants secure -- wants a secure vote.

El ection integrity is paranount. Thank you.

MR, MASHBURN: The next -- the next speaker -- the
next speaker is Garland Favorito, but just for a second, |
have received your emails, and | have forwarded every one
of them along for processing, so | apologize -- the vol une
that we get -- this is a volunteer Board that has no pay

and no staff, so the volune of enmmils that we get make it

15
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i npossible for us to respond to every enail that we get,

but rest assured, | did get your -- | did get your emails,
and | have forwarded themalong for pro -- for processing.
MR CROSS: | appreciate it.

MR. MASHBURN. Now, in addition, it is customary for
conpl ai nants to receive notice when their cases are being
heard, and if you are a conplainant and you didn’t receive
notice, | apologize for that. That wasn’t -- that is not
the customary thing, and | apol ogize for that. That
shoul dn’t have happened, so |I've -- |’ve been a
conpl ai nant before, and | got notice of the hearing where
nmy conplaint was going to be heard, so that’s the ordinary
course, so | wll find out what happened -- what happened
there, and | apologize for that, but |’ve seen every
single one of them and I’'ve forwarded them al ong, but |
get 300 emails a day with conplaints, so | can't respond
to each and every one and have a full-time job, so |
apol ogi ze for that, but | did want you to know that you
concerns are being addressed. Ckay. The next speaker is
Garl an Favorito.

MR. FAVORITO Thank you, M. Chairman. |’'m Garl and
Favorito, co-founder of Voter GA. W are encourage by the
restructuring of the Board and hope it continues for the
Board so they can gain conpl ete i ndependence fromthe

Secretary of State’s Ofice and that wll help you conduct
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nore |l egitimte, unbiased investigations.

This afternoon, you will receive an email, the final
signed draft of our demand |etter respectfully requesting
that you make two State El ection Board rules conformng to
federal and state law. Wen SB 202 was passed | ast year,
it made ballot inages public, and Voter GA imedi ately
began a state-wi de analysis of themfor the 2020 general
el ection i mages. Qur anal ysis was hindered because we
found that about 70 counties had destroyed roughly 1.7
mllion original ballot imges fromthe 2020 election. In
anot her anal ysis, we found that about 70 counties
destroyed their drop box surveillance video which woul d
have nonitored 181, 507 drop box ball ots.

In both cases, the counties blanmed the State El ection
Board rules that allowed for premature destruction of
i mges and surveillance video. | say premature because
state and federal law requires a two-year retention of al
el ection records. Therefore, the letter that you wl|
recei ve requests that the State Election Board rul es be
changed to conply with state and federal two-year
retention periods. The destruction of the original inages
prevents any neans to verify the election results or the
tab counterfeit balances. Therefore, the letter also
requests the Board to seek a litigation hold on all 2020

general election ballots so that they nmay be preserved

17
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until all litigation regarding the 2020 election is
resol ved. The peopl e denand transparency.

MR. MASHBURN:. Thank you, sir. Thank you for your
comrent. The next speaker is WlliamT. Qinn. The mc
I's on.

MR QU NN Thank you. Good norning. Yes, sir?

MR. MASHBURN. Excuse ne, M. Quinn. Garland, | did
get your draft demand | ater, and |’'ve already forwarded it
along, so | don't have an issue -- like, M. Cross didn’t
know hi s was being processed. Yours is being processed.
Ckay. Al right. But |I’'ve already sent it along, so
sorry.

MR QUINN. That’'s very good. Thank you. So agai n,
WlliamT. Quinn, I'ma resident of Forsyth County,
Georgia. | wanted to this norning make the Board aware of
t he exi stence of analysis fromthe actual ballot records
of a nunber of counties in CGeorgia. Sonme fol ks have
al ready seen this analysis. |It’s based on the actua
ballot listing fromthe systens in those counties. Wat’s
interesting is many of the counties have been very
forthcom ng and happy to turn over the cast the vote
record to us. Notably, there have been several that
haven’t, which begs the question why not? |[|’ve heard
words |i ke transparency, truthfulness, other things this

norning, so as we go forward, | would like to offer to the

18
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Board the opportunity to see the analysis, have it
presented to you. W’IlIl explain the findings and so
forth, and I would encourage the Board to send the nessage
where appropriate to the counties that are not turning
over the informati on yet -- Cherokee, Coweta, Houston --
that they should nmake that information available for the
betternment of everybody’'s visibility to what happened in
these -- in these past elections and for the know edge and
foresight for the people of Georgia. Thank you.

MR MASHBURN: Thank you for your comment. That
concludes the listing of people who have signed up for the
public comrents, so the public comrents section of the
neeting is closed. W now nove to the section of the
neeting that is Board nenber comment, and we proceed in
reverse order, so Doctor, you get to go first as the
newest nmenber of the Board. You get the honor or joy of
going first.

DR, JOHANSTON: Wl |, thank you

MR, MASHBURN: Let ne turn on your mc. There you
go.

DR JOHNSTON: Thank you. To all of you who have
outlined deficiencies or processes that have not been
conpleted, we will do better, but let me -- inmagine with
me for a fewmnutes. |1’mgoing to put on ny basebal

hat. The election is a baseball gane. There are two
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teans wth an intense rivalry. |It’s early in the season,
and the gane is on. There are rules, but the way the gane
is played seens to keep changing. There are new rules
made. The equi pment keeps changing. The bats are heavy.
The bats are light. The balls are small. The balls are
too big. The bases are noved. The lights tend to flicker
on and off. Whoever’s at bat says the field doesn’'t seem
to be level. The scores on the scoreboard don't seemto
reflect the balls, the strikes, the outs, or the runs
batted in, so when the gane is over, neither side is
really sure if they won fair and square.

Now, let nme share a few words -- a few thoughts with
you. What we’'re seeing in the May 24th primary is what |
call a rough start: conplaints by workers that the ball ot
is too long for this election system Election Net down on
day two and day fourteen, Easy Vote unusabl e and ot her
pol | pad problens in Cobb County, Fulton County with early
voting scanners slower than nolasses, Fulton County
scanners |left on 24/7, Fulton County ball ot marking
devices left on overnight, DeKalb County ballots
m sprinted and sent to voters, Fulton County voters given
wong ballots, reports of candi dates not being on ballots,
| oss of chain of custody of absentee ballots in DeKalb
County and then wongly blam ng the Secretary of State, a

Denocrat candidate left off the ballot in HD 36, city
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ref erenduns m spl aced, Cobb County tax collection boxes

m st aken for ballot drop boxes, absentee ballot voter
verification beginning before the posting processing date
with no nonitors and no witnesses. This does not bode
well for the last few days of early voting and El ection
Day on May 24th, and the Novenber election will be

conpl etely out of control if these equi pnent, operational,
and software issues are not resolved.

