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PROCEEDI NGS

9:01 a.m

MR. FERVI ER: Today is Wednesday, July 8th,

2026; the Special Called Meeting of the State

El ection Board -- Ceorgia State El ection Board.

have the quorum avai

abl e:

Vice Chair Janelle King, Menber G ubbs,

Menber Ghazal, and newest nenber, Roddy, is

avail abl e along with

our Executive Director, Janmes

MIls.

For all of you watching online ny nane
is John Fervier; I'"'mthe chairman of the State
El ection Board. The -- as always, we will begin

with the call to order

pl edge of all egiance.

Director MIIs,

and the invocation and the

woul d you give us our

I nvocation this norning, please?

MR. MLLS: Yes,

woul d be glad to.

Let's pray.

for the gift of this

sir.

day.

Thank you. | -- |

Fat her God, we thank you

W realize we didn't

Ve

earn it. It was a gift fromyou. Father, we thank

you for the State El ection Board and what it does.

| pray that you would give wi sdom and di scer nnent

to our Board nenbers.
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God, we pray for our country, that you
woul d bl ess Anerica. God, that you would be with
our -- our soldiers that are abroad and that you
woul d keep them safe.

Fat her, we pray for peace in the world
and -- and peace in Jerusalem God, we pray for
peace all across the |land, and we ask that you
woul d bless this tine of neeting, now, in Jesus'
name. Anmen.

M5. GHAZAL: Amen.

MR. FERVI ER: Menber G ubbs, would you | ead us

in the pledge of allegiance this norning?
M5. GRUBBS: Yes, sir.

MR. FERVI ER. Pl ease, stand, and --

MR MLLS: |[|'ve got a flag in ny background.
M5. GRUBBS: |'ve got one in ny office. So,
If we would all, please, stand --

MR. FERVIER  Ckay.
M5. GRUBBS: -- and repeat the pledge?
| pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of Anerica, and to the Republic for
which it stands, one nation, under God,
Indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
MR. FERVI ER: Thank you, Menber G ubbs. |

appreci ate that.
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So, | want to thank everybody for
tuning in this norning. W -- | hope all of you
had a great 4th of July, celebrating the country's
250t h birthday, a nonentous event.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Hey - -

M5. GRUBBS: W had a good one, with the
exception of, of course, our soccer guys --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER. M. Fervier --

MR. FERVIER. -- Bel gi ans, but besides that,
It was a great weekend. | hope all of you had a
great weekend, too --

M5. KING John, | think Sean --

MR FERVI ER.  Yes.

M5. KING | -- 1 think Sean needs you.

MR. FERVI ER. Ch.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can you hold -- can you

hold up for one second? For sone reason, it's not
allowing us to go live on YouTube.

MR. FERVIER. Al right.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Just give nme one
m nute, please. Sorry. Thank you.

MR FERVIER Well, that's unfortunate.
Nobody can watch us. Do we have other peopl e that
have j oi ned us, Sean?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: There's nobody that's
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waiting to be let in. There's no waiting room
MR. FERVIER: Ckay. | -- it's apparently
wor king now. So -- all right.

For those of you that are watching
live-streamvia YouTube, welcone to the Speci al
Board Meeting of the Georgia State El ection Board.
We have al ready had our indication, and Pl edge of
Al'l egi ance, and -- let me briefly reintroduce
oursel ves agai n.

| "' mJohn Fervier, |I'"mchairman of the
State Election Board. W're joined by Menber Sara
Ti ndal | Ghazal, Menber Salleigh Gubbs, Vice Chair
Janel I e King, and newest nenber, Carolyn Roddy,
who, just joined us and was sworn in recently by
t he Governor.

| want to take a few mnutes to allow
Carolyn Roddy to introduce herself to the public
and to the Board, since this will be our first
Board neeting, and to thank her for agreeing to
serve this -- the State of Georgia and the voters
of Georgi a.

So, Menber Roddy, if you woul d, just
take a few mnutes and introduce yourself?

M5. RODDY: Thank you so much, M. Chairnan,

for the wel cone and i ntroducti on. El ecti on
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integrity is a foundation for denocracy, and it's a
great honor for nme to represent the Republican
Party as a nmenber of the State El ection Board.

| followin the footsteps of Dr. Jan-

-- Jani ce Johnston, and | want to, personally,
thank her for her nore than four years of dedi cated
prof essi onal comm tnment and service to this Board.
She was a nodel for us all, and | look forward to
working with all of you.

MR. FERVI ER: Thank you. W're glad to have
you on Board --

M5. RODDY: Yeah.

MR. FERVIER. -- and | ook forward to your
participation. Being an attorney, |'m sure that
you wi Il be of great assistance to us, and we're
glad to have you.

So, we -- we have a -- quite a |long
agenda today, but | want to | et everybody know t hat
we have a hard stop at 11:00. So, we're going to
try and go through all the itens as quickly as |
can, but at 11:00, we will adjourn the neeting, and
t he nmenbers have been advi sed of that already.

So, let's just go ahead and dive right
into it, if nobody has any other comments. The

pur pose of this nmeeting was to vote on rul emaki ng
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for two petitions that had previously been
submtted by Menber G ubbs, and so, we'll do that,
but --

-- the first thing we're going to do is

approve the mnutes fromthe April 15th, 2026 State

El ecti on Board neeting and April 22nd, 2026 State
El ecti on Board Special Called Meeting. So, the
menbers have been provi ded those m nutes.
| hope you've had a chance to | ook at
them Are there any questions or concerns about
t hose m nutes?
[ NO RESPONSE]

MR. FERVIER. The Chair will entertain a
notion on the approval of the April 15th, 2026
State El ection Board Meeting.

M5. GHAZAL: So, noved.

MR. FERVIER W have a notion --
M5. GRUBBS: Second.
MR. FERVIER. -- we have a notion to approve,

and we have a second from Menber G ubbs. Al those

I n favor of approving the April 15th, 2026 State
El ecti on Board Meeting m nutes, signify by saying,
"Aye. "

SI MULTANEQUS SPEAKERS: Aye.

MR. FERVI ER: And, Menbers, if you would raise
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your hands, so that | can see that you approve it,
that would be hel pful to ne and -- Menber Ghazal ?
kay. Good.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  She has her hand --

MR. FERVIER. Mdtion carries by vote of four
to zero

The second itemon the agenda is the
approval of the April 22nd, '26 State El ection
Board Special Called Meeting. A copy of that has
been provided in the Board -- for the Board. Are
there any questions pertaining to those m nutes?
[ NO RESPONSE]

MR. FERVIER. The Chair will entertain a

notion to approve those m nutes.

MS. GHAZAL: So, noved.

MR FERVI ER: Do we have notions for a second?

M5. GRUBBS: Second.

MR. FERVIER W have notion and a second.
Any di scussi on?

[ NO RESPONSE]

MR. FERVI ER: Hearing no discussion, those in
favor of approving the April 22nd, 2026 State
El ecti on Board Special Called Meeting m nutes,
signify by saying, "Aye."

M5. GHAZAL: Aye.
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M5. GRUBBS: Aye.

MR. FERVI ER  Menber Roddy?

M5. RODDY: | -- | will not be voting because
| did not participate.

MR FERVIER Geat. Mdtion carries three to
zero. Those m nutes are approved.

The next itemon the agenda is petition
for rul emaking. There were two petitions. First
I s consideration of the possible final adoption of
petition submtted by Salleigh Gubbs on rule 183-
1-15-.02, definition of vote. A copy of that has
been provided to the Board.

Let me see if | can pull that up.

M5. RODDY: M. Chairman?

MR FERVI ER.  Yes.

M5. RODDY: | would like to ask for your
consideration in -- in the order of the agenda. W
have item 4C, which is rulemaking priorities and
pending rules. As you know, |'ve submtted
addi ti onal rul emaki ng proposals --

-- and | would like to see if the
Board would be willing to nove that up on the
agenda to cone after -- under the new business, but
after the presentation and votes for the petition

for rul emaki ng, given our tine constraints.
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M5. GRUBBS: |I'mfine wwth that. | don't have
a problemwth that.
M5. RODDY: Thank you.

MR. FERVIER. Any -- any other comments from

t he Board?
[ NO RESPONSE]
MR. FERVIER Then we'll nove -- we'll nove
t hose up.

M5. RODDY: Thank you very much.

MR. FERVI ER. Ckay. Menber G ubbs, this --
this rule --

M5. KING It's the first one in the
proposed rul e tab.

MR. FERVIER  Yeah; | see that. Got it.

Ckay. Would you like to briefly
explain again -- back in our June neeting this rule
was proposed and voted to initiate rul emaking
procedures on. Wuld you like to take a few
m nutes and go over it again with the Board and
give the reasons for this rule?

M5. GRUBBS. Yes, sir; we have the synopsis
that was put out. The purpose is pronul gated
pursuant to the authority given to the El ection
Board to pronul gate rules and regul ations. W

definitely need this rule to establish the specific
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definition of a -- a vote that is cast.
And its clarification of the
requi renent to count official votes fromthe
original official ballot, precluding official vote
counting from other docunents such as el ectronic
bal | ot copies exported fromthe authorized voting
system
So, what it says is -- Rule 183-1-15-
.02, definition of a vote, subparagraph 2 -- the
underlined portion would be the change -- "A vote
cast on an optical scan ballot shall be detected
and tabul ated directly fromthe paper ballot and
not an electronic copy or imge of the ball ot
exported fromthe certified voting system"
It's pretty sinple and straightforward.
And so, | put forth this anendnent to what
qualifies as definition of a vote in the official
rul es.
MR FERVIER E- -- explain to ne how the
votes are actually cast currently.
M5. GRUBBS: Well, they're -- how the votes
are cast?
MR FERVIER So -- so -- so, currently, you
have the ball ot marking device where you input your

choice or the I FC ballot or whatever, and then it

On the Record, LLC

225 Main Street, Ste. 1913, Hram GA 30141 Page 12



https://www.ontherecordllc.com/

© 00 N o g B~ W N P

e S S T
o o M W N B O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

-- and then it cones out, you have the QR code, you
have the -- you have the list of nanmes that you
voted for.

And the QR code is actually what's
tabul ated -- the information on the QR code;
correct?

M5. GRUBBS: That's correct.

MR FERVIER kay. And is it tabulated right
there in the scanner or is it tabulated at the
tabul ation center when it's -- when the -- when the
-- when the scanner -- thunmb drive is brought to
t he tabul ation center?

M5. GRUBBS: The nenory cards?

MR. FERVIER. Menory cards, yeah

M5. GRUBBS: So, there's tabulation at the
precinct level, if you're tal king about, you know,
advanced voting and el ection day voting. It is put
t hrough the scanner at the precinct |evel and
tabul ated at the scanner on the precinct |evel.

MR. FERVI ER: What's done -- what happens on
el ection day?

M5. GRUBBS: The -- when the -- when the tape
-- so, when the tape is -- I'"'mnot sure -- |I'm not
sure what you're --

MR FERVIER On -- on -- on the -- on
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el ection day, itself, at the precinct |evel, what

MS. GRUBBS: The ballots are scanned on the
precinct |evel, yes.

MR. FERVIER: The nmenory cards -- the nenory
cards, are they tabulated at the precinct or are
they tabul ated at the tabul ati on center?

M5. GRUBBS. They are tabul ated at the
precinct, that's how we end up with tabul ation
t apes --

MR. FERVIER On --

M5. GRUBBS: -- at the precinct |evel on
el ection day.

MR. FERVIER. -- on -- on election day,
itsel f?

M5. GRUBBS: Unh- huh.

MR. FERVIER. So, there's no -- no situation
woul d occur to where the nenory cards are
transferred sonepl ace el se and the votes are
counted sonepl ace el se?

M5. GRUBBS: Well, they're uploaded into the
EMS system once they go to the -- to the centra
| ocati on.

MR. FERVIER. But they're not counted there?

M5. GRUBBS: Not fromthe precinct. The
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preci nct tabulates the votes at the pre- --

MR. FERVIER: Wat -- what |'mtrying to nmake
sure is that we don't get an inconsistency here to
where they're tabul ated at another |ocation by the
menory cards, which would not be the paper ballot,
Itself, but an inmage of it, you know?

M5. GRUBBS: |'mnot exactly foll ow ng you,
but, you know, on the -- on the absentee ball ots,
they' re scanned at the central location. They're
not scanned at the precinct.

M5. KING Not to -- not to shift your
t hought, John, but to kind of bring it to, like, an
overarchi ng expl anation here, we've discovered that
there isn't a formal definition of a vote, which
then creates these -- this ability to deci de how

we're going to --

-- or what -- what type of ballot we're
going to tabulate -- is it going to be the inmge?
-- is it going to be the actual ballot? -- all of

that. What this rule does is it provides a
gui deline for anyone going forward that, a- --
actually, the vote is the ballot.
Now, if it's on the nenory card, then
-- okay -- be- -- because that's where we are right

now, that then constitutes the original ballot
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because the ballot is being scanned, and it creates
that image, and then it goes to this nenory card.

