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PROCEEDI NG
(Proceedi ng comences at 9:43 a.m)

MR. FERVIER: Good norning, I"mcalling to
order day two of the May 14th edition of the State
El ection Board. W have quite a nunmber of cases to
hear today, so we're going to try and get through
those as quickly as possible. W have a quorum
Menber Jeffares, Menber King, and Menmber Johnston is
here with ne today and Al exandra, our paral egal, and
t hen our investigators and so we're very happy to be
back and hopefully we'll get through the rest of the
agenda today.

We're going to, you know, yesterday was a
little chaotic because | was trying to get all the
people had to travel |ong distances heard so they
woul dn't have to cone back for a second day and
spend night in a hotel or whatever and created sone
confusion. The next nmeeting that we have in July,
we're going to try and schedule it so that anybody
who travels a long distance is heard first on the

agenda that way and we may even break it up into two

days so that your case will either be heard on day
one or day two, and you'll have better direction on
when you need to show up and hopefully that'll help

with some of the confusion.

800.808.4958
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So, we have a whole |ot of backl ogged
cases that we'll be hearing this year and so |
i mgi ne all of our nmeetings going forward will be
two day neetings at least to try and work down t hat
caseload. So, but we'll try and as we work through
this, schedule thema little bit better so people
don't have to sit here all day long or sit through
both days to -- your case gets here, but we're
al ways going to try and hear those people that have
to travel a long way first so that they can get
hone.

That being noted, DeKalb County has asked
that they have their cases heard first because their
attorney is with us today and has anot her --
obligation this afternoon. So, we're going to go
t hrough the DeKal b cases real quick, hopefully, and
hear those and then we'll get back onto the agenda.

So, the first case on the agenda today to
be heard -- was slated for dismssal and it's a
SEB2024-062. No, |'m sorry, SEB2022-369. It's tab
20 in your binders. Yes, M chael.

MR. BRUNSON: Nanme is M chael Brunson from
the Secretary of State's Investigations Division.
OCkay, so this case involves three different

all egations and this is all connected to the

800.808.4958
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Novenber 8, 2020 general election and really the
circunstances of allegation one and two are
basically very, very simlar in that in the first
all egation, a voter submtted an absentee ball ot
application, requested a nmail ballot be set to a
Texas address. Additionally, the voter requested to
be added to the rollover list for the remai nder of
the el ection cycle.

There's evidence to suggest that the
voter's November 2022 ballot was sent to the Texas
address as requested and was set within the tine
required. However, the voter stated it was not
received. The voter returned to Georgia, canceled
the original requested mail ballot and voted
advanced in person. As a result of the ballot
cancel l ation, the system automatically renoved the
voter fromthe rollover mailing list. DeKalb County
El ections provided their training and their
procedure for canceling ballots, which showed that
for a voter to remain on the rollover list, workers
need to manual ly return the voter back to the
el derly/di sabled status after the ball ot
cancel | ati on was conpl eted, or the voter would need
to resubmt an absentee ball ot application

i ndicating their desire and in this first

800.808.4958
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all egation, it appears that -- was not done.

However, there is no |aw that says that -- has to be
done. That is a DeKalb county internal

adm ni strative policy/training issue.

The second incident is very simlar to
that where a voter requested a ballot be sent to an
alternative address out of state and then very
simlar circunstances. So, to go through it would
be superfl uous.

The third allegation, the voter requested
a mail ballot for the Decenmber 6th, 2022 el ection,
reported that was not received. All records
I ndi cate the ballot was mailed to the address |isted
on Election Net as well as the address listed on the
absentee ballot application and in that case, the
I nvestigati on was unable to determ ne why the voter
did not receive their ballot. So, that's -- the
crux of the case, is that in these instances,
there's no violation that we saw and so that's why
It was put in the dism ssal section and not in the
vi ol ati on secti on.

MR. FERVIER: So, there was evidence that
the ballots were sent and are, so possible the post
office just didn't get them delivered?

MR. BRUNSON: Yes.

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
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MR. FERVIER: Dr. Johnston, do you have
sonme questions?

MS. JOHNSTON: | do.

MR. FERVI ER: Ckay.

M5. JOHNSTON: My Questions are for DeKalb
County. Does DeKalb County utilize ballot tracking?

MS. SMTH: Yes, good norning. |'m Keisha
Smith, the Director of DeKalb County of Voter
Regi stration and El ections and yes, we do utilize
the state systemin ternms of tracking.

MS. JOHNSTON: What sort of tracking is
utilized --

M5. SMTH. The ballots and so right.
There is a process where once we enter it into
Jarvis, there's a way to track when the ballots
anticipate -- when they would be mail ed.

M5. JOHNSTON: Ckay, is there a difference
bet ween i ssuing a ballot and sending a ballot?

MS. SMTH: The issue is the date that we,
you know. Yes, there could be a difference between
I ssui ng and sendi ng, depending on who's nmailing the
bal | ots.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay, so | know DeKal b
County and other counties have a category where they

state the ball ot has been issued and am | correct

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



© o0 N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
O A W N P O © 0O ~N O O b W N B O

Public Meeting May 14, 2025

State Election Board Meeting

Page 9

t hat means the ballot was received into the office
and credit was given to the voter, is that correct?

MS. SMTH: Issued is when the ballot is
sent, not when it's received into the office.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay, so it's issued, but
when it's actually put in the mail, is that the sane
thing as issued?

MS5. SMTH: It could be the sane thing as
I ssued. It depends on if there's a third party
that's mailing the absentee ballot, which we do
utilize state approved vendors fromtinme to time to
I ssue those ballots or mail those ballots.

MS. JOHNSTON: To mail the ballots?

M5. SM TH:  Yes.

MS. JOHNSTON: So, the ballot application
I's received and the County's put a notification in
their systemthat it was a ballot is issued?

MS. SMTH: That it should be issued and
then the third party would then pull the files with
the ballots that should be sent or mailed at that
time.

MS. JOHNSTON: But, it mght be issued but
not actually delivered to the USPS or a day or two
or three. That's correct?

MS. SM TH: Yes.

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



© o0 N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
O A W N P O © 0O ~N O O b W N B O

Public Meeting May 14, 2025

State Election Board Meeting

Page 10

MS. JOHNSTON: Okay, is there a
docunentation of when it actually is put into the
mai | carrier service?

MS. SMTH: | believe that we have an
estimte of when it should be delivered to the mail,
yes.

MS. JOHNSTON: |Is there USPS tracking or
vendor tracking for absentee bal ance?

MS5. SMTH: | believe that there are
several ways to track those and sonme counties
actually pay for additional services to track. W
do not pay for them

MS. JOHNSTON: COkay, so once it's put into
t he USPS system you do not have a way to track that
it was actually delivered to the voter?

M5. SMTH: There's no certified part,
no --

MS. JOHNSTON: O return fromthe voter to
the office until you receive it?

M5. SMTH: That's correct.

M5. JOHNSTON: Correct, okay, all right.
VWhen a person neets the qualifications for being on
the rollover list and they vote in person, then
their rollover status changes, correct? They | ose

that automatic rollover for that el ection?

800.808.4958
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M5. SMTH: Could you repeat that? [|I'm
not sure.

MS. JOHNSTON: Yes, so in this case, the
voter requested a ballot for the primary and they
al so checked the box that said they wanted to be on
the rollover list to -- automatically receive
ballots for the rest of the election cycle. But,
when they voted in person for the primary, the
roll over status was cancel ed, correct?

MR. BRUNSON:. Yes, so | can kind of answer
what you're saying here fromthe investigation. So,
the investigator spoke with Rebecca Anglin fromthe
Secretary of State's Elections Ofice, and she
confirnmed the following information. If a mailed
absentee ballot is canceled, the voter is
automatically renoved fromthe rollover list and
woul d have to reapply to opt back into the
reoccurring mail ballots.

Secondly, when a voter is added to the
automatic rollover mailing list, the address for al
future mailings defaults back to the voters
regi stered voting address and so in case two, that's
what happened in case two. The first part is what
happened in case one, where he went and he cancel ed

It and when he voted in person, then that took him

800.808.4958
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off the Iist.

M5. JOHNSTON: Ckay, so not only are they
canceled fromthe automatic rollover of sending the
next absentee ballot for the next election, the
tenporary address is also canceled and it reverts
back defaults back to the residence address? How
woul d a di sabled or elderly person that gets
automatic rollover ballots know this?

M5. SMTH: They would have to be famliar
with the process.

MS. JOHNSTON: Correct, does DeKal b County
have a process or a procedure to notify voters that
they're now not on the rollover list and they have
to apply agai n?

M5. SMTH: Yes, our internal processes
have enhanced where we do reach out to individuals
who were on the rollover |ist before each el ection
when possi bl e.

MS. JOHNSTON: \When possi bl e?

SM TH:  Yes.
JOHNSTON: But, not automatic?

» 5

SMTH. Well, the thing is, if they
don't have, if we're only mailing them they may not
have a phone nunmber, they may not have an email

address and so -- we attenpt to contact them yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696



© o0 N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
O A W N P O © 0O ~N O O b W N B O

Public Meeting May 14, 2025
State Election Board Meeting

Page 13

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay, but the general
public doesn't -- know that, | feel sure to say.
So -- it's a convenience to have that automatic
roll over, but unless you're into this whole election
system and receiving and requesting absentee
ballots, I would think that, they would assune, that
they would still get another ball ot because they
checked roll over and they were not informed when
they voted in person because their ballot did not
arrive and they so they presented to vote in person
that they're cancel ed.

Technically -- it's not a violation, but I
woul d kindly request that DeKal b County establish a
written policy of howto handle this, because many
of these people that are requesting absentee by nai
ballots are elderly, they are disabled, and to

expect themto be experts in the adm nistrati on of

absentee voting, | think is asking too much.
So, | just wanted to raise these questions
t hat perhaps -- this would be sonmething the Board

could focus on as sonething to benefit voters in the
area of absentee by mail voting. So, does anybody
el se have any questions? GCkay, M. Chair, | nmake a
notion that we dismss this case.

MR. FERVI ER: We have a nption to di sm ss.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Is there a second?

M5. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have notions dism ssing a
second. Any discussion? Hearing no discussion,

Al'l those in favor dism ssing case nunber SEB2022-
369. Signify by saying aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MS. JOHNSTON: Aye.

MR. FERVI ER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved carries 3 to 0. This sounds
| i ke an opportunity for a rule.

MS. JOHNSTON: Right, if we have the
authority to nmake a rule.

MR. FERVIER: |If we had the authority to
do sonething like that. The next item on the agenda
I s SEB2024-062. DeKalb County -- voter registration
fraud.

MS5. KING  Which?

MR. FERVI ER: " msorry, 2024-062. It's
tab 24.

M5. KOTH. Okay, |I'm Sara Koth with the
Secretary of State Investigations. Case nunber
SEB2024- 062, voter registration fraud. W received
conpl aints regarding two unrel ated DeKal b County

residents that received voter registration cards in

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
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the name of whom they were unfamliar with living at
their house. The first one, the conpl ai nant said
that she received one for Janes Cheek, who was her
husband' s cousin and according to the conpl ai nant,
he had never lived there. The investigator spoke
with Janmes and said that he had stayed there for
sone time in Georgia. He is a resident of Florida.
He never registered in Georgia to vote, but he was
wor ki ng here as a stunt double for the novies. He
said that he stayed at the DeKal b address
intermttently while working on different projects
and then he also stayed in Fayetteville for about
si x nonths, but he does live in Florida, he had
never registered.

The Director of DeKalb County provided a
screenshot of his DDS application, but it didn't
really contain any pertinent information. So, it
appears at DDS registered himto vote, he did not,
but -- the paperwork didn't show that he registered.

The second one, the conpl ai nant advice she
recei ved for Chantel Johnson (phonetic). W tried
all the information that was in Jarvis, the CGeorgia
Regi stered Voter Information System could not find
anything that was legitimate for this person and we

tried all of the other databases we have access to

Veritext Lega Solutions
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and could not find a Chantal Johnson in that area.

So, there would have been a violation if
we could have figured out if this was a real person
or not. That's why it was in the dismssal. So, if
we had found sonmeone, we would have given them OCGA
21-2-561, false registration. but we don't know if
that's a real person

MR. FERVIER: Dr. Johnston, you have sone
questi ons?

MS. JOHNSTON: Question for the
i nvestigator. M. Cheek said he'd never registered,
but in fact he had regi stered through DDS?

M5. KOTH: No -- he got a driver's
| i cense.

MS. JOHNSTON: Right.

M5. KOTH. So, it |ooks like DDS may have
registered himto vote. He never voted in Georgia.
And, so it was a DDS application that nust have put
himin there. He did not check that box.

MS. JOHNSTON: He opted out?

M5. KOTH: No, he left it blank.

MS. JOHNSTON: He left it blank. So, if
they leave it blank, then they are registering to
vote, correct?

MR. FERVI ER:  You can opt out, but you

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
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don't opt in --

M5. KOTH. Possibly if we have a |ot,

t hough, where -- people don't read that part because
it doesn't pertain to them so they really need to
maybe put it on a separate piece of paper, but that
woul d be a DDS concern. It is in the mddle of al

t hat paperwork and they just don't pay attention to
it and we get a | ot where DDS registers to people
because they're like, oh, it's blank, cool. They
wanted to do it.

MS. JOHNSTON: Yeah, correct. So, DDS
automatically registers people to vote unless they
opt out and DDS accounts for the vast majority of
voter registrations in Georgia and DDS accounts for
the vast majority of duplicate or triplicate
registrations in Georgia. | find this an
opportunity to research this and perhaps work with
the Secretary of State, who works with the
Commi ssioner of Driver Services to try to find a
solution to this chronic problemthat we have with
duplicate registrations or people that perhaps cone
up as a potential violation or an allegation of a
violation or sonme issue and they -- state that
they're not aware that they were registered to vote,

but in fact they were.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Perhaps with DDS, this needs to be, | know
-- all they want to do is get people a driver's
| icense. That's their nunmber one, two, and three
priority, is issuing driver's |icenses, but because
of NVRA, they're obligated to offer voter
regi stration through DDS, which is convenient for
nost fol ks, but it's also problematic for a | ot of
voters and certainly we see this at State El ection
Boar d.

So, | just wanted to make a point that'd
be an opportunity for inprovenent in the arena of
voter registrations. As far as Chantal Johnson, the
second conpl aint that appears to be a non-existent
person, is that correct?

MS. KOTH: Possibly, we couldn't confirm
or deny that. Couldn't find her.

MS. JOHNSTON: All right, so for DeKalb
County is M. Cheek still on the voter rolls in
DeKal b County?

M5. SMTH: | would have to check to
determ ne that. | don't know the answer right now,
but I will look into that.

MS. JOHNSTON: Yeah and is Ms. Chantel
Johnson on the voter rolls in DeKalb County?

M5. SM TH: | would have to check that as

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



© o0 N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
O A W N P O © 0O ~N O O b W N B O

Public Meeting May 14, 2025

State Election Board Meeting

Page 19

wel | .

M5. KOTH. Now, they did try to renove her
off there. According to Ms. Hutton, when the
conpl ai nant had contacted DeKal b, they attended a
Board of Registration neeting on Novenber 15th,
2019, and a notion was nmade to renove Chant al
Johnson fromthat residence and then there was
anot her neeting. The letter stated that the Board
of Registration reversed the cancellation and
mai ntai ned it, for whatever reason.

M5. SMTH: So, that was before ny tinme in
2019, but I wll check, have staff check, and can
get back with you on that.

MS. JOHNSTON: Was Ms. Chantel Johnson a
chal | enged voter? Was that part of it?

M5. KOTH. The way it reads it, | nean,
they didn't use that word. It said it was a notion
was made to renove her and then she was not, after
review ng the Board mi nutes, they discovered that
the case was reviewed and she was renoved by the
Board. However, due to a non-citizen |awsuit
agai nst DeKal b County in February of 2020, the
County Board of Voter Registration decided to
rescind the removal in other entities. So, it

| ooked Iike it was a challenge that got reversed

800.808.4958
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t hen once everyone --

MR. FERVI ER. WAs she part of a mass
renmoval ? | mean, or, yeah, we don't know --

MS. KOTH: This is due to sone |awsuit
t hat had happened before --

MS. JOHNSTON: Does DeKal b County have a
response of why she was inexplicably put back on the
voter rolls?

M5. SMTH. That was before ny arrival, so
"' m not sure of the lawsuit. |'mvaguely famliar
with a statewide |awsuit, but | don't have all of
the details of that or the actions after.

MS. JOHNSTON: Does the Registrar for
DeKal b County fromtinme to time review the voter
registration list and chall enge voters that appear
to not exist or live in other states?

M5. SMTH. Yes, there are daily Iist
mai nt enance activities that occur as well as annual
mass checks again, on the voter rolls in our office.
So, yes.

M5. JOHNSTON: COkay, does DeKal b County go
t hrough the registrar chall enge process where they
send a letter to the elector, the registrant on the
list, and have them appear to DeKalb County for a
heari ng?

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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MS. SMTH: Yes, we do follow the | aws
again around -- maintenance and that's one of them
That's one of the processes.

M5. KING When did you becone the
el ection director?

MS. SMTH: | became the director in
February of 2022.

M5. KING Ckay, | thought you were fairly
new. Yeah, |'ve heard good things about you both on
both sides, but | know there are. | had to say it
li ke that, but | do think that there are sone things
that we need to tweak a little bit, I"msure you're
hearing that now as well, so.

MS. SMTH: Yeah, absolutely.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ms. Smth has a banker's
background, so she's good with process and nunbers.
M. Chair, if there are no further questions, 1'd
i ke to make a notion.

MR. FERVI ER: Pl ease.

MS. JOHNSTON: | nove that we dismss this
case, but | would send a request that DeKal b County
reply to the State Election Board as to the status
of these two registrants on the voter |ist.

M5. SM TH:  Under st ood.

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion to dism ss

800.808.4958
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with the letter to follow up. |Is there a second?

M5. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER A notion to dismss with the
| etter to follow up, a second. Any further
di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all those in
favor, signify by saying aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MS. JOHNSTON: Aye.

MR. FERVI ER: Any opposition hearing? No
opposition, so noved. Case 2024-062 is dism ssed.
Next case is SEB2024-156, which is tab 25. Dr.
Johnston, you had sone questions on this one. All
right, we'll let himread that.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay.

MR. BRUNSON: So, this was a conpl aint
filed regarding inproper voter registration on
col l ege canmpuses. A student contacted our office
all eging that Enpory Voting Initiative operating on
Enmory University canmpus is flatly informng
applicants of the wong informtion regardi ng where
they may lawfully apply to register to vote.
Conpl ai nant reported she personally w tnessed the
group tell students that they do not need a separate
residence and mailing address and instructed

students to register solely at the on canpus nail

Veritext Lega Solutions
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room And if this is substantiated, it's a
potential violation of 21-2-217 sub A, sub 1, rules
for determning residents. Qur investigator did try
to follow up against specific information fromthis
conpl ai nant and she wasn't able to provide that.

So, it was just her allegation that this
was going on. W did check into it. Qur
I nvesti gator spoke with a representative. That's
his name is Janes Rowl and. He's the senior director
of at the Center for Civic and Conmunity Engagenent
with Enory University and what he stated was that
Enmory University provides on canpus housing for
students with an assigned nmail box with a canpus mail
room Enpory University students that do not have
mai | boxes at their residence on canpus housing
units. Additionally, students frequently change
dormroonms within the housing units as senesters
change, but their assigned mail box renmains the same.

He said that based on previ ous gui dance
given to Enory University from DeKal b County
el ections. Enpbry students are allowed to register
to vote utilizing their on canpus nail box address,
as the only students with an on canpus mail box are
t hose residing on canpus. And, then apparently they

did receive additional guidance in 2024 from DeKal b

Veritext Lega Solutions
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County, where students are using their residence
hal| address in addition to their canpus nail box.
And, then our investigator did do an audit to see,
you know, if this is happening and -- that's what we
see now with many of the individuals registered at
Enory as they're using their actual dorm room

| ocations to register.

So -- in this case, we weren't able to get
any specific individuals that we could talk to and
find out and say, okay, this individual. So that's
one of the reasons why and then they said the
gui dance they received and the way that -- was
corrected in 2024 and so it seens that now students
are registering at their dormroom | ocation,
apparently so and -- this is an issue with a | ot of
universities and col |l eges where students that stay
i n dormroonms, and sonme of it -- | nean, | hate to
beat a dead horse here, but this is going to be
somewhat of a DDS issue too, where if they're
getting a driver's |license, et cetera, and then
they're, you know, they're using, oh, hey, | live in
this, I live off canmpus, here's the address for the
university. That's what gets put on their driver's
| i cense and bam you just registered to vote al so,

SO.
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M5. KING | feel like we're continuing to
see a couple of issues. | think it's the DDS

situation obviously on the automatic and then al so
we have a | ot of these non-governnental

organi zations that are comng into states and
assisting. But, if you're going to assist, you need
to know state law. They need to know our code.