These di stractions, chaos, and confusion only
increase the difficulty the State El ection Board has in
provi ding oversight, uniformty, legality, and purity in
the elections. M inpression is that election wrkers are
strained and struggling to keep up with the equi pnent, the
operations, and are hel pless when it conmes to any software
problems. In this atnosphere of partisan tension, we need
to do everything we can to sinplify the process, make it
transparent for all candidates and their parties and
ensure that election | aws and regul ati ons are uphel d.
There nmust be renedies, cures, and sanctions for violating
the laws if we want the results to be trusted and
accepted. W need rul es that are understandabl e and
uphel d t hroughout the state, and we need to train against
those rules. W also need to audit the training. W need
to insist on uniformty and accuracy in following State

El ection Board rul es and when | aws and rul es are broken,
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there should be swi ft and neani ngful sanctions up to and
i ncluding barring repeat offenders from being involved in
this very serious election process.

The good people of Georgia are paying a | ot of noney
for this election process, mllions and mllions of
dollars, and I’"mnot so sure they think they' re getting
their nmoney’s worth. W should not continue to create
nore conplexity and shore up what has becone an
untrustworthy system Ryan Germany, the |egal counsel for
the Secretary of State, said we have -- we have a decrease
in confidence of the election systens when he addressed
the State El ection Board a year ago. He went on to say we
need to build back that confidence, and we need to address
things that fall through the cracks and ot her issues.

| ndeed, we do need to address voter confidence.
According to a Rasnussen poll, sixty percent of voters
bel i eve that both parties would cheat to steal an el ection
if they could get away with it. According to the
Rasmussen poll, there are several things that -- that the
maj ority of voters |ike and want: photo I D, nunber one.
It's coombn sense. It’s not a crazy idea, and peopl e want
it wwth nmail-in ballots too in addition to driver’s
i cense nunbers and signatures. Nunber two, accurate
voter rolls, this has the support of nore than eighty

percent of voters. One |legal vote for one |egal voter
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sinple, basic, and not that difficult to achieve. Three,
bi parti san conduct and wtnessing in all election
processes with ballots in by Election Day.

There are sonme things that voters do not like: a very
ext ended voting period. |It’s exhausting for workers.
It’s expensive. It increases the risk for election
abuses. The | ow nunber of voters at the polls do not
justify extended early voting. Two, ballot harvesting,
buyi ng, bullying, intimdation, pressure, threats,
vul nerabl e voter abuse, illegal voter assistance, and
ball ot theft: | call these people vote -- vote predators.
They prey on the weak. Vul nerable voters nust be
protected, and vote predators should be hunted down and
stopped. CQutside -- three, outside private noney or
schemes by so-called non-profits that anpbunt to vote
buying -- these issues were recognized by the Jinmmy Carter
and Janes Baker Comm ssion in 2005, and nost of us think
that they nmake just good commobn sense to ensure el ection
integrity. Those that oppose these neasures are not noti
-- notivated by desire for honest, free, and fair
el ections, but by di shonorable and unethical interests.
It’s time to reset our election conpass to a course that
will guide us to honest, free, fair, and trustworthy
el ections that are conducted uniformy, cooperatively,

accountably, respectfully, transparently, and ethically.
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Thank you.

MR, MASHBURN: Thank you for your comment. The next
menber of our Board in terns of seniority or newness is
M. Lindsey, and so he has joined us by Zoom and so
turn the floor to you, M. Lindsey.

MR LINDSEY: Well, first off, I -- | apologize for
not being able to be there in person, and | appreciate the
fact that | can -- in this age of technology, | can cone

in via Zoom and | do appreciate the comments that were

made -- public comments that were nade as well as ny

fell ow menbers of the Board. | don’'t have any additional
coments at this time, but | ook forward to hearing the
evi dence as -- on the various issues that we have before

us com ng, but good norning to everyone.

MR. MASHBURN: Thank you for your conments, Ed, and |
don’t think I’mgiving out too nmuch information about your
personal life, but you rearranged your entire travel
schedule to be available this norning, so we appreciate
your effort in being here, and even though you' re here via
Zoom that required heroic efforts on your part to
rearrange your entire calendar, so we appreciate it very
much, so thank you very much. The next Board nenber is
Sara Ghazal, so we turn the floor over to Sara.

M5. GHAZAL: Thank you, M. Chairman. And | wanted

to thank every single person who's here today. | know
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it’s not easy being here at 8:30 in the norning, and your
presence here shows your conmtnent to Georgia s
elections. | think we can all agree everyone here,
everyone wat chi ng, and Georgi ans across the state al
depend on free and fair el ections conducted peaceful ly by
nonparti san professionals, free fromintimdation. CQur

el ection officials in 159 counties across the state are
doing everything in their power to nmaintain confidence in
our elections with |imted resources.

Anpl i fyi ng unproven and m sl eadi ng al | egati ons of
voting m sconduct creates a chilling environnent for
voters and el ection workers alike. I'’mwholly conmtted
to working together with ny coll eagues here to find a path
forward with our communities that ensures Georgi ans’ trust
in our election processes, supports our election workers,
and defuses the rising rhetoric and tensions across the
st at e.

| watched the novie that we -- that is on everybody’s
lips, I've read all of the conplaints, and I’ ve wat ched
all of the acconpanying videos that have been sent to the
Board. The clains nmade in the novie have been revi ewed
and refuted by nunerous Republican appoi nted and el ected
officials. GBI Director Vic Reynolds explicitly stated
that he’s seen no evidence linking any alleged cell phone

data to unauthorized ballot delivery. The analysis is
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flawed, and there are assertions there that are wholly
unsupported by any evidence that |’ve been provided.

Aside fromindividual isolated instances that | can count
on one hand with fingers to spare, |I’ve seen no credible
evi dence of any organi zed efforts of unauthorized persons
delivering ballots, |let alone w despread invalid votes
being cast. As the AJC has pointed out, a verified valid
ballot wll be counted regardless of howit was delivered.
In Georgia, absentee ballots are only issued to registered
voters who have applied for those ballots, and those
applications --

MR. MASHBURN: Order, order.

M5. GHAZAL: -- and those applications have been
processed --
MR. MASHBURN:. 1’1l ask the nenber to suspend for a

mnute. The -- the ability of the public to be in this
neeting is a privilege that should be exercised with due
dignity and respect. No one interrupted the speakers when
they had public comment, and no one should interrupt the
Board nenbers, okay? |If we have a problemwth this,

we' |l clear the room and we'll have the public neeting
via Zoom again, so |I’'mgoing to ask all of the people here
in person to conduct thenselves with the respect that the
el ections deserve, the respect that these Board nenbers

deserve, and if not, we'll just clear the room and you
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can watch it on Zoom okay? |If the lady wll continue?