However, what we don't want is for
I mages of the nmenory card to then be counted or
I mages -- th- -- there to be additional ways of
creating options to tabulate our votes. W need to
only tabulate the votes that are cast.

And so, | -- | -- 1 see where you're
going, and you're concern with it, and |I've kind of
went back and forth on it nyself, and |I've | anded
at the SEB has the responsibility to define the
vot e.

And, in doing so, this creates a
uniformdefinition for votes before el ections going
forward

M5. GRUBBS: Thank you, Menber King --

MR. FERVIER: -- okay. Any other comments
fromthe Board -- or questions?

M5. GHAZAL: M. Chairnman?

MR. FERVI ER. Menber Ghazal ?

M5. GHAZAL: Pl ease, forgive ny background.
That's why ny canera's off. It's -- I'm-- 1 amin
arental a- -- apartnent out of -- out of Atlanta,
but | don't viewthis definition as defining a vote

nore s- -- a- -- as nuch as defining how a vote can
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be tabul at ed.

So, to me, this is not placed properly
within the c- -- the broader context of the rule,
itself, because the remainder of this rule defines
how to count a -- a hand cast vote. The -- just --
everything else within this context --

-- and early voting, votes are
tabul ated at the central |ocation, based on what's
on the nenory cards, and, on occasion, the nenory
cards are renoved fromthe original tabulator from
the early voting | ocations.

And -- and they are tabulated -- they
cannot be tabulated until election day. So,
therefore, they cannot be tabulated at the early
voting location. So, they are transported, and
they are centrally tabul ated on el ection day
sonetinmes during --

-- if -- 1f it is sequestered, it can
-- the tabul ati on can happen during the day, but
the -- the technicality that you are raising is --
Is correct for early voting and that constitutes
sonewhere around half of our in-person votes.

And in-person votes are about 95
percent of -- of all votes cast. So, there are --

this may call into question nearly half of our --
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our votes, the way they are -- the way they are
t abul at ed because the- --

-- while they are recorded when they're
scanned in, the actual tabulation has to happen
either on election day or -- or after 5:00 -- or
after 7:00 p.m, after the polls close, under
Ceorgia law. So, that's -- those are ny concerns
with this.

And that this -- this really doesn't
define a vote; this defines how a vote can be
t abul at ed.

M5. GRUBBS: So, | would respectfully, Menber
Ghazal , have to disagree because it's literally
under the headline "definition of a vote" under
rul e 183-1-15-.02, and what we're tal king about is
what constitutes the vote, not what happens to the
vote after the vote is nmade.

And we're defining what the vote is,

not how the ballot is -- you know, tabulation is a
conpl etely separate issue. |It, of course,
references tabulation -- what is tabulated. The

point is that the vote is contained on the paper
bal | ot, not a copy of the vote.
The vote, now, is what is recorded on

t he paper, and that's what continues to need to be
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recorded as the vote, and not froman inmage or from
sone third-party, but it has to be the direct
refl ection of what the voter intends to mark.

And we're tal king about -- about the
vote, not the ballot, and we're tal ki ng about what
the voter marks, not -- not how the ballot is
handl ed separately for tabul ati on.

M5. GHAZAL: So, | understand that the -- the

intent of this is to prohibit the digital inmge

tabul ation that had been proposed, but -- which |
understand is no |longer o- -- on the table because
this -- the -- because the -- the legislature

ext ended the deadline from 189.

| mean, that's -- that's what this is
about is -- this is about prohibiting that
nmet hodol ogy from being used, but that is not a
definition of a vote. It may be -- and you nay
place it under the rule -- the rule heading, but

that's just sinply not how this proposed rule

oper at es.

It operates as defining how a vote can
be tabul ated, which is why it -- it -- it doesn't
fit inthis provision -- inthis -- in this chapter

of our rules.

MR. FERVIER. Let nme -- let ne ask a question
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M5. KING | -- I'mreading it alittle
differently. I'mreading it as defining what the
vote is that will be tabul ated.

M5. GHAZAL: Correct.

M5. KING And it's -- it's not providing any
type of instructions on howto tabulate. Wuat it's
saying is, "Wien it's tinme to tabulate, we need to
only tabulate the ballots,” and because the nenory
cards sit in the scanner, the nenory cards are
scanni ng the actual ballots --

-- which nmeans that what is being
tabul ated are the ballots, but if you step outside
of that -- and, to your point, |I'mglad that they
have renoved that option of scanning the digita
copi es; however, what's to say that this won't cone
up agai n?

And we -- we're hearing, now, that the
| egi sl ators are | ooking at another nmachi ne, and |
have no clue what the tabul ating process will be
for that.

So, | think it is inportant for us, as
the SEB, to define what is a vote, so that when
it's tine to tabulate, they' Il know what can be

t abul at ed and what cannot.
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M5. GRUBBS: | agree with everything you just
said, Menber King, and that the -- the entire
existing rule relates on how the vote woul d be
tabul ated. And if you | ook at paragraph 2, it also
enconpasses the situation wwth it --

-- with all ballots, you know, if
soneone votes in, you know, advanced voting, but it
all goes back to: Wat is actually the vote? And
as | said, | feel like it's appropriately placed.
And to Menber King's point, we don't know what
m ght be com ng down the road.

Just because SB189 was extended on an
effective date does not nean that that changes the
circunstance of what the vote should be defined as.

MR. FERVIER Let ne ask you a question, if
you don't mnd? Wuld it nake a difference, Menber
Ghazal, if you took out the words "and tabul at ed
directly," added:

"A vote cast on optical scan ball ot
shall be detected fromthe paper ballot and not an
el ectronic copy or inmage of the ballot exported
fromthe c- -- certified voting system" and that
way you get rid of the tabulation and the npot --
you know?

M5. GHAZAL: | -- | would have fewer issues
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with that, but then | would question whether under
the APA we woul d need to put this through anot her

30-day notice and conment period, because it does

change it.
MS. GRUBBS: Well, | think under APA, we woul d
have to -- that would be -- that would be a

significant change, so | would not be agreeable

with -- with making that change, considering the
anount of time we've -- we've expended on this
al ready.

And | do believe that that's -- that's
a significant key of know ng what happens with the
vote and how that -- | think that's key with the --
with the issue that you identified, Menber Chazal,
as far as, you know, what the secretary's intent
was to tabulate from--

-- fromsonething that was not the
official vote, and | think -- | think voters
deserve the protection of know ng what their vote
I's and how that vote is treated.

MR. FERVI ER: What -- what -- would you go
back and talk to ne again about -- or what do you
nmean the secretary was to tabulate from-- you just
made a conment about that.

M5. GRUBBS. Yeah; the proposal was to use a
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third-party to tabulate frominages to be the
official vote --

MR. FERVI ER:  Ckay.

M5. GRUBBS: -- not to allowthe vote to
actually be what is counted fromthe direct
expression of the voter.

MR. FERVIER. That -- and that's a non-event
now because --

M5. GRUBBS: W don't know that.

MR. FERVI ER.  Ckay.

M5. GRUBBS.: W -- you know, SB189 was
ext ended, but we don't know that that's a non-

i ssue. That could definitely cone up again;
especially when -- when they're tal ki ng about a new
voting system

M5. GHAZAL: In which case, that's -- that
woul d extend beyond our authority, if the
| egi sl ature chooses a voting systemthat would --
that would do this.

M5. GRUBBS: And if -- if that were the case,
then, clearly, we would have to revisit the rules
based on what the new | egi sl ati on would be, but as
-- as th- -- things stand right now, with the
current code section and what our authority is,

then this is totally appropriate to be where it is,
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and, in ny view, to be stated the way that it is.
MR. FERVIER: Any other coments fromthe
Boar d?
Menber Roddy, do you have any questions

or conmments?

M5. RODDY: No; I -- 1 don't. | support this
effort. | -- 1 don't -- | don't think that Menber
Ghazal 's concerns about m splacenent, | -- | don't

agree with that, and | think it's inportant for
there not to be an extra step.

We shoul dn't be counting or -- or
considering the vote scanned docunents; it should
be what people have actually voted. That's -- | --
I"'mnewto this, but that's ny feeling.

MR. FERVIER. Any further questions fromthe
Board? Any conments?
[ NO RESPONSE]

MR FERVIER The chair will entertain the

notion on w -- w -- the proposed rule from Menber
G ubbs, 183-1-.- -- 183-1-15-.02, definition of a
vot e.

MS. KI NG M. Chair, | make a notion that we
pass this rule, the definition of a vote as is.
MR. FERVIER W have a notion; is there a

second?
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M5. GRUBBS: | second it.

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion and second.
MR MLLS: M -- M. Chairman?

MR FERVI ER  Yes.

MR MLLS: | -- 1 -- 1 think it would be

I nmportant in this process to rem nd everybody that
we have given the opportunity for public conmments
and those are listed on your digital notebooks.

For the nenbers, you can go under
"public comments,"” and you can see every public
comrent that people have submtted, and | just want
to make sure we say that for the record.

MR. FERVI ER: Thank you, M. Janes. | -- |
had nmeant to nmention that and forgot about it. |
-- | do want to concur with that. That we --
public comment --

-- we did have a public coment session
at the -- June 3rd -- 3-4 neeting, when we deci ded
to initiate rul emaki ng procedures, where the public
was able to speak, and we gave adequate tine at
that -- at that neeting for everybody to speak
publicly.

And, since then, the public has had 30
days to submt witten conments. So, the public

has had an opportunity to speak publicly, in-
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person, and to submt witten comments, and the
Board has received all of those and been able to
revi ew t hem

So, thank you for rem ndi ng everybody
that, Director MIIs.

We have a notion and a second to
approve this rule. Any further discussion?

[ NO RESPONSE]

MR. FERVI ER: Hearing no further discussion,
all those in favor of approving the rule, please,
signify by saying, "Aye."

M5. GRUBBS: Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVI ER.  Any opposition?

M5. GHAZAL: Nay.

MR. FERVIER Hearing no -- hearing the vote,

the rul e passes by vote three to one. Thank you.
The next itemfor consideration is
possi bl e adoption of petition submtted by nenber
Sal | ei gh Grubbs on rule 183-1-12-.12, tabul ating
resul ts.
M5. GRUBBS: GCkay. M. Chairnman, thank you
very much
The main features of the amendnent

i ncl ude specific requirenents for centralized
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reporting and review of election night results and
supporting docunents to facilitate reasonabl e
publ i c oversight of such activities --

-- while permtting officials to
establish reasonabl e rul es and procedures to
prevent interference with those activities. The
proposed rul e makes clear that the state |evel
collection and review of election results --

-- transmtted by counties, is subject
to real-tinme observation. So, if you flip through
the -- the rule, we get to subparagraph B,

"consolidation of results,” then subparagraph 3
says:

"The tabul ati on and consol i dation at
the county and state |l evel, including election
officials' activities to review and approve
tabul ation reporting, shall be perfornmed in public
wi t h nmeani ngful poll watch or visual access
permtted --

-- "however, the election
superintendent and the Secretary of State may nake
reasonabl e rul es and regul ati ons for conduct at the
tabul ating or central reporting center for the

security of the results and the reser- -- returns,

and to avoid interference with tabul ating center

On the Record, LLC

225 Main Street, Ste. 1913, Hram GA 30141 Page 27



https://www.ontherecordllc.com/

© 00 N o g B~ W N P

e S S T
o o M W N B O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

and review activities."

So, this would -- this would be what
peopl e would refer to as the bunker rule, and, you
know, the -- the "why" of "why nake this
amendnent ?" is that real-tine reporting i s not done
i n public.

There's not -- there's not public
access and observation of the consolidation and
final tabulation of statewide results at the state
| evel, and we just want to res- -- ensure the
public that there's oversight of that process.

So, that's why I"'mputting forth this
rule. W' ve kind of been over that in public quite
a bit, but the reason for putting the rule forward
Is so that there is public oversight. |If you go
further down to subparagraph C -- it's CC -- under
"Public posting" --

-- it says, "At the sane tine such
information is publicly posted, it shall be
transmtted to the Secretary of State in a manner
determ ned by the Secretary of State, which shal
be sh- -- subject to contenporaneous review by
aut hori zed poll watchers and observers."”

Then, further down, under subparagraph

D, under "election night reporting”: "Such results
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shall be transmtted in a format prescri bed by the
Secretary of State and revi ewabl e cont enporaneously
by aut horized poll watchers and observers and
subject to public review under provisions of OCGA
212-72."

Now, in 212-72, what that code section
says is, "Except when otherw se provided by |aw or
court order, the primary and election regis- --
records of each superintendent, registrar, or
muni c- -- nuni ci pal governing authority and
committee of a political party or body --

-- "including registration statenents,
nom nation positions, affidavits, certificates,
tally papers, returns, accounts, contracts,
reports, and other docunments in official custody,
except the contents of voting machi nes, shall be

open to public inspection

-- "and nmay be inspected and copi ed by
any elector of the county or nunicipality during
usual business hours,"” so on and so forth. So,
this puts sone guardrails around the process, but
allows for poll watchers and observers to be part
of the election night reporting process.