They need to nmake sure they're accurately expl aining
to people what we are doing and so when you have
several different organizations, as we saw

yest erday, organization, where we have an attorney
who doesn't know where the headquarters of the
organi zation is, we got these type of situations
occurring and then we want, now the student is in
trouble. If you were able to find this student,
then they would be in trouble for sonmething that may
not have been their fault outright.

Now, obviously we all have a duty to know
our law, but this is -- concerning the nunber of
organi zations that can just cone into our state and
start registering people to vote w thout know ng
state law. So, | do think that as a Board, there's
sonething we need to -- | ook at that as well.

MS. JOHNSTON: |Is there a representative

from Enory Voting Initiative here?

800.808.4958
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MR. FERVIER: You weren't able to identify
anybody, were you?

MR. BRUNSON: No, were not. Nobody
speci fic.

MR. FERVI ER:  Ckay.

MR. BRUNSON: And, then when she foll owed
up with the conplainant, the conpl ai nant never
responded to her. So, | don't know if because in
2024, they did actually apparently try to address
this issue, maybe because of her conplaint, mybe
she felt, you know, hey, it's taken care of, so |I'm
you know, | don't need to be contacted because our
I nvestigator did, and | pointedly asked that
gquestion, hey, did we reach back out to her to try
to see if she's got anybody specific who was given
bad information? And we -- were unable to obtain
that information.

MS. KING Does Enory, do they take
responsibility for this initiative? Do they own
this, or is this like, sonething --

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, this |ooks like this
is a part of --

MS5. KING The university --

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, the university. So,

this is not an outside group coming in. This is

Veritext Lega Solutions
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the, you know, the nanme of the voting initiative,
so.

MS. KING  Ckay.

MS5. JOHNSTON: So, M. Chairman, Enory or
this Enory Voting Initiative, and many of these
ot her TPOs seemto be woefully lacking in
i nformati on and per haps oversight. \Whether they're
i nform ng students correctly about residence address
versus the mailing address, or whether they're
i nform ng students that are fromout of state or out
of jurisdiction that when they register to vote,
they're signing an oath that they reside at that
| ocati on and along with that cones other obligations
to get a driver's license, to change their auto
I nsurance, to perhaps nake adjustnents to
schol arshi ps that they're receiving from out of
state.

It might put in jeopardy their
qualifications for a scholarship if they're no
| onger a resident of a different state and al so
these students will need to contact the voter
regi stration office for every nove they nake while
they're in college to be properly addressed at the
resi dence where they live, because it nmakes a

di fference on who they may vote for. |It's different
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for a statewi de election, but if you're talking
about a school board or city council nmenmber or sone
| ocal office, that residence does nmake a difference.

| think this is an opportunity. W have a
nunmber of rules, state election board rules that
deal with TPOs, third party organi zations. |f there
are no further questions, I'd like to nake a notion.

MR. FERVIER: | was just researching Enory
Voting Initiative here to see exactly what the
associ ation was, but please nake a notion.

MS. JOHNSTON: M. Chair, | nove that we
continue this case to provide an opportunity for our
I nvestigators to research this TPO and ot her TPOs as
far as the product of the outcome of these voter
regi strations and the qualifications and oversi ght
that are provided by these TPOs for voter
registration groups and then perhaps and then bring
this case back at that tine.

I think we need nore information. It
seenmed |ike there was |acking information fromthe
conpl ai nant and I' mnot real sure about connection
with Enory and who's responsi ble on the Enory canpus
and it seens like in the report that there was an
I ssue with what they were inform ng students and

t hen when there was the first nmention of this case,

Veritext Lega Solutions
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| guess, or investigation, the policy changed. So,
l"d like to have a little nore information about
what they have been telling students and what they
currently are inform ng students of.

MR. FERVIER. Well, the -- only part of
your nmotion | have an issue with is you TPOs are
wi de rangi ng and could be all across the state. So,
" mwondering if we want to focus on, since this
conpl aint is against Enory, focus on Enory, and have
Enory respond to it.

MS. JOHNSTON: Yes, | would like Enpry to
respond to it. But, also colleges and universities
are | ocated throughout the state. So, how we deal
with Enory | think may certainly send a nmessage or
provi de guidance to all the university systens and
col l eges that we have in Georgia as far as how to
deal with either education, training, reporting,
record keeping, oversight of their volunteers, and
their enployees and to nmake sure that they're
conpliant with Georgia election | aws.

MR. FERVIER. Well, let's, if you' re okay
with doing this, let's task our investigators with
SEB with researching the TPOs and how they register
their students for voting and then we can ask the

SOS investigators to. W'l continue this case and

Veritext Lega Solutions
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ask Enory to respond at a follow up neeting. The
Enory Voting Initiative. | nean they have a website
so we ought to be able to get in touch with
sonebody.

MR. BRUNSON: No, | nentioned the guy from
university. He's in charge --

MR. FERVIER  Yeah, so we'd like themto
come in and talk to us about what they do.

MS. JOHNSTON: It would be nice to hear
fromthem M. Row and, yes.

MR. FERVIER: Ckay, so we have a nmotion to
continue this case and requested Enory respond at a
future neeting do we have a second?

MS. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER W have notion to second.
Any di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all is in
favor of continuing this case and having a response
signify by saying aye.

MS. JOHNSTON: Aye.

M5. KING Aye, M. Chairman, on a
separate note, kind of testing this, but connected
to this, but some other things when it conmes to --

MR. FERVIER. Are we changing the notion?

MS. Kl NG No.

MR. FERVIER: Let ne finish this --

800.808.4958
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MS. KING Ckay --

MR. FERVIER:  Any dissent? Hearing no
di ssent, so noved the notion carries to continue
this case, 3 to 0. |I'msorry, continue.

M5. KING That's okay, sorry about that.
So, | have sonme questions around. You know, we've
been tal king about DDS and then there was a | ot of
conversation around the ERIC System and we're
t al ki ng about coll ege students. It's a high
probability that these students nmay be registered to
vote in other states as well, as well as here. So,
now we' re having a situation of two registrations.

And | know we, there are sone that, |ike
the ERIC System that supports half of our states.
But, | have a concern that DDS is not picking that
up. You know, there should be sonme type of
connecti on where people, when they register to go
get a driver's license, if they nake a m stake and
don't opt out of the voter registration process,
there should be sonme type of alert or sonething that
says, hey, this person's registered to vote in
anot her state. So, | just think that, | just want
to make sure I'mon record stating that this is
anot her reason why | personally think that we need

to | ook at another system outside of ERIC, because

800.808.4958
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I f the systemis not representing every single
state, then that's, nunber one, a problem

But, then nunber two, if the systemis not
working in our state because we're now issuing
driver's license and voter registrations to people
who could be registered in another state, then why
are we spending taxpayers dollars for a system
that's not working? So, | just want to make sure
"' mon record.

MR. FERVI ER: Thank you, okay.

MS. JOHNSTON: \While we're at it, 1'd

li ke --
MR. FERVIER. | can't wite fast enough.
MS. JOHNSTON: | would also like to go on

record, as we heard cases yesterday invol ving
persons that were registered to vote in two states
and claimthey did not know they had registered to
vote in a state or that they were still registered
to vote in Georgia or could cone back to Georgia
when they're no longer eligible to vote in Georgia,
but they're still registered in another state.

I think it would be prudent for the State
El ection Board to perhaps wite a letter to the
voting rights departnent, the Departnment of Justice,

expressing our concern for registrants that are
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found on nmultiple state voter registration lists and
that this, you know -- sone people say it's okay to
be registered to vote in another state as |long as
you don't vote or you don't vote twi ce. But, the
point is that we should have only eligible voters on
our active voter list and on the inactive voter

list. Those also should be eligible voters.

You're eligible and then you' re active or
you're inactive and ineligible should be over here
on sone canceled list. So, |I think it's a national
probl em al so, and | think goes beyond the State of
Georgia and | just think an informative letter to
the DQJ m ght be in order.

MR. FERVIER: Are you volunteering to
wite that letter?

MS. JOHNSTON: | will wite that letter.

MR. FERVI ER. Thank you. 1'd appreciate
getting to see it first.

MS. JOHNSTON: And, | mght showit to al
of you.

MR. FERVIER: Next itemon the agenda is
SEB2024- 177 DeKal b County, non-citizen voting. It's
tab nunber 26.

M5. KOTH. The Secretary of State's Ofice

received a |list of sone jurors that had clained to
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be non-citizens with the Georgia voter registration
system t hat have been registered to vote. So, they
had said that they were non-citizens for jury duty.
So, we got this list because they're registered
voters. So, we opened up separate cases per

all egation and on this one, M. Cain is a registered
voter and he's also born and raised in Chio. So, he
Is a citizen. The verbiage that he had used on his
paperwork was that he has renounced his decl aration
of political status to his lawful birthright,
political status of Ohioan.

MR. FERVIER: Can you say that again?

M5. KOTH: He has renounced his
decl aration of political status to his |awful
birthright, political status of Ohioan.

MR. FERVIER: | have no idea what that
means, but thank you.

MS. KOTH: He's from Chio and he was
saying that he's declared that right. So, that's
why it was in the dism ssal

MR. FERVIER: Were there any questions on
this case?

MS. JOHNSTON: | have a question. This
was for the investigator. This was picked up on a

jury summons list. |Is this correct?

800.808.4958
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M5. KOTH: It came from one of our
enpl oyees that had received the docunents whose US
citizenship was in question based on conflicting
i nformati on provided on court juror applications.

M5. JOHNSTON: On the jury application?
So, does that nean that on the jury application he
cl ai mred he was a non-citizen?

MS. KOTH: He claimed that he renounced
his declaration of political status to his |awful
birthright, political status of OChioan. That's what
flagged it. So, he had marked that he wasn't a
citizenship because he has decl ared his Ohi oan
status. Sounds |ike maybe a sovereign citizen.

MS. JOHNSTON: Sounds |i ke what?

MS. KOTH: Possibly a sovereign citizen.
So, he said he wasn't. That's what | read from
t hat, but.

MS. KING Oh, boy.

M5. KOTH. So, he wasn't on the jury
sel ection.

M5. KING |t always fascinates nme, the
peopl e that know such conplicated | aws, but don't
know basic laws. Like, that's just so fascinating.

MR. FERVIER: The Chair wll entertain a

nmotion in this case.

800.808.4958
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MS. JOHNSTON: Mdtion to dismss.

MR. FERVIER: W have notion to dism ss.
There a second?

MS. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have npotion to second.

Al those in favor signify by saying aye.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVI ER: Hearing no opposition, so
noved, this case is dism ssed. The next itemon the
agenda is, I'mgoing to do SEB2023-039 DeKal b County
resi dency and voter registration issues is tab 49.

M5. KING [It's a party out there.

MR. BRUNSON: So, this is a case that is
connected to the general election, Novenber 8th,
2022 and one of the things that we | ooked at in this
case, this is going to be another case. Like I
said, | know we're on the sane thing with a nunber
of DDS registrations. This is a case that we w ||
t ake another | ook at upon further review. There is
one violator on this case, but there's potentially

nore. There's sone people we weren't able to

identify or to track down and so |I'lIl go through the
all egations. There's actually four -- allegations
her e.
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So, the first allegation is that voters
that are in an inactive status are being returned to
an active status by sinply applying for an absentee
bal l ot. The conplainant identified a sanpling of 43
voters there were inactive on the DeKalb County
El ections voter rolls on the 8/5/2022 and 10/ 3/

2022. According, to the Jarvis system These
voters were listed. I'msorry, it was actually E-
net in 2022, still. These voters were listed

i nactive due to not responding to the voter
confirmation card set out by the DeKalb County voter
regi stration office or due to return mail fromthe
US Post office.

These voters were placed in the inactive
status described in OCGA 21-2-234 and OCGA 21-2-235,
whi ch defines the termno contact as the el ector has
not filed an updated voter registration card, has
not filed a change of nanme or address, has not
signed a petition which is required by |law to be
verified by the election superintendent of a county
or municipality.

So, basically the first conplaint fromthe
conpl ainant is saying that these individuals are
being returned to an active status by sinply

requesting an absentee ballot registration, which if
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you | ook at the code section 234, that is one of
t hose things that consists of activity that would
cause sonebody to be put back in the inactive
status. So, that the first part of that allegation
that is based on that is not sustained or that's our
recommendati on. So, any questions on the or I'Il go
to each one?

MR. FERVIER: Are there any questions on
that fromthe Board?

MS. JOHNSTON: A question. How many
regi strants or voters pertain to allegation one?

MR. BRUNSON: 43, it |ooks Ilike.

M5. JOHNSTON: 43 and your review of al
43 registrants where they were eligible, inactive
voters?

MR. BRUNSON: Pardon nme?

M5. JOHNSTON: Were all 43 registrants
eligible voters? Eligible, but inactive voters?

MR. BRUNSON: Yes, that's what it |ooks
i ke. Yes, and then the 43, they requested an
absentee ballot for the Novenber 8th, 2022 general
el ection and once the voter submtted that absentee
bal | ot application, contact was, that's considered
contact, which noved the vote fromthe inactive

status to the active status.
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MR. FERVIER: Are you wanting to continue
which allegations. Are you wanting to continue
i nvestigating?

MR. BRUNSON: So, in |ooking at allegation
nunmber two, we want to continue because there's a
nunmber of people. So -- nunber two invol ves
i ndi vidual s registered at a busi ness address.

MR. FERVIER: But there was, there was one
I ndi vi dual nanme there that we could deal w th today,
correct?

MR. BRUNSON: So, we can -- deal with that
I ndi vidual. We were able to determ ne that she
voted out of her district because the business
address that she was using does not correspond to
where we actually tracked her --

MR. FERVIER: All right -- so we'll dea
with her in a second. What about -- allegation
three and all egation four?

MR. BRUNSON: So, allegation three deals
with Agnes Scott College. So, there are sone things
that we want to clear up with that one, too, because
we weren't able to track down. So, we'll continue
t hat one.

MR. FERVI ER: Ckay.

MR. BRUNSON: And then nunmber four, we

800.808.4958
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can, we can go ahead and deal with. There's no --
MR. FERVIER. So, the allegation three
with Agnes Scott is. It sounds kind of simlar to
the Enory --
MR. BRUNSON: It is going to be simlar to

the whole one that | kind of tal ked about earlier.

MR. FERVIER. Are we going to add Agnes
Scott as a respondent then?

MR. BRUNSON: In this, the case, it's a
little different in that the Agnes Scott situation
does not --

MR. FERVIER: That's actually DeKalb
County issue, allowing themto use Agnhes Scott
address --

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah. |[It's not, | don't
think it's a third party --

MR. FERVIER: Ckay -- you want to continue
t hat one? What about nunber four --

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, we'll continue that

one.
MR. FERVI ER:  Nunmber four?
MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, and then nunber four.
Li ke | said, we can, | can go ahead and address
t hat .
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MR. FERVIER: (Okay, so you want to address
respondent nunber two and then address nunber four?

MS. JOHNSTON: | have a question about.

MR. FERVIER: Okay, Dr. Johnston has a
questi on.

MS. JOHNSTON: Question for DeKalb County,

are our only eligible voters on the inactive voter

list?

MR. FERVIER  You shoul d be on.

MS. SMTH: Yes, there they should be
eligible voters. |If they are found ineligible, then

measures are taken to ensure that they are not on
our rolls, so --

MS. JOHNSTON: So, everyone on the active
voter list and the inactive voter |list neet all the
qualifications to vote in CGeorgia, is that a true
stat enment ?

MS. SMTH: No, that's not a true
statenment. | nmean, we work with |ist maintenance
activities to ensure that everyone that's on DeKalb
County's record rolls are eligible to be on the
rolls. So to ny know edge, yes, everyone that, you
know, is on there that's on DeKalb County roles are
eligible.

M5. JOHNSTON: Ckay, so anyone that is

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



© o0 N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
O A W N P O © 0O ~N O O b W N B O

Public Meeting May 14, 2025

State Election Board Meeting

Page 42

noved from an inactive status to an active status,
DeKal b County has verified their eligibility to
vote, correct?

MS5. SMTH: Yes, to nmy -- know edge, yes.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay.

MS. KING So, M. Chair, for
clarification, we are | ooking at possibly disn ssing
al l egati on one and two --

MR. FERVI ER: No, conti nuing.

MS. KING  Sorry, one --

MR. FERVI ER: Conti nui ng one, three, and
continuing. Continuing one, portions of tw and
nunber three, hearing the individual case in nunber
two and hearing nunmber four, correct?

MR. BRUNSON: So, allegation one hearing
today, no charges in that one. Allegation two
conti nued except for Ms. Deed (phonetic) --

MR. FERVIER: | thought you told nme you
had further information you wanted to | ook into for
nunber one --

MR. BRUNSON: No --

MS. KING All right, so one in nunber

MR. BRUNSON: Nunmber two, we're going to

| ook at --
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goi ng to pull

and di scuss her case today. Nunmber three was the
Agnes Scott, so we'll |ook at that and then four

we're going to tal k about today.

MR.
VR.

be Ms. Deed and then four. Because |'ve already

tal ked about one. | know, it's confusing a little

bit.
IVS.
different |ist
MR.
MVS.
i nvol ved four
MR.
as it relates

the inactive t

a business address to vote. Three, Agnes Scott.

And t hen four
System So --
MR.

let's deal wt

or any nore questions relating to one?
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JOHNSTON:  All right.
BRUNSON: Addi tional, but then we're

Ms. Deed out of that as a respondent

FERVI ER: Ckay. All right --
BRUNSON: So, all right, so nowit'll

JOHANSTON: It is. These are four

of voters?

BRUNSON: What's that?
JOHNSTON: Allegation 1, 2, 3, and 4
different lists of voters?

BRUNSON: Yes, it was separate issues
to, so one was what | described about

o active. Two is folks registered at

is the NCOA National Change of Address
it's four different issues.
FERVIER: All right, let's all right,

h one, then -- we've heard your case

800.808.4958
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MS. Kl NG No.
MR. FERVIER: Allegation one, Dr.
Johnst on?
MS. JOHNSTON: No. So -- no one was

found that was nmoved frominactive to active as
being ineligible to vote? That was reviewed or it
was just the process of --

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, we | ooked at the
process of what -- makes it |lawful for soneone to be
noved frominactive to active and the fact that
these individuals requested that, is listed in 234.
That is one of the definitions of contact which
al l ows sonmeone to be placed --

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay --

MR. BRUNSON: In the active status from
I nactive. So based on that, we said that there's no
violation of law there for that specific allegation.

MS. JOHNSTON: There is no violation, but
there was no allegation that these were ineligible
voters?

MR. BRUNSON:  No.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay.

MR. BRUNSON: No, it was just that. That
was just the crux of her first conplaint.

M5. JOHNSTON: Ckay.

800.808.4958
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MR. FERVIER: The Chair wll entertain a
noti on.

MS. JOHNSTON: [I'll nove, dism ss.

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion to dism ss.
Is there a second?

MS. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER. W have notion dism ss on
the second. Any discussion? Hearing no discussion,
all is in favor of dism ssing signify by saying aye.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved allegation nunber one is
di sm ssed. Now |let's deal wi th nunber two.

MR. BRUNSON: Ckay, so number two, we're
going to deal with Ms. Deed, so there were four
chall enge voters that were registered at a UPS store
at 2566 Shal |l ow Road Northeast in Atlanta, CGeorgia.
Some of the voters we were not able to identify, but
we were able to identify Ms. Nancy Deed, who voted
in the Novenmber 2020 el ection.

Qur investigators spoke with her. She
stated she's a truck driver and is constantly on the
road traveling and was residing in Riverdale in

Cl ayt on County, Georgia during 2020. She cl ai ned

Veritext Lega Solutions
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that she could not recall the residential address
where she resided in Riverdale, however. But, what
she stated was she was not aware she did not
register to vote with the UPS store address since
that was her mailing address when she obtai ned her
driver's license, she stated she received a letter
from DeKal b County El ections which stated she called
and left a nessage, but never received a call back.

I nvestigator explained to Ms. Deed how to
update her residential address on the My Voter page
and sent Ms. Deed an email with the link to the My
Vot er page and now, apparently her address is
accurately reflected in Clayton County, GCeorgi a.

So, at |least we got that corrected, but
she did vote. She was one of the people we were
able to get in contact with her. She did vote out
of district because she lives in Clayton County.

She lived in Clayton County when she voted, and
she's, you know, DeKalb County, so.