M5. GHAZAL: Ballots are only counted once the
identity of the voter has been verified by checking the
signature on the ballot, and that is the process that was
followed in 2020. Drop boxes are inherently nore secure
than mai | boxes and have been used in other jurisdictions
for decades. Despite the |ack of evidence of w despread
illegal ballot collection activities, real harm has been
caused by these unsupported all egati ons asserted by
i ndi vidual s seeking to profit off of them Election
adm ni strators across the state have testified agai nst
restrictions that were put in place because of how they
limted access to voters, and |’ m deeply concerned t hat
the individuals who are pushing these false narratives for
their own purposes are fueling inflamuatory rhetoric that
risks conflict, but | also have a deep belief that Georgia
voters will cone together across the political spectrumto
reject efforts to dox and intimdate i nnocent voters and
har d-wor ki ng poll workers who are sinply doing their jobs
and that Georgians across the spectrumw ||l condem the
threats to identify and target non-profit organizations
based on unfounded al | egati ons which these sane groups are
threatening to do.

Qur denocratic institutions depend on public trust to

uphold our rights as citizens. |'’mcommtted to worKking
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together with our communities to deepen trust in our
el ections and protect and support our election workers and
voters alike. Thank you.

MR MASHBURN: Thank you. The -- the nenber of the
Board by seniority is ne, so | get to go last, and so what
I’"d like to do is take a few mnutes to respond to the
guestions that | get. As | go through the day, | get
uncount ed nunbers of emails asking ne questions and
sayi ng, have you seen this? Have you seen that? Pl ease,
pl ease see this. Please, pay attention to this. So what
| want to do is take this opportunity to communicate to a
| ot of people all at one tine the questions -- the answers
to questions that | have been receiving.

And so the first question is -- surprisingly, the
suitcase ballot issue is still comng up, and | get lots
of questions about that, so I’mgoing to go take a mnute
to address that. And so what | want to do is | want to
invite everybody in the public who is interested in this,
and especially I'"m speaking directly to voters who have
come to nme and said |’mnot going to vote because the
sui tcase ball ot showed ny vote doesn’t count -- |’'m
speaking directly to you now. | want you to go to secure
vote GA dot com secure vote GA dot comforward slash fact
check, and that has been put up by the Secretary of State

and is the actual video from State Farm Arena. It has
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four caneras, and you m ght be a busy person, and you
m ght say, well, | don’t have tine to watch 14 hours of

four caneras, so what I’mgoing to do is |I’mgoing to nake

it -- all you' ve got to do is watch three and a hal f
m nutes, and so if you go -- if you go to secure vote
Ceorgia -- | mean, secure vote GA dot com forward sl ash

fact check, go to canera 2, tinmestanp 10: 26, and watch the
next three and a half mnutes. You will be able to see
enpty ballot containers -- visibly enpty -- shown on the
canera, canera 2. You can watch the workers |oad the
ballots into the ballot containers, you can watch the

wor kers seal the ballot containers, and you can watch the
wor kers push the ballot containers under the table. So --
and you w Il see that the ballot containers are clearly
marked ballots. So | still have people comng to ne
sayi ng that they snuggled in unauthorized secret suitcases
of ballots. | still get this, and so you can see on this
canera that it says ballots, so all it will take us three
m nutes of your time, three and a half m nutes of your
time. And then also, you can go to canera 4 at the sane
ti mestanp and see what the nonitors are doing, SO you can
watch the three and a half mnutes where those ball ot
contai ners get |oaded, and you can watch the nonitors

wat chi ng or not watching the workers do that.

The second thing | want to do is | want to take a
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mnute to comrend the State’s | awers and representatives
in the legal suits. W have trenendous representation,
and I want to call these | awers out by nane: Josh
Bel i nfante, Vincent Russo, Brian Tyson [ph.], Ml anie
Johnson [ph.], Ryan Germany, Charlene McGowan. They al
do a trenmendous job for the people of Georgia. They're
sone of the brightest |awers out there. They are
certainly the nost -- anong the npbst experienced el ection
| awyers out there, and they have a win ratio that |’ve
only seen exceeded by the Walton Hi gh School girls’ tennis
team that went a hundred and fifty-nine and zero, so these
| awyers are very, very talented. So -- and the State of
Ceorgia is to be very proud. The citizens of Georgia
shoul d be very proud to have them represent them

So one thing we see on the national press, we see
tal ki ng heads get on the television and tell us the
| awyers shoul d have agreed to this. The |lawers shoul dn’t
have agreed to this. And | just want the citizens of
Ceorgia to know that the | awers that are working on their
behal f are sone of the nost tal ented, energetic,
consci entious, and dedi cated public servants that |’ve
ever net, and I'm-- |’mproud of each and every one of
t hem and what they do.

The final thing is that | want to point out |I’ve had

| ots of people say -- beg ne please watch the novie 2000
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Mul es. Pl ease watch the novi e. Pl ease watch the novi e.

So | did watch the novie, and | need to nmake -- 1’1l nake
four points about the -- about the novie. First is | know
Hans von Spakovsky. |’ve known himfor a long time. He's

an acquai ntance of mne. He's a very snmart person. He's
been very interested and very dedicated to issues of
bal | ot harvesting for a long tinme, so he is -- heis a
voice that | trust and -- and -- and is one of the
bri ghtest people | know. So Hans von Spakovsky is in the
novi e, and he nmakes points. Now, nost of the points he's
maki ng don’t apply to Georgia, and in fact, the novie
itself recommends that states adopt a system where ballots
are mailed at the request of the voter who then gets the
bal | ot and sends them back, so in fact, the novie says
that states should adopt this system Well, the thing is
CGeorgia uses that system and has used that systemfor
many, many years, so the citizens of CGeorgia who are --
see this novie and talk to their -- their friends that are
tal ki ng about this novie, the novie suggests that the
ot her states -- they don’t nention Georgia by nane, but
t hey suggest that the other states adopt the systemt hat
Georgi a uses, so you can be confident in that.