M5. GHAZAL: M -- may | nmake one observation?

You know, the code of ethics for the State El ection
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Board prohibits us frompoll rot- -- watching. So,
our s- -- our status in going to the -- quote-
unquote -- bunker woul d be as observers. That's

t he under st andi ng.

MR. FERVIER. The -- | don't know if the Board
has had an opportunity to reviewthis letter --
there was a letter that was provided by the
Attorney General on this particular topic; it was
dated May the 12th.

The Attorney General stated that the
Board did not have the authority to require this or
to pass this rule and disagreed with sone of the
reasons that -- provided by Menber G ubbs. The
Attorney Ceneral does not believe that it's -- it's
statutorily our ability to do this.

And | always follow the advice of the
Attorney Ceneral, since they're the ones who
represent us, and | think that it would be unw se
of this Board to pass this for those reasons, so --

M5. GRUBBS: M. Chairman, isn't it --

[ S| MULTANEQUS SPEAKERS]

MR. FERVIER. Pardon nme? Menber G ubbs?

M5. GRUBBS: Isn't -- isn't it true, however,
when -- when litigation was discussed, that they

were conflicted out of this matter?
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M5. GHAZAL: Because they had -- because they
had already issued that -- that opinion, that
automatically constituted a conflict.

M5. GRUBBS: | don't think it had to do with
the opinion. | had -- I think it had to do with
the fact that they were representing the Secretary

of State; I1s that not correct?

MR FERVIER | -- | don't know the answer to
that, so --

M5. GHAZAL: | -- | wll sinply add to the --
to what the Chairman has said that a -- a court has

issued a ruling that there is no legal right to
this.

M5. GRUBBS: So, th- -- that case is not over.
It's ny understanding it's under appeal, and the --
because of the conflict of the Attorney General's
office, we were not represented in that action,
when that actually provided for our input.

You know, we shoul d have been able to

have | egal representation to be involved in that

case, so there was -- there were sone perspectives
that were -- that were not represented in that
matter. And the case, as | understand it, wll be

under appeal .

MR. FERVIER. Well, re- -- re- -- regardless
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of the case, | nean, we have an opinion letter from
the Attorney General that outlines that we just
don't have the authority to do this, and I -- you
know, as in many other rules we passed, we --

-- the Suprene Court ruled we didn't
have the authority to. | worry about passing this
rul e | eading us down the sane path and anot her
| awsuit that -- that we don't need. So --

M5. KING M. Chairman, were you --

MR FERVI ER  Yes.

M5. KING -- were- -- weren't you in the
bunker roomthis past election cycle?

MR FERVIER. Yes; | -- | was invited to go up
there, so that | could confirmexactly what
occurred, and, you know, | was invited back at the
early part of my tenure with this Board, which
really didn't -- | -- | was s- -- sinply there to
meet peopl e.

| was brand new to the Board, as |'ve
test- -- you know, told this Board before, and I
spent ny tine, but | never spent a lot of tine
under st andi ng exactly what occurred. And so, | was
invited up there to have an expl anation of exactly
what occurred, which is exactly what |1've expl ai ned

to this Board before.
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There's no tabul ati on that goes on

there. It's sinply a collection of information
fromthe -- fromthe counties that's been posted on
a website.

M. KING Well --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  Ki nd of --

M5. KING ~-- let's be clear, the information
that they are collecting is the tabulating results
fromall the counties; right? And so, what goes on
the website is what we use to determ ne outcones.
And so, if you were there, if you were allowed to
be there to observe --

-- then that neans that it's okay to
have people there to observe, and | don't want to
get into the mnutia of it because then we start
tal ki ng about bunkers and all that stuff. The fact
of the matter is, whether a bunker is here or not,
we should -- there should be oversight.

There shoul d be observers and sone form
of protection to the public when we're talking
about a centralized | ocation where every single
county's data enters that roomto then be
consol idated so that it can be posted to the
publ i c.

It's about pro- -- providing oversight,
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whet her they're in a bunker, they're in an office,
or whether they're at the capital.

Who knows where it's going to be years
fromnow, but this is about providing necessary
cover, so that the public can feel confortable
know ng that there is oversight and there's no
break in the chain of custody.

MR FERVIER. Well, | think that, as | spe- --
the AG woul d di sagree with that position, and they
-- they have disagreed with it in their letter, so
It -- they don't feel like there's any statutorial
aut horization for this Board to -- to be there, and
that's outlined in their letter. So --

M5. KING | don't recall having seen that

letter. Am1l the only one that doesn't recall

t hat ?

MR. FERVIER. It was sent out to -- like
said, it's a May 12th letter. | |looked it up
yest er day.

MR MLLS: My 12th.

M5. KING | -- maybe | just am forgetting
t hat .

MR FERVIER | nean -- yeah -- it was dated
May the 12th.

MS. GHAZAL: Yeah; it was sent -- it was sent,
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pretty nmuch, at the beginning of us talking about
this. It was fairly quick --

MR MLLS: M. Chairman --

M5. GHAZAL: -- but | also think there is a
conflict there. | nean, they represent the SOS and
us, so, you know, telling us what we can't do as it
relates to providi ng oversight of the SOCS creates a
clear conflict.

M5. GRUBBS. Well, and the fact that we, you
know -- | requested representation on this matter
and was told that they were conflicted out. So,
just to be clear, the AGs office is conflicted
out, but you're relying on information given by the
AG s office on this -- this issue.

Sonmebody, you know, above ny pay grade
Is going to have to explain that to ne because when
you were there, Chairman, what -- what all went on,
as far as aggregating votes and things |ike that?

MR. FERVIER. Wiat | saw was that the counties
woul d report in, it was received, and it was posted
on the website, and it was a --

M5. GRUBBS: It was -- it was received by?

MR. FERVIER. The -- the staff of the
Secretary of State's office, and it was posted on

t he website.
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M5. GRUBBS: So, did they do any review of
t hose results?

MR. FERVIER. No; they -- they sinply reported
what the counties reported to them

M5. GRUBBS: So --

MR FERVIER It -- it -- it -- it -- it la-
-- later in the night, when the counties -- when
the counties call in to close out, then they take a
| ook at what -- the nunber of voters that are voted
-- have voted versus what the results are to nmake
sure that they were the sane.

If they're not the same, then they tell
the counties to go back and | ook at that because
there's a difference in the nunbers, and -- but
they -- they don't -- they don't change the
nunbers. They have no way to alter the nunbers.

They have no way to do anyt hing.

They're sinply reporting what the counties report
to them

M5. GRUBBS. But then they're telling the
counties what to do --

MR, FERVI ER.  No.

M5. GRUBBS: -- in the event that there's a
di screpancy. That's what you just said.

MR. FERVIER. They're just -- they're just
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alerting the counties if they see a discrepancy.

M5. KING John, you're basically saying that
-- that if there's any type of discrepancies in
this room they can, then, go back to the counties
and tell themthat there's a discrepancy, which
nmeans that they need to figure out howto fix that
di screpancy and then resubmt the nunbers.

And you're saying that this should --
there shoul d be no oversight over this process?

MR FERVIER. Al -- all I"'msaying is that --

M5. KING Do you see how that can go left? --
no pun i ntended.

MR FERVIER | -- | have -- | -- | have a --
| have a letter in nmy hands fromthe Attorney
General that says that this Board doesn't have the
authority to mandate this.

MB. KING Ckay.

MR. FERVIER  That's what | said.

M5. GRUBBS: And, again, that's fromthe sane
Attorney General who said that they would not
represent us because they were conflicted out.

MR FERVIER It -- it doesn't make -- | nean,
it's not a valid letter to ne. So --

M5. RODDY: Basically, | --

MR. FERVIER: They -- they laid out -- they
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laid out the legal case in the letter. So --

M5. RODDY: B- -- basically, ny concern with
their action is they didn't give us any reasons;
space, security, confidentiality, privacy. There
was no reason. It's like, "W don't have to do it,
So we're not going to," and that flies directly in
the face of 21-2-4- -- -406 --

-- which basically says,
"Superintendents, poll officers, and other
officials engaged in the conducting of primaries
and el ections held under this chapter shall perform
their duties in public.”

W -- we were perfectly agreeable with
themlimting how many people were in there or, you
know, whet her, you know, any -- any of the
paraneters around it. They just basically said,
"We don't have to do it, and we're not going to."
It seens to me that flies in the face of 21-2-406.

MR. FERVIER. No; they -- they addressed that
in the letter, Menber Roddy.

M5. RODDY: Yeah, and | -- | don't think I've
seen that letter. | apologize for that, but --

MR. FERVIER  Ckay. That particular --

Ms. RODDY: -- | -- | -- | --

MR. FERVI ER. That particular section is just
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M5. RODDY: -- | think that's -- it's not
persuasive to ne -- you know? -- and -- and, quite
honestly, as a new nenber of this Board, we should
be able to work these things internally, you know,
a- -- a- -- anong ourselves, instead of always
having to resort to litigation.

And | find it offensive that they
i nvited one nenber of this Board, but put the rest
of usin-- inalitigation node to -- to try to
get access to that. That just seens to be a waste
of resources and this kind of behavior really needs
to s- -- to stop, you know?

W need to get along. We're all,
hopeful ly, driving toward the sane goal of fair and
open elections, and results that are accurate, and
-- and reflect what voters want.

M5. GRUBBS: | feel like -- | -- | feel
strongly about this, you know, because |
understand, and | hear what you're saying, M.

Chai rman, that there's no aggregation going on,
there's no tabul ati on going on, but, at the end of
the day --

-- the Secretary of State does have to

come up with a process to certify the official
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results for the entire State of CGeorgia for
statew de results, and, sonehow those statew de
results are added together sonewhere, sonmewhere out
I n space.

If it's -- you know, you' ve got the
results fromthe counties, but all of those results
fromthe counties for statew de races are
aggregated in a fashion and in a manner, and |
suspect that happens on el ection night in the
facility that the Secretary of State occupies for
t hat purpose.

And, this is not about personality, as
Menber Roddy said. You know, being on the State
El ecti on Board, we could be there as observers, but
not official poll watchers. So, it's not about ne
or -- or you or whatever, but it's highly
di scrim natory.

They -- they invite one person and
there's no advocacy for the rest of us to -- to be
observers, particularly for the party nenbers, when
you' ve got Republicans and Denocrats on the ballot.
It's highly discrimnatory in ny view

And so, you know, I'll stand by the
rule, and | think it's unfortunate that we didn't

have representation in this matter, and as a Board
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of the State of CGeorgia, just trying to do the
right thing for the voters and ensure transparency
in elections and, carrying out our duties.

So, I wll -- 1 will stand by the
proposal .

M5. RODDY: And -- and | just want to say one
nore thing, which is that it's the opportunity for
mani pul ati on of voter results that we're trying to
protect against. It's not the fact that they're
doing anything wong; it's that they could, if they
want ed to.

| f they aggregate those votes county by
county, and they decide that they're going to shave
certain vote totals off fromcertain candidates --
you know, that could ha- -- happen, and that is not
what we want.

We're not saying that anything that
goes on there is nefarious or bad, but we want to
make sure that the process is so clean that it
coul dn't occur.

M5. GRUBBS: Geat point.

M5. RCODDY: Executive director, do you have
your hand raised? Do you have sone --

MR MLLS: Yes; | do. M. Chairnman, is it

okay if I -- if | respond?

On the Record, LLC

225 Main Street, Ste. 1913, Hram GA 30141 Page 41



https://www.ontherecordllc.com/

© 00 N o g B~ W N P

e S S T
o o M W N B O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MR. FERVIER: Yeah; if you don't mnd, I'm--
I'"'manswering -- Sean White (ph) had a question,
real qui ck.

MR MLLS: GCkay. Do you -- do you want ne to
wai t ?

MR. FERVI ER  Just one second, please.

MR MLLS: Ckay. Sure.

MR FERVIER. Okay. Thank you.

Yes, sir. M. Drector?

MR MLLS: | -- 1 was -- | -- | don't have
the -- the letter right in front of nme, but I --
"' massum ng that you do, and as | renenber that
email that we got fromBeth Young, in the AG s
office --

-- | think it expressly stated that
there's nothing that requires or mandates the
Secretary of State to invite the State El ection
Board in. | don't renenber it saying, a- -- as you
stated, that we don't have the authority.

| remenber it speaking to the authority
or -- or the -- the position of the Secretary of
State, that they're not required to invite us in.
Then, when the issue was |ater discussed again, as
Menber G ubbs has pointed out, they conflicted out.