M5. KING So to be clear, she forgot her
honme address, but renenbered her business address to
get a driver's |license, and then that automatically
regi stered her to vote and then it was time for her
to vote. She went to the county where she worked

and not the county where she |ives.

800.808.4958
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MR. BRUNSON: Yes, that's correct.

M5. JOHNSTON: Ckay.

MS. KING And then again, another DDS
I ssue. Now, we don't know commerci al addresses
versus residential to be able to again, reject
anyway. Okay, if they have any nore questions, but.

MR. FERVIER: | can

MS. JOHNSTON: Go ahead.

MR. BRUNSON: One of the things now with
the Jarvis systemthat makes it better than E-net is
t hat now counties can actually go in and flag
busi ness addresses. So therefore, whenever soneone
tries to do this now, at |east that could be flagged
in the system where E-net didn't have that capacity.

So, counties were kind of at a
di sadvantage with E-net because, | nmean, you got
DeKal b County. How nmany busi nesses are in DeKalb
County? | nmean, to have a county try to go through
and identify all the businesses and track and then
you have storage facilities where. Okay, yeabh,
there's an apartnent --

MS. KING Right.

MR. BRUNSON: That soneone actually may
live on it. So, now Jarvis has the process where

you can flag it and so it'll pop up. So, that nakes

Veritext Lega Solutions
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It much easier. So, you should see | ess of these
type of issues, hopefully, noving forward, you know,
as we, as we nmove forward, so --

MS. JOHNSTON: Do all 159 counties use
t hat process?

MR. BRUNSON: Jarvis. Yes.

MS. JOHNSTON: To --

MR. BRUNSON: | think that's part of the
t rai ni ng.

MS. JOHNSTON: Great, thank you.

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, so that's why it's
di ssem nated as part of the training to, you know --
there's actually a manual that kind of shows, |
bel i eve, how you can go in and do that and flag al
the different businesses in your county and so if
sonebody tries to register, that will give an
I ndi cation that, hey, this is a business address.

MR. FERVIER. Ms. Lee, were you a
conplainant for this particular for Ms. Deed? Do
you have any comments that you want to make, yes?

M5. LEE: On Ms. Deed specifically, | have
no coment, she was one of the many people in UPS
stores and or post office boxes and there's no way
to determne froma citizen's point of viewif these

peopl e actually exist because they don't live in the

Veritext Lega Solutions
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post office box, which is what they're giving for
the residence address.

MR. FERVIER: Wbuld you identify yourself
for the record, please?

MS. LEE: Gail Lee (phonetic),
conplainant. As far as the first del egations, the
people were not only had inactive status because
they had returned mail, but they were many that were
NCOA for many nonths and so OCGA 21-2-235 specifies
how i nactives can vote and all the ways that are set
out are in person at the polls and for our systemto
al | ow absentee or inactives to just request an
absentee ballot after they filed an NCOA and gone
sonewhere else. It |eaves big holes in the system

It's something that really needs to be
reviewed and that was the reason | did these
chall enges for the policies to be reviewed and
gui dance to be given to the state election offices
in the counties. Because the challenges are being
categorically denied. Just because there are
chall enges and it used to be there was a variation
of how each county was dealing with different
situations, but now it seenms to be everybody is
bei ng deni ed and guidance is really needed. That's

all | want to say at this point.

800.808.4958
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M5. KING  Thank you.

MR. FERVI ER.  Thank you, Ms. Lee, Dr.
Johnst on.

MS. JOHNSTON: So, that leads to a
question for DeKalb County. Are NCOA notifications
flagged in the Jarvis systen?

MS. SMTH: Yes, it's ny understanding
that we are aware of the NCOAs when the secretary --

M5. JOHNSTON: Flag the -- register, the
voter?

MS. SMTH: Yes, they are. They are
fl agged when.

MS. JOHNSTON: When NCOA that's permanent
or out of state or to another county is --

MS. SMTH: Al of the above.

JOHANSTON:  All of the above --
SM TH: Yes --

5 5 o

JOHNSTON: Okay and so then, M chael,
were any of these NCOA fl agged voters?

MR. BRUNSON: For allegation one, | did
not see that.

MS. JOHNSTON: O this is old election
net, right?

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, it is an E-net. [It's

not Jarvis, yes.

800.808.4958
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MS. JOHNSTON: So, currently NCOA gets
flagged in Jarvis, which should be an inprovenent.

MS. KING So, going back to allegation
two, | think you have a notion as well. | have a
notion | want to refer to the Attorney General's
Ofice.

MR. FERVIER. Are there any further
gquestions on allegation two for Ms. Deed?

M5. KING | make a notion that we refer
this case to the Attorney General's O fice.

MR. FERVIER. W have a notion to refer
Ms. Deed to the Attorney General's office. |Is there
a second?

MR. JEFFARES: Second.

MR. FERVIER W have notion to second.
Any di scussion? Hearing no further discussion, al
Is in favor of referring Ms. Deed to the AG s office
signify by saying aye.

M5. KING Aye.

MR. JEFFARES: Aye.

MR. FERVI ER.  Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition. No opposition, so noved.

MR. BRUNSON: Okay, now we'll go to
al l egati on nunber four --

MR. FERVI ER: We need to vote to conti nue

800.808.4958
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nunber three.

MR. BRUNSON: Ckay.

MR. FERVIER. The Chair will entertain a
notion on allegation three.

M5. KING | make a notion we continue
al | egation three.

MR. FERVIER. W have notion to continue
all egation three. |Is there a second?

MS. JOHNSTON: Second.

MR. FERVI ER: Any discussion? Hearing no
di scussion, all those in favor of continuing
al l egati on nunber three, signify by saying aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVI ER: Any oppositional opposition?
So noved, 3 to 0. Now, allegation nunber four.

MR. BRUNSON: The conpl ai nant al |l eges t hat
voters that have been reported by the National
Change of Address System have registered to vote in
anot her state should be renpved fromthe el ectors
list. Conplainant has identified 10 DeKal b County
voters who identified through the NCOA as having
noved to Florida and have registered with the
Florida Division of Elections.

She lists the voters names Edward Stewart

Nel son, Zenobia WIIlians, Lucretia My Drake, Sandra

800.808.4958
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Nor een, |son Wodall, Rosemary Plurza, Terry Don
Tanner, Hazel Merrill MlIntyre, Lanont Law ence |.

West, Paul L. Freeman, Robert Wayne Bl air
(phonetic).

According to E-net, as of June 30th, 2022,
nine of the 10 voters have been noved to inactive or
cancel ed status due to DeKalb County sendi ng out
confirmation notices fromthe NCOA notifications.

Vot er Lanont West is the only voter remaining with
an active status in Georgia. Ms. Keisha Smth

advi sed that her office did not receive an NCOA
notice regarding M. West. M. West was nost likely
not identified by the NCOA system because of the
name difference on his Florida's driver's license.

M. West is identified by his CGeorgia
driver's license as Lanont L. West and identified by
his Florida driver's |license as Lanont Law ence |
West. Qur investigator was able to reach M. West,
who was unfam liar that his voter registration in
Georgia did not automatically cancel when he
received his Florida's driver's |license and opted in
to register to vote in Florida. |Investigator
emailed hima link to the Georgia Secretary of State
Office voter registration cancellation or she mail ed

hima cancell ation formand he indicated that he

800.808.4958
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woul d resol ve the issue.

M. West has cancel ed his Georgia voter
regi stration and that was done, 8/4/2024.
| nvestigator Stevens spoke with the Florida Division
of El ections, which confirmed that M. West had not
voted in Florida since his voter registration was
created on May 13th, 2021, and he last voted in
Geor gi a Decenber 2020 for the runoff. So, that's it
on that.

MS. JOHNSTON: Could I get nore
i nformati on of how many are inactive and how many
are canceled? The nine of the ten?

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, nine out of ten and
then the last one right is what | read off. Now
he's done too, so all of them basically everybody
that was listed that was identified has been noved
now to inactive or himhe's just totally --

MS. JOHNSTON: So inactive, as we just
di scussed, neans that they're eligible voters. So,
I f these registrants have an NCOA and they' ve
registered in another state, then they're no |onger
eligible. So, they should not be on the inactive
list. Only eligible voters should be on the active
list. Ms. Smith, do you have information?

MR. HARREN: Thank you, this is Brent

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Harren (phonetic). | represent the DeKal b County
Board of Registration and Elections. They would
beconme ineligible if they were registered in another
state. Filing an NCOA, especially if it's a
tenporary nove, would not necessarily nake them
ineligible to vote in Georgia. But, we take action
to regularly maintain. The Board takes action to
regularly maintain the list in accordance with the
Nati onal Voter Registration Act as well as Georgia
| aw t o make sure we're doing what we need to do to
make sure the list is clean as possible. That nakes
sense.

MS. JOHNSTON: So, National Voter
Regi stration Act states in section 8 that in order
to maintain eligible voter list, there are certain
provi sions that nust be net, but the key word is
eligible. So, if a person noves to another
resi dence and registers to vote in another
jurisdiction, they are no longer eligible. They are
i neligible.

MR. HARREN: That's correct, they would be
i neligible.

MS. JOHNSTON: Right, are you saying the
sanme thi ng?

MR. HARREN: Yeah, we're saying the sane

800.808.4958
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thing. | think we're saying the same thing. |
think what I'msaying is | don't know because
don't. | have what's in this report. | don't have

all the facts to know whet her or not these fol ks

registered in another state to know whet her or not

this was a permanent nove. | don't, based on --
what's witten here, | don't have that information
to be able to say, well, these people are eligible

or ineligible.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay.

MR. FERVIER: You want to make notion?

MS5. JOHNSTON: M. Chair, | make a notion
t hat we continue allegation nunber four in order to
obtain nore information of whether these registrants
are eligible or ineligible to be on the registration
list in DeKalb County. The nine of the 10 with data
to include the NCOA information, whether it was
per manent or tenporary, and whether indeed or not
they have registered to vote in another state.

MR. FERVIER: W have npotion to continue
al l egati on nunber four, asking for the information
that was detailed by Dr. Johnston. 1Is there a
second?

M5. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have notion and a second.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Any di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all is in
favor of continuing allegation nunber four, signify
by sayi ng aye.

MS. JOHNSTON: Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved. The next case in the agenda
Is this is the |last DeKal b County case, SEB2022-106,
DeKal b County and that is tab nunber 48. The
conplainant in this case is the Secretary of State's
office, and the respondent is DeKalb County
Regi strati on El ecti ons.

M5. KOTH. This case was heard | ast year
in February and again in May. So, the questions
were specific for, like, a systens anal yst and
DeKal b County. So, | believe the Secretary of State
had responded to all those witten questions.

MR. FERVIER: Yeah, the Secretary of State
responded in witing and the Board's been provided a
copy of all the response, a hard copy and I
forwarded a soft copy to the Board on Monday.
Secretary of State responded to ne on Friday, My
9th and so the Board should have copies of their
response letters in front of you. DeKalb County's

t he respondent in this case. Does DeKalb want to
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address the conpl ai nts nmade here?

MR. HARREN: Yes, M. Chairman, again, ny
name is Brent Harren. | represent the DeKalb County
Board of Voter --

MR. FERVIER® |'m sorry. Excuse nme --

MR. HARREN:. Perfectly, perfectly fine.

MR. FERVIER G ve us a mnute here.

MS. KOTH: This was seven different
I ssues. |I'mjust going to condense them on the
findings. The first one was there was insufficient
evi dence to suggest that DeKal b County failed to
properly post notice of testing or successfully
conduct the LNA testing prior to the May 24th, 2022
el ection, that was for the posting.

Conpl ai nt two was the equipnent failed to
satisfy the LNA testing requirenments in advance of a
recount. There is sufficient evidence to suggest
that DeKalb County failed to properly conduct and
docunent LNA testing on the tabulation of scanners
prior to conducting a recount of a comm ssioner race
fromthe May 24th, 2022 el ection due to human error
during the recount, LNA testing, the recount had to
be conducted by manual hand count and then it kind
of led into three.

The hand count initiated w thout properly

800.808.4958
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following the State's |egal requirenments, which

I ncl uded securing a court order. The SEB Rule 183-
115. 03, subsection 2 stipulates that a recount shal
be conducted by manual hand count only pursuant to a
court order and two, if after testing all available
bal | ot scanners, that there are no ballot scanners
aut horized to be used in the recount.

Ms. Smith asserts that due to an error
during the LNA testing that the inpending
certification deadline, they were left with no
aut hori zed bal |l ot scanners that could be used in the
recount. This unavailability of properly certified
machi nes, led themto proceed with the nmanual hand
count pursuant to SEB Rule 183-115.032 Al. After
failing to conply with the SEB Rule 183-1-15.03,
subsection 1C, involving the LNA testing prior to
recounts and then | ed back to conplaint two.

Prior to this decision to proceed with the
manual hand count, DeKalb El ections consulted with
DeKal b County Legal Departnent and the Georgia
Secretary of State General Counsel. There was no
evidence that a court order had been obtained for
t he manual hand count. Therefore, the decision to
proceed with the manual hand count recount was based

on the in availability of unauthorized ball ot
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scanners which was a result of human error during
the LNA testing process. This appeared to be the
best option after consulting with the SGCS.

Conpl ai nt four discrepancies between the
vote totals from El ection Day and the vote totals
fromthe hand count, which included a significant
overall increase in the total number of votes cast
due to withdrawal of a candidate. Votes were
I ncorrectly sorted by the tabulator resulting in
boats being distributed incorrectly between the
candi dates. The inaccuracies were identified by
DeKal b County during the LNA process and there were
several attenpts by DeKal b Elections and the
Secretary of State and CES to correct the problem
However, it was unable to be conpletely corrected.

There is insufficient evidence that DeKalb
El ections had any role in the technical issue caused
by the withdrawn candi date. The race results were
ultimately determ ned by conducti ng a manual hand
count .

The fifth conplaint votes only declined
fromone candidate's total count and seem ngly went
to anot her candi date w t hout explanation. The
explanation for this occurrence was addressed in the

fourth conplaint, the inproper reporting of the hand
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count. Briar Vista Elenmentary and Johnson Est ates
are separate precincts but reported together. The
sane happened with Cross Keys Hi gh School and
Woodward. There is insufficient evidence to suggest
that these precincts were reported together. A
sunmary of votes cast report was obtai ned and showed
t hat each precinct was reported individually.

The | ast one, the securing of votes by the
wi t hdrawn fourth candi date, though his nane was
apparently not on the ballot, posed a risk that
multiple ballots for this race were published,

di stributed and voted on with the w thdrawn

candi date' s nane appearing on sone ballots and not
others. There is insufficient evidence to suggest
t hat DeKal b County negligently sent out or issued
digital BVMD ballots with the redrawn candi date's
nanme on it.

The candi date withdrew fromthe race after
printed ballots had already been ordered, printed,
and distribution had already begun. Efforts were
made to correct the programm ng problem prior to the
el ection. However, the problem persisted as LNA
testing continued. So, the potential violations
were for SEB Rule 183-1-15.03C recount procedure.

Do you want ne to read the questions in the response

800.808.4958
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or no?
MR. FERVI ER.  No.
MS. KING | do think because we have so
many conplaints, | wonder if we could conbine the

ones that we feel should be dism ssed and then just
kind of focus on the ones that we want to focus on.

MR. FERVIER: Go through see 1, 4, 6 and 7
had i nsufficient evidence. Do you want to talk
about those with insufficient evidence?

MS. JOHNSTON: And, then we can | just go
down the Iine.

MR. FERVI ER: Ckay, point nunber one,
then. DeKalb County failed to properly test
Dom ni on Voting System Do you want to address
t hat ?

MR. HARREN: | think what | had prepared
to say was just kind of a broader response. Again,
my nane is Brent Harren. | represent the DeKalb
County Board of Registration and Elections. 1In
tabul ati ng el ection results, the Board's nunber one
goal is to ensure accurate results of an el ection.
DeKal b county agrees with the investigators report
t hat has been presented. W would show that we made
the decision to do a hand recount of this particular

el ection, of the ballots for this election, after
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consultation with the Secretary of State's genera
counsel as well as the DeKalb County Departnent of
Law rel ated to el ection issues.

I wasn't involved in that matter, but
certainly the | aw departnent was. Since the tine of
this election in 2022, DeKalb has put in place
mul ti ple safeguards to ensure that this type of
error never happens again. There have been
repl acenent of staff nenbers that were involved in
the errors that occurred. There has been nore
oversi ght regarding |ogic and accuracy testing of
the machi nes. That includes that the deputy
director of elections has to approve of all l|ogic
and accuracy testing of the machine. So, there's
forns that have to be filled out. They have to go
all the way up to the deputy director, multiple
steps to ensure that the nmachi nes have properly been
tested and that they have passed those tests.

Since that tinme, we've had nore training
of staff menbers in the office. W have a new
training coordinator. W've hired a training
coordinator that trains staff nenmbers within the
office. We've identified training opportunities for
staff so they understand exactly what they're

supposed to be doing. Yearly, there's a week | ong
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training for all staff nmenbers of the departnent, as
well as working with counterparts in other counties
to ensure best practices and how to run the
departnent. We've redevel oped and strengthened our
standard operating procedures since this tine.
There's a new deputy director that oversees this
process.

I wll say I think Ms. King, | think you
asked Ms. Smth a few nonents ago when she took this
job and it was February 22nd of 2022, right before
this election. | can say as soneone who's worked in
Georgi a el ections since 2002 and have been a pol
wat cher in various places and understand how
el ection offices work. | haven't nmet anyone |ike
Ms. Smith who knows how to run an el ections office.
| think she's really good and | think she's done a
really good job of getting DeKalb County running and
runni ng properly.

She was put in this job right before this
el ection and again this was the third major el ection
i n Georgia where we were using this new system  So,
| just want to point that out. | think Ms. Smth,
as well as her |eadership team sets high
expectations for the staff and holds staff

accountabl e for those expectations. Since this
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time, the Board of Comm ssioners has increased
funding for staffing at the departnent and in fact,
the staff has increased for the Departnent of
Regi stration and el ections by over 50 percent since
the 2022 el ecti on.

Again, ultimately, in this particul ar
case, the county was |ooking for sonme fail safes to
make sure we had accurate election results. The
I ssues identified by the investigator were the
result of the withdrawal of a candidate fromthe
el ection. He was the second candi date on the ball ot
of four candidates, and the advice that was received
related to how to kind of fix that problem my have
resulted in additional problens. But ultimtely,
DeKal b worked with CES to try to correct that issue.
But those corrections, unfortunately, didn't fix the
problem On election night and the days foll ow ng,
it appeared that the results that were com ng off
the tabul ati ng machi nes were not accurate, and the
Board of Registration and Elections voted to conduct
the recount.

The County admits that it failed to
properly docunment LNA testing for the recount in the
race. And after it was discovered, in consultation

again with the Secretary of State's General Counsel,
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as well as the DeKalb County Law Departnent, a
deci sion by the Board was nade to do a hand recount
to ensure accurate results of the election. Due to
t he ambunt of tinme to count the ballots, the Board
was unable to neet the certification deadline, which
is the way this conplaint is titled. But
ultimately, the election was certified after
conducting the hand count on June 3rd, 2022.

You guys have already talked to Ms. Smth.
She is here to answer any specific questions about
the facts of the matter. |'m here to answer any
gquestions about the |legal issues to the extent that
you have any. | appreciate your tine and |
certainly appreciate your consideration for allow ng
us to go first this morning, so | don't m ss ny
afternoon comm tnment. Thank you.

MR. FERVIER. | imagine the Board may have
a couple of questions they want to ask about this.

MS. JOHNSTON: Coupl e of questions. Who
first reported the irregularities or that the
unexpect ed out cone?

MS. SMTH: Okay, so it's ny recollection
that the candidate reported it. Yeah, that's how I
found out about it through ny Board.

M5. JOHNSTON: Ckay, Ms. Smith, were the
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precinct tape vote totals correct?

M5. SMTH.  The precinct --

MS. JOHNSTON: The tabul ati on tapes that
cone off the scanners in the precincts. Wre those
checked agai nst the --

MS. SMTH: The initial --

MS. JOHNSTON: \What showed up on the EMS?

M5. SMTH: No, we found that they were
not because of the m salignnent.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay.

MS. SMTH: That occurred --

MS. JOHNSTON: It | ooked |ike from reading
the -- report that there were several things that
happened. M. Broussard (phonetic) dropped out the
day or the day after the. The test deck was or the
ball ot build was started. Correct?