The next thing about the novie is they are free to
draw what ever concl usions they want, but the citizens of

Ceorgia need to know that Sara was correct in that a
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ballot that is delivered by a ballot harvester -- and |et
nme take a mnute out of this. |, actually, as -- in ny
experience, | actually was part of a teamthat busted a

bal | ot harvesting ring in Georgia that resulted in
prosecutions, so the citizens of Georgia can rest assured
that they have one of the only people in Georgia that has
actually busted a ballot harvesting ring taking this very
seriously. Now, a brief nonment to talk to nmy Republican
friends out there. Rush Linbaugh used to hate it. |
nean, he woul d go apopl ecti c when sonebody says we have to
i nvestigate this because of the seriousness of the

all egation. He hated that, but here, we're -- us
Republ i cans are now on the other side of this issue, and
we do want it investigated. W do want it investigated
exactly because of the seriousness of the issue.

So we'll give this a fair look. W’IIl call the balls
and strikes fairly as we see them and the chips will fal
where they may, but it’s not going to be a wtch hunt.
It’s going to be done soberly and with great care by
peopl e who know what they’ re doing, and you can rest
assured that I'’mvery famliar with ballot harvesting.
|"ve trained scores of |lawers in what do | ook for over ny
thirty years of doing this. So the citizens of Georgia
can rest assured.

But Sara is exactly correct inthat a -- a vote
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delivered by a ballot harvester, if there is one, is
treated in exactly the sanme nmanner as the vote that you
have delivered yourself. It still goes to the sane
people. It still goes through the sanme process. It’s
still checked against the voter rolls. The signature at
the time was still matched, and so we say is this a voter?
Yes, this is a voter. D d they request a ballot? Yes,
they requested a ballot. Are they authorized? Yes. So
the idea that | got fromwatching the novie was that they
were saying there were 92,000 illegitinmte, manufactured
votes in Georgia, and maybe | m sunderstood the point they
were making, but that was the point | heard. But that is
not true.

A ball ot harvested vote mght be a perfectly | ega
vote. It’'s just the manner of its delivery was illegal.
So that’s a very inportant point that | did not see
mentioned, that | would bring out to those that -- that
want to ask what’s ny opinion there.

The other thing | want to address is that | heard on
the radio the other day an allegation that the -- that the
Governor mailed out 7.8 mllion ballots to people that
didn’t even request them and | al nost drove off the road
because that was -- that statenent was so wong on sSo many
different levels. So let’s address that for a m nute.

First of all, no constitutional officer anywhere in the
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state sent anyone a single ballot. The ballots are sent
out by the county election office, so no constitutiona
officer sent a single ballot to anybody. The governor
didn’t, the Secretary of State didn’t, nobody did. And
second of all, nobody -- other than a handful of m stakes
where an el ection worker just sinply picked the wong --
the name next on the list and sent a ballot off to the

w ong person by mstake, no -- no election worker sent a
bal | ot out that wasn’t requested by a voter. So when they
tal k about nmiled-out ballots and vote by mail, Georgia
does not use that system Although you can send your
absentee ball ot back by nmail, we don’t use vote by nuil,
and what they nean when they’ re tal king about vote by mail
Is they nean that live ballots are mailed out to everybody
on the voting list, and CGeorgia does not have that system
| personally don’t think that’'s a wise system | don't
think we should do that for the sane reason you don’'t send
out a live credit card to sonebody, whether you know t hat
they live there or don't, so Georgia does not use that
system Ballots are only sent when they’re requested.

So that’s a few issues that | wanted to get out to
the public and get off nmy chest, and | think everybody has
the opportunity to speak, and one of the reasons that |
was i nsistent and Sara was insistent and the Doctor was

insistent, and Ed agreed al ong, and the Secretary of
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State’s Ofice and the Georgia Building Authority were so
kind to | et us have this neeting was because | thought it
was i nportant that everybody have a chance to publicly air
their views and get things out in the open that they
wanted to tal k about, so |I’ve gone a long tine, and what
we will do nowis close the Board nenber comment section
of the neeting, and we’ll nove to the update on True the
Vote conplaint, which I think is Ryan Germany. So M.

Germany, the floor is yours.

MR GERVANY: Thank you, M. Chairman. |’ m Ryan
Germany. |'mthe General Counsel for the Secretary of
State’s Ofice. | wanted to give the Board nenbers a

qui ck update on the conplaint from True the Vote that we
received that we are investigating. At the |last neeting,

t he Board nenbers authorized subpoenas to go out. Those
subpoenas have been sent. W are in discussions with True
the Vote s | awers about receiving information, and | | ook
forward to receiving that information so that we can fully
I nvestigate these clains. True the Vote does have sone
genui ne concerns about confidentiality of information, and
so we're trying to work with themto resolve those
concerns. It could be a situation where we end up needi ng
to go to court and have the protection of a court order to
protect confidentiality. So that’s where we are with --

with this. W have not yet received information, but
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we're -- we're in discussions with their lawers. At this
point, | would ask the Board to authorize the AGs Ofice
to take appropriate action if it does cone to a point
where we need to go to court to enforce the subpoenas or
get a protective order. | would ask the Board to
authorize the AGs Ofice to take that action if it -- if
it becomes necessary.

MR MASHBURN:. So that’'s -- if that’s a request for a
nmotion, the Chair will entertain a notion if there are --
if a Board nmenber would |ike to nmake one.

MR LINDSEY: So noved, M. Chairnan.

M5. GHAZAL: So noved.

MR, MASHBURN. kay. We have -- Sara and Ed have
bot h noved and seconded. Doctor?

DR JOHNSTON:  Di scussi on.

MR. MASHBURN: Di scussi on.

DR JOHANSTON: So |I'mvery --

MR, MASHBURN:. Onh, sorry. M fault.

DR. JOHANSTON: |1’ mvery concerned about
confidentiality and actually the safety and wel | - bei ng of
said whistleblower. Do we have any infornmation about the
whi st | ebl owner ?

MR GERMANY: Not at this point, no, ma’am

DR, JOHNSTON: Is there any indication that the

whi st | ebl ower was di scovered and har ned?
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MR, CGERMANY: W don’t have any information about the
whi st | ebl ower at this point. W have requested that
i nformati on.

MR LINDSEY: If | may, M. Chairnman, while -- you
know, within the court systemthere are procedures for
assisting in confidentiality for a whistlebl ower, but
given the allegations that True the Vote cane forward
with, you know, | believe that it is incunbent on us and
the Attorney Ceneral to pursue those allegations and to
see if it, indeed, has any nerit or not, and I would
encourage True the Vote to cooperate with us and cooperate
with the Attorney General to set up the necessary
saf eguards for any whistlebl ower which can be done through
the court system But let’s get to whether or not these
al l egations have any nerit or not. | -- 1 was alittle
bit concerned that in one publication soneone from True
the Vote was quoted as saying that he felt that the
subpoenas were an attenpt to intimdate True the Vote and
harass True the Vote. | believe that was the termthat
was used in this -- in this publication. | certainly hope
that didn't accurately reflect True the Vote' s true
feelings, and | certainly hope that they will -- will work
with the AGto set up the necessary safeguards for any
whi stl ebl ower, but let’s nove forward with the -- with the

I nvestigation.
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Al t hough the best way we can do so is if soneone
conmes forward with specific evidence with someone who can
testify. For that reason, | believe that it’s incunbent
on us to have the AG nove forward.