And since they conflicted out, | would
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al nost think that woul d possibly even nute their
email if they're saying, "W can't give you
representation based on the fact that we have a
conflict between the Secretary of State and us.”
And | -- a- -- and, finally, | would
just like to say that since -- since their position
-- which | disagree with their position, and so
does several other nenbers that have stated it here
today -- since their position is there's nothing
really going on there, that it's not a big deal.
Well, then what -- what's the big dea
about not inviting the State El ecti on Board? Wy
woul dn't you do that, if it's not a big deal? And

Il -- 1 would think that's just a courtesy issue.

Y- -- you know, it's really disconcerting that they
have chosen to -- to -- to drill down on this.

It -- it could be easily solved, i- --
If they -- if they just wanted to have a -- a

menber fromthe -- that's appointed by the
Republican Party on the Board, a nenber that's
appoi nted by the Denocrat Party on the Board, or if
they wanted to invite the entire Board.

It would be up to them but why all --
why allow all this fuss over sonmething that -- that

they say has -- you know, that nothing s going on?
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Well, if there's nothing to see, and there's
not hi ng going on, then just let the State El ection
Board have access.

M5. GRUBBS: And -- and |I'm not even saying

the State Election Board; |'msaying that there
needs to be an appoi ntnment of people who -- who can
go.

And | don't want to bel abor the point
because | have significant rules to go over next,
but, you know, | -- |I'mhappy to stand on principle
on this rule.

M5. KING | think we also need to nake sure
everyone knows that our elections are currently
bei ng run through a third-party systemcall ed
Enhanced Voting. That being said, it goes back to
what Menber Roddy nentioned about the opportunity
to mani pul ate is what we are provi- -- pro- --

-- protecting people from and

protecting the public from It -- right now, it's
Enhanced Voting, but who's to say that n- -- years
fromnow, th- -- it -- they don't switch it to

another third-party, which | think is ridicul ous as
a whol e.
| think that the state needs to handl e

their -- our own el ections w thout using third-

On the Record, LLC

225 Main Street, Ste. 1913, Hram GA 30141 Page 44



https://www.ontherecordllc.com/

© 00 N o g B~ W N P

e S S T
o o M W N B O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

parties, but -- that's a whole other conversation,
but, that being said, this is where we are, and
when we start tal king about introducing ou- --
external com --

-- forces to help assist with
adm nistering or, in this case, to adm nister our
el ections, then -- yeah -- | -- we need to have
addi ti onal oversight because, while the el ected
officials may not have certain intentions, these
third-parties we don't know.

We have no clue what their intentions
could be. And so, this only provides that
assistance. And to Director MIIs' point, if
there's nothing to see, then there shouldn't be a
problemw th all owi ng observation

MR MLLS: M. Chairman, do you have the
emai|l there that was sent fromthe AGs office?
Coul d you share that with us, that point where it's
saying that -- or where you're saying that it says

that the SEB can't do this? Could you share that

Wi th us?

MR FERVIER. No. No. No. No; I -- 1 didn't
-- that's not what | neant. What | -- what | neant
was that the -- there's no statutory authority that
allows us to do that, and it is up to the -- as you
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stated, it's up to the Secretary of State as to
whet her or not they want to allowit.

MR MLLS: Well, that's alittle different

tw st fromwhat was first stated, sol'm-- I'm
glad that we're -- we're tal king about this
because, you know, that doesn't -- that doesn't
rule --

M5. RODDY: Well --

MR MLLS: -- this rule proposal out at all
i n nmy opinion.

M5. RODDY: M. MIls, it- -- it'sin--in
212-72, it does say, "Except when otherw se
provided by law or court order"” -- so on and so
forth -- "it shall be open to public inspection.”
So, there's nothing prohibiting it, which would
mean that it would be all owabl e.

MR. MLLS: Exactly.

M5. RODDY: So, in the interest of time, |
woul d Iike to nove the question on this rule
proposal .

MR. FERVIER: Any further comments fromthe
Boar d?

M5. GHAZAL: M. Chairnman?

MR FERVI ER.  Yes.

M5. GHAZAL: |- -- in general, | amthe
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strongest possible advocate of transparency. | do
-- 1 -- | agree, 100 percent, that every -- every
possi bl e aspect of elections should be observabl e
to the public.

| just cannot support overextendi ng our
| egal authority when both the AG and the -- and the
court have said that there is no right to this, and
we -- the State Election Board has been told tine
and tine again that we do not have the authority to
oversee a constitutional office.

That's just not sonething that the
| egi sl ature has granted to this Board, so --

M5. RODDY: W are not overseeing a

constitutional office; we're overseeing the
el ection process, which is what we are supposed to
be doing. and then, on top of that, we can't state
that the court has ruled on sonething that's
currently under appeal .

And then, also, when it cones to --

when it -- when -- when it -- in regards to the
AG s office, | agree with Director MIIls. How are
we u- -- utilizing their opinion to nake a

deci sion, when they are not representing us because
they are in conflict?

So, if this was to go further, that
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nmeans that we woul d have to get our own attorney
because the SOS w ||l be supported by the AG s
office, and I would hope that if they are
representing the SCS, then -- yeah --

-- they're going to provide information
that protects the SOS's position. So, I'm-- | --
| -- 1 -- | understand your concerns to a certain
degree, but | don't think that it is -- | don't --
| don't think it will stop -- it -- it can stop us
fromnoving forward with this rule.

M5. GHAZAL: Well, it -- it will be up to the
governor's office to appoint conflict counsel, if
it comes to that.

MS. RODDY: Well, that's the counsel that we
woul d then have to listen to.

M. Chairman, | call the question.

MR FERVIER Well, let's see if there's any
further comments.

Any further qu- -- comments fromthe
Boar d?

[ NO RESPONSE]
MR. FERVIER. The chair will entertain a

not i on.
MR MLLS: A -- again, | just want to rem nd
M. Chairman that the public comments, | think --
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for the record, | think it's inportant that we
recogni ze this. That -- that they -- they're
avai l abl e on your digital binders, and the nenbers
have had an opportunity to |l ook at them

And | only say that because of the
rul emaki ng process. They, sonetines, can be
sticklers about us follow ng everything by the
rule, and I know we are, but | just want to
enphasi ze that.

MR. FERVIER. Yes, sir. Thank you.

M5. RODDY: Thank you.

MR. FERVIER. The Chairman will entertain a
not i on.

M5. RODDY: | nmke a notion that we pass the
tabulating rule as is.

MR. FERVIER W have notion to pass the
tabulating rule 183-1-12-.12 tabling results; is
there a second?

M5. GRUBBS: | second it.

MR. FERVIER. Th- -- the notion is seconded.
Any di scussi on?

[ NO RESPONSE]

MR. FERVIER  Hearing no discussion, all those
in favor signify by saying "Aye."

M5. RODDY: Aye.
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GRUBBS: Aye.

FERVI ER:  Any opposition?

5 3 O

GHAZAL: Nay.
MR. FERVIER:. The chair will also vote nay. |

-- | have serious concerns about what this may |ead
to, as | have in other rules, and, therefore, I'm
going to vote nay on this. The vote carries three
to two.

The next itemon the agenda is
rul emaki ng priorities and pendi ng rul es.

Menber G ubbs?

M5. GRUBBS: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

| tried, and I -- | didn't hear a | ot
back on all the information that | sent. So, |
tried to nake it as clear as possible. |[If you
recall, these are the rules that we were going
t hrough in June, when we were running short of
tinme.

And so, | have the version that has the
i nformation box there. So, that's the -- the
version |I'mgoing to be going by and doing the
presentation. This is the copy that was sent out.
Thank -- thank you to Hope Coan for sending these
out yesterday afternoon, so the public can foll ow

along with the rules as the proposed anendnents --
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-- I"mgoing to call them "anendnents,"
as well -- to the existing rules. | would
appreciate it if you could turn to al nost the | ast
page. |'mgoing to start with ballot secrecy
because | feel like this is the --

-- this is an absol ute crucial,

I nperative, and, basically, energent situation
where it concerns ballot secrecy. So, if you'l
turn to al nost the end of the package -- again,
this is something -- it would be under 183-1-11-
.01, "ballot secrecy."

It's the next to the last page in the

regul ar copy, for anyone follow ng along. Wat

this says --
MR FERVIER In -- in --
M5. GRUBBS: |'msorry?
MR FERVIER. It -- whi- -- which oneis it?
M5. GRUBBS: It would be page -- it starts at
t he bottom of page 9 of 10, in this version. |If

you're | ooking at the one with the boxes, it would
be page 13 of 14. So, it's alnost at the very end
of the set of rules. It's 183-1-11-.01, "ball ot
secrecy." | have to --

M5. KING Co to the business tab. The second

-- it's the second one under -- where it says,
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"Menmber Grubbs' email,"” and then it says, "G ubbs
proposed. "

MR. FERVI ER: That one. kay.

M5. KING Yeah, and then when you scroll down
-- just scroll to the bottom and then just go up
one page, and you'll see it.

M5. GRUBBS: Unh- huh.

MR FERVIER. | was on the other G ubbs
proposed rul es.

M5. GRUBBS: W' Il have to cone up with
another name. This is -- this goes along with all
t he other docunents that | sent. | also sent along
sone laws to be referenced. Underneath there,
there are sone laws that | will reference that are
under "ball ot secrecy" --

-- where there is non-conpliance with
state federal lawin the Georgia Constitution. So,
"Il be referencing that.

Are you ready for nme to begin, M.
Chai r man?

MR. FERVI ER:  Sure.

M5. GRUBBS: Thank you for your enthusiasm

MR FERVIER Yeah; I'msorry. I'm-- |I'm--
| amstill trying to figure out -- | got -- | think
I"'m-- | think I"'min the right place.
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M5. GRUBBS: GCkay. So, what this says is that
-- under paragraph 1:

"Each superintendent of el ection shal
ensure that all electors casting their vote at the
polls are able to do so in private by providing
such facilities and equi pnent as necessary to
protect the absolute secrecy of each elector's
bal | ot as provided by" --

-- and then we have the code section
references. Let ne just really start out by saying
| do believe this is an energent situation. This
has to -- has to do with ballot secrecy -- absolute
bal | ot secrecy for each elector to be able to cast
their v- --

-- their ballot in private, in secret,
and in accordance with the state law. CGeorgia
Constitution says -- the Constitution guarantees
and extends beyond intentional disclosure and
requires el ection procedures that reasonably
preserve voter anonymty throughout the voting
process. That's paraphrasing.

Al so, as we know in HAVA, which is part
of 52 USC 21081, voters nmust be able to verify and
change their ballot in private in an i ndependent

manner. As far as the Constitution goes, Georgia
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el ections shall be by secret ballot.

So, there's sone information that has
becone available to nme, where ballot secrecy is
conprom sed, and it is conprom sed by what we refer
to as the DVS order. And this has been di scussed
many, many tinmes. It was di scussed back in 2022.

You know, there was a conplaint filed
t hat was never heard, to -- to ny know edge. It
has been brought up quite a few tines, and what has
changed to nmake it even nore of a dire process is
there are people who can take information --

-- and with the conprom sed software
from Dom ni on Voting Systens that we are using --

t hey can ascertain how people vote, and we just had
this highly contentious primary el ection process.
There was al ready nentioned --

-- hither and yon about retaliation for
who peopl e supported or how people were going to
vote for soneone, and this provides a nechanismfor
the di scl osure of how people vote. And if it is
not corrected, it's going to have dire consequences
for sone.

One of the things that has al so changed
-- it's been a problemfor a long thing -- a |ong

time, but one of the things that has changed is
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wth the advent of Al, Al prograns can be used to
facilitate your Average Joe to be able to find
peopl e's votes and understand how t hey vot ed.

Bal | ot secrecy is sacrosanct. It is
guaranteed by our constitution. It's a principle
of our denocracy to be able to vote in private and
to be able to have our votes remain private. So,
this is a very, very critical issue, which nmakes
this situation --

-- the rules were already in process,
but this nmakes it even nore crucial that we pass
these inportant rules. So, | already read
subparagraph 1. It reinforces the secrecy and
privacy requirenents to protect all voters.
Subpar agr aph 2 says:

"Each superintendent shall arrange for
el ectronic ballot marking devices outfitted for
accessibility devices to be positioned in the
polling place to ensure that voters requiring such
devices are afforded privacy, including the ability
to comunicate in private with authorized persons
provi di ng assi stance. "

| can tell you from personal assistan-
-- personal experience that that has been an issue.

| actually have a pending El ection Board conpl ai nt,

On the Record, LLC

225 Main Street, Ste. 1913, Hram GA 30141 Page 55



https://www.ontherecordllc.com/

© 00 N o g B~ W N P

e S S T
o o M W N B O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

nmysel f, fromseveral years ago that's not been
heard, and so, that's very critical.

Nunber 3: "If ballots cast on precinct
scanners are required for any reason to be re-
scanned on central scanners, county el ection
officials shall --

-- "shall thoroughly shuffle the
ball ots prior to re-scanning on the central scanner
to random ze the order of ballots to be scanned
whil e mai ntaining strict ballot accounting
docunentation for each ballot to be scanned.”