M5. SMTH. So yes, April 12th is the date
t hat --

MS. JOHNSTON: April 12th. And, then
there was an issue with a question on the ball ot
fromone of the parties --

MS. SMTH: Parties, that's correct --

MS. JOHNSTON: Correct and then there was
a districting issue -- you had three things. What

woul d you do differently now, today, if you were
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conducting this election, know ng what happened in
20227

MS. SMTH: Quit, it really was a perfect
stormand | would say that just ask nore questions
of everyone involved. You know, | tend to ask
gquestions anyway, but I didn't know what | didn't
know. So, | do know a little nore now about the
process and | just would have asked, you know, nore
questions of our partners and staff.

MS. JOHNSTON: COkay, so logic inaccuracy
testing was started and M. Broussard dropped out.
There was an issue with the ballot build. So,
basically about the ballot build is programm ng.
And, so it be the equivalent to printing a paper
ballot. So, just imagine if you were using paper
ballots. They woul d have been ordered and printed
and M. Broussard woul d have dropped out. So, what
woul d you do? MWhat's the property thing to do in
t hat circunstance?

M5. SMTH. Again, we would rely on the
gui dance of the ballot builder CES in this case.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ri ght.

MS. SMTH: Yeah

MS. JOHNSTON: So, the Dom nion system

says it's very difficult. Once you' ve done the
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ball ot build, you either have to go all the way back
to beginning and start all over with ballot build,
or the patchwork or reprogranm ng that apparently
occurred was the first domno to fall, which ended
up conpoundi ng anot her patch, another attenpt to
solve the problemis what this appears to be and
then CES inadvertently gave you the advice that --
you could use the disable feature in Dom nion that
woul d just not count votes for a candi date.

Correct?

MS. SMTH: That's correct.

MS. JOHNSTON: Correct. And, so the BMDs
were not conpletely reprogrammed. Logic and
accuracy testing was not done on every single
machi ne. Correct?

M5. SMTH: Logic and accuracy testing was
done on every nmachi ne.

M5. JOHNSTON: On every machi ne?

MS. SMTH: Yes, we -- tested every
machi ne, but there were different projects. You
know, there was a second project that was introduced
in a two hour election due to redistricting and so
that occurred after the start of advanced voti ng.
And, so there were additional scanners that had to

go out to certain locations, you know, that were
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tested, so throughout the process, yes, all of the
machi nes were tested but -- there were a |ot of
di fferent nuances taking place sinultaneously.

MS. JOHNSTON: But, the report suggests
that there were still errors seen when. \When the
machi nes were tested. M. Broussard was show ng up
on sone of the machines, on sone of the ballots.

MS. SMTH: And, we notified CES of that
during logic and accuracy testing.

MS. JOHNSTON: And, so nore steps were
taken to try to correct that and the disable feature
was used and so -- sone votes were counted for a
candi date and not for another or, you know, position
on the ballot had that conmpounding error effect.
And, then when it canme down to the -- final vote
totals, a certain vote nunber came out on election
day that was very different than the. | see three
dates here. | pulled all these off of the DeKalb
County. Thank you, you do great with reports. But,
there were three dates. One was reported on My
24th -- which is election day. There was anot her
count on June 1st. |'mnot sure what occurred on
June 1st, and then there was a recount on June 3rd.

M5. SMTH  Yes, okay. So, June 24th, of

course, was the inaccurate machi ne count. So, that
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was the night of the el ection when the votes were
m sal i gni ng and June 1st woul d have been the

unof ficial hand count for the first hand count that
was recorded and June 3rd is actually when the
certification took place. So -- those are the
official and final --

MS. JOHNSTON: The final count. Was the
final count, final and official count, the hand
count ?

SM TH:  Yes.
JOHNSTON:  Ckay.

5 5 O

SMTH: |t was.

MS. JOHNSTON: Because the June 1st
nunmbers don't match the June 3rd nunbers.

M5. SMTH: Yes, that -- was the first
hand count. That was our first attenpt --

MS. JOHNSTON: At a second hand count.

M5. SMTH: It was a continued. Yes, so
that the final nunmbers were what -- after we also
I npl enmented additional steps to ensure so we had a
spreadsheet that we were entering the batches that
were reported as being counted. So, other fai
safes that were in place before presenting it to
them the Board for certification.

MS. JOHNSTON: COkay, just, the nunbers
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vary significantly. But, so that June 1st count,
there's a variation of about 500 votes and then the
June 3rd count, there's a one candi date, Ms. Spears,
she bunps up 37, alnost 3,800 votes and M. Orson
drops down about 1,100 votes, and Al exander gains
500 votes. M. Broussard doesn't show on, well, he
shows a few votes still and then there's a |arge
category of no vote, and it's 2,779 no votes. Can
you explain to me what no votes are?

MS. SMTH: Yes and | believe | want to
just address your nunbers that you nentioned. You
may be capturing the election day only counting
group and sone of those and so on page five of the
report that was posted on our DeKalb County website,
t hat machine count on May 24th was el ection day
only. So, it doesn't capture absentee ballot.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay.

MS. SMTH: Absentee, in person and as far
as no votes, so of course you have a |large ballot.
And so, you know, an elector may conme in and vote
for two of the contests and not all of the contest.
So, a no vote neans that they didn't select, you
know, answer or a candidate for that particul ar
cont est .

M5. JOHNSTON: Do you have detail about
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what -- no votes were |ike? No vote is sonebody
that just didn't vote at all? O is a ballot with
no actually a blank ballot versus a no vote is a
doubl e vote? Does that show up as a no vote?

M5. SMTH: We have a ballot review
commttee that determines if there's a double vote.
You know, the intent determ nes the intent of that
i ndi vi dual voter. So a no vote, in ny
understanding, is that there's no vote at all.

MS. JOHNSTON: Okay, or the scanner cannot
read an absentee ballot?

M5. SM TH:  Yes.

M5. JOHNSTON: Does that show up as a no
vot e?

MS. SMTH: Wich woul d then be
adj udi cated. Which would then be, you know, so --

MS. JOHNSTON: AIl -- 2,677 no votes were
reviewed? |s that correct?

M5. SMTH: Yes, they were revi ewed.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay, this is from DeKalb
County. | see Election Day and the totals for
El ection day for the three candi dates were -- 12,639
and for the June 1st count, which is 10 days or a
week later, the total count is 15,000. So, 12,000

to 15,000 and then there's a | arge nunber of no
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votes, and then the final count cones out to 18, 647.
So, those are pretty large nunbers. |s there an
expl anation for why the total count is so nuch
greater than the election day count?

MS. SMTH: Yes -- well, the trend for
Georgia, including DeKalb, is that there is an
i ncrease in absentee in person voting and so you
woul d not capture those that went in person early
voting on Election day.

MS. JOHNSTON: | have the categories for
el ecti on day, advance, in person, absentee and
provisional. So, that's -- what |'m |l ooking at are
the totals for all categories.

MS. SMTH: Could you repeat the question
t hen?

MS. JOHNSTON: | have all categories of
votes, and there's a significant difference between
el ection day of 12,000 to a recount of 15,000 to a
final count of 18, 000.

M5. SMTH: Can you get. Are you | ooking
at the report? Which page are you?

MS. JOHNSTON: It doesn't have a page
nunmber on it.

MR. HARREN: Could we see that what you're

| ooki ng at?
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MS. SMTH: So, Board Menber Johnston,
what you have is fromthe first project. So, there
were two databases, 1 and 2. So, if you add those
two on the report together, you'll get the total.

MS5. JOHNSTON: Ckay, so, question about
di sabling feature. Who just uses the disable? Who
puts that in on the Dom nion machines? Who triggers
a disable feature so that votes are not counted for
a candi dat e?

MS. SMTH: | believe that we, in
col | aboration with CES, disabled them on our end.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay, so, does the
Secretary of State. Are they infornmed that disabled
features been triggered or is somebody notified?

MS. SMTH: Yes, and we wouldn't do it
wi t hout guidance fromthe Secretary of State's
of fice and their CES area.

MS. JOHNSTON:. Probably the adm nistrator
of your Doni nion voting system knows how to do that?
It's part of the --

M5. SMTH: That's correct.

MS. JOHNSTON: Project setup.

M5. SM TH:  Yes.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay, is it required that

you notify the Secretary of State when a di sabl ed
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feature is used?

M5. SMTH. It's our practice to receive
that information fromthem before disabling. W
woul d not do that on our own.

M5. JOHNSTON: Ckay, in the code 21-2-322
it states that the qualifications of voting
equi pment i ncludes in nunber 16 in particul ar that
the. The voting system or machine shall count each
and every vote of each candi date using the disabling
feature is counter to that code?

MR. HARREN: \What was that subsection
agai n?

MS. JOHNSTON: It's -- 21-2-322.16. So,
my question is it's a rhetorical question. | wonder
how we have a voting systemthat can be set to not
count each and every vote for a candi date.

MR. HARREN: |If | could respond to that
briefly, | believe that the disabling feature wasn't
on the counting machine, right it was in the
reporting system when the results were upl oaded.

And -- that's where we woul d disable the count. You
asked earlier kind of what would be done
differently. | think the best practice when soneone
withdraws is to post a notice at each voting pl ace

that says if you vote for this candi date, the votes
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are not going to count. Right, not try to take that
candi date's name off the ballot. | think that woul d
be the best practice, especially in this particular
case where absentee ballots had al ready been
printed. So M. Broussard' s nane was already going
to be on the absentee ballot. So, there are going
to be people who are voting for M. Broussard on a
paper ball ot and when that's put through the machine
to count, it's going to count that ballot and that's
going to be zeroed out because he's not in the race
anynore.

But, the best practice would be not to
mess with what's on those touch screens and | eave it
al one and just post the notice. And, | think that
"' m not m staken, that may have been done in the
presidential races |ast time when sone people got
disqualified, if I'"mnot m staken. So, | think that
i s what happened in this past el ection.

MS. JOHNSTON: | really wanted to nake a
poi nt about the disabling feature, which I find very
concerning to have a feature of a voting systemthat
cannot count votes because when you upl oad those
menory cards, you're counting the votes.

MR. HARREN: Yeah and | will say we would

not. DeKalb County would not do that on its own.
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That -- was a recomendati on given to the County by
the Secretary of State. It wasn't sonething we cane
up with. It was sonething that we were told to do
to try to fix that problem

MS. JOHNSTON: Correct and you're exactly
right. The code says if the ballots have been
printed, if you have tine to reprint the ballots
correctly, then you certainly are authorized to do
that. The Supervisor of Elections is authorized to
do that. However, if there's not tinme, which is
actually ballot build, once you've gotten your
bal ot build done and you really -- Secretary of
State did not want to go back and redo the whole
ballot bill. | knowy"' all didn't either, because
there's a ot of back and forth that goes on there.

Then the proper thing to do is to sinply
post a prom nent sign at every voting |location, at
every voting booth that if you vote for this person,
it will not count and that's the proper notice for a
situation like this and you're correct. Right, so
' mready to nove al ong.

MR. FERVIER: Do you have any further
gquestions of anybody in the audi ence?

MS. JOHNSTON: There was a request by M.

Favorito to address this situation. If there's
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sonething to present that hasn't been presented
before or discussed before.

MR. FAVORITO. | just have one question.
"' m | ooking at the DeKalb election materials from
docunents this race, which |I've submtted to you,
and | just wasn't clear on page 12, it shows that
the original count had 14,063 total votes cancel ed
t he candi dates and on the recount actually found
that there were 15,868 votes actually counted.

So, | don't think we've ever really quite
understood fromthe Secretary of State's office why
the 1,805 votes were never counted and | think that
has to do. We would just like to get an answer to

t hat question. As a result of everything that we

have subm tted previously, | think that's the only
unanswered question that's left. |I'mnot sure if we
can answer that today. But, the concern is -- that

m ght, be related to the QR code signature rejection
m smatch error that has been prevalent in Georgia so
t hank you for asking questions.

MR. FERVIER: No further questions? Let's
deal with these conplaints one by one. Then
conpl ai nt nunmber one failed to find sufficient
evidence. Chair would entertain a notion on

conpl ai nt nunber one.
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M5. JOHANSTON: M. Chair, | would like to
make a notion to that there is a violation of 21-2-
374 proper testing and Rule 183-1-12.08 |ogic and
accuracy testing to send a letter of instruction to
DeKal b County.

MR. FERVIER: The notion is send her an
LO to DeKalb County related to conpl ai nt nunber
one. |Is there a second?

M5. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER. W have a notion and a
second to send LO to conplaint nunmber one. Any
di scussion? Hearing no further discussion, al
those in favor, signify by saying aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, the notion carries 3 to 0. Conpl aint
nunber two deals with going to -- |logic and accuracy
testing requirenments in advance of a recount. We
found sufficient evidence to suggest DeKal b County
failed to properly conduct and docunent LNA testing
on the tabul ati on scanners. The chair entertain a
notion on that. Any questions or coments? |f not,
the Chair would entertain a notion on conpl ai nt
nunmber two.

M5. JOHNSTON: M. Chair, the equipnent
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did fail to satisfy logic and accuracy testing and
DeKal b County acted in accordance with that
procedure. 1'd recomrend that we dism ss conpl ai nt
nunber two.

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion to dism ss
conpl ai nt nunmber two. 1Is there a second?

MS. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion and a
second. Any discussion? All those in favor of
di sm ssing conpl aint nunber two, signify by saying
aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVI ER.  Any opposition? Hearing,
no opposition, so noved. Conplaint nunber three
deals with the hand recount being initiated w thout
properly notifying or following the State's | egal
requi renments, which included securing a court order.
Any di scussi on on conpl aint nunmber three? Any
guestions?

MS. JOHNSTON: The issue with conpl aint
nunber three is that the equipnent did fail the
| ogi ¢ and accuracy testing before a recount. The
100 ballots, |I believe, correct me if I'"mwong, but
they were tested and found to not be adequately

producing the right results and according to the
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code, that is an appropriate step to take is to
proceed with a hand count because the machi nes are
not counting correctly. So, | would recomend a
di sm ssal of conplaint nunmber three.

MR. FERVIER:. W have a notion to dismss
conpl ai nt nunmber three is there a second?

MS. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion to second.
Any di scussion? Hearing, no discussion all those in
favor of dism ssing conplaint number 365 by saying
aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVI ER.  Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved. Conplaint nunmber four deals
wi th di screpanci es between vote totals from el ection
day and the vote totals fromthe hand count which
I ncl uded a overall increase until nunber of votes
cast. There's insufficient evidence found by the
i nvestigators that DeKal b El ections had any role in
techni cal issue caused by the w thdrawn candi dates.
Any questions or discussion fromthe Board on
conpl ai nt nunber four?

MS. JOHNSTON: My issue with conplaint
nunmber four is the conpl aint nunber four results

froma cascading effect of an initial problemthat

800.808.4958
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was for whatever reason, not corrected and even

t hough the problem persisted, continued efforts to
correct the problem only conpounded the

di screpanci es and the outconme. So, | would
reconmend a letter of reprimand with conpl ai nt
nunber four.

MR. FERVIER: Yeah, | certainly support
that given the. That's kind of the genesis of the
whol e i ssue to begin with, we have a recommendati on
i ssue a letter of reprimand in conplaint nunber
four. 1s there a second?

MS5. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion to second.
Any further discussion? Hearing no discussion, al
is in favor of issuing a letter of reprimnd on
conpl ai nt nunmber four, signify by saying aye.

MS. JOHNSTON: Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved a letter of reprimnd be issued
on conpl ai nt nunber four. Conplaint nunmber five
votes only declined from one cast total vote and
simlarly went to another w thout explanation this
was point five was related to conplaint nunber four

which had to deal with the initial problem Does
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the Board wish to take any action on conpl ai nt
nunber five?

MS. JOHNSTON: Simlarly, letter of

reprimand is so nmuch a part of conplaint nunber four

that | would recommend a |etter of reprimnd.

MR. FERVI ER: We have a nobtion to i ssue a

| etter of recomrend on conpliant nunber five. Is
there a second?

MS. KING Yes.

MR. FERVIER: There's a second. Any
di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all is in favor
of issuing a letter reprimand on conpliant nunber
five. Signify by saying yes.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Aye, Any dissension?
Hearing no di ssension, so noved, a letter of
reprimand will be issued on conpl aint nunber five.

Conpl ai nt nunber six deals with the inproper

reporting of the hand count. Briar Vista Elenmentary

and Johnson Estates were separate precincts that
reported together. Sane happened with Cross Keys

and Woodwar d. There's insufficient evidence to

suggest these were reported together. Sunmmary votes

cast reported that each precinct was reported

Veritext Lega Solutions
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i ndi vidual ly. There's insufficient evidence on this
one by sonme of the investigators. |Is there a
comments or questions fromthe Board on this
conpl ai nt nunmber six? Chair will entertain a notion
on that.

MS. JOHNSTON: M. Chair, | nove to
di sm ss nunber six.

MR. FERVIER: We have a notion to dism ss.
Conpl ai nt nunber six. |Is there a second?

MS. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER. W have a notion to second.
Any di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all those in
favor of dism ssing conplaint nunber six signify by
sayi ng aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved 3 to 0. Conpl aint nunber seven
deals with securing the votes of by a w thdrawn
fourth candi date. There was insufficient evidence
to suggest that DeKalb County negligently sent out
or issued digital BVMD ballots with the w thdrawn
candi date's nanme of it. The candidate withdrew from
the race after printed ballots had already been
ordered, printed and distributed had al ready begun.

s there any questions or discussion concerning

800.808.4958
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conpl ai nt nunmber seven? Board will entertain a
noti on on nunber seven.
MS. JOHNSTON: M. Chair, | nove we refer

conpl ai nt nunmber seven to the Attorney GCeneral

MR. FERVI ER: \What is your reasoning
behi nd that?

MS. JOHNSTON: The nunber of mni ssteps that
occurred that resulted in conplaint nunber seven are
significant and if it weren't for the reporting by
t he candi date herself that the vote outcomes were
not correct, | hope sonebody el se woul d have
noticed. But, it was a significant -- problemthat
resulted in significant delay and tabul ating and
counting the votes and certification of the
election. | think the -- office did the correct
thing by noving to the hand count and | guess if
there's ever a reason to delay certification, this
is one of those, but the nmultiple errors that
occurred in this -- contest, in this election,
think are sufficient to refer to the Attorney
Gener al .

MR. FERVIER:. |I'ma little confused. This
conpl aint deals with a nanme being on the ball ot
after he wthdrew fromthe race. The ballots were

already printed and sent and then he withdrew. So,

Veritext Lega Solutions
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so I'mtrying to connect that to a --

M5. JOHANSTON: Correct. It's the --

m stake, the correction mstakes that resulted in
i ncorrect vote counting and el ection results.

M5. KING  So, you're saying because this,
this issue is connected to all the other issues or
the other issues, I'"'msorry, are connected to this
one. So -- you're saying DeKalb County m stakes
caused this to be a problemand that's why we're
sending it to the Attorney General ?

MS. JOHNSTON: Yes, | nean it's -- the
totality of the case is that there were -- errors in
districting, there's errors in ballot proofing,
there were errors in correcting a ballot before
voting would actually voting had al ready started.

It was maybe sonme advice that, you know, to correct
the problem It would have been very easy to have
just posted notices at all the polling sites.

But the effort, and maybe it was | ack of
experience or sone reason to account for this, but
It resulted in a lot of angst for a particul ar
candi date. There are actually a nunmber of
candi dates that were running for office and | think
the totality of the -- issues here suggests that

this should be considered by the Attorney Ceneral.

800.808.4958
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MR. FERVIER: Yeah, ny only thing is that
this particular conplaint to ne deals with this
candi date nanme being on the ball ot when and he
wi t hdrew afterwards and so when proper ballots were
sent out, had already been sent out where he had
withdrawn fromthe contest and they didn't properly
notify voters, | guess, in the precincts that and I
agree with you on totality of everything else. |I'm
not sure the totality ends up in this one conplaint,
t hough. |'m not nmaking that connection. How the --

MS. KING Yeah, that's been my concern is
that we send this one conplaint that the Attorney
General is going to dismss it and just kind of nove
on because it's clearly. | wonder if there was a
better way to handle that. | just don't know if
this one conplaint is going to trigger their
t houghts and |l ook at the totality of the issues.

Maybe we can send a letter or something to
t hem expl ai ni ng that we think that, you know, this
shoul d be | ooked into, but I also am considering the
fact that Ms. Smth -- she was very, very new at
that tinme, and | wonder how far back she will be
able to go as far as looking into this as well, but
ny specific concern is that -- one conplaint would

not trigger the thought or the process to | ook into
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t he whol e issue.

MR. FERVIER Ms. Smith, you have sone
comments you want to nmeke?

MS. SMTH:  Yes, thank you. | just want
to just state that although the candi date brought it
to our attention first, you know, right after the
polls closed, we would have caught this through
during our very rigorous internal auditing process
whi ch takes place after each election and so that is
a process of reconciling our records with the
voters, the ballots cast, and the election results.
So, we have that very short time period in between
el ection and certification that we work around the
clock to reconcile and so | am sure that we woul d
have caught the error.