MR. MASHBURN. Doctor, do you have --

DR, JOHANSTON: | do not want to put the well being or
safety of sonebody in jeopardy, and | think we need to
have a mechanismto offer protection to necessary parties
before we can really proceed with this investigation.

MR GERVANY: | think the nechanismto do that is
what we’re discussing. | think a court order could --
could assist wth that, and that’s why |’ m asking the
Board to authorize the AGto take appropriate action both
to enforce the subpoena if it becones necessary but al so
to ensure, you know, sufficient confidentiality of -- of
i nf or mati on.

MR MASHBURN: Any further discussion? Any further
di scussion? |If not, at this tinme we're ready to proceed
with the notion to authorize subpoenas with instruction.
If all those in favor woul d say aye?

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

MR MASHBURN: If all those opposed woul d say nay?
Motion carries. M. Germany, the floor is still yours.

MR GERVANY: That’s all | have on the True the Vote

conpl ai nt, M. Chairmn.
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MR, MASHBURN: If you'll remain in place, the next --
the next itemon our agenda is an update on early voting,
so M. Germany, again, the floor is yours.

MR GERVANY: Thank you, M. Chairman. | did want to
provide the Board with a quick update on early voting. W
are now -- it’s Tuesday of the |last week of early voting,
so we do expect turnout to increase as it generally does
during the | ast week of early voting. So far in this
el ection, we’ve had record early voting turnout al nost
every day of the cycle. Yesterday was, in fact, the
hi ghest day that we’ve had in the cycle, and we’ ve been
consistently -- | think it’s about two and a half tines
the nunber of early voters that we had in 2018 and about
one and a half tines the nunber of voters -- the nunber of
early voters that we had even in the 2020 cycle for in
person early voting. And also, we have not had reports of
lines. | do expect for those listening in that lines wll
probably increase as the week continues, so if you can
work that into your voting plans. But that is what we're
seeing. W'’re seeing record early voting turnout, and
we're seeing no reports of lines at this point.

There have been sone issues that sone peopl e have
di scussed already. | would describe themas the types of
I ssues that we nornmally see in -- in any election, and

we’ ve been working with counties to resolve them as
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qui ckly as possible. The bulk of the issues that are a
bit unique to this cycle are because this is the first

el ection following redistricting, that fall into the ten-
year redistricting cycle, and as the Board nmenbers know,
we had a condensed redistricting cycle this year due to
the del ayed -- del ayed census and then del ayed nunbers out
fromthe census bureau, so the counties have been worKking
-- working diligently to conplete that redistricting as
qui ckly as possible, but we are seeing sone issues wth --
with redistricting, and we are working with counties to
resolve themas quickly as -- as we can. |’ m happy to
take any questi ons.

MR. MASHBURN. Ms. Chazal ?

V5. GHAZAL: Thank you, M. Germany. | appreciate
this, and this is nore of a coment than a question, and I
-- | think that all of us have shared in the frustrations
that Ms. G ubbs and Dr. Johnston have expressed with
regards to sonme of these redistricting issues. | want to
acknow edge the fact that the county el ection supervisors
al nrost as a whol e recognized that this was going to be an
i ssue and petitioned to delay the start of the primary by
one nonth, but unfortunately, the General Assenbly did not
take that up, so this was -- this was -- these issues were
anticipated, and | think the counties should be commended

for, frankly, the scarcity in the nunber of problens that
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we’'ve seen. | anticipated a lot nore given the conpressed
tinmescale, so | really wanted to give ny thanks to the
incredi ble work that the counties have put into try to

m nimze these problens and to resolve themas quickly as
t hey coul d.

MR. GERMANY: | would -- | would echo that, and |
woul d just add the sane praise for our elections division.
This cycle, we instituted a new tool of using the mapping
software to kind of help counties do sone quality checks
on their -- at least their state and their federal --
their congressional lines, and | think -- | think the
counties would say that that tool is appreciated and
hel ped themreally reduce any potential errors before
voting started. Sone of the issues that have conme up that
we’ ve seen have been with county conmm ssion |ines, and
that was unfortunately not part of the quality assurance
check we were able to -- to offer counties because we
don’t have those -- those lines, but when those issues
wer e di scovered, then counties quickly -- quickly resolved
them as wel | .

MR. MASHBURN: Ed?

MR. LINDSEY: | would like to nake a -- you know, a
qui ck comment as well, M. Chairman, just to -- while | do
recogni ze the difficulties that the counties are going

through, | think all of us are concerned any tine any
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voter has their vote cheapened, for want of a better term
because of sone irregularity and that these need to be
taken care of as quickly as possible so that every voter’s
vote can be fully counted. | am encouraged by the
turnout, you know, to sort of echo what you said, and for
those who were |istening who want a good website to check
daily, it’s sonething called CGeorgia votes dot com which
IS a great website that shows you every day -- that shows
that as of today in terms of turnout 2022 primary early
voting versus ' 18, we’'re 196 percent higher than we were
just four years ago, but | think that that’'s a -- that’s
good positive sign of -- of the interest of voters in this
el ection and their desire to exercise their votes.

Anyway, | -- while | do conmend the counties for what
they’'re trying to do to correct any irregularities, |
think it’s incunbent upon us and anyone to -- to try to
get these things resolved as quickly as possible.

MR, MASHBURN:. Thank you. Any further comments from
the Board? ay. Wth that, we' Il conclude the update on
early voting, and we’ll nove to investigations reports.
"1l call SEB case number 2022-054, Gwi nnett County,
bal | ot harvesting. W have our investigators. W have
our investigators? Geat.

MR, DEWEESE: Good norning. |’mlnvestigator DeWese

with the Secretary of State’s Ofice. Now, the first case
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Is 2022-054, ballot harvesting involving a white Ford SUV.
The conpl ainant sent in video clips of the white SUW
approachi ng the ballot box at the governnment building in
GM nnett County. A male subject exits and places five
bal | ots inside the ballot box. The video had the vehicle
tag. | was able to find the registered owner and identify
himand interview him but prior to ny interview, |
researched his hone and |ocated five |egal electors that
lived inside the hone, and they were all fam |y nenbers.

| checked all of their ballots in our E-Net system and
they all coincided as being dropped in the drop box on the
sane day as the male placed themin the video, and they

were all counted either that day or the very next day. So

| then interviewed himand determned -- and val i dat ed
that he had five -- nore than five people living in his
honme, but the five electors all lived in that residence at

that time, making all those ballots |egal ballots.