And then, finally, nunmber 4: "Not
| ater than Septenber 15th, 2026, the Secretary of
State shall update the software on all voting
system scanners, county el ecti on managenent
servers, and all accessible unit electronic ball ot
mar ki ng devi ces --

"to be used in polling places to
provi de for paper random zation -- proper
random zation of ballot inmage identifying nunbers,
where feasible such software and hardware updates
shall permt casting of accessible unit electronic
bal | ot marking device --

-- "paper ballots simlar in style in

appear ance to hand marked ball ots when hand mar ked
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bal |l ots are the primary nethod of polling place
voting."

So, this nmeans that the ballots nust be
re-scanned on | CC scanners that have -- that ha- --
have scanned tinestanps on the images of the re-
scan. Oten, this discloses the order of casting
in the polls. Ballots should be shuffled before
re-scanni ng.

And then, "All equipnment used in
pol ling places after Septenber 15th nust be updated
Wi th software patched by the Secretary of State
with the use of hand narked paper ballots and
limted BVDs," and this should be feasible.

W' re not tal ki ng about updating every
pi ece of equi pnent -- we've been down that road in
di scussions -- but the exposure of how people vote
Is a very critical issue for us in Georgia, and we
need to have this equi pnent updated for the
accessi bl e machi nes.

And that's -- that's ny -- ny
presentation on this. The legal citations, again,
are in this docunent, and, you know, | have the
reference for HAVA from 21081, if we need to
reference that, and, again, timng is crucial on

t hi s.
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| sent out, yesterday, the schedul e of
timng on getting these rules passed. | know that
there is some concern of what's the rationale; that
we want to be sure and give counties tinme. If you
back up, the general election is Novenber 3rd.

The early voting com -- commences on
Oct ober 13th, so one reason that these rules are so
urgent is because of when -- you have to back out
the anmount of tine that it takes to pass the rules.
28 days prior to Cctober 13th is Septenber 15th, to
account for logic and accuracy testing.

And, you have to count back -- the 20
days for the effective date is August 22nd, and
then if you count back 30 days to put these into
rul emaki ng, we woul d have a deadline of no |ater
than July 23rd.

Today is the 8th, but that -- that
woul d be the final neeting for the rule proposal
presentation. So, we, actually, are in a tine
crunch for the Novenber election, given the |ogic
I naccuracy, the waiting period, the rule comment
period, and all of that.

So, | just wanted to be clear on the
timng of why getting these rules addressed in a

tinely fashion is so very inportant. So, | would
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like to -- with the Board's a- -- approval, | would
i ke to take individual votes on these.
I f you want to do the ones that | just
di scussed on ball ot secrecy together -- there's
actually the change to paragraph 1, paragraph 2,
and paragraph -- paragraph 3, and paragraph 4 -- if
you want to do individual votes, that's fine or
vote on the ball ot secrecy nmatter as one vote.
That's up to the Board, but it's -- |
would like to go ahead and address this first and
take a vote on these rules before we proceed on the
ot her rul es.
MR FERVIER W' || address themall as one on

this 183-1-11-.01 ballot secrecy since it affects

all --

M5. GRUBBS: It's kind of |ayered.

MR. FERVI ER  Yeah.

MS. GRUBBS: Unh- huh.

MR. FERVIER. Any comments fromthe Board on
this?

M5. RODDY: | just want to nmake sure |I'm
clear. You're asking to -- this goes to, | guess,

section 4 when it tal ks about the updating of the
systenf You're basically telling themto update

the software according to whatever updates are
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avai |l abl e?

Are we -- are we instructing themto
update the software in a manner where it nakes it
possi ble to use hand mar ked, paper ballots?

M5. GRUBBS: Yes, nmm'am

M5. RCODDY: So, we're telling themhowto
update it?

M5. GRUBBS:. Correct, and then you al so notice
| sent guidance along with that -- the draft
gui dance.

M5. RODDY: Uh- huh.

MS. GRUBBS: That -- we can al so send out
that, as well, on -- on how to actually go about
that, and -- and let ne say, too, | would like to
put these into rulemaking with the thought that we
have robust discussions with experts and with
el ection directors.

| would like -- and |'ve al ready tal ked
to one election director about, you know, it --
this is not sonething that we need to -- to spring
on people in a surprise way and say, "OCkay. You
guys figure out howto do it."

| want us to facilitate robust
di scussi ons over the next 30 days, how best to do

I npl enentation, to have suggestions and i nput from
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directors and experts on the draft gui dance, on
what woul d need to be done, but it -- it's very,
very concerni ng when peopl e can know how you vote.
And | have seen it cone to a point -- |
have not | ooked at soneone's ballot, but | have
very, very confident experience to know that it can
be done, and | believe that it exposes voters to a
very concerning issue on the ballot secrecy topic

when it comes to this version of Dom nion that is

-- you know, it's been out there for
quite a while, and it's been unaddressed, and it's
time that -- that we address it. It's our job, and
we owe it to CGeorgia voters to ensure that their
ball ot is secret.

MR. FERVIER  Any ot her questions fromthe
Boar d?

M5. GHAZAL: Just one, M. Chairnan.

Menber Grubbs, going back to the f- --

you -- the first paragraph here on --

M5. GRUBBS: Unh- huh.

M5. GHAZAL: -- extending this -- this rule on
bal | ot secrecy to all voting, which, obviously, the
-- the state constitution requires that voters are

able to -- to vote in -- in secret, but s- -- using
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this specific |anguage here, is this not a way for
voters or counties to push --
-- voters to push counties to nove

entirely to the backup balloting system by arguing

that -- that because there is not absol ute secrecy
just because of the |ayout of a -- of a poll.
Because we've seen these -- these argunents and

t hese --

-- these conplaints for years and years
on the Board trying to force counties to nove to
hand mar ked paper sys- -- paper ballot on the basis
of secrecy; is this not what this rule is trying to
do?

Particularly given the fact that --
that we're | ooking to make sure that the -- that
the accessible systemis also able to print voters'
-- print ballots that appear to be full face
bal | ot s?

M5. GRUBBS. So, what I'mtrying to do is
protect Ceorgia voters, and I'mtrying to protect
the integrity of the vote, and I"'mtrying to conply
with CGeorgia | aw because | think we have an
obligation to conply with | aw.

And | don't think -- you know, | had an

exchange yesterday asking -- you know, and -- and
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you were on the email, as well -- "Wii- -- which
| aws are we going to decide that we're going to

comply with and that we're not going to conply

wi t h?"

The issue is that absolute secrecy is a
right that all voters should have, and -- it's
Interesting -- | did sone extra study |ast night,

you know, on equal protection, and are we going to
-- are we going to decide which voters deserve
protection and which don't?
Because, you know, under the 14th
Amendrent, | think that everyone is entitled to
equal protection. And so, are -- are we going to
deci de which voters are entitled to a secret ball ot
and whi ch ones are not?
MR. FERVI ER. Menber G ubbs --
-- any further comments?
[ NO RESPONSE]
MR FERVIER | -- 1 -- | have sone concerns
W th these, Menber Gubbs. Let nme get out of this
here. | think that -- you know, |'ve travel ed al
across the state and | ooked at various polling
| ocati ons.
| think that passing this rule wll

cause nmassive problens across the state. Different
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counties have different abilities to provide
polling locations to precincts. Sone are |arge,
sonme are snall.

They deal with privacy issues all the tine the
best that they can, and you're requiring absolute
secrecy. That can just open a Pandora's box of all
ki nds of conpl aints because what -- what defines
"absol ute secrecy"?

Is it being able to go into a room by

your sel f, where nobody can watch you or hear you,

you know? | nean, it's just -- it -- it just opens
up a Pandora's box, for ne, of -- of issues with
these different counties who -- who try their best

to provide the best environnent they can.
On the other parts -- you know,
conmuni cate in private -- does that nean |'ve got
to have a private room you know? If |'ve got a
small room where I'mtrying to conduct a -- you
know, a -- a -- a precinct ballot thing or voting,
you know, that's not a private space for anybody.
You know, when you wal k from your BMD
to the scanner, and you're hol di ng your ball ot,
peopl e can see what's on there. | nean, that's not
absol ute secrecy necessarily, you know? Re-

scanning the ballots in a random zed order, | don't
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think that's required by statute anywhere.

And so, that provision, itself, it's
not required by statute. W can't nmake a rule, in
nmy opinion, and then, the last part, | don't think
this Board has a right to direct the Secretary of
State to do anything necessarily.

And trying to do that between now and
the -- and the election in Novenber, to ne, with
all those machines, | nean, that just creates
anot her issue. | appreciate what you're trying to
do here.

| just don't think that it's practical

for us to pass these kind of rules between now and

M5. GRUBBS: Did you say it's inpossible or

I npractical to pass this rule? So --

MR FERVIER | would say both. | would say
bot h.

M5. GRUBBS: So, tell nme, M. Chairnman, you
know, when it -- when the Constitution says,
"Georgia election -- election shall be by secret
ballot" --

MR FERVI ER:  Yeah.
MS5. GRUBBS: -- "secret" neans secret. Are we

going to start defining what secret nmeans? And
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-- | have a heart for the election directors trying
to come up with the -- with the privacy screens and
t he issues.

In fact, because there were issues
rai sed, they now have those little foldable,
corrugated dividers and things |ike that. | can
tell you that | know that ball ot secrecy has been
an issue for along, long tine to -- for it to be
provi ded because | used to go vote with ny dad.

And we used to have a curtain -- a draw
screen curtain around the -- you know, the pop-up
stand, where we would vote with the punch-pins. |
nean, it -- it's sonething that can be done. W' ve
gotten a long way fromthat. Let's just tal k about
t he size of the BMDs.

We're tal king about a huge screen --
you know, this big -- and, to your point on having
the paper ballot where it's printed out with only
the selections, not a full-faced ballot, |
chal | enge anybody to stand a couple of feet away
and try and read that.

There's just absolutely no way to read
that small print fromany distance. So, here --
here's the thing, this has got to be addressed, the

secrecy issue. Wen people can, w thout too nuch
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trouble, go in and see how you voted, and know who
you voted for in --

-- in the primary, do you think it's
fair for all of that to be accessible to the
public? Now, it is a felony to share that kind of
information. There are |egal consequences for
that, but that doesn't nean people can't find that
information, and that is a very big issue.

If it was not an issue, | doubt
Dom ni on Voting Systens woul d have cone out with
the update that the Secretary did not use --
deci ded not to -- to do that. The estimted man
hours to do it is pretty extensive, but what we're
tal ki ng about is protecting voters' rights.

We are tal king about equal protection
under the law, and we are tal king about affording
I ndividuals the integrity to vote w thout soneone
know ng how they vote. Al I'"msaying is put it
into rul emaking. Let's have those di scussions over
t he next 30 days.

Let's address the concerns, but | don't
see how anyone could justifiably keep this from
goi ng into rul emaki ng and having those very
I mportant discussions. There's a lot of work and a

| ot of decisions that need to be made on rul es
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prior to Novenber to secure the Novenber el ection
and to also help wth voter confidence.

You know, playing this gane where --
where nenbers keep the- -- hands over their eyes
and say, "Mowve along. Nothing to see here,"” is not
t he answer because these are legitinmate, very
serious concerns that need to be addressed.

And not addressing them and not putting
a rule into rul emaki ng because you have questi ons,

IS not the answer.

MR FERVIER. | -- | get that, but, you know,
th- -- that's part of the problemis that we have
an election in four nonths -- le- -- less than four

nont hs away, and throwing this kind of burden on
the counties with --

-- with such short notice, and having

to deal with this absolute secrecy and -- and doi ng
all this other stuff, it -- it just -- it's -- it's
just not -- it's just not feasible, and it's not
practical. It's not -- it's not possible.

It's not -- you're going to create

massi ve problens for the counties across the state
trying to deal with this particular rule, in the
next four nonths, when they're -- when they're

trying to train their people and get ready for a
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big election in the fall. It's just --

MS. GRUBBS: If that -- if --

MR FERVIER -- it's the wong tinme, and |
don't think that we have the ability to do sone of
this. So --

M5. GRUBBS: If -- and if it proves out to be
true, after the 30-day period, then be that as it
may, but if -- if thisis alast-mnute -- if you
feel like this is a last-mnute attenpt, then why
couldn't | proceed with this back in -- there's
al ways an excuse.

There's been an excuse since 2022.

This is not sonething new. This cane up back

bef ore June. These conversations started | ong
before the | ast El ection Board neeting, so don't --
pl ease don't try and make it out like |I just, you
know, dreaned this up --

-- you know, five mnutes ago, put this
together, and I"'mtrying to nmake it last-mnute
because that's not the truth. The truth is this
has been an issue for years, and the State El ection
Board has not dealt with the issue, always in the
hope:

"Let's see what the |egislature's going

to do. Let's see what so-and-so's going to do.
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Let's see what this court case happens,” and --
and, honestly, | feel like the Board has been
derelict in its duty to not address these very
| nportant issues.