MS. KING Dr. Jan, would you be open to
sending a letter of reprimand that outlines all of
t hese i ssues and asking that they provide us an
update that they' ve been rectified, their process?

MS. JOHNSTON: |'ll consider that.

M5. KING So, I'll make a notion that

MR. FERVI ER: She made a notion. Do you
want to w thdraw your notion?

M5. JOHNSTON: 1"l w thdraw ny notion.

800.808.4958
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MR. FERVI ER:  Ckay.

M5. KING And, | nmake a notion that we
send a letter of reprimand that just outlines the
totality of the issue and what we believe will help
rectify the issue and then if you could just report
back to us that these issues have been secured.

MR. FERVIER. W have a notion to issue a
| etter reprimnded that outlines the totality of the
I ssues involved with this, all these conplaints. 1Is
there a second?

MS. JOHNSTON: Second.

MR. FERVIER. W have nption to second.
Any further discussion? AlIl those in favor of
sending that letter of reprimand signify by saying
aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MS. JOHNSTON: Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved. That conpletes --

MS5. JOHNSTON: M. Chair.

MR. FERVIER: Yes ma' am

MS. JOHNSTON: To finalize this, | would
request a letter be sent to the Secretary of State
expressi ng ny concern and or hopefully our concern
I n question about the Dom nion voting systemthat

Veritext Legal Solutions
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has a feature that can disable votes given to a
particul ar candi date or actually contest that --
seens to be in conflict with Georgia's statute that
says any voting system should count each and every
vote of each candi date.

MR. FERVIER: Dr. Johnston, if you would
wite that letter and give it to the Board for
review, |I'd be happy to. You're the one that has
t he nost know edge of that, so | would. 1'd be
happy to help you with that or assist with it if
you'd just do that.

MR. HARREN:. Thank you again for
acconmodating nme for this afternoon. | really
appreciate it.

MR. FERVI ER: Thank you.

MR. HARREN:. Thank you, we have ot her
cases. My we be excused?

MR. FERVIER: Oh, absolutely.

MR. HARREN: Thank you.

MR. FERVI ER. We've had enough of you.

MR. HARREN:. Fair enough.

MR. FERVIER. M. Gasaway (phonetic),
we're going to hear your case next, but we're going
to take a short confort break unless you want ne to

run out of the roomscreamng in the mddle of it.
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Chair will entertain a notion for a five mnute
br eak.

JOHNSTON: So npve.

FERVI ER: Get a second?

» 3 O

KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER: The votes unani nous, five
m nut es, please, just a real quick break

(Recess taken)

MR. FERVIER: Ckay, and that is tab nunber
36, 2018-104. Hang on a second, okay.

MS. KOTH. This case was heard a couple.
"' m not sure exactly when | have it witten in here,
but it was a couple years ago and the Board had
want ed. The County wasn't |isted as a respondent
and the people were and so they were cited. They
were sanctioned and they wanted to add that it was
conti nued because they wanted to have the counties
added. So, they were and it was re-presented, |
t hi nk Oct ober 24th and then the Board heard fromthe
conpl ai nant and wi shed to review sone investigative
reports and findings. That was an i ndependent
i nvestigation into the matter. | don't think there
was any nore questions on our report. It was the
conpl ai nant that had gotten up, but we had

viol ati ons for Habersham County Board of Registrars
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for the two allegations 21-2-218 for the two
di fferent people. Laurel Ellison and, oh, no, that
was the two. Yeah, we already took the peopl e out
of that original report. So, it's just for those
two cases, the two people.

MR. FERVIER: So, the first three
allegations 1, 2, and 3, all three of those
i ndi vi dual s were convicted, correct?

M5. KOTH: Convicted? | don't know.

MR. FERVIER. Well, they were -- found
guilty. How about that?

MS. KOTH. Yeah, they were --

MR. FERVIER: Found guilty of voted
illegally. That's conviction to mne.

M5. KOTH. For allegation two and three,
t hey wanted. The previous Board wanted the County
cited for those two.

MR. FERVIER. Right, so we don't need to
deal with those individuals. This was all about.

M5. KOTH. [It's just the County.

MR. FERVI ER: County, yeah. You want to
read those all egations out against the County?

MS. KOTH. The two all egations were the
one voter was found by the Superior Court to have

voted illegally due to her having noved to a

800.808.4958
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resi dence outside of House District 28 while voting
In the May 22, 2018, general primary. She had
presented to Habersham poll workers her driver's

| i cense di splaying her new address, and had witten
her new address upon the voter certificate.

She repeated the sane action during the
general election of Novenber 6th, 2018, and duri ng
the special primary of Decenber 4th, 2018. Ms.
Franklin had believed she had fulfilled her
obligation of inform ng elections personnel of her
change of address.

And, then the third one, Patricia Bauer,
was found by the Superior Court to have voted
illegally due to her having noved to a residence
out side of House District 28 while voting in the My
22nd, 2018, general primary. She had presented to
Haber sham pol | worker her driver's license,

di spl ayi ng that new address and had witten her new
address upon the voter certificate. She believed
she had fulfilled her obligation of informng

el ecti ons personnel of her change of address.

So, those were both the two and then the
previ ous Board had wanted the County cited as well
for allowng that. So, the violations were for 21-

2-218 for the two people for the sane situation
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times two. But it was, they failed to correct the
voter registration address for Constance Franklin
and Patricia Bauer.

MR. FERVIER: M. Gasaway, Yyou the
conplainant in this, do you want to speak before or
after the respondent?

MR. GASAWAY: Thank you, M. Chairman. |
think that it'd be appropriate to speak now and sort
of reconfirmmnmy assertion. There's never been an
appropriate investigation done of this case. There
are 80 violations in this case, 8-0, we have
violations by multiple counties in this case.
There's never been a proper investigation done by
anybody except ny teamand | don't feel like it's
fair to and I know this is an old case, but | want
to reassert the fact and I'll speak today about sone
specifics because we've got sone federal violations
as part of this case now, because there was never an
i nvesti gati on done.

Now we have federal electors being
assigned to the wong congressional district. It
wasn't a congressi onal boundary when this was going
on, but now it is a congressional boundary because
of the 2023 redistricting, because of neglect and

l"mnot trying to be critical, but if ny team can
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find 80 violations and they only find four,
sonmething's wong and now that it's norphed into a
federal violation, we have at |east 100 el ectors
associated with this case that are now voting in the
wrong United States Congressional District.

So, | nean, |'m hearing what they're
saying. She's not said anything that's not w ong.
| think if she explained Ms. Bowers voting history
nore clearly to the Board, an agreenent to sanction
Haber sham County woul d be unani nous. So, they've
not been clear in how they're explaining the
specific voter history of Ms. Bauer. Also how Ms.
Bauer was involved in the first case.

The reason we're here on this case. One
of the primary reasons we are here on this case.
Ms. Bauer was identified in ny first court case.
This is connected to ny second court case. M.
Bauer was ordered not to vote in the first court
case, and Habersham County | et her vote again
illegally, with me and the President, the Chairnman
of the Habersham County Republican Party sayi ng, you
can't do this. M. Ellison counted her vote again.
That shoul d have been told to this Board.

If they had done an appropriate

I nvestigation, you would have heard that

Veritext Lega Solutions
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i nformation, and | believe it would informyour
position on whether to cite or possibly sanction
Haber sham County. They changed the outcome of an
el ection. This needs to be given nore attention
t han what you're getting fromthe Secretary of
State. But, this has becone a bi gger case now
because of their neglect. W have federal

viol ations, which that's really why I"mhere to talk
to you about today, is we have a | ot of electors
that are now voting in the wong United States
Congressional district, which is a federal crine.

So, that's what | want to share with y'

all, nore than this. But, | want to make sure y'

all understand you are being. | don't know if you
call it a sin of omssion. They are not telling you
the whole story for whatever reason. | shared maybe
too bluntly last tinme, what | believe happened, but
all I know for sure is there are undoubtedly 80

vi ol ations of the Georgia election law in this case,
and | can prove it every day the sun conmes up in the
State of CGeorgia, so | will take your direction.

What |"'mreally here today to talk to you
about is a bigger problemthat is now existing
because they didn't handle this case properly in

Secretary State's O fice.
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MR. FERVIER: Wich is the federal |awsuit
you're tal king about?

MR. GASAVWAY: Well, which is, | hope we
can find a way to resolve this because Statew de we
have 20 to 30,000 federal electors voting in the
wrong United States Congressional district. [|I'm
here today to show you sonme of them as conpared to
this case, as it relates to this case. But, that is
sonet hi ng we've got to take seriously. That is a
federal crinme and if we could find a Federal Judge
that could order the Secretary of State to force the
counties to follow the |aw of Georgia, | don't know
what the renedy is a federal |awsuit obviously, is
t he worst case scenario.

| have to spend another $100,000 to get a
Federal Judge to order Brad Raffensperger's office
to follow state and federal |law.  Think how, how far
down we're follow ng when that has to happen. But,
|'"'m here today to because this case is up. |If this
case had been handl ed properly by appropriate
I nvestigators, we wouldn't probably be here because
this issue that I'mthe serious federal issue would
have been brought to the surface nuch sooner. And,
and if I'"'mtalking in circles, I"'msorry, and ||

answer any questions | will again, |I know nmy friend,

800.808.4958
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the Denocrat Party appointee the State Election
Board was interested in citing Habersham County in
this case. |If you | ook at what happened with Ms.
Bauer in this case, because this, she's on both
cases, Ms. Bauer's, on the previous lawsuit that |ed
to this lawsuit, they let her vote twice or three
times illegally and she checked -- her voter

regi strati on noved, her voter certificate changed
back and forth.

There's all kinds of stuff, so much worse
than anything |I've heard in the |last two days down
here with y' all that's gone on in this case and
you're not hearing it for sone reason, you're not
hearing the details of this case and |'ve al ways
asserted it's because there's been no investigation.

MR. FERVIER: Well, | can say we can only
deal with what's before us today, which is these two
all egations that we'll deal with today. | think

made the same comment to you last tinme at the |ast

meeti ng when you delivered all evidence. |'m
wlling to sit down with you and go through
everything you have. |f you want to have a neeting
with me, I"'mwlling to do that.

MR, GASAWAY: Ckay, well, | have sent it,
|'"ve sent sort of the gist. Now, what | want to

Veritext Lega Solutions
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share with you is this, okay. So, there was three
voters in this case --

MR. FERVIER: Well, I -- don't disagree
with you, but I, you know, instead of hashing that
out, I would rather you and I sit down and you go
through it with ne line by line where |I can
understand it.

MR. GASAWAY: Yeah.

MR. FERVIER: And, and see all that and
t hen we can deci de whether or not this Board needs
to. If we, if this Board has any jurisdiction on
any of that.

MR. GASAVWAY: Let ne give you one nugget,
okay, and 1'll stop. So, there are three voters
t hat shoul d have been part of this case, that are
Banks County voters that are not part of this case,
t hat the Banks County Board of Comm ssioners | ast
ni ght passed a map sayi ng those three voters don't
live in the county and one of themis the Sheriff of
Banks County.

MR. FERVIER: [I'mfamliar with that.

MR. GASAWAY: Ckay, they passed a
resol ution |last night that he does not, he doesn't
live in the County. So, not only did they defraud

the court in this case we're tal king about here, the
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county governnment defrauded the court, you know,
perjured thensel ves. That boundary line is now a
federal boundary. So, those three voters should be
assigned to Congressional District 10. Yet they're
still saying they can vote in Congressional District
9. It's a big problem It's a statew de problem
It would have been fixed if this case had been
handl ed properly.

So, I wll work with anybody. Your
i nvestigators and | offered that in October. Now, |
did not know at the tinme that the Banks County
governnent and the Franklin County governnment have
worked with the -- and | hope ny Secretary of State
friends will listen to this. The Banks County
governnent, the Franklin County governnent and the
Georgi a Mountai n Regi onal Conm ssion have now wor ked
to defraud the United States Census Bureau in order
to falsify a federal election boundary and |I have
all the FOA information | got | ate Monday that
shows the paper trail of all this.

So, now we've got two counties in the
State of Georgia working to fabricate a federa
el ection boundary, which is a federal crine. That's
all part of this case that needs to be, I work with

anybody. The Attorney General's Ofice. Blair

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696



© o0 N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
O A W N P O © 0O ~N O O b W N B O

Public Meeting May 14, 2025

State Election Board Meeting

Page 102

McGowan (phonetic) in the Attorney General's Ofice
knows everything about this. M and two of ny
expensive lawers nmet with her two years ago, and

t hey' ve done not hing, zero, Brad Raffensperger's

of fice has known about this for six years.

So, | don't see any hope except a federal
judge at this point. But, |I can prove to you al
this. Banks County is now confessing to the crine.
| don't know if Franklin County is going to confess
to the crinme or not, but we have a lawin this state
and it's not being followed at all by any of these
counties. | could give you all kind of cites. It
doesn't matter because, you know, and | want this
last thing I'Il say.

| promse you this is the last thing I'm
going to say. So, we just had a case in DeKalb
County where the legislature drew statutory county
conm ssion districts. Are y' all famliar with that
case? And it was challenged to, basically, it
appears to ne, push out a specific county
comm ssi oner in Cobb County, the courts ruled
correctly the legislature, statutory districts,
statutory boundaries are the law. Okay, we al
shoul d agree that's the law. In this case the

statutory boundaries aren't being respected at all.
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So, for every one of y'all are Republican
appoi nted people, it's not that | ong ago we cane out
from under Federal pre-clearance. 2013, Shel by
versus Holder. Y all know all about this, this case
ri ght here because it has been handl ed so poorly by
the Secretary of State's office. |If anybody really
stopped to understand this. This is a case that
demands we go back under pre-clearance because it's
been handl ed so poorly. W' ve basically | oading
illegal all white voters into Congressional District
9. Sonebody has got to pay attention to that and
they know if Mark Elias is down there at 11lth
Circuit arguing the case | was involved in right
now, if he really understood what's going on here.

The State of Georgia has a serious problem
and it needs to get fixed. This has cost ne a | ot
of nmoney. | don't want to spend a | ot nore noney.
But as | said, we'll do whatever we got to do. But,
| would like to work with anybody that is serious
about fixing these because this is not make believe.
We now have a county confessing to all kinds of
crimnal activity. But, this is a serious civil
rights violation we've got here.

MR. FERVIER: Well, 1'll make the sane

offer. | nmean, in actually three weeks, | don't
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have a lot nore tinme on ny hand. Well, | want, |I'm
wlling to sit down with you and go through all of
this. | nmean, |I've read all the docunments you've
sent, and I'Il bring one of our investigators. You
know, we'll take a look at it and see what's what --
the case is. Today we have to deal with what --

MR. GASAWAY: | understand and | want to
tell you. Because you' ve been m sled by the
Secretary of State's O fice, without them
illustrating the true depth of what happened with
Patricia Bauer's vote, it may influence your
deci sion on whether to sanction or not sanction the
county. Because if you really understood what went
on there --

MR. FERVIER: Well, there can be further
I nvestigation and further conplaints made based on
our conversation. So, this may not be the end of
it. It may be the end of this particular case, but
it may not end what occurred --

MR. GASAWAY: So, but the last thing Il
say i s because of all the stress and financial |oss
and | osing ny state house seat because of rigging
el ections, | have to, ny therapist has ordered me to
spend all my summers on the North Shore of Hawaii .

So, I will be leaving on the 13th of June. So, if
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you're gonna get with me, | have to be before then.
MR. FERVIER: | was born in Hawaii. [|'m

happy to neet you out there again.

MR. GASAWAY: We can get Poke fromthe
food land -- sit out on the beach.

MR. FERVIER | was born in Honolulu, so
I, you know, I'Il be glad to go back hone, so.

MS5. KING No, but in all seriousness, |
would like to be a part of that neeting.

MR. FERVIER: In Hawaii ?

MS. KING No, with you. WelIl, of course
In Hawai i, but no, with your neeting. | would |like
to be a part of that.

MR. FERVIER: Thank you. M. Gasaway --

MS5. KING |Is Habersham County here?
Board of El ections?

MR. FERVIER: They're online.

MS. KING They're on the phone, okay.

MR. FERVIER: Yep, Ms. Ellison, would you
like to respond to the allegations today?

MR. TAYLOR: Ray Tayl or, an attorney that
represents the Habersham County and today we're
representing the Board of Registrar --

MR. FERVIER: Can you, let's see if we can
put hima little bit closer to the mc and if he

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696




© o0 N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
O A W N P O © 0O ~N O O b W N B O

Public Meeting May 14, 2025

State Election Board Meeting

Page 106

woul d reintroduce hinmself so that the court reporter
can hear him Put it a little closer to the mc.

MS. KING Can you just pull the m c down?

MR. FERVIER: Ckay, could you reintroduce
yourself for the benefit of the court reporter,
pl ease?

MR. TAYLOR: Yes, thank you. This is
Ral ph Taylor. [|I'man attorney with Hunt and Tayl or
Law Group in Gainesville, CGeorgia, and we represent
Haber sham County and today particularly, we are
representi ng the Habersham County Board of
Regi strars and Ms. Ellison here today. 1'd like to
t hank the Board for accommpdating this tel ephone
appearance. It's not the best situation, but Ms.
Ellison has care giving responsibilities for her
el derly nother, and we appreciate the Board's
accommodat i on.

I would like to start by just procedurally
stating that under your regulations, | don't believe
t he conpl ai nant has the floor, as we have just
heard. Unfortunately, | couldn't hear a bunch of
what was said, but the issue before this Board today
IS whether there's evidence of a violation of 21-2-
218C. That's the only issue before this Board and

we contend that there is no evidence show ng any
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violation of this statutory provision. Wat are the
duties of the Board according to 21-2-218C? The
duty says the Board of Registrars shall then correct
the elector's record to reflect the change of
address and place the elector in the proper precinct
and voting -- district. That is after the el ector
has provi ded the change of address form The change
of address formis required to be provided in
subsection D

So, what are the duties here? The duties
are when we receive the change of address form then
the Board changes the address in their system Now,
In the case before you, in May, these two electors
cane and noted their change of address on the voter
certificate and they were provided the change of
address fornms on that date. That is what the pol
workers are instructed to do, but the duty of
returning the change of address formis on the
el ector.

The voter certificates, and I'll rem nd
the Board, this election took place in 2018 into
el ectronic voting. Voter certificates were not the
proper nethodol ogy to trigger a change of address in
their system Ms. Ellison has provided a witten

summary to you and | hope the Board has copies of
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it. Her statenment for the May 23rd, 2025 SEB
nmeeting where Ms. Ellison points out the

met hodol ogi es for changi ng addresses through

conpl eti ng the change of address form or by updating
the driver's license with new information or by
updating their information online through the online
photo registration or by conpleting the absentee
ballot mail in application. That was how an

el ectoral properly submts a change of address to

t he county.

Now, the county did in fact receive those
change of address forms, but not until Decenber and
at that point they did change their addresses. They
fulfilled their statutory duty because when they
recei ved the change of address fornms fromthe
el ector, they changed it within their system Ms.
Ellison also has submtted a survey that she
conduct ed of other counties with regard to the voter
certificates. Because you need to understand that
prior to electronic voting, the voter certificates
were used by elections offices to register the votes
of the elector.

However, with the transition to electronic
voting, that data was transmtted electronically to

the Secretary of State's O fice and so the Secretary
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of State's Ofice directed the election
superi ntendents that they no |longer needed to rely
on the voter certificate forns in order to change
addresses on their system M. Ellison's survey of
ot her counties showed that there are nunerous other
counties |li ke Habershamthat did not rely on the
voter certificate forns for the change of address.

And, so we don't believe there's any
evidence of a violation of the statute and that is
the only issue that this Board is dealing with here
today. Now, I'min the roomwith Ms. Ellison and |
wll turn the floor to her to answer any questions
or to add any information that may be inportant to
this issue. Again, | appreciate the Board's
acconmodation to us, Ms. Ellison.

MS. ELLISON: Yes, | would just like to
say, | nmean in ny statenent it does show or | did
state that in 2012 it was the year at the end of the
year and before 2013 we were transitioning into E-
net fromthe Go System So, we had training letting
us know that there would be different procedures and
that we would be sending the nenory cards fromthe
express hall to the State after the election for
themto give credit for voting instead of us going

t hrough the voter certificate to do that because
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when we didn't do that, if we noticed a change of
address for a voter on the voter certificate, we
woul d make those changes or do a nane change at that
time, but once this changed, they told us that we
woul d no | onger have to go through the voter
certificates and that we'd be responsible for
provi di ng change of address forns at the precincts
on el ection day and we instructed our poll workers
to hand those out anytime that a voter notated an
address change or a name change and they would
either leave it there or take it with themthey gave
thema mail in formthat had postage paid on it if
they said they didn't have tinme to fill those out at
the fall.