MR, MASHBURN: Thank you for that report. Any
guestions fromthe Board? Dr. Johnston?

DR. JOHNSTON: Thank you for the report. D d you get
information as to the relationship of each of those five
peopl e?

MR DEWEESE: They were his children and his w fe.

DR, JOHANSTON: And did you interview thenf

MR DEWEESE: No. But | did check their election
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status, that the ballots all matched, so everybody that
was a registered voter at that house -- in the interview,
he admtted to being there. He said that’'s me on the
video. That’'s me placing five ballots, but he goes those
are all nmy famly nmenbers’ ballots, so that information
and prior to nme talking to him | found all the electors
that were registered at that hone and checked all their
ball ots, and they were all dropped on the sanme day which
mat ched up with the video and count ed.

DR, JOHNSTON: Thank you.

MR MASHBURN: O her questions from nenbers of the
Boar d?

MR LINDSEY: If I -- if | may, M. Chairman, | think
for the listening audience, it’s inportant to point out,
you know, that the investigator confirmed that you are
aut hori zed to deliver ballots for other famly nenbers
| ocated in your hone. That is sonething that is clearly
perm ssi ble by |law, correct?

MR DEWEESE: That is correct.

MR, LINDSEY: Let nme also ask you this, and |
appreciate folks comng forward with concerns and specific
all egations for us to investigate, but |I’ve al so seen sone
of these -- sone people also going out and publi shing
these al |l egations and posting videos online or through --

t hrough ot her sources of people w thout a ful
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i nvestigation. Do you know whether or not this individual
was one of those people that was -- whose car and car tag
and picture was published publicly?

MR DEWEESE: As far as the white SUV, | have not
seen the novie True the Vote, but | did see a True the
Vot e representative on a Tucker Carlson show, and in the
background, they had that video clip playing of that
subject in the white SUV

MR LINDSEY: | would sinmply Iike to caution folks
who -- who are bringing forth these allegations to please
allow i nvestigation to take place before you publish these
al l egations. You know, voter harvesting is a crine.
Claimng that soneone is conmtting a crinme wthout ful
I nvestigation carries with it sone -- sone legal liability
as well, and -- and | would Iike for fol ks who are sinply
just exercising their right to vote and exercising the
right of their famly to vote not to -- not to have
al l egations thrown about and just sinply ask folks to be a
little nore cautious in this day and age to nmake sure that
bef ore you nmake those kind of allegations, that you turn
over the claimto proper authorities and allow an
i nvestigation to take place before you publish it and
per haps bring into question soneone’s good nane. Just a
cautionary -- | think this is a cautionary tale here that

| would like for us to observe in the future.
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MR, MASHBURN:. Thank you, M. Lindsey. | -- | do
have one -- it’s kind of a question, but it’s for the
benefit of the people out there, and you can defer to your
colleague if you d like to -- to answer this question, but
when you go and interview people -- a friend of m ne was
put up for US Attorney, and so she listed ne as a
reference, and the FBI cane and -- and tal ked to nme about

her as a reference, and they cane wth badges and guns. |

was scared to death, and it was just a -- it was just a
job reference. So how -- how does this -- how do y’ al
approach -- do you comrunicate with themthe seriousness

of it? Do you conmmunicate with themthat it’s a crine to

tell you things that aren’'t true? O how does that

process work? | think people listening would |ike to know
at what level -- are we just taking sonmeone’s word for it,
or at what level is the -- is the weight or the magnitude

of the system nmade apparent?

VMR, DEWEESE: Well, in my experience as an
I nvestigator, every case is different in how you would
approach, in this case, a Respondent. 1In this case, | got
alot of information prior. | found five |egal votes from
that address and matched up with the video, so that nade
me alittle -- well, what’s the word I'mlooking for? It
made ne satisfied that it | ooked |ike they were going to

be | egal votes, so | contacted hi mby phone and email and

46




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

47

set up a neeting to get his statenent. And as far as the
famly living there, yeah. You could tell there were
several people living there with the amount of cars in the
-- in the driveway.

MR MASHBURN: So not to put words in your nouth, but
to characterize what | heard, and that is -- like -- like
us | awyers, we always say don’t ask a question in court
that you don’t already know the answer to. You -- you go
into these interviews already knowi ng the answers to a | ot
of the questions you' re going to ask, and that way you
know whet her they' re telling you the truth or not.

MR DEWEESE: Correct. Well, | researched the home
and found that these people lived there and, you know, did
as much research as | could based on the information |I had
with his nane and all that.

MR MASHBURN: Thank you for that explanation. Do
you have a recommendati on for the Board?

MR, DEWEESE: | did not find anything to suggest a

vi ol ati on of Georgi a code.

MR, MASHBURN: All right. | think your
reconmendation is for no action. |’ mprepared to accept a
not i on.

MR. LINDSEY: So noved, M. Chairman.
M5. GHAZAL: So noved.
MR, MASHBURN: Ckay. Ed and Sara have both noved and




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

seconded with each other again. Dr. Johnston, discussion?
Al right. 1 told you we had -- | told you we had the
brightest lawers in the -- in the State hel ping us out.
There is no | egal consequence to the statenent no action,
so it’s actually a notion for dismssal, so | stand
corrected. Thank you, Ryan. So the Board will restate
the notion as one for dismssal.

MR. LINDSEY: So noved, M. Chairnan.

M5. GHAZAL: Second.

MR MASHBURN: It has been noved and seconded, so we
are ready for a discussion. Dr. Johnston, anything?

DR JOHNSTON: No di scussion

MR, MASHBURN: No discussion. W're ready to vote.
If all those in favor of the dismssal wll say aye?

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

MR. MASHBURN. All those opposed will say nay? So
the notion carries, and this case is dism ssed. Next case
on the agenda is case nunber -- SEB case nunber 2022- 055,
Gm nnett County, ballot harvesting. You have the fl oor.