These are constitutional issues. These
are -- these are rights issues of voters to be able
to have -- just because -- you know, we've got all
ki nds of secrecy issues. To your point, we have
| ots of secrecy issues, but --

-- then you throw on top of that the
fact that sonebody can now -- through the use of
Al , you know, John Doe can go in and figure out
what you cast on your ballot. That's very
concerning. | want that protection for you.

| want that protection for every
enpl oyee in the State of Georgia. W're going to
have a new Governor comng in the first of the
year, one way or the other.

Do you want peopl e being based -- you
know, continuing on in their jobs based on who they
voted for? Because that's a real possibility, and
that's what we're tal ki ng about here.

MR. FERVIER. Salleigh, this -- | -- 1'm
sorry, Menber Gubbs. This -- this isn't just

about ballot secrecy. [If it was just about ball ot
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secrecy, then this particular rule would have been
presented by itself a long tine ago.

This is part of a la- -- |arger agenda,
that this Board' s been dealing with for over a year
now, on nultiple different instances, to try and
get to hand nmarked paper ballots. You go back to
the first rule at the top up there and starts
tal ki ng about our systenms being illegal --

-- and being inpossible, and
i npractical, and it's all the sanme thing over and
over again. W just started at the bottomthis
time, instead of at the top, trying to pass the
rules, and do them one by one, but it's all part of
a larger agenda to get to -- to hand marked paper
bal | ots, which may cone at some point.

The legislature's dealing with that --

have dealt with that, but it -- you know, it's --
it's -- it's not -- 1 -- 1 understand it. |[|'ve
tal ked about ballot secrecy. |'ve tal ked about
positioning of the nmachines many tinmes. | know

It's been an issue.

| think that this rule, though, is
goi ng to cause significant problens for our
counti es between now and -- and Novenber. So --

M5. GRUBBS: Well, if we don't put it into
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rul emaki ng, we're not going to know what their
opinionis, and if we- --

MR. FERVIER. Well, | know what their opinion
Is. W -- we know what their opinion is because
t hey spoke many, many tines on this. Like | said,
thisis -- this is part of a |larger agenda; it's
not a single standal one ball ot secrecy issue.

Go back to the top rule that -- that
you're proposing today; it's all the sane thing
t hat has been proposed nany, many tinmes in
different formats. So --

MS. GRUBBS: There's a reason and -- and
there's been -- different things happen -- |I'm
sorry, Menber King, but there's a reason why |
wanted to take it section by section, and to take
this on its own, and to take the vote on its own.

M5. KING \What | wanted to add is -- okay.
So, I -- | do have sone concerns wth these -- the
overall rules because they were presented to us
beforehand. It feels like | am hearing rules
again, that we heard in 2024, that was presented by
soneone else, but nowit's just --

-- it's alnost the exact sane thing,
and then we understood that there were sone just

boundari es that we nay have been nmaybe
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overstepping. Now, if we break it out into parts

-- right? -- if I'mlooking specifically at the
bal | ot secrecy and -- secrecy, and not the other
portion of the rules, | understand the concern.

| had sonmeone cone to ne recently and
ask about, you know, what are rules around
| ocations that are private |ocations, but they have
their security caneras.

M5. GRUBBS: Unh- huh.

M5. KING And can -- these security caneras,
are they picking up what's happening? And it --
and we all know -- | nean, |'ve walked into ny --
ny polling place, and I've -- I've -- |'ve chosen
not to go to a particular BMD because it was show

-- | mean, it was pretty nuch facing
everybody who was sitting behind ne. So, ball ot
secrecy, in and of itself, is a concern of a |ot of
voters. It may not be the concern of the election
wor kers, but it is of a lot of voters; however, if

we add all of the --

-- if we're -- if we're going to vote
on all the rules -- this -- this conplete rule,
together, I amnot going to be able to support it

because | do think that we are stepping into a very
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danger ous space; however, if we are going to vote
specifically on ballot secrecy --
-- 1"mokay with supporting that

portion because the SOS i s supposed to update their

system There's an update that is available. |'m
not sure why they haven't u- -- updated it, but
t hey shoul d.

Al so, the counties are already d- --
they -- they are responsible for providing absol ute
secrecy. You know, secre- -- there -- there's -- |
don't even know what that really neans. Secrecy is
secrecy. There -- whether it's absolute or not is
alittle bizarre to ne, but secrecy is secrecy.

So, with that being said, if we're

going to -- | -- 1 can support the ballot secrecy,
but when it cones to the -- (indiscernible) -- that
gets a little tricky for ne because |, now, wl|

have to go back on what |'ve al ready voted agai nst
in the past because it's very, very simlar.

M5. GRUBBS: To -- so, to be clear, when --
are you tal king about 1, 2, 3, and 4, Menber King?

M5. KING Correct. Correct.

M5. GRUBBS: That you're okay with 1, 2, 3,
and 47

M5. KING |'mokay with -- yeah -- 1, 2, 3
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and 4 of the ballot secrecy portion.

M5. GRUBBS: Okay. That's all I'masking to
take a vote on at this nonment, and then we can --
because | was concerned about the tine, | just
wanted to be sure we broke that up, and this is the

part that | feel is urgent.

And, | agree, there are portions that
because | brought the -- the rule change on
| npossi bl e and inpracticable, and so, | totally get
it, but there ha- -- have been circunstances that

have occurred, also during this tinmefrane, that
have changed, that na- --

-- make it worthy to go back and | ook
at things, and, you know, on ballot secrecy, it was
never part of ny conversation to say, "Hey, you can
| ook up how you voted?" | nean, | stagger to think
of mlitary personnel, you know, who coul d have
their --

-- now, it's a different situation with
UCCAVAs, which is a whol e other conversation, but,
when you can -- when people can -- it's nore
accessi ble through Al to be able to find how
soneone voted, that's just very concerning.

Because, then, all of a sudden, you

enter into this, you know, state of Mnority
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Report, you know, |ike the surveillance and the,
you know -- and how people cast their vote. W've
got to protect that, and we've got to protect it
for all voters. So --

M5. KING So, M. Chair, like | said, I -- if
-- if we're voting only on the ball ot secrecy
portion, | don't mnd sending that into the 30-day
process. | would like to hear fromcounties that
are smal |l er who have very limted space and --

-- because | totally agree, | do not

want to send theminto a frenzy going into this
el ection, but -- but I would like to hear fromthem

specifically on that portion of this rule.

MR. FERVIER: Yeah; | -- | think, Menber King,
you'll hear fromlarge counties and snmall. | nean,
Il -- | know --

MB. KING Ckay.

M5. GRUBBS: -- like in GMnnett they all have
i ssues with space, and it's amazing to ne how, when
you go out there, some of the precincts are in
gymasi uns and sone are in --

M5. KING Yeah. Yeah.

MR. FERVIER -- | nean, 12-by-12 roons. So,
it's --

M5. KING Yeah; it is very interesting, and,
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like I said, in nmy precinct, I -- | know for a fact
that there are a couple of BMDs that does not
provi de secrecy at all --

MR FERVIER | -- | agree.

M5. KING -- and -- you know, but this is
sonet hing that has been brought to ny attention
several tines, and | do think that it's -- it -- it
Is our responsibility to do sonmething about it, if

-- even if it nmeans just for right now,
seeing what the legislature's attorneys say, and

just getting sone nore feedback.

MR FERVIER. Well, I -- 1 -- 1 -- 1"l cal
for a vote in a second. | -- | would -- y- -- you
know, Menber G ubbs, | don't know that any or sone

of these are supported by statute.

And so, you nmay want to address that
sonetine in the future about the shuffling of the
votes of the ballots, the -- and sone of that. [|I'm
just not sure where it's supported by statute. So

M5. GRUBBS: Well, | could get into a | onger
conversation on that topic, but I'"'mtrying to be
m ndful of the tine.

MR. FERVI ER. Yeah; we have got 32 m nutes
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left.
M5. KING Yeah; | nean, and they -- and it
happens anyway. | nean, | know that there are

people that pull the ballots out, and they -- |

mean, they're -- they're not really tracking order.

So, | don't think that's so big of a deal

MR. FERVIER  The -- any further questions or
conment s?

[ NO RESPONSE]

MR. FERVIER. The chair will entertain a
notion on the revisions to 183-1-11-.01, ball ot
secrecy, to paragraph 1 and the addition of
par agraphs 2, 3, and 4.

M5. KING M. Chair, | nake a notion that we
initiate rul emaki ng on the ball ot secrecy portion.
MR. FERVIER W have a vote to initiate

rul emaki ng procedures; is there a second?

M5. GRUBBS: | second it.

MR. FERVIER. The notion is seconded. Any
further discussion?

[ NO RESPONSE]

MR. FERVIER  Hearing no further discussion,
all those in favor signify by saying, "Aye."

M5. KING Aye.

M5. GRUBBS: Aye.
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MR. FERVI ER:  Any opposition?
M5. GHAZAL: Nay.
MR FERVIER Vote carries three to one.
M5. GRUBBS: Thank you very nuch.
Ckay. Now, if we go back to -- if we
go to the beginning of the docunent, |I'mgoing --

"' musing ny cheat sheet with the boxes, but if
you're | ooking at the regular one, it would -- we
would go to "definition of vote" -- under
"definition of the vote 183-1-15-.02" --

-- definition of the vote -- go down to
subparagraph H It would read, "A vote cast on an
optical scan ballot narked by an el ectronic ball ot
marker, which prints interpretations of barcode
votes as voter selections, shall be the printed
text of the interpretat- -- interpreted selection
on the printed paper ballot."”

That's saying that the official vote
for QR coded ballots is the printed text, which is
consistent with state and federal | aws.
Subpar agr aph one:

"The vote, to be tabulated at any point
In the election process, shall not be in the form
of a barcode or other machi ne marking that is not

verifiable for accuracy or correction by the vote-
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-- voter prior to casting the ballot in the
scanner . "

Subparagraph 2: "If official votes
cannot be tabulated by the certified voting system
scanners using the voter verifiable printed text
sel ections, paper ballots marked by pen and
t abul ated by such scanners shall be used in
compliance with OCGA 212-281 and el ection rule 183-
1-12- -- .11.2."

So, that -- that is -- that the barcode
cannot be the official vote because it's not
verifiable by the voter consistent with state and
federal laws, and, as we all know, | can't read a
R code.

The statute that it's ordered that the vote be
able to be read by the voter -- and we have to
conformthis rule to what the | aw actual ly says.

Al so, under subparagraph 2:

"The current Domi ni on system cannot
tabul ate official BVMD printed text votes requiring
hand mar ked paper ball ot backup systemwth
scanners be used."” So, this goes back to HB316.
This rule, under subparagraph H, was actually made
in 2020, and is not current and reflected based on

being able to actually read the vote.
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MR FERVIER Well, | -- how do you -- how do
you square this with the recent |egislation passed?

M5. GRUBBS: Which recent |egislation?

MR. FERVIER: In the special session

M5. KING 33X

M5. GRUBBS: Wiat, specifically, do you nean?

MR FERVIER Well, didn't they just extend
the use of the QR codes?

M5. GRUBBS. They extended SB189.

MR. FERVIER. Right. Which allows the
conti nued use of the QR codes?

M5. GRUBBS: Correct, and I'lIl -- and |"']I
direct you back to the code sections here. | don't
know i f you saw nmy email -- |'massum ng that maybe
you did, yesterday -- with the -- |I'm | ooking at
sec- -- at sec- -- at section 7 right now. It
doesn't do away with what the prior [awis.

And | understand your point; however,
it's -- we're still violating state and federal |aw
on this. | can't -- can you -- can you read a R
code and tell what's in it to verify your vote?

MR. FERVIER  They can read the printed nanes
that are right belowit. So --

M5. GRUBBS: How do you know that that's
what's in the QR code, which is what's tabul at ed?
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MR. FERVIER. Well, like | said, | don't have
the | evel of skepticismof sone others on that. So
-- you know that when audits are done, it's --
woul dn't be correct. So --

M5. CGRUBBS: When the audit's done?

MR. FERVI ER.  Yeah.

M5. KING Well, for the sake of tine, | --
can put ny position on this. | do believe that
this creates a conflict. As | stated before, |
didn't support it beforehand for that very reason
| still feel the sane way, even though the verbi age
has shifted a little bit.

| think that it does put the counties
in a position where they are now -- we -- we're now
contradicting the |l aw, whether we agree with it or
not. | -- | always have to sit with ny persona
feelings on things --

--and | totally agree with you, 100

percent, that, you know, having the QR codes

present is not good. | nean, | have personal stake
in -- in that. That being said, as a
responsibility as a Board nenber, | do think that

we are creating a conflict for our counties --
-- if we -- if we nove forward with

this because you'll have a situation where there
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are individuals that wll then tell the counties
that according to the SEB, this is -- this is not
correct.