So, that was their instructions to get our
change of addresses on election day and then the
again we received at Franklin on Decenber 19th
through a mail and better registration application
and or it was changed. Sorry, | apologize, it was
pl aced on Decenber 19th in 2018, we received her
address On Novenber (i naudible) of voter
regi strati on which would have been October 9th and
then for Patricia Bauer, she was placed correctly in
HD10 or House District 10 on Decenber 27th due to

recei ving her DDS application of her address change
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on Decenber the 13th.

So, poll workers now bei ng made aware of
an address change via voter certificate on el ection
day. |It's not the proper procedure to trigger an
update to voters froma group after 2012 and during
the 2018 el ecti on.

MR. TAYLOR: Have you nmde any additions
or changes to that ma' an?

MS. ELLISON: Yes, now that -- we have the
pol | (inaudible) when the voter cones to sign in,
they give us driver's license. The voter's
Instructed to initial below their address if it's
correct, if it's not correct while they're there

with the poll worker before they go and vote.

(M. Taylor and Ms. Ellison called in via cellphone)

MR. FERVIER: Yeah -- | guess ny only
question here is, | nean, the code says, in the
event that elector noves to a residence within the
county or municipality and has a different address
fromthe address contained on the person's
registration card, it shall be the duty of the
el ector to notify the Board of Registers of such
fact by the fifth Monday prior to the primary
el ection in which elector wishes to vote. By

subm tting the change of address in witing, the
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Board of Registers shall then correct the elector's
record to reflect the change of address and pl ace
the elector in the proper precinct of voting
districts. So the question, | guess you know, what,
what constitutes notifying themin witing? Because
they, | nmean, the lady did present her ID card and
then had witten her new address upon the voter
certificate when she tried to vote. So, does that
constitute notifying the county in witing the
change of address?

MS. ELLISON: | think it was probably
| npl emented in 2014 after E-net was inplenented in
2013. In 2014, we would have the governor's race,
so we no |l onger went through those voter
certificates, so we would not have seen the change
of address on the voter certificate. The pol
wor kers gave the voters change of addresses to fil
out to either leave with themor to turn back into
our office (inaudible) --

MR. FERVIER: So, the fact that she shows
you - -

MS. ELLISON: District (inaudible) so that
was the only tinme those were pulled because the
first lawsuit was only about the districting issues.

MR. FERVI ER: So, the fact that she
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presents an IDwith a different address and fills
out the, the voter certificate with her new address
is not enough for you to indicate that there's an

I ssue here, that her address has changed?

MS. ELLISON: | nmean, the election and
they've given us to go ahead and start nmaking
changes, address changes, and nane changes and any
new voter registration --

MR. FERVIER: Right, right, but she filled
those out in May and then was able to vote at her
ol d address in Novenber. She filled out that form
in May. She showed the ID and filled out the voter
certificate in May with her new address, but was
able to vote at her old address in Novenber stil
because it hadn't been changed in your systenf
That's correct, right?

MS. ELLISON: But, we (inaudible)

MR. FERVIER | understand that, |
understand you didn't get a change of address form
but you had notification in May of her submtting
her driver's license and filling out the voter
certificate that she had a new address.

MR. TAYLOR: The point is the voter
certificates were not the methodol ogy used to pronpt

a change of address.
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MR. FERVIER: | get that, but it doesn't
say that in the statute. It says they have to

notify in witing and so the question | have is
changing putting your new address in witing on the
voter certificate. |Is that notification of the
county in witing?

MR. TAYLOR: Well, but you have to | ook at
the two statutes together and (inaudible) you have
this |l anguage that says that the duty of the
el ections office is to make forns available for the
change of address.

MR. FERVIER: It doesn't stipul ate what
that formis. AmIl, does anybody el se have a
di fferent opinion?

M5. KING I'mwth you a thousand
percent. It's very concerning. | mean, | think
what's concerning is that you have several people
who are able to vote illegally several tinmes, and
the argunent is that they didn't do sonething
correctly. | mean, what is the responsibility or
when does the responsibility fall in the county to
ensure that their constituents are educated on what
they need to do in these circunstances?

| mean, how many tinmes do we all ow people

to vote illegally before we don't put any type of
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responsibility on the county? That's a concern of
m ne and then if the argunent is what she used the
wrong form - -

MR. FERVIER: It doesn't stipul ate what
the formis.

MS. KING Right, that's another thing and
then again that's you' re | ooki ng at soneone who's
not supposed to vote and you're allowng themto
vote. This is a problem |'m concerned about this
one. | have a recomendati on.

MR. FERVIER: Any other questions fromthe
Boar d?

MS. JOHNSTON:  No.

MR. FERVIER: Wbuld the respondent like to
make any nore conmments?

MR. TAYLOR: |"'msorry, didn't hear.

MR. FERVIER: Wbuld you like to make any
nore conmment s?

MR. TAYLOR: |'m sorry.

MR. FERVIER: |'m sorry.

M5. HARDIN: Wbuld you like to nake nore
comment s?

MR. TAYLOR: Again, | think you have to go
back to 2018 at a tinme when the transition was being

made to electronic voting in terns of how this

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



© o0 N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
O A W N P O © 0O ~N O O b W N B O

Public Meeting May 14, 2025

State Election Board Meeting

Page 116

procedure was followed by --

M5. KING It wasn't, | think that's the
problem Right, it wasn't followed and the argunent
just it cannot be we were having issues with the
el ectronic machine, or we didn't know, or the person
didn't do. At some point, after having individuals
vote illegally several tines, something has to
happen, right? | nean, do we just keep letting them
vote until they find the formthat you want themto
find?

MS. ELLISON: We weren't aware of the
address changes until this lawsuit in Decenber
because the procedures had changed. So, the tines
when we got there, tine to address, we didn't know
t hat she had noved because technically M. Bauer was
pl aced in the May |awsuit. By the way, that first
|l awsuit after the May el ecti on was about
redistricting or the districting i ssues and she was
listed as being incorrectly placed in State House
District 10 at that time and that her address as
listed was in House District 28. So, when we
checked, she was correct and she should have been
pl aced with that address in House District 28. So,
we changed her at that tinme to House District 28.

So, he was saying that she should have
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been allowed to vote for him so we didn't she was
br ought back up on the lawsuit even though she had
noved we pulled the voter certificates, then saw the
address change on her application for absentee
ballot in October. It still showed her old address
that she was listed at in May on our systemthat --
was in House District 28 that we had changed her to
due to the first lawsuit and it had that |isted on
t he absentee ballot in person application. She had
it on it twice the oath at the bottom has the
address listed and the poll worker -- probably woul d
have been nme or ny assistant.

We instructed the voters to review the
application and make sure everything is corrected.
If it's not correct to |let us knowor to if their
address is different, then they could mark through
It and put the correct address and then sign and she
signed both places and the oath with that address as
being the old address from May. So, we had to
assumed that was her correct address and then for
t he Decenber again, we were nade aware in Decenber
after the lawsuit that she had nobved and then
that's, you know, we didn't sign any public that she
had noved and we got her changed once she, you know,

we had that, we got the voter registration change of
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address on Novenber and we had to wait until after
(i naudi bl e) when these cards cone through, they go
into a stack of (inaudible) that we have to do once
the elections are certified and that deadline of
Cct ober the 9th applies to the runoff and the
special election as well.

MS. KING So basically again --

MS. ELLISON: She didn't get changed until
after that --

MS. KING So, basically we have el ection
results that were accepted. However, we have
I ndi vi duals who voted illegally several tines.

MS. ELLI SON: (i naudi bl e)

MS. KING Okay, so once again we have
el ection results that were accepted, although we
clearly see individuals that were voting illegally
several tinmes. This is where the confusion cones
in. This is where the m strust cones in. This is,
this is really, this is a major, in ny opinion.

MR. FERVIER: Yeah, if --

M5. KING If it was one or two tines,
that's one thing. But, five tinmes we have people
t hat we have people that are voting illegally
several tines repeatedly.

MR. FERVIER. Are you -- her nane is
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Laurel Ellison -- so I'll give you the exact the
Haber sham County El ections Director -- L-A-U-R-E-L E
L-L-1-S-O-N.  Yeah, | -- guess I'mjust kind of

stuck on the fact that in May she appears to have
alerted the county that there was a change of
address by showi ng her 1D and by showi ng the, you
know, writing it on the voter certificate and I
can't seemto get past that. That the county
sonehow shoul d have identified that in Muy.

MS. KING Right, no one thought to give
her the correct form

MR. FERVI ER: Yeah, that sonehow t hat
shoul d have.

MS. KING Yeah.

MR. FERVIER. So, that's -- kind of where
| stand at this. So, are there any questions from
t he Board?

MS. JOHNSTON: No questions.

MR. FERVIER: The Chair will entertain a
notion at this point.

M5. KING Yeah, | make a notion that we
refer this to the Attorney General's O fice.

MR. FERVIER: For would you explain your
reasoni ng behind that a little bit?

M5. KING | think if, or you know what,
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actually, I want to withdraw that. | think we
shoul d send our investigators to |ook into this. |
t hi nk we shoul d continue the case and have our

i nvestigators ook into this nore in depth.

MR. FERVIER: VWhat |'m just curious, what
does the --

MS. KING Well, because this could be
connected to a bigger issue, considering the fact
t hat you have individuals who voted illegally
several tines the election was still counted.

MR. FERVIER: Yeah, | don't disagree with
you on that. | think that I think we ought to
continue investigating, but | think we need to deal
with the allegations that are in this conplaint
today. We can always |ook at different issues.

MS. KING Well, ny concern is that if we
rule on this as is, it may position us where we
can't go back, right? Like we can't go back and
| ook at additional issues because this is
concerni ng.

MR. FERVIER: \What is the Board. W have
Menber King's comments, so Dr. Johnston?

MR. JEFFARES: You know, | will say this
because |'ve nmoved several tinmes in ny life. \Wen |

nove, | know |'m not voting at the sanme precinct |
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used to vote at. Why would | have showed up there?

M5. KING That's --

MR. JEFFARES: | nean, that's another way
to |l ook at this.

M5. KING That too, so it's |ike, why do
they feel confortable continuing to show up at the
sane precinct and voting again and agai n?

MR. FERVIER: There is a notion on the
table to continue the case for further
i nvestigation.

MR. JEFFARES: 1|'Il| second.

MR. FERVIER: There's a notion and a
second, to continue this case for further
i nvestigation. Any further comments? Hearing no
comments, all those in favor of continuing this case
for further investigation. Signify by saying aye.

MR. JEFFARES: Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: | any descent? Hearing no
di ssent so noved, this case will be continued for
further consideration. Thank you, thank you for
attendi ng today. The Board or the Chair would
entertain a notion for a short lunch break at this
time. 30 m nutes.

MR. JEFFARES: So nobved.
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MR. FERVIER: W have notion. Do we have
a second to --

MS. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have npotion second to al
those in favor signify by saying aye.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: The notion carries 3 to O
We' Il break for a 30 mnute. Let's be back here at
1: 10 pl ease.

(Recess taken)

MR. FERVIER: Calling back to order the
State Election Board after a very brief lunch
First case we will here is SEB2022-231 it's tab
nunmber 61 in your folder. W appreciate the
respondent sitting here through a day and a hal f of
citing stuff.

MR. BRUNSON: Ckay, this is a case that
i nvol ves two groups. That when they submitted their
transmttal summary sheets it did not have the
appropriate information. So, this was reported by
Henry County, they received several voter
regi stration applications that were not conpl eted
col l ected during voter registration drives.

They noticed the applications they received were
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copies of the originals and unseal ed.

There was al so an i ssue of one of the
organi zations utilizing self-created transmttal
sheet that | acked the required information. Two
entities were identified, The Atlanta Voter Project
and Vote Georgia 2022. Qur investigator was unable
to identify anybody regarding the entity The Atl anta
Voter Registration Project. He was able to find the
name, but he was unable to track down that
i ndividual. He was ultimately able to track down
the information for Verdugo Strategi es who was
behi nd the Vote Ceorgia 2022 voter drive
organi zati on.

He identified G eg Dianond as the owner of
t he conpany and the individual who signed the
paperwork for the |ease for the office -- he was
able to track down the office for Vote Georgia 2022.
Utimtely he sent some correspondence and
ultimately their attorney was contacted our
I nvestigator. He did ask that attorney for
I nformati on on who specifically fromthe
organi zation submtted those fornms. The attorney
was not able to identify that individual. He said
basi cally based on the busyness of the election

season and the various canpai gns and things of that
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nature that the organization was involved in and so
ultimtely we determ ned that Greg Di anond as the
owner and Vote Georgia 2022 was in violation of SEB
Rul e 183-1-6.02 sub 8 sub C rules for voter
registration by private entities when they fail to
provide the m nimumrequired information on two
transmttal sheets submtted to the Henry County

el ection office in Septenber of 2022.

Transm ttal sheets contain the nane of the
voter registration program the nunber of voter
regi stration applications delivered and one
transmttal sheet had a non-|egible signature. They
were | acking the nane of the submtting individual
name of private entity sponsoring the voter
regi stration program and the address of the
subm tting individual and phone nunber of the
subm tting individual

MR. FERVI ER: Does the Board have any
gquestions related to this case? Dr. Johnston.

MS. JOHNSTON: For the investigator the
report investigation named four different what
appear to be four different TPOs third party
organi zati ons Regi ster Georgia 2024, Vote GA 2022,
Vot e Ceorgia 2022 and The Atlanta Voter Registration

Project. Are those four different entities or are
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they one in the sane?

MR. BRUNSON: Looks |ike I know that
Verdugo. Did you nane Verdugo? Because they're
li ke --

MS5. JOHNSTON: | did not. | didn't know
if -- the way these are just joints, right.

MR. BRUNSON: Ckay, on page three, is that
what you're looking at fromthe RO? So, it |ooks
like it's namng two and two on those bullets is
t hat what you're referring to?

MS. JOHNSTON: Well, throughout, yes,

t hroughout the -- report there are different nanmes
witten down and | just didn't know if there were
sone of these were shortened or these are actually
four different voter registration groups.

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, so in the RO |I'm
| ooki ng on page three. He's got the bullet
points --

MS. JOHNSTON: Right.

MR. BRUNSON: And, the first two are the
same and then the second two are the sane. So, |
see where you're going to additional groups.

MS. JOHNSTON: So, Register Georgia 2024
doi ng business as is it Vote Georgia 2022 or?

MR. BRUNSON: | see three mentioned in the
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page your on.
M5. JOHNSTON: Ckay.
MR. BRUNSON: Because | just, | see the

Ver dugo, obvi ously, which both, Georgia 2022 is a
subsidiary of that connected to it and then it's the
other, the Atlanta Voter Registration Project that
we were unable to identify anyone regarding that.

He tracked the | ady down, |ady by the nane of Kathy
I rel and (phonetic). We used our nethods to try to
find out where she lived, got an address, sent out
letters, all those things and we weren't able to

i dentify that young |lady that's behind The Atl anta
Vot er Regi stration Project, but.

MS. JOHNSTON: Okay, so Registered Georgia
is on respondent one is included with respondent
one?

MR. BRUNSON: You're tal king about the
Atl anta Voter Registration Project? Is that what
you're --

MS. JOHNSTON: Well --

MR. BRUNSON: Because, so Verdugo
Strategies and Vote Georgia 2022 are one of the sanme
and they're the ones we were able to track down.
Greg Dianond is the owner.

M5. JOHNSTON: Ckay.
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MR. BRUNSON: So -- that's the entity and
the individual that we were able to connect to this
whol e entity because we couldn't or they woul dn't
ei ther way, whatever identify who specifically that
was working for this organi zation, handled this
voter drive and filled out the paperwork and made
t he om ssi ons.

MS. JOHNSTON: COkay, were you provided by
t hese organi zations training docunents that they
have for their workers?

MR. BRUNSON: No, | don't think we
obt ai ned training docunents.

MS. JOHNSTON: Do either of these have a
record of participants or enployees? Volunteers or
enpl oyees?

MR. BRUNSON: They have a record of that?

M5. JOHNSTON: Did they provide a record
of who -- the volunteers were or the enploy or who
t hey enployed to performvoter registration?

MR. BRUNSON: No, they did not.

M5. JOHNSTON: Did any of themindicate --

MR. BRUNSON: Briefly, I'mjust |ooking at
t he exhi bits here.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Yeah.

MR. BRUNSON: No, nope, | don't see
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anyt hi ng about enpl oyee or training docunents or any
of that stuff in the exhibits. Certified letters,
the interviews with the attorney, printouts from
their website, copy of |ease agreenent, property
sear ch.

MS. JOHNSTON: Are the respondents here?

MR. FERVIER: M. Sparks is here too.

MR. SPARKS: CGood afternoon, Dr. Johnston.
Adam Spar ks of Krevolin and Horst here for Verdugo
Strat egi es have been doi ng busi ness name of Vote
Georgia 2022 and Regi ster Georgia 2024. That is one
entity with multiple different doing business as
nanes registered in its hone state of Del aware.

MS. JOHNSTON: Okay, so vote Georgia 2022.
Is the original entity?

MR. SPARKS: The original entity. The
actual corporate nanme is Verdugo Strategies LLC It
is a Del aware corporation with its principal place
of business in California. It is registered as a
foreign corporation here in with the Secretary of
State's Ofice and it had two doi ng business as
names, both of which | disclosed to the
I nvesti gat or.

The first is Vote Georgia 2022. So, while

there are two letters that | received on their
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behal f, one is for Verdugo, the other is for its
doi ng business nane in 2022. So, in reality there
is one entity. | then voluntarily disclosed that
they had received contracts to do a voter
registration drive in connection with the 2024
general election and the registered DBA nane was
Regi ster Georgia 2024. So to be clear, it's one
entity.

MR. FERVIER. It's all the sane people?

MR. SPARKS: It is one corporate entity.
| can't tell you that every single person working
for the entity was identical between 2022 and 2024.
Greg Dianond is the owner of Verdugo. He is
i mproperly naned as a respondent in the summary of
RO that | received for the first tine. Naned as a
respondent, | m ght add, but he is the owner and the
primary contact person whom|'ve worked wth.

MS. JOHNSTON: Did Verdugo Strategies have
a witten contract or an agreenent with the
Secretary of State for any purpose?

MR. SPARKS: | don't believe Verdugo woul d
be required to have a witten contract with the
Secretary to operate a voter registration --

M5. JOHNSTON: Just asking --

MR. SPARKS: Yes, of course, none to ny
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know edge. It's possible, | suppose, but there's no
requi renent to do so and |I'm not aware of any.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay, is there an
expl anati on why copies of voter registration were
sent in rather than the actual voter registration
forns that are provided by the Secretary of State?

MR. SPARKS: That allegation was not
substanti ated according to the summary of RO that I
received. So, | don't believe that's here before
you today, respectfully, and |I'm happy to address
any of this at further length. | do have a couple
of reasons why | think you should actually disn ss
this conplaint here today, but | don't want to
forestall your questions for the investigator.

MS. JOHNSTON: |Is there an explanati on why
the transmttal sheets were not provided?

MR. SPARKS: Yes, |I'd be happy to get into
that at this time. Again, Adam Sparks for Verdugo
Strategies LLC. | do appreciate your tine. W
talked a little bit about the corporate form here.
To address your question directly, | don't have a
factual explanation, but for two reasons, | can't
concede that a violation actually occurred here.

If you disagree with ne, we can tal k about

a letter of instruction, which | think would be the
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appropriate remedy in that instance. But, let ne
first briefly recount, at |east for the record, why
| think dism ssal is appropriate here.

First, we've never seen the sheets as
all eged. We | ooked for them W couldn't find
them | was unable to determ ne who the person
m ght have been in this Al bany office who sent them
to the Henry County Board of Registration and
El ections. |[|'ve asked to see them | was denied
access to see them | was told that | could only
see themin person w thout making copies if |
produced either the person whom we could not find or
M. Dianmond who lives in California for an in person
interview. So, | have sonme problens with that,
havi ng not been able to see --

M5. KING Who denied you, the county?

MR. SPARKS: The investigator.

MS. KING The investigator.

MR. SPARKS: Yes, I|nvestigator Bl anchard.
| believe, if | want to be accurate about this,
because he was actually reasonable to work with, |
bel i eve he asked for perm ssion and was denied to
share those sheets. So, | actually haven't seen
them It's certainly possible that they are m ssing

sonme of the information, although |I would argue that
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the sponsoring entity was in fact included because
Vote Georgia 2022 was a regi stered DBA, nane of
Verdugo Strategies. So, | would contest that
factually in any event.