VMR, DEWEESE: Yes, thank you. 1It’'s very simlar
same kind of conplaint. Video received fromthe
conpl ai nant showi ng a subject driving a red Corolla, sane
thing, but this was on 10/18 of '20, placed the ballots
I nside the ballot box, and they appeared to be nore than

the one legal allowed vote -- ballot. Same investigation,
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we had a tag. | got the registered owner and did the sane
research on the honme, found the |egal electors registered
at that address and confirmed with -- in a phone interview
that was recorded with himthat he did admt that it was
hi mon the video, and he admtted to placing the four
ballots, and they were all famly nenbers that lived at
that home, and that was that. Al the information on E-
Net coincided with the video as being dropped, and as far
as being accepted into E-Net, as we nentioned the first
time, it depends on the tine of day you drop your ballot.
If you drop it off early, it may get counted all at the
sane day, or if you drop it off late at night, it could
get counted on a very -- next date, but in this case, they
were all counted, and they all appeared to be |egal votes,
and nmy interview confirned that.

MR MASHBURN: Any questions by Board nenbers? Dr.
Johnst on?

DR JOHNSTON: What were the rel -- relations of each
person --

VMR, DEWEESE: These were his famly nenbers and
chil dren.

DR JOHNSTON: Hi s what?
DEVEESE: H's children
JOHNSTON:  Chi | dren.

2 3 3

DEVEESE: And his wife.
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JOHNSTON: Did you interview thenf
DEWEESE: No.

323D

JOHNSTON: Thank you.

MR DEWEESE: | just confirmed that all their votes
were all voted the sane way.

MR, LINDSEY: Investigator, | have a simlar question
to the question | asked previously. In addition to the --
sending the conplaint to us, and | do appreci ate when
soneone sees sonething that | ooks questionable that they
turn over the investigation to us, but do you know whet her
or not -- once again, the same question | had before, that
in addition to filing a conplaint wwth us, do you know
whet her or not allegations of voter harvesting were
publ i shed in any kind of online service or any kind of
docunentary or anything like that? Do you knowin this
situation if that happened again?

MR. DEWEESE: | have not seen any -- ny persona
self, | have not watched that novie yet.

MR, LINDSEY: Ckay. | just -- anyway, the sane --
sanme caution that | would give -- that | gave earlier
woul d give here to -- to the fol ks maki ng t hese
all egations. |If you see sonething that you would find
questionable, turn it over to the authorities, but do not
sinply go out and start questioning the integrity of

i ndi vidual s and all eging crinmes wthout any further
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evi dence. That could subject you to sone kind of
liability fromthat individual who rightly m ght take
exception to having their good nanme questi oned.

MR. MASHBURN. So | understand your finding was there
was insufficient evidence to prove a Ceorgia el ection code
vi ol ati on?

MR. DEWEESE: Yes, sir.

MR, MASHBURN: Okay. At this point, the Board -- the
Chair will entertain a notion fromany of the Board
menber s?

MR LINDSEY: So noved, M. Chairnan.

M5. GHAZAL: Second.

MR. MASHBURN: To di sm ss?

MR. LI NDSEY: Move to dism ss.

MR MASHBURN: Ckay. There's been a notion to
di sm ss and a second. Discussion?

DR JOHNSTON: No di scussi on.

MR. MASHBURN: No further discussion, so we're ready
to vote, so all those in favor of dismssing this case 2 -
- SEB 2022-054 woul d say aye?

MR LI NDSEY: Aye.

MR. DEWEESE: 55. Yeah, it’s 55.

MR MASHBURN: Ch, I'msorry. 55. Thank you for
correcting nme, -055. All those in favor woul d say aye?

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.
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MR. MASHBURN:. All those opposed would say nay? The
notion carries, and the case is dism ssed. The next case
is SEB 2022-056. |1’'Il hand this over to the investigator.

MR DEWEESE: Yes, sir. This is also ball ot
harvesting, and this involves the video clips received
fromthe conpl ai nant out of G nnett County on a bl ack
Vol kswagen Passat. The tag was visible, and we were able
to get the registered owner for that also and did the sane
procedures. | found out that he was a | egal voter, and
his vote was counted on the sane day, 10/12/20, that he
pl aced themin the box. This voter only had two votes,
and the second vote was his nother’s, and | did confirm
t hrough investigation that she was a | egal voter,
regi stered, and both ballots were dropped at the sane tine
and counted at the same tinme, and | found no violation of
Georgia code on this.

MR. MASHBURN:. Questions fromthe Board?

DR, JOHNSTON: Question, did you interviewthe

MR DEWEESE: No, nmm’am

DR. JOHNSTON: Thank you.

MR MASHBURN: Any further questions fromthe Board?
At this time, I"'mready to entertain a notion froma
menber .

MB. GHAZAL: | nove to dism ss this case.

52




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

MR. MASHBURN: Board nenber Ghazal has noved to
dismss. 1Is there a second? |Is there a second?

MR. LINDSEY: Second. Second, M. Chairnman. Sorry.
| was on nute.

MR. MASHBURN. There’s a second. Any discussion?

DR JOHNSTON: No di scussion

MR, MASHBURN: No discussion. W're ready to vote.
Al'l those in favor of dism ssing case nunber SEB 2022- 056
woul d say aye?

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

MR. MASHBURN. All those opposed woul d say no?
Motion carries, and case nunber SEB 2022-056 is di sm ssed.

MR, DEWEESE: Thank you.

MR, MASHBURN: Did | hear anybody? D d | hear
sonebody?

MR. DEWEESE: | said thank you, sir.

MR MASHBURN: One thing | would like to just add to
nmy comment on this is | wuld like to state the
appreci ation for those citizens out there that are
wat ching these videos. | think the cautions that have
been given are very w se, but the people that are watching
these videos are basically giving up their tinme to be pol
observers. They’'re doing it after the fact rather than
during the tinme, but it is still tinme, and it takes hours

and hours and hours and hours and so | think the citizens
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that do this provide a trenendous public service and --
and have ny thanks, but | think we should al so be
cautioned to be judicious with your findings, but it just
-- | appreciate the tine that it takes to goin to
wat ching these videos. So with that, we will nove on to
the next itemon the agenda and that is the Attorney
Ceneral report. Charlene McGowan, attorney Charlene
McGowan of the Attorney General’s Ofice is here to
present that, so we turn the floor to you, attorney
Me Gowan.

M5. MCGOWAN:  Thank you, M. Chairman, and good
norni ng, Board nmenbers. For the Attorney General’s
report, | just have one agenda item and that is a consent
order with the Spal ding County Board of Elections and
Regi stration. This consent order resolves two cases. One
Is a 2017 case, case 2017-073. That case involves sone
redistricting issues back in 2017 with the Gty of Giffin
nmuni ci pal election. But the primary case that this
consent order resolves is 2020-157, which involved a
nunber of significant issues that arose on Election Day in
Novenber 2020. The Board voted to refer this matter to us
back in August of 2021. The issues in that case that
arose were failure to have voters sign the voter
certification at check-in, failure to tinely start voting

on El ection Day. When the poll pads were not working that
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norni ng, poll workers used provisional ballots instead of
ener gency ball ots, which should have been done pursuant to
this Board’ s rules. There were also sone issues about the
proper handling of provisional ballots when they were at
the end of the day.