W -- | shouldn't have to vote on these

machi nes, but then, according to the |law, the

| egi slature, the counties may say, "Well, it's
saying that you can vote on these machines.” And
so, that conflict there now p- -- positions our

counties to be the mddl e person --

-- who will take the brunt of all of
this, including | awsuits, attacks, and what soever
comes with it. So, while | agree that the machi nes
are terrible, I think that the QR codes is a
di saster --

-- however, | -- 1 can't support
sonething that | think is going to create conflict
for our counties.

MR. FERVI ER  Thank you.

Any ot her comments fromthe Board?

M5. GHAZAL: | just want to say that | support
everything that Menber King said about the
counties, and appreciate the fact that she's really
centering them and the voters here. Thank you.

MR FERVIER  Any --

[ SI MULTANEOUS SPEAKERS]
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MR FERVIER: |'msorry?

M5. GRUBBS: M. Chairman, | -- | am happy to
-- to table this portion of the vote -- the vote at
this tinme, so that we can try and get through the
ot her ones. | would have nore to add on that, but

"' m happy to table it at this tine.

M5. KING | don't -- I -- 1 -- 1 nust be
clear, | don't think tabling is going to change ny
position on this because | -- we've -- like | said,
we' ve heard this -- this has kind of been in our

orbit for a long tinme now, and each tine |I've had
the sane position

So, | nmean, if the Board would like to
table it, that's fine, but I'm-- I'"mnot going to
change ny position. As long as there is a state --
the state law that says that they have to
adm ni ster the elections a certain way --

-- I"mjust not going to support
creating a rule that contradicts the law. | think
that's outside of what we were -- we're supposed to
do, but -- if tabling it is what the Board woul d
like, that's fine, but I -- ny position wll hold.

M5. GRUBBS: So, | --
MR FERVIER | think -- | -- go ahead --

M5. GRUBBS: | -- | appreciate that, but
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there's a desire to do what the | aw says --
correct? -- for -- for all of us?

M5. KING 100 percent. 100 percent.

M5. GRUBBS: So, when we have to be able to,
by law -- actually be able to read and under st and
our vote and to be able to -- to review our vote
and to be able to know that what we actually mark
on the ballot is what is actually tabul ated, and
there's laws to that effect --

-- it's okay to violate the | aws that
are on the books for that, but then create --

M5. KING No; | nean --

M5. GRUBBS: -- a conflict --

M5. KING Well -- well, to be clear, when
SB189 was passed, we all operated under SB189 unti l
Ju- -- you know, we -- we knew there was a July
2026 date when things had to happen. So, we were
fine voting -- even us who are anti- were fine --
state operating under 189.

189 has been extended. So, we're doing
exactly what we were doing a few nonths ago. To
say now that, you know, we are not happy with the
way it's -- the QR code is, and then -- we do have
evi dence that shows why we have concerns, and | get

all of that, but we'll be --
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-- we'll be highly contradicting even
ourselves if we were to say that we should ignore
t he extension of 189 and operate under a different
rul e, even though this is what we've been doing for
the | ast few years.
MR FERVIER | think this Board needs to go
ahead and vote on this.

M5. GRUBBS: Ckay.

MR. FERVIER. The chair will entertain a
notion on the rule proposals for 183-1-15-.02,
definition of a vote.

M5. GHAZAL: M. Chairman, | nove that we
decline to enter -- put this into rul emaking.

MR. FERVIER. W have a notion to decline
initiating rul emaki ng procedures; is there a
second?

M5. KING Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion and a second.
Any di scussi on?

[ NO RESPONSE]

MR. FERVI ER: Hearing no discussion, all those
in favor of declining initiating rul emaking
procedures on 183-1-15-.02, definiti- -- definition
of votes signify by saying, "Aye."

M5. KING Aye.
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M5. GHAZAL: Aye.
MR FERVIER |I'msorry. Wuld you raise your
hands as "Aye"?

Any opposition?

M5. RODDY: | -- 1 -- 1 -- 1 oppose it.
oppose - -

MR, FERVIER.  You oppose? You oppose?

M5. RODDY: Yeah; | -- | oppose nenber
Ghazal 's notion.

MR. FERVI ER.  Yeah. Ckay.

M5. RODDY: | would go forward with this --
this is rulemaking. | would go forward with it.

MR FERVIER. Let nme -- all right. Let ne --
let me restart. W have a notion and a second to
deny initiating rul emaki ng procedures. All those
In favor signify by saying "Aye." Raise your
hands. Ckay.

M5. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Al those opposed signify by
stayi ng your hands.

The vote is two to two. The chair wll
break the tie by voting "Yay" to initia- -- to deny
initiating rul emaki ng procedures. So, initiating
rul emaki ng procedures will be deni ed.

The next itemon the agenda is -- did
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you get that, Director MIIs? D rector MIIs?

MR MLLS: I'mtrying to get ny nute -- ny
mute turned on. I'msorry. Yes, sir. | got it.

MR. FERVIER. Ckay. Al right. | want to
make sure you're clear that we -- we denied

initiating rul emaki ng procedures.
MR MLLS | -- 1 --1 --1 --1 got it.
MR. FERVI ER.  Ckay.
MR. MLLS: Thank you.
MR. FERVIER. The next item-- the next item
on the agenda is --
M5. GRUBBS: It is 183-1-12-.01, conduct of
el ection, subparagraph 2 --
MR. FERVIER. Yes. (Kkay.
M5. GRUBBS:. -- subparagraph 4, 5 -- 4 and 5.
Subpar agr aph 2 says:
"Voting at the polls, including both
el ection day and absentee in-person. Voting shall
be conducted via ballots marked by el ectronic
bal | ot markers tabul ated by ball ot scanners when
such el ectronic ballot markers and scanners can
feasi bly and accurately be" --
- there's a typo there; there should be
a "b-e" in there --

-- "operated in full conpliance with
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applicable state and federal law. |If such
operation is not feasible, the hand marked ball ot
system aut hori zed in 212-281 shall be used in
conpliance with election rule 183-1-12.11. 2.

"The el ectronic ballot markers and
bal | ot scanners shall be supplied by the Secretary
of State or purchased by the counties with the
aut hori zation of the Secretary of State."

This clarifies that the use of BMDs is
not unconditional, and that statutory conditions of
equi pnment use nust be net. Subparagraph 4, it adds
the sentence in the mddle. So, the entire
par agr aph woul d read:

"The superintendent shall cause every
pol i ng pl ace and advanced voting | ocation to have
a sufficient nunber of blank paper ballots that can
be marked by pen available for use in the event of
energency or circunstances when the electronic
bal | ot nmarki ng devices are not in use.

"The el ection superintendent shall also
be prepared to resupply polling places with
ener gency paper ballots and needed ballot styles in
a timely manner while voting is occurring so that
pol ling places do not run out of energency paper

ballots. "
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This just clarifies that the backup
systemis not limted to unforeseen energency
ci rcunst ances.

Subpar agraph 5: "The use of polling
pl ace onsite ballot, printing ballot on demand for
requi red hand mark printed ballots under this rule
I's authorized for absentee- -- absentee, in-person
voting for counties operating multiple advanced
voting polling places.

The State Election Board, with the
assi stance of the Secretary of State, shall issue
gui dance to counties to specify requirenents for
such dedicated printers from approved vendors of
pol l'ing places, place onsite printers, as well as
detail ed gui dance for cybersecurity controls --

-- "ball ot issuance, accuracy, chain of
custody, and ballot accounting controls related to
onsite printing of such ballots. The
superi ntendent shall docunent and enforce strict
ball ot inventory controls and daily ball ot
accounting for each ballot style --

-- "and chain of custody docunentation
wth respect to all commercially printed ballots
and onsite printed ballots. The Secretary of State

shal | provide standardi zed forns for such ball ot
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accounting and control . "

So, the -- this clarifies that the
bal | ot on-denmand printers, if those are so
pur chased or enpl oyed, nmay be used in early voting
| ocations, and the State El ection Board and the
Secretary of State will issue purchasing and
speci fication gui dance --

-- as well as ballot accounting,
cybersecurity control guidance for ballot on-demand
printers and issue draft guidance for that. So, we
-- we actually have draft guidance for that, that
|"ve provided previously to the Board, that | would
like to circul ate.

This just adds some security on -- in
t he event -- because there has been di scussion of
addi ng ball ot on-demand printers to the printing
system so we just would |ike to account for that.
So, you know, given our tinmefrane and there are
ot her issues --

-- it's 10:44 now, |I'm m ndful of the
time -- so, if -- you know, if we want to delay the
adoption or discussion of the rest of the rules,
that's fine, if we can cone up wth a tinme where we
can finish addressing these, so that we can issue

the -- or address the other topics in the neeting.

On the Record, LLC

225 Main Street, Ste. 1913, Hram GA 30141 Page 91



https://www.ontherecordllc.com/

© 00 N o g B~ W N P

e S S T
o o M W N B O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

M5. KING | feel the sane way, that this is
again, creating a conflict for our counties.

M5. GRUBBS: Well, M. Chairman, | would nove
at this time that | just table the rest of these --
t hese issues so that we can get to the other
matters in the neeting, given the tine that we
have, if we can establish a tine for another
nmeeting to address these issues.

M5. KING Well, M. Chair, I'mokay with
addressing the other issues on the agenda in the
August neeting, and then just conpleting the rule
process.

MR. FERVI ER: Menber Ghazal ?

M5. GHAZAL: | support Menber King's proposal.

MR. FERVI ER: Menber Roddy?

M5. RODDY: | would -- | have one itemthat |
have circulated to the Board. | would really like
to get the a- -- the -- the approval for that
before this neeting ends because | | ose a nonth-

and- a- hal f otherw se --

MR FERVIER Well, let's deal with this
particular rule, real quick, which is 183-1-12-.01,
conduct of el ections.

The chair will entertain a notion, if

there's no questions on that rule.
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M5. GRUBBS: M. Chairman, | would like to
just withdraw it at this tine. | believe it needs
to be given nore discussion. And so, I'mgoing to
nove to withdraw this at this tine.

MR FERVIER W have a notion to withdraw the

rul e.

M5. KING | -- | second that notion.

MR. FERVIER. Yeah; I'm-- I'm-- actually,
our precedent in the past has not to -- been to

vote on it, but to allow the presenter to w thdraw
aruleif they wanted to. So, if you want to w --
do you want to withdraw the rest of your rules at
this tinme, Menber G ubbs?

M5. GRUBBS: Yes; | do, M. Chair.

MR. FERVIER kay. Then we'll --

-- M. MIls, the remaining rules
presented by Menber G ubbs will be w thdrawn at
this tine.

MR MLLS: Got it. Thank you.

MR. FERVIER: The next itemon the agenda --
let's -- let's nove down to Menber Roddy's
pr oposal .

M5. RODDY: M -- M. Chairman, in -- in the
-- the discussion on retention of counsel, | -- |

wanted to make a notion that authorizes and directs

On the Record, LLC
225 Main Street, Ste. 1913, Hram GA 30141 Page 93



https://www.ontherecordllc.com/

© 00 N o g B~ W N P

e S S T
o o M W N B O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

executive director Janes MIls to negotiate an
agreenent with interested | aw schools to offer
externships to work with the Georgia State El ection
Board for class credit.

It's a no cost option for bringing
quality | egal assistance to benefit the Board and
menbers on -- he is also authorized to develop a
pai d i nternship program should funds ever be
avai | abl e.

This matter should be discussed at the
next regularly scheduled State El ection Board
neeti ng, now schedul ed for August 19th, 2026. So,
| would nove that we direct the executive director
to nmake novenents forward investigating this as an
option, and we discuss it at the August neeting.

If we are prepared f- -- if we have a
finished product at that tinme, we would vote on it;
ot herwi se, we would at |east get a progress report.

MR. FERVIER.  Yeah; | don't know that there's
n- -- | don't know if there's any necessity for the
vote -- for the Board to vote on that today.

Director MIls, if you would, work with
Menmber Roddy on that to present pro- -- proposal to
t he Board before the August neeting, so that the

Board can consider it at the August neeting?
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MR MLLS: Yes, sir; | nost certainly wll --
certainly wll.

MR. FERVI ER: Menber Roddy and | have
discussed it, and | think it's a great idea for
sonme- - -

M5. RCODDY: Thank you.

MR. FERVIER -- legal students to help us
provi de sonme assi stance at no cost to us,
potentially. So, thanks for bringing that to us.

M5. RODDY: M -- M. Chairnan, one -- one
thing is | think it strengthens our position with
the -- the academc -- with the | aw schools, if we
can say that we've got a -- a -- a -- an approved
vote on this from-- or that's what |'ve been
informed -- fromthe Board.

MR. FERVIER: W have --

M5. RODDY: 1Is there any way we could do that?