So nunber one, | haven't seen the
evi dence, so | can't concede a violation of any sort
actually occurred and I m ght note that under the
Board's own rules, voter registration private
entities are not permtted to keep voter
regi stration application copies at all w thout
express witten consent of the applicant or beyond
90 days in any event and even then they can only use
them for certain non-commercial purposes ained at
ensuring that the applicant's registration is fully
consi dered and properly delivered.

So, there are sone restrictions here in
terms of the records any of these entities actually
can keep under current law and | point that out
sinply to say that we weren't asked for training
docunents, we weren't asked for other enpl oyee
records, and sonme of those |I'm sure that they have,
| m ght have even consi dered produci ng some, but
havi ng not been asked any of them and contesting
that there's a violation to begin with, | contest

t he connotation that sonmehow any of the docunents
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weren't provided.

| think we've been fully cooperative with
the investigation. Now, second Board, | believe
there's not actually been a violation here and the
reason why is if you actually | ook at Rule 8C that
| nvestigator Brunson cited, if we actually | ook at
the rule about the information recited therein to be
I ncluded on a cover transmttal summary sheet. It
says should include. Now why is that inportant?
It's because the word shall is used el sewhere in the
provision. It's used twi ce about things that are
mandat ory, mandatory directives, but shoul d
I ndicates a directory requirenent. That's
different. Just forgive me for belaboring the |egal
niceties here, but there's a difference in mandatory
directive and perm ssive | anguage as it's used in a
statute provision or rule.

Mandat ory includes words |ike shall or
must and that's clear fromthe case |law. Perm ssive
requirements include things Iike may. They're
things that you're allowed to do but not necessarily
required. Directory requirenments are sonewhere in
the mddle and 1'Il read this for the record from
Bl ack's Law Dictionary. A directory requirenent is

quote, "A statutory or contractual instruction to
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act in a way that is advisable but not absolutely
essential. In contrast to a mandatory requirenent,
a directory requirenent is frequently introduced by
the word should, or less frequently shall, which is
nore typically a mandatory word.” And, | won't ruin
the reporter's day by trying to quote the original
Latin, but there's a canon of how you interpret
these things that says if the witer of the |aw or
the rule used certain words in the provision and
didn't use them el sewhere, then that decision was

i ntentional and so by the very | anguage, the text
and the structure of the rule, this information
actually isn't required strictly to have been

i ncluded in the summary sheet at all and so the

all egation that it wasn't, although advi sable, and
al though my client imediately upon notice of
receiving this letter, sought out counsel, that is
me to guide themon this subject, and | have

provi ded that guidance, it's not actually required
by the rule, it's not clearly illegal.

So, whether you're | ooking at this under
the rule of lenity, under common sense, under just
reading the plain text, it's not obvious that a
vi ol ati on occurred.

MR. FERVI ER: | want to further state.
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|"msorry to interrupt you.

MR. SPARKS: No problem M. Chair.

MR. FERVIER: The failure to include the
transmttal summary sheet shall not by itself be
grounds for rejecting the submtted applications.

MR. SPARKS: And, that is a very inportant
point and I'mglad you nade it, M. Chair, because
it's inportant to note here that unlike some other
cases the Board has heard over the last 36 hours,
this case doesn't involve any allegation of
i mpropriety or wwong information being given to a
vot er.

It doesn't involve any flaw in a voter
regi stration application at all. 1t has nothing to
do with whether the voter applicants rights were
| npi nged. This has to do with the cover paperworKk.
And, | think we all agree that all the information
that the Board has suggested should be included be
i ncl uded on those papers and |'ve heard no
conpl aints from any other county or from any ot her
date of this entity submtting applications in this
way that were sonmehow rejected or inproper or caused
any other sort of problem indicating it's a m nor
technical error.

It sinply doesn't have to do with the
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al l egations of problenms with the voter registration
applicants or the or CGeorgia citizens thensel ves.
And, so | think that's an inportant point to make,
M. Chair, and | do appreciate it.

M5. JOHNSTON: M. Sparks, are you saying
that -- Register Georgia 2024 does not use
transmttal sheets or sunmary sheets?

MR. SPARKS: No, Doctor, |I'mnot saying
that at all. MWhat |'msaying is that Verdugo
strategi es under either of the DBAs it used in 2022
at issue in this case, or 2024, which is not at
I ssue in this case, they absolutely do use these
covered transmttal summary sheets and in fact, they
did use themas a -- regular course of business in
2022 throughout its operations running that voter
regi stration drive.

It appears that these two al one that Henry
County has alleged was mi ssing certain information.
That's the only substantiated allegation. So
certainly, as a matter of practice, yes, they are
using the cover sheets. Yes, they have received
| egal guidance on that particular subject and
they' Il continue to, to nmy know edge.

MR. FERVIER: | think that this is

certainly a Board rule that should be changed, the
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one word change from "should" to "shall" in the
future, because | have to agree with the attorney

t hat should versus shall. 1've dealt with that many
times in nmy career for different things and it is an
argunent, and | think that we as a Board should fix
t hat problem at some point with that one word change
in that in that rule.

MS. JOHNSTON: For the investigator were
the voter registration applications found by Henry
County? So voter registration applications are to
be retained or -- an electronic copy of such?

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, the investigator could
not identify them specifically with the group
because they were di ssenm nated. Unfortunately,
that's why that part -- of the investigation was not
sust ai ned because they were al ready di ssem nat ed
before he could go and say, okay, these all canme in
fromthis --

MS. JOHNSTON: Right, okay, so the nanes
of the applicants or -- their voter registration
forms were not retained by Henry County -- to help
with this investigation?

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, well, we couldn't tie
to that group because they have been di ssem nat ed.

M5. JOHNSTON: M. Sparks, does Verdugo
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Strategies, | know they don't they would not keep
applications to be consistent with |aw, do they keep
sunmary sheets?

MR. SPARKS: Whey were unable to find.

Let nme be kind to ny client here. They were unable
to find an organi zed fashion a retention of sumary
sheets of their copies. M suspicion is that
because they're not allowed to keep the voter
registration applications thenselves, in fact, they
can only keep the information in themin a certain
way, in a certain kind of list, and use it for
certain kind purposes. |Is that any copied cover
sheets, let me try that one nore tine. Any copied
cover transmttal summary sheets woul d have been
kept with the copies of the applications thensel ves
and di sposed of in conpliant fashion in the sane
way .

They were able to find a couple that were
submtted to a couple of counties, they were unable
to find any that were submtted to Henry County,
certainly much less fromthis |ocation and those al
had the information and there were no objections
provided fromthe local election officials in 2022.

MS. JOHNSTON: Nobody's making that

accusation. It's just the record keeping. They put
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in witing that they |ooked and could not find the
summary sheets that were sent to Henry County or
provi ded for Henry County?

MR. SPARKS: | can tell you they conducted
a search under ny gui dance and they were unable to
| ocate these specific sheets. |In fact, any sheets,
if I recall correctly, from Septenber 2022 that were
sent from Dougherty County to Henry County.

M5. JOHNSTON: Do you know, by any chance,
do you know how many counties in Georgia Verdugo
Strategies has voter registration drives in?

MR. SPARKS: | don't know offhand. | know
as a matter of practice, drives can focus on certain
parts of the state or statewi de, but it doesn't
really matter because if you cone across sonmeone who
wants to register to vote, swears that they're
eligible, conpletes the form it's going to be for
what ever county they reside in and so that may be if
-- the drive is conducted at, |I'm making this out of
thin air at a mall in Fulton County. Could be
someone who lives in Fulton County. Could be
soneone across the county line in DeKalb. Could be
someone who's there on holiday from Chat ham or Ben
H 1l or Grady or where, wherever and so it would

stand to reason that regardless of the geographic
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focus of any drive, they're going to be sending
applications back to the county of residence for the
appl i cant for whose registration application is

pl aced in their care and so they woul d be sending
themto potentially all 159 counties.

If I could just nake one nore point before
| forget, because ny goldfish nenory will come back
for me someday should the Board not agree with ne.
| do think this is a dism ssal case, but should the
Board not agree and think not only that the evidence
shows what's been proffered and also that it is a
violation of the rule, | would ask that a letter of
I nstruction be sent and that it be sent to the two
named respondents, Vote Georgia 2022 and Verdugo
Strategies LLC. | would ask that it not be sent to
M. Dianmond in his individual capacity.

For one, | don't represent M. Dianond in
hi s individual capacity, and so he would go
unrepresented in this proceeding w thout notice.
That's a problem Second, the first tinme there was
any indication he mght be so naned was in this
| etter last nmonth that | received and third, and
per haps nost inportantly, if not legally, M.

Di amond and his famly are residents of Altadena.

They' ve been directly affected, | think |I can say,
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by the wildfires and the last thing he needs is his
name on gover nment paperwork where it really should
not be in the first place, because he is not a
properly named respondent. So, while |I m ght be
wlling to overlook this in the main or even a

| etter of instruction to be issued, | don't want to
cause any nore issues for himin their residential
and i nsurance concerns than necessary. So, | would
ask that fromthe Board, should a letter be issued.

MR. FERVIER: Yeah, we can't take that
| ast into consideration.

MR. SPARKS: | understand you can't as a
| egal matter, | let you know it's a humanitarian
concern. But, it's also inproper, M. Chair, and
|"msorry to step on you, but it is also inproper as
a legal matter to sort of nane himas a new
respondent at the end of this process.

MR. FERVI ER: Yes, thank you

MS5. KING  Question.

MR. FERVI ER:  Yes.

M5. KING So, why is it that you will not
provi de the original copies of the voter
regi strati ons?

MR. SPARKS: | don't understand the

questi on.
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M5. KING Well, I'mjust reading the
finding that -- we requested the original voter

regi stration applications and instead you provided
copies of them right?

MR. SPARKS: | don't see where that is.
Can you guide ne on the sumary, which is the only
paper | have?

MS. KI NG It's in the findings, am|]
readi ng sonething wong? Wat |I'mreading is it
says it's under findings as private voter
regi stration entity. The conplainant reported that
the private voter registration entity failed to
provide the original voter registration application,
i nst ead provided copi es.

The conpl ai nant sought gui dance fromthe
representative of the Secretary of State's Ofice
with instructions to provide the applications as
normal unl ess they are believed to be fraudul ent.
The county processed applications and processed the
applications as instructed in an effort to obtain
the originals. Attenpted to contact the
representative of the private voter registration
entity to no avail. Do you know anythi ng about
t hat ?

MR. SPARKS: No, | can't say | do. | wll

Veritext Lega Solutions
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say | can't speak for Henry County, but again, the
al l egation about the originals versus the copies
being subnmtted to the county authority, again, A,
that wasn't substantiated and so B, haven't spent a
l ot of my, nmy clients tine.

MS. KING You said it's not
substanti ated. What was not substantiated? That
they -- did not provide the originals?

MR. SPARKS: Correct, m'am --

MS. KING So, you're saying that it's
possibility that you did provide the originals to
the county?

MR. SPARKS: [|I'msure it could be a
possibility. Again, | have not been able to track
down whoever sent this cover sheet or was purported
to have sent this cover sheet to Henry County, sSo no
way for nme to investigate that particular issue.
can tell you --

M5. KING That you're unsure whether you
did or didn't?

MR. SPARKS: | was not there in 2022, so
"' m not sure or unsure of anything. | can say that
in discussing this with ny client, there's no reason
to think that they would have sent copies. But, |

am not able to sit here and tell you today

Veritext Lega Solutions
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definitively one way or the other, just as | amfor
Ful ton County, DeKal b County, Cobb County

i nvestigation of that allegation was found not to be
substanti ated according to the paperwork 1've

received. That's really the extent of what | can

tell you.

MR. FERVIER: Any further questions? You
know, the Chair will entertain a notion, but |ike I
said earlier, | have concerns about that shal
versus -- should | anguage and since this deal --

MS5. KING | have a concern about or
agai n, organi zations comng into the state and kind
of running things the way they want to. | nean, the
fact of the matter is we, even if, even -- though it
may be anbi guous, you know, as to what you should
do, I would think that you would | ean on the side of
the state that you're inside of.

MR. SPARKS: Respectfully, Menber King, |
don't think my client |eans on the side of
observation and I think it has strived 110 percent
to neet all of these |egal guidance and that's one
reason actually I wote the follow up letter to the
I nvesti gator because the initial information |I got
was that they wouldn't be conducting activities in

2024 and then | got word that they had just signed a

800.808.4958
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contract to do so and so | immediately let the
I nvestigator know this and specifically that they
had asked for and received gui dance on this very
| ssue.

Again, | don't think it's a | egal
viol ation given the wording of the rule, but they
were concerned enough about it to reach back out to
me and let nme know. So, | do think that they are
striving to neet dot every | and cross every T of
Georgia |law. Rest assured about that.

MR. FERVIER: Any further questions?
JOHNSTON: No further questions.

FERVI ER: Chair to entertain a notion.

2 39

JEFFARES: |'Il nmake a notion to
di sm ss.

MR. FERVIER: W have npotion to dismss.
s there a second?

MS. JOHNSTON: Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have notion and a second
to dismss his claim Any discussion? Hearing no
di scussion, all those in favor dism ssing this
claim signify by saying.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any dissent? Hearing no

di ssent, so noved. This claimis disnm ssed. Thank
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you. You are dism ssed. Thank you.

MR. SPARKS: Thank you, M. Chair, and
t hank you to the Board and to Ms. Hardin for
accommodat i ng my schedul e.

MR. FERVIER. Alex, will you rem nd us,
the Board to revisit this rule and see if we can
cone up with a change on that one particular word?

MR. SPARKS: M. Chair, I"'mtrying to turn
off the mc, but |I don't see --

MR. FERVIER: ©Oh, |'m gonna cut you off.
You are cut. Well, now we're going to hear from one
of my favorite counties for Forsyth County, which I
lived at for 10 to 12 years at sone tine in the
past, a long tinme ago. W're going to hear SEB2021-
162. Before we hear that, is there anybody el se
here that's here as a respondent? Ms. Lee, are you
not responding to anything else, are you? No,
not hi ng, good. You're our |ast respondent -- you
win the prize.

M5. KING Doing 1627

MR. FERVIER: Yeah -- tab 54. Are you M.
| npaduglia (phonetic)? 1Is that a good Italian nanme?
There you go, yes.

MR. BRUNSON: This case involves a voter

in forsyth County, Marianne | npaduglia, who went to
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vote -- on 11/20/21, at the 8 Mashburn Precinct
Lanyard United Methodi st Church. She took a
phot ograph of her ballot from her phone. Pol
manager Ken Li ndbergh addressed the issue directly
with Ms. |Inpaduglia, inform ng her of the violation
and directing her to postage signage inform ng the
public that photography is not allowed inside the
pol l'ing place and asked her to delete the photo,
she refused.

Li ndbergh call ed the county el ections
of fice and Mandy Smith spoke directly to Ms.
| npaduglia. Smth read parts of code section 21-2-
413E and 21-2-568.2 to her. Lindbergh gave a
handout to Ms. Inpaduglia that was made avail abl e
to voters with questions about this requirenment.
She loudly protested, maintaining that it is her
right and she is willing to chall enge the rule.

MR. FERVIER: | think that's enough, Ms.
| npaduglia this Board hears nultiple cases sim|lar
to this it seens |like every tine that we have a
nmeeting and | would | ove to hear fromyou on this.
Coul d you press your button and if you would just
identify yourself and explain to us what occurred in
your own wor ds?

MS. | MPADUGLI A: I''m Mari anne | npaduglia

Veritext Lega Solutions
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and by the way, | do want to say that | have a newy
found appreciation for, for what election officials
do based on what |'ve seen in the past two days up
here. You're very thorough, detail oriented and
you're conmtted to getting to a conclusion and it's
the first tine |I've experienced that with anything
el ection related, this case and other things too.

So, | really appreciate that and | hope
that you consider that as | tell you because | did
get frustrated because | didn't experience any of
that in speaking with Mandy Smith. So, | tried to
get a copy of that narrative. | don't know where
that narrative cane from but when | first got a
|l etter fromM. Coulter, the investigator, it was, |
t hought it was a scam It was a poor photocopy, not
a poor photocopy, but it didn't ook like it was
official letterhead and it said that there was a
conpl aint and there was a blank formand the letter
requested me to fill out the form on what happened
and to sign it.

It just didn't make any sense to nme. It
was alnost like trying to get ne to wite a
confession, a signed confession or something and |
responded to that letter saying, well, |I would |ike

to see what the conplaint was |ike, the actual
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docunent. |'m assum ng that the superintendent
wrote the docunent or whatever and so | could
respond to that in witing and I never got anything,
never heard again after that and this letter cane a
few nonths after the incident.

Actually, | don't renenmber when. All |
remenber is that it was a long tinme after the
I ncident. Maybe office was backed up or sonet hing.
But, | don't renmenber when and |I didn't keep any of
it after | wote to that to M. Coulter and said,
pl ease send nme this, whatever this narrative, you
know, what was given to you guys to investigate. |
never heard anything. So, | thought it was just a
one and done. So, and then |I got this |last nonth.

So, I"mnot sure why | got all this so far
after it all happened, but the narrative that was
just read to you is not how it happened. [It's not
how | recall how it happened, and it's not how it
happened. So, but | did take a photo, so | went in.
| took a photo because | feel |ike we should be able
to take a photo of (inaudible) so we have a copy of
it when we go, when we | eave. Because sonme of the
el ections have so many different offices that we're
voting for and since 2020, | have heard all the

narratives, you know, in the news and everything.
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And, |'ve seen all the evidence, you know,
over the tinme that has cone up, you know, election
abuse, election fraud, election inconsistencies,
bl ah, bl ah, blah, that | feel |ike we should be able
to just basically a receipt of how we voted. That's
when we go get a receipt when we buy stuff at the
grocery store, we go to the doctor's office why
can't we just have a copy of our how we voted so
that if there's an issue noving forward, we have an
actual copy of how we voted?

And, | thought that should be a good thing
that they should put in the law. So, | took a
picture, and it was a bad case. | shouldn't have
done it that tine because it was a special election,
and there was only one itemon the whole thing that
we were voting on. It was for the SPLOST, which is
I nportant to ne because it's only local. So, I'm
t hi nking we shoul d have, you know, sonething out
here, and that's a whole different story. Maybe,
maybe not is relative. Mybe you want to know about
It. Because it was kind of weird the whole thing
was weird, but so | took a photo, and three people
swooped down on ne. You can't take a photo. You
can't take a photo. | just want a photo of m ne.

You know how | voted before | put the paper in the

Veritext Lega Solutions
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scanner, because once it goes in the scanner, you
never see it again. And they were saying, no, you
can't. You're not allowed. Wy am|l not allowed?
And the supervisor at the facility, and he was a
nice fellow, he said, no. And he pointed to, he
said, you know, outside the voting room there's
|i ke the | obby area, the actual statute, it's over
there. So | went out first, |I put my thing in the
scanner, because | knew | was | eaving the room
Wanted to make sure that was nothing weird
about that. And then | went out and | read it, the
statue. And | read it, and it said, oh, it says
here that the superintendent has discretion to all ow
you to take a picture. So, |I went and | told him
that, and | said, can you please call the
supervisor? | didn't even know who it was at the
time, and ask if it's okay for nme to get that
pi cture and so he did ask nme about deleting it, but
| said, well, it's saying on there that | can take a
picture and | already threw it in the scanner, so
can you call her and get perm ssion fromher? 1[|'d
| i ke perm ssion and so he did, he got her on the
phone, and we're talking, and | said, yeah, |I'm
asking you to use your discretionary authority to

allow ne to take a picture of ny ballot, just ny

Veritext Lega Solutions
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bal I ot .

And she said, | don't have the
di scretionary authority to do that. And I said, you
do it says right here and | read the statute to her,
and she kept saying, | don't have the discretionary
authority to do. She would not change that response
and | felt like either she doesn't understand what
her lawis, or, | nean, | just could not understand
why she would not sinply say, no, yes or no and so
every time she said, | don't, | can't do that, |
don't have the discretionary authority to do that, |
woul d respond with sonmething a little bit nore
detailed and said, well, it says here that you do.
And | would read part of it, and she would just keep
saying, | don't have the discretionary authority to
do it.

So, | was getting kind of frustrated, and
that's what is represented in her narrative, because
| was getting angry. | was saying, you know, but it
says right here and eventually nothing cane of it.

At sonme point during all that, | do renenber, |
don't know if it was sonmeone on inside first or she
said, | don't renmenber who said it, but | renmenber
sayi ng sonmething |like, you know, if you don't get

rid of it, then you going to, you know, call the
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Sheriff and have you arrested and we canme to an

I npasse. Nothing ever cane of it and | did
eventual ly delete it, because I"'mnot, | don't want
to get arrested over it.