The consent order also addresses the Secretary of
State’s investigation into allegations that ballots had
been di scarded in a dunpster as was reported when this
case was presented to the Board, that allegation was not
corroborated, and while they were no ballots that were
di scovered in that dunpster, there were docunents
containing confidential voter information that had not
been di sposed of properly. So the consent order wth
Spal di ng County Board of Elections includes a civil
penal ty of 13,000 dollars, investigative costs of 6,321
dollars, as well as training requirements for county
el ection workers. So our office recommends that the Board
approve this consent order.

MR, MASHBURN: Questions -- questions by the Board?
Ms. Ghazal ?

M5. GHAZAL: Yes. M question is regarding the --
the mandatory training. How wi |l that be conducted? Wo
will be conducting it? What sort of feedback oversi ght
wll there be with that?

M5. MCGOMN: That is sonething that will need to be
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wor ked out between the Secretary of State’s Ofice and the
el ections director of the county. The county does have a
new el ections director, so we will work with themto nake
t hose training arrangenents.

M5. GHAZAL: Ckay. Thank you.

MR, MASHBURN: O her Board nenbers’ questions?
have a question if no one else has -- okay. The -- ny
inpression is this is arather large fine. 1Is your -- you
have a | ot nore experience in this than even | do, and is
-- how do you have a -- do you rank this on fines that
you' ve seen or that you ve been involved with? |Is this a
bare -- fairly large fine?

M5. MCGOMN: This is a large fine. Yes.

MR, MASHBURN: kay. So this is one of the biggest -
- this is one of the bigger ones |I’ve seen, so this was a
serious matter treated very seriously by the Attorney
General’s Ofice.

M5. MCGOWAN: That is correct.

MR MASHBURN: At this tinme, I'll entertain a notion
to approve -- oh. Further question, Dr. Johnston?

DR JOHNSTON: So is there -- are there circunstances
where the el ection supervisor is prohibited from working
in the election area -- in the election office? O a
recommendation i s nade?

M5. MCGOMN:. Qur -- yes. The Board does have the
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authority to revoke an el ection supervisor’s
certification. It can also lapse if the director does not
receive their annual training or neet their annua
training requirenents. In this instance, that particul ar
el ection supervisor that was in the position for the
Novenber 2020 election is no |longer with Spal ding County.

MR MASHBURN: And if | may, do | understand
correctly there is a case pendi ng agai nst that person?

M5. MCGOMN: Yes. And to clarify, this particular
consent order for the case -- the 2017 case, the Spal di ng
County Board of Elections and Registration is agreeing to
take responsibility for her actions for that incident but
not for the 2020 case, so our office still has a case
pendi ng agai nst the former el ections supervisor, and we
wi || pursue that separately.

DR JOHNSTON: Is there a nmanner in which this
previous el ection supervisor would be prohibited from
wor ki ng in another el ection, another county office?

M5. MCGOMN: We woul d have to look into -- the Board
woul d have to | ook into taking steps to revoking her
certification to the extent that she is still using it.

DR, JOHNSTON:. So | think it’s a consideration for
old workers that are sort of repeat offenders. 1s there a
nmet hod that we have that woul d suggest that -- or a

process for revoking certification? So that they don’t
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pop up in another county, so to speak.

M5. MCGOMN: Are you talking -- I"'msorry. Are you
tal ki ng about election -- county elections directors or
just poll workers, any el ections worker in general ?

DR JOHNSTON: Well, I'msaying that this was the

el ections supervisor that was having the difficulties.

M5. MCGOMAN: | --

MR MASHBURN: If I -- if I could step in for just a
mnute, | have -- | have an analogy that -- that I'm
famliar with, not personally, but I've -- |I’ve seen it,

and that is the judicial qualifications comm ssion
sonetines will settle a case wth a judge by the judge
agreeing not to stand for election again, so as you enter
into consent order negotiations, that is one of the tools
that you m ght use that the person would say, you know,

I’ mdone with el ections, and -- and so they woul d agr ee,
as far as the consent order, never to hold that position
again. Is that...

M5. MCGOMN: Yes. That’'s certainly a tool that is
avai l abl e to us.

MR. LINDSEY: And -- and if | may, M. Chairnan, sort
of to follow up, at the -- once that investigation,
regardi ng the supervisor, is conpleted, and they cone back
to us, we have the authority at that tine to -- to nove to

revoke their license to be a supervisor, elections
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supervi sor; correct?

M5. MCGOMN: Yes. That is correct. There is a
permi ssion in the elections code that allows this Board to
revoke certification.

MR LINDSEY: Yeah. | just wanted -- | just wanted

to make sure that the audi ence knows that we have that

power, that her invest -- okay. | don't knowif it was a
she or he. That investigation is still ongoing, but that
-- that power is still available to us when it conmes back

for final adjudication

DR JOHNSTON: So is there a notification process
that is in place that the Board would be notified if this
el ecti on supervisor was soon to be hired in another
county?

M5. MCGOMN: |’ m not aware of any notification
process that exists.

MR MASHBURN: Any further questions? Okay. At this
time, I will entertain a notion to approve the consent
order, Spalding County, 2017-073 and 2020-157, through a
not i on?

DR JOHNSTON: So noved.

MR. MASHBURN. There’s been a notion to approve the
consent order. |s there a second?

M5. GHAZAL: Second.

MR. LINDSEY: Second.
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MR, MASHBURN: Board nenber Chazal and Ed Lindsey
have coordinated to second once again, so there’'s been a
notion and a second. |s there any further discussion?
Everyone’s ready to vote. All those in favor of approving
this consent order would say aye?

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

MR. MASHBURN: All those opposed woul d say no?
Motion carries. The consent order is approved. Wth
that, | have exhausted nmy agenda and would entertain a
notion to adjourn.

M5. GHAZAL: So noved.

DR JOHNSTON:  Second.

MR. MASHBURN: Board nenber Ghazal has noved and Dr.
Johnston has seconded. Al those in favor would say aye?

THE BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

MR. MASHBURN. All those opposed would say no? No
opposition. W are adjourned.

(Meeting adjourned 10: 05 A M)
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this action and that | amneither of kin nor counsel to
any of the parties hereto.

In witness whereof, | hereby affix ny hand on this,
the 7th day of June, 2022.

Kaitlin Wal sh, CCR CVR
CCR #: 5910-3132-3171-2256
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