MR. FERVIER. -- we ha- -- we -- we have a
noti on from Menber Roddy to approve her working
with the executive director to put together a
proposal for the working wth the |aw school
students; is there a second?

M5. GRUBBS: Second.

M5. KING Second.

MR. FERVIER. W have notion and second from
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Menber King, | think. Al those in favor signify
by saying "Aye."

M5. GRUBBS: Aye.

M5. RODDY: Aye.

M5. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER Aye. The Chairnan al so votes
"Aye" on that. Mdtion carries five to zero.

M5. RODDY: Thank you so nmuch for noving ne

out of order. You know, | appreciate it.
M5. GRUBBS: M. Chairman?
M5. KING Geat idea. Geat idea.
MR FERVIER  Yes.

M5. GRUBBS: One of the things that did cone

-- cone up -- w -- since we have the legislative
update -- is with the legislation that the -- that
the legislature passed on SB3X or 3EX -- is the --

the auditing procedures, the RLA process, and we
are going to have to cone up with rules for that.

And so, |'mgoing to suggest that |

will work on the RLA and the recount rules, but we
wi || probably need to do an interimneeting before
-- you know, by Zoomis fine -- but I would like to

engage sone experts to assist with that, to | ook at
the legislation --

-- and to conme up with proposed rul es
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for the RLA and recount provisions of that

| egislation. And | would |ike to organize an

advi sory group to do that, and happy to have anyone
el se involved in that as well, but --

-- it's probably going to require that
we have an interim Zoom neeting before the -- the
regul ar neeting in August.

MR. FERVI ER. Menber Chazal, are you interested
in participating in that, fromthe Denocrat side?

M5. GHAZAL: Yes; | would be very happy to
hel p.

MR. FERVI ER.  Ckay.

M5. GHAZAL: That woul d be great.

MR. FERVIER. So, there's your first --
there's your first volunteer, Menber G ubbs.

MS. GRUBBS: You vol unt eered her.

MR FERVIER. | -- | just asked her. She said
yes.

M5. GHAZAL: | -- | have been volun-told nore
than once. | have no problem --

MR. FERVIER: -- equal representation.

M5. GHAZAL: -- | feel like nore |ike a vol un-
t ol d.

MR. FERVI ER. Equal representation. Ckay.
We'll ook forward to seeing those.
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There's been sone questions about
budgets and staffs. Any comments fromthe Board on
t hat ?

M5. GRUBBS: | would |ike to propose that we
get a -- a nonthly budget report or a -- a budget
report on each regularly schedul ed neeti ng.

MR. FERVIER D d you share this for the Board
to review?

M5. GRUBBS: Yes.

MR FERVIER Director MII|s?

MR- MLLS: Yes, sir

MR. FERVIER. The -- the Board would just |ike

to see a budget prior to -- well, we're going to
vote on -- the questionis -- let's -- let's vote.
So, we -- we have a proposal -- a

notion for the Board to receive a copy of the
budget prior to the Board -- regular schedul ed
Board neetings for review at the Board neeting; is
there a second?

M5. GRUBBS: Well, just to clarify, a copy of
t he budget and -- and expenditures to date.

MR. FERVIER  Expenditures to date. Ckay.
And the Board should receive that prior to the
neeting, so that they can reviewit, and if they

have questions at the Board neeting, itself, and
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It's for reqular schedul ed neetings, not for
speci al neeti ngs.

M5. GRUBBS: Correct.

MR. FERVIER. Ckay. |Is there a second?

M5. KING Just to be clear, if there's
not hi ng that has changed fromnonth to nonth, are
we s- -- we're okay with himjust saying nothing's
changed; right? GCkay.

MR. FERVI ER.  Yeah.

M5. KING Okay. Al right. 1'll second.

MR. FERVIER. W have notion and second; is
t here any di scussi on?

[ NO RESPONSE]

MR. FERVIER. Hearing no discussion, all those
in favor signify by saying, "Aye."

MB. KING Aye.

M5. GRUBBS: Aye.

MR. FERVI ER:  Any opposition?

[ NO RESPONSE]
MR. FERVI ER: Hearing no opposition, so noved.
Any questions, Director MIIs?

MR. MLLS: No; the only question, | guess,
have is: Wen you say "expenditures -- budget
report and a copy of expenditures,” you want just a

regul ar thunmbnail sketch that you would give in a
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-- in a regular budget report? How deep do you
want me to go?

MR FERVIER It -- you should have a line-

I tem budget --

M5. CGRUBBS: Yeah.

MR. FERVIER -- that would detail what your
up-to-date is, and if there are any expenditures in
the |l ast 30-60 days or whatever, fromthe previous
neeting --

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

[ S| MULTANEQUS SPEAKERS]

M5. GRUBBS: And -- and -- and -- and
certainly not so much detail that would -- that --
that would -- that would provide -- salary
information. W don't need that.

MR. FERVI ER  No.

M5. GRUBBS: Just a, you know, bul k personnel
line item

MR. FERVIER. Yeah; | would just -- yeah --
you footnote the bottom for each change. Just a
footnote at the bottom of the budget for each
change.

MR MLLS: Sure. And -- and just so the
Board under stands, you know, the Secretary of

State's O fice does our budget. They do the
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accounting portion of it, not nme. So, you know,
there -- there very well nay be sone things that we
-- we all are going to disagree with --

--and I'mtrying to work with the
Secretary of State's office in -- in getting those
to be nore reflective of actually what's going on

MR. FERVI ER  Yeah; that would be hel pful.
Thank you very much.

Al right. There was questions about
staffing, and we will nove that to the next
nmeeting, if that's okay with y'all? -- the August
meeti ng.

M5. KING And |I'mpretty sure that has to go
on the executive session; right?

MR. FERVIER Yes. Yeah; we'll call for an
executive session to discuss that, next neeting.

Director MIls, did you have any
updates on the recent |egislation?

MR MLLS: | -- I m -- 1 nmean, just to --
-- | can give you a general update, if you -- you
know, | think everybody's pretty nuch aware, but y-
-- you know, one thing that -- that we may not be
aware of --

-- | haven't heard it tal ked about nuch

-- is that when they created the el ection equi pnment
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specification standards commttee -- it's a pretty
long title, but that's what they called it, and it
-- it's -- it's conposed of nine nenbers --

-- three nenbers appointed by the
governor, three nenbers appointed by the Senate,
and three nmenbers appoi nted by the House of
Representatives, and it'll be that nine-nmenber
commttee that will work toward picking out the new
el ection process that they --

-- they choose to go with. | did not
ask to be included in this. | -- 1 privately
asked, but | certainly didn't make a push for it or
anything. | just said, you know, "W would like to

provide input," and --

-- kind of a surprise to ne, but on
page 2 of the bill, inline 32, they -- they --
they said, "The commttee may seek input from but
not limted to the followng" -- well, they

i ncl uded the executive director of the State

El ection Board, which I -- |'"m gl ad.
| didn't -- that was a surprise, but,
you know, we -- we do get input there. And so, |

woul d, you know, want your input so that | can pass
it along to -- to that commttee. The -- the other

surprising thing was that -- this is a -- just a
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m nor surprise, but --

-- it basically says that each non-
| egi sl ative nmenber of the conmttee that's
appointed -- let's say the House decides to pick
three nmenbers that aren't House nenbers or the
Senate or -- or the governor --

-- or any of those nenbers that are not
| egi sl ative nenbers, guess who gets to pay their --
their per dienf

MR. FERVIER. Ch, we do.

MR- MLLS: The State El ecti on Board.

MR. FERVIER. Yeah; we're going to have to
figure out a budget on that sonmehow.

MR MLLS: That -- that was a surprise as
well. Now, | don't see that really being a huge
ticket item but it will be a cost, and given the
fact that, you know, we're under a -- a -- a
$300, 000 cut fromthe governor's |ast --

-- latest recomendation and -- and a
| ot of agencies got cut. It wasn't just us. |
think it was -- i- -- i- -- if | renmenber it right,
It was his anticipation of maybe the -- the tax
cuts that were passed by the |legislature nay cost
nore than what they had anticipated, so he had to

put some cuts in place.
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W were one of the agencies that got
that cut and ours is $300,000. When you're talking
about a budget that's only at about 1.389 already,
that's a pretty significant chall enge.

MR. FERVIER. Yeah; | think the problemis
that you -- and you're tal king about ni ne people at
roughly 300 bucks a day, so $2,700 every tine they
meet could add up quickly.

MR MLLS: Very quickly. Wll, sone of those
-- 1 -- 1 don"t know. None of us know. It's a
guess. Y- -- you're giving the worst-case
scenari o, but sone of those very well may be
| egislators, and if they are legislators -- if
they're Senators or House nenbers --

-- then we won't be responsible for
paying their per diem So, | don't know.

MR. FERVI ER. Yeah; let's see who they pick.
we'll find out.

MR MLLS: That's right.

MR FERVIER We -- we have two mnutes left.

The Chair would -- with all that said,
the Chair would |like to nove all the other itens to
t he August agenda.

MS. RODDY: So, noved.

MR. FERVIER. Any -- anything critical that
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needs to be -- cone up today in the [ast m nute-
and- a- hal f?

M5. GRUBBS: M. Chairman, | would just like

to -- to be sure that the -- the two rules that
were passed, | would |like to offer any assistance
that staff may need to help get tho- -- that out

and -- and published, and that kind of thing, if --
i f that's needed.

MR. FERVI ER:  Thank you.

Wt hout any further discussion, the
chair will entertain a notion to adjourn.

MS. RODDY: So, noved.

MR FERVIER |Is there a second?

MS. GRUBBS: | second.

M5. GHAZAL: Second.

MR. FERVIER. W have notion and second. All
those in favor of adjourning, signify by saying,
"Aye. "

KING Aye.
GRUBBS: Aye.
GHAZAL: Aye.

20 0 D

FERVI ER.  Any opposition?
[ NO RESPONSE]
MR. FERVI ER: Hearing no opposition, so,

noved. Thank you all for your participation today.
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We made our 11:00 cutoff time. Thank
you, and | will |ook forward to seeing you in the
future.

Thank you, Menber Roddy, for attending
t oday.

M5. RCODDY: Thank you.

COURT REPORTER: Can | ask a quick question?
Didy- --

MR. FERVIER. Pardon ne? Yes.

COURT REPOCRTER: Did y'all want to order the
transcript of this?

MR MLLS: This is the Court Reporter. Yes.
Yes; we do.

COURT REPORTER: All right. 10 business days
wor k for you?

MR MLLS: Y- -- y- -- yes. Just so everyone
knows, this is our Court Reporter that's been --

M5. RODDY: Ckay.

MR- MLLS: -- transcribing everything.
don't want you to think it's a -- a-- a-- a-- a
cry fromthe woods or sonething.

COURT REPORTER:  Sorry, guys.

MR. FERVI ER  Thank you. Thank you.

M5. RODDY: All right.

COURT REPORTER: All right.
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MR. FERVI ER:  Thank you. Thank you.

COURT REPCORTER:

Have a great day.

get that to you guys.

(Meeting concluded at 10:59 a.m)
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STATE OF GEORG A )
COUNTY OF CHATHAM )
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| hereby certify that the foregoing pre-bid
conference was taken down by ne, as stated in the
caption; and the statenents, questions and
answers were reduced to print by nme; that the
f oregoi ng pages 3-** represent a true, correct,
and conpl ete transcript of the information given
on July 8, 2026, by the Georgia State El ection
Board. | amnot a relative, enployee, attorney,
or counsel of any of the parties; amnot a
rel ative, enployee, attorney, or counsel for of
said parties; nor aml financially interested in
t he acti on.

This certification is expressly w thdrawn
and deni ed upon the disassenbly or photocopyi ng
of the foregoing transcript of proceedings or any
part thereof, including exhibits, unless said
di sassenbly or photocopying is done by the
undersigned certified court reporter and/or under
the auspices of On the Record, LLC and the
signature and original seal is attached thereto.

Pursuant to Article 8.B of the Rules and

Regul ati ons of the Board of Court Reporting of
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the Judicial Council of Georgia, | neke the
follow ng disclosure: | ama Georgia Certified
Court Reporter. | amhere as an i ndependent
contractor of On the Record, LLC. The firm was
contacted by The Secretary of State of Georgia to
provi de court reporting services for this Georgia
State El ection Board Special Called Meeting. |
will not be taking this Georgia State El ection
Board Special Called Meeting under any contract
that is prohibited by OC G A 8§ 15-14-37(a) and
(b).

| do not have a contract to provide
reporting services with any party to the case,
any counsel in the case, or any reporter, or
reporting agency fromwhoma referral m ght have
been made to cover this Georgia State El ection
Board Special Called Meeting. | will charge ny
usual and custonary rates to all parties in the

case.

This 8th day of July, 2026.

e s

Jessi ka Hi ghers,
Certified Court Reporter
GA Cert # 6016-3919-6137-8816
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