You know, we just had the one thing on
there, by the way, with the QR code, too. So, |I'm
thinking, well, this piece of work, anyway. So |
did the, so that's how it went down. So, sonme of ny
mai n concern is that the reason why | kept. Wy I
was argunentative is because | felt like, as
superi ntendent, she should have been able to either
use her discretionary authority to say yes or use it
to say no, you cannot. And if she had said no, you
cannot, | would have docunented, | would have asked
her why and | woul d have docunented that. So, that
way | could use this information nmoving forward to
try to get the | aw change to say, why can't we get a
copy of our vote when we | eave? Wiy can't we get a
copy of that? There's nothing unreasonabl e about
aski ng that.

And you know, and so it never. That is
t he whol e reason why | was trying to get her to be
accountable to her decision. But she basically, and
| really had conme to the conclusion that she

intentionally deferred her responsibility. She
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shoul d have, or she could have said, you know, of
each of these things, pointed out why, because none
of them | believe I'"'mreading it is any reason why
she should deny nme for me to take a picture of ny
ballot. So I didn't have a chance do any of this in
advance to respond to her narrative and all that.

So, that's why |I'm here today and I"mreally hoping
you'll just dismss it because | amso over it, it's
| can't tell you how frustrating --

MR. FERVIER: | understand and | al ways
appreci ate when peopl e vote and we appreciate you
voting. | appreciate you sitting through this and
i stening. And maybe the signage wasn't cl ear
enough, but when you read the actual code, which is
22-4-13, it says I'"'mjust going to read part --

MS. | MPADUGLI A: | have a copy of code,
but I don't think both parts honestly don't
remenber, but | don't think both parts were
prom nent --

MR. FERVIER: 21-2-568 is even nore
definitive on whether you can take photographs or
not. But 21-2-413 says that the, let me just read a
little bit. "No person shall use photographic or
other electronic nonitoring or recording devices,

caneras or cell phone tel ephones while such person
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Is in a polling place while voting is taking pl ace.
Provi ded, however, that a poll nanager at his or her
di scretion may allow the use of photographic devices
in the polling place under such conditions
limtations as the el ection superintendent finds
appropriate and provided further, no photography
shall be allowed of a ballot or the face of a voting
machi ne or DRE unit or electronic ballot marker
while the elector is voting such ballot or machine
or"

So it says, yeah, she has sone discretion
to allow videotapi ng or photography and that nostly
has to do with poll watchers, but it goes on to say,
you know, she has discretion on those areas, but she

can't allow you to take a picture of the ballot.

Even those people are not allowed to take pictures

of ball ots. So, that's, | nean, it's, it's further
clarification of that rule and | don't know, | don't
know exactly what -- | don't have that poster in

front of ne.

But, the rule is pretty clear that she has
sonme discretion, he or she has sone discretion and
like I said, it's nostly when you're tal king about
pol |l watchers and things, but, but it further

clarifies that you can never take a picture of the
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bal ot while voting is taking place and you know,
this Board has ruled on this sanme topic so nmany
times in the past. And, | understand there m ght
have been some m scommuni cation as, and she probably
coul d have explained it earlier and read that out to
you and said, no, she doesn't have any discretion
when it conmes to taking pictures of a ballot. She
has no discretion with that. She, | nmean, she
really has none.

| mean, that's what the rule says. That's
the law that we have to, that we have to live by for
everybody. Now, if you think that the rule needs to
be changed or | aw needs to be changed, by all neans,
go to the legislator and you know, ask themto, you
know, change it. You know, that's, that's your
prerogative and you know, but the Board is really
limted in what we're allowed we can only follow the
| aw here and what the | aw says, you know, and we
can't meke deci sions based on what peopl e think
shoul d happen. W have to nmke deci sions on what
the | aw says, what the rules say. So, please
respond.

MS. | MPADUGLI A:  Okay, so what you read
back to me does not match what | have here and |'m

| ooki ng at the 413 of the 2021 code, which is what

Veritext Lega Solutions
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woul d apply.

MR. FERVIER: Are you | ooking at
subpar agraph E?

MS. | MPADUGLI A:  Yes, 413 subparagraph E.
And what | have says --

MR. FERVIER This is the 2024 edition.

MS. | MPADUGLI A:  Okay, but this didn't
happen in 2024. This happened in 2021.

MR. FERVIER:. Right? | don't have that
one, do you?

MS. | MPADUGLI A:  So, | did make a note of
t hat .

M5. KING That's a good point.

MS. | MPADUGLI A: That's why | appreciate
taking the tinme for me to respond and go through
this because | have a copy of what | read on the
board and that's what | was using to try to get a
response fromthe superintendent, but that was
consistent wwth the law, as | understood. So, it
says on here, "No person shall use photograph or
other electronic nonitoring or recording devi ce,
caneras, cellular phones, while a person is in a
polling place while voting is taking pl ace.

Provi ded, however, that a poll manager in his or her

di scretion may allow the use of photographic devices
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limtations as the el ection superintendent finds
appropriate.” And, so she first of all has the

di scretionary authority. But then it says, goes on

to say,

she cannot have the discretionary authority change.
No photograph shall be allowed of a ballot or the

face of a voting machine or DRE unit or electronic

bal | ot

bal | ot .

any elector. So, there were people in there voting.

pretty

can't take a picture of it while it's being voted.

| was not taking a picture of the nmachine. | voted
and then the paper conmes out and I don't know if al

the counties do this in Georgia, but Forsyth County,
you vote electronically on the machine with a

touchpad and when you' re done, a piece of paper

prints

scanner
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pol ling place under such conditions and

and these are things that | believe, that

mar ker while an elector is voting such a

MR. FERVIER: Well, yeah, and that neans

MS. | MPADUGLI A: Yeah, | know.
MR. FERVI ER: Yeah, | nean, that's --
much the sanme | anguage which says it --

MS. | MPADUGLI A: But, it's saying that you

out and you wal k that paper over to the
and feed it in and you never see it again.

So, what | was asking her was to take a
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pi cture of the piece of paper after | was done

voting. | wasn't by any of the machines. | wasn't
| ooki ng at any other people. | wasn't doing any of
that. It was just my paper ballot before putting it

In the scanner. So this says that, you know, you
can't take a picture of the ballot while it's being
voted. That would be on the screen.

Okay, so | wasn't trying to do that, which
I's kind of interesting because one of the nethods,
the narratives that has been out there is that votes
were flipping on the screen. People would vote for
one thing, but it would flip on screen sonething
else. So, | find it kind of interesting that you
can't even take a photo of the screen, but no
matter, that's aside fromthis, because | didn't
take a picture of the, any of the equi pnment or any
of that, Just ny piece of paper.

MS. JOHNSTON: Mari anne?

MS. | MPADUGLI A: Yes?

MS5. JOHNSTON: Did you sell your vote?
Did you take, did you show your picture to soneone
to get noney for it?

MS. | MPADUGLI A: Okay, | -- that's private
and I would never have. The reason | took the photo

was if by some chance sonething canme up later in the
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future that says, you know, if you have, like, if

t he el ection people say you have proof of, blah,

bl ah, blah, | have evidence. That's the only reason
why | took it.

MS. JOHNSTON: The reason for not all ow ng
phot ogr aphi ng of ballots is for the prevention of
buying or selling votes. Sone people m ght take a
photo of their ballot and then wal k out the door and
show sonmeone who's willing to pay themto prove that
they voted for a certain issue or candi date or
amendnent. So, that is the reason for not
phot ogr aphi ng bal | ot s.

MS. | MPADUGLI A: Ckay.

MS. JOHNSTON: Okay, well, it's, it's a
big one and it's a problemand we're all so
connected to our phones and |I'm addicted to ny phone
and -- we use the canera all the tine, and it just
seens natural. |It's great for, you know, | ooking up
your Peachtree Road Race tinme and taking a photo of
that. But, it's not okay in the voting booth
because we want to prevent buying and selling of
votes. So, it's against the statute that statute
was effective March 25th, 2021. So it is in effect
at the time for that election.

MS. | MPADUGLI A:  And again, if she had
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said that, if she had said, no, |I'mnot going to,
you can't take the pictures, you're not allowed to,
then I would say, well, why not? And if she had
said sonething like that or even anything that it
didn't have to be that exact exanple, but sonething
li ke that, | would have gone, oh, okay, and that
woul d be the end of it , but that's not what
happened.

All she kept saying was, | don't have the
authority to do that and | just have gotten to the
point where | feel |like there are people at the
| ower | evels that just either don't think it through
or don't want to think it through, or are just not,
you know, worried about it, you know, fixing it,
making it better or any --

MS. JOHNSTON: That's the reason. So, |
think we're ready to --

MR. FERVI ER: Yeah, and then sone people
don't like conflict. | nean, there's a |ot of
reasons -- this Board, though, it's inportant for
this Board to remain consistent on what we do with
t hese kind of issues and we voted on this nultiple,
multiple times on things like that and, and |ike I
said, if you feel it's necessary to change the | aw,

pl ease, you know, it's --
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MS. | MPADUGLI A: And | guess ny, the end
gane is that | would hope that you dism ss this or
at the very | east maybe nake a referral that the
superintendents get better training, better
education or better sonmething to be able to respond
when a voter does sonmething like this, you know that
it's just not intended to be, you know, invade
soneone else's privacy or to do anything |ike that.
But if there's potential for that --

MS. JOHNSTON: We're trying to help you,
the voter, protect secret ballot, your privacy, your
ability to vote freely. That's freely of your
choice w thout sonebody tw sting your arm and naki ng
you vote and prove that you voted a certain way,
Okay.

MS. | MPADUGLI A:  So there's been, there
woul d not really be a way to change that because --

MS. KING Yeah.

MS. | MPADUGLI A:  To change the | aw because
there's not a way to. Unless | can come up with an
I dea or an option, a suggestion to be able to get a
recei pt without it being sold. Then there really
woul dn' t be.

MR. FERVIER: Could be difficult.

MS. JOHNSTON: It has been said that a

Veritext Lega Solutions
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ballot is worth 40 to 200 dollars. So, it is worth
protecting the privacy of your ballot and ny ball ot
and everyone's ball ot.

MR. FERVIER: Chair is ready to entertain
a notion.

MS. | MPADUGLI A: One other thing too that

MS. JOHNSTON: | think we've heard enough
and we'd like to nove along with the neeting now.

MS. KING | was going to nake a notion
that we dismss this case but it sounds |ike being
consistent with prior it would be okay --

MS. JOHNSTON: Would you consider a letter
of instruction?

MS. KING Yeah, so I'll make the --
recommendation that we submt a letter of
I nstruction to you. Just giving you further
explanation as to why this is inportant and why you
shoul dn't take pictures of your ballot. It just the
| aw.

MR. FERVIER. Right, we have notion to
i ssue a letter of instruction.

MS. JOHNSTON: Second.

MR. FERVIER. And there's a second, any

di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all those is in
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favor of issuing of LO, letter of instruction.
Pl ease signify by saying aye.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

M5. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any di ssension? Hearing no
di ssension, the notion carries 3 to 0. Thank you
ma' am appreci ate your patience. Thanks for com ng
and giving us your side of the story. W do
appreciate it. W're going to nove back to the
cases slated for dism ssal and there were two quick
ones that Dr. Johnston had sone -- questions on and
then we'll vote on the rest of themen masse. So,
the very first one, SEB2024-211 Bryan County which
is a tab 18.

MS. JOHNSTON: M chael, you want nme to
save you a little tinme?

MR. BRUNSON: Yes.

MS. JOHNSTON: Just briefly this case is
an allegation of vote switching on the BVMD. There
was evi dence was not able to be presented to
denmonstrate that or prove that. So, it will be
reconmended to dismss it. But, | just wanted to
make a point that a problemw th BVD ballots are
that -- it's an electronic i mage of your ballot, but

as soon as you hit the conpleted or print button on
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the BMD, the image di sappears and a ball ot summary
Is printed out and so if you thought you saw
sonet hing on that BVMD, you will not be able to see
it again and no matter what you thought you saw, you
can't prove it. Now you can |ook at your ball ot
sunmary and make sure that it has who you think
you're voting for or what you're voting about. |If
you review that and al so once you put that in the
scanner, it's forever voted. |It's a counted ball ot
and you can and it's secret ballot at that point
because there's no identifying marks to it and you
can't retrieve it that way.

So, a word of caution is if a BMD ball ot
i mge cones up and you don't think it's correct,
don't let it disappear. Call the poll manager to
| ook at that inmage and address it if you think that
it's not the right ballot and once you get your
printed ballot summary, please review it before you
put it in the scanner because once it's scanned,
it'"s no longer identified as your ballot. So, M.
Chairman, | recomend that we dism ss this case.

MR. FERVIER: |I'mgoing to dism ss all of
themone tine. Let's address the other case you
have real quick and 1"'mgoing to, I wll make the

motion to dismss all the rest of them and nane
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t hem

MS. JOHNSTON: Well, there's one that |
want .

MR. FERVIER: The ot her one was SEB2024-
163 and it's nunber 32.

MS. KOTH: This is one about the third
party.

MS. JOHNSTON: Yeah.

MR. FERVIER: You want to continue? All
right, then we'll nake a nmotion to continue it,
okay.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay, SEB2024-163 pertains
to all eged fraudul ent voter registration
applications. And ny reading of this sumuary
suggests an investigation, suggests that we need
nore investigation and |'d recomend that we
continue this case.

MR. FERVIER: W have npst conti nue.
SEB2024-163. We have a second?

MS5. KING  Second.

MR. FERVI ER: Any discussion? Hearing no
di scussion. All those in favor of continuing case
SEB2024- 163 signify by saying aye.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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MR. FERVIER: Any dissension? Hearing no
di ssension, so nmoved --

MS. KOTH: This is the one where the
person whose application it was wouldn't say who her
friend was that filled out her application.

MS. JOHNSTON: Correct, | would like to
continue that case to investigate further and see if
we can determne the third the TPO that the co
wor ker was wor ki ng for.

MR. FERVIER: Ckay, the Chair is going to
exercise his right to make a notion. The Chair is
going to make a notion that cases SEB2024-211 Bryan
County, SEB2024-166 Chat ham County, SEB2021-018
Ful t on County, SEB2024-253 G ynn County, SEB2024-126
Henry County be dism ssed. 1Is there a second?

MS. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER: There's a notion and a
second. |Is there any discussion on those cases?

MS. JOHNSTON: M. Chair, did you nention
SEB2024- 166 Chat ham County?

MR. FERVI ER:  Yes.

MS. JOHNSTON: | would like that to be
hear d.

MR. FERVIER. Oh, you -- want it heard?

MS. JOHNSTON:  Yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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MR. FERVIER: Okay, then I'll revise ny
notion and ny notion is to dism ss cases SEB2024-
211, case SEB2021-018, SEB2024-253, SEB2024-126
recommendi ng all those for dismssal. |Is there a
second?

MS. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have a second. Any
di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all those in
favor of dism ssing those above naned cases signify
by sayi ng Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Dr. Johnston.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any dissent? Hearing no
di ssent, so noved. Those cases are dism ssed by
vote of 3 to O, and we'll now hear SEB2024-166.

M5. KOTH. This case was opened up when
Ms. Patty said that the arrangenents of the BMD
machi nes at the Mosquito Control polling precinct
were set up in a way that the public could see the
elector's ballot. Sent the investigator down there.
He had taken sonme photos and the BMD machi nes were
set up kind of |ike horseshoe | ooking, so if no one
was at them it would look |ike you could see

everything, but if sonmebody was standing in front of
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them you could not see anything. So no, there was
no privacy issues with the setup of the BMD
machi nes.

MS. JOHNSTON: The question were the BMDs
rearranged? They were not. So, ny issue with this
is voter privacy. |It's areally big issue for sone
people and certainly in some small counties or even
in a large county and there's a huge difference
between a 6 foot 3, 240 pound person voting in front
of a BVMD, of course you can't see the ballot. But,
a 5 foot 100 pound voter does not cover the BVMD and
does not afford that privacy and I know when it's
oftenti nes stated when the voters in front of the
BMVMD, you can't see it, but that is not true.

It's true for big people, but it's not
true for small, short, slight people and we have
this issue al nost every election where they're
arranged so that a voter wal ks in and the pol
wor kers can watch how peopl e vote or peopl e standing
in line can watch how voters are voting. So, if
anybody conpl ains about it, | think it should be
taken seriously and | think a letter of instruction
to Chat ham County woul d be in order

MR. FERVIER: Yeah, | don't disagree with

you when | was visiting polling |locations at this

Veritext Lega Solutions
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| ast el ection, probably 25 percent of themwere in
facilities that were nmuch too small for what they
were trying to do and it's all was avail able and you
had a | ot of machines that we had to nove around the
best we could to try and protect the viewpoint, but
it is a -- huge problemacross the State with
facilities. A letter of instructions seens
appropriate. You want to make a notion?

M5. JOHANSTON: M. Chairman, | make a
notion that we issue a letter of instruction to
Chat ham County. The respondents not |isted on this,
but | assunme it's Chat ham County.

MR. FERVIER:. What'd you say? |It's a
| etter of instruction. It's not a --

MS5. KOTH: They were notified that this
case was being pulled though to be discussed. Do
what ? Yeah, all the ones that were being pulled
that were dism ssals, we notified the counties with
t he SOCS.

MR. FERVI ER:  Yeah.

M5. JOHNSTON: Ckay, so | recommended
dism ssal with a letter of instruction?

MR. FERVIER: Yes, a letter of
I nstruction. Yeah, we have a notion to send a

| etter of instruction on this case. Is there a
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second?

MS. Kl NG Second.

MR. FERVI ER: We have a nobtion and a

second. Any discussion? Hearing no discuss
those in favor signify by saying aye.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved by 3 to 0. Okay, we're done
with those cases. Let's npbve on to go to SEB2021-
109 statew de deceased voter. It's tab nunmber 40.

MS. KOTH: This was one where, | don't

know, | think it was a |lady from yesterday was on

this |list where she said she was alive. W
given a list of 12 potential deceased voters

of those 12, all egation one never voted.

Al l egations 3, 4, 11 and 12 were not deceased.

Al l egation 2 was a date entry error that was
corrected. The Deceased nane was Daniel Jos
Fitzpatrick and the actual voter was Dani el
Fitzpatrick. So, they just gave credit to t
deceased voter instead of the other voter.

Al |l egations 5, 6, 9, and 10 voted

deat h. 7 and 13 were unable to be substanti

allegation 8 received credit after death. So, for 7

ion all

wer e

. Qut

eph
John
he

prior to

ated and
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Lane Reed (phonetic) shows her date of death at --
12/ 17/ 2020 el ection that showed that her absentee
bal | ot was accepted by the elections office on

12/ 29/ 2020, twelve days after her death. The

I nvesti gator contacted DeKal b County requesting a
copy of the application. They noted that the

envel ope was postmarked as bei ng processed by the
Atl anta Post office on 12/22/20. That was five days
after the death. They travel ed over to her

resi dence and | nvestigator Lebenhard (phonetic)
their card and soneone called that said Ms. Reed was
her nother. She did not give any further

I nformation.

The wonman yelled at the investigator,
refused to answer any investigations and shouted ask
the post office why it was late. She shouted that
several tinmes, told the investigator not to cone
back to her door. She hung up the phone.

Al |l egation 13 was Carl ene (phonetic). The State of
Georgi a showed her death certificate at 8/19/2020.
The check through election it shows that her
absentee ball ot was requested on 9/1/2020. This was
| i kely automatic as this was before the general

el ection and the runoff election was not known at

the this tine.
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Her ballot was received 5/21 it was 139

days after her death. The check of the election
t hat shows that her death was marked. A change was
made in Election Net on 9/1/20 by the code and a
name. But, there were changes nmade on 10/ 8/ 20,
10: 16 by anot her name and on 12/18/20 and 11:21 the
changes were made by anot her name. The investigator
| ocated the address where the absentee ballots were
sent onto Koa Circle (phonetic).

The investigator left a card on the door.
The person called himand advi sed that Carl ene was
his nother. Confirnmed that an absentee ball ot was
sent to his address automatically. He said when he
received it, he shredded it. He did not vote it.
He additionally advised that he is the only person
who |ives at that l|ocation. Don't know how that
bal | ot got back couldn't confirm

MR. FERVIER It seenms to nme that 7, 8,
and 13 are the ones that this Board needs to --

MS. KOTH: Yeah, that was 7 and 13 and
then 8 is. The investigator interviewed Daniel's
not her, Raynell (phonetic). She advised that she'd
been hel ping her son who was disabled with his
bal l ots before his death. She advised that things

were very confusing during that time and she thought
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t hat when she signed for himthat he was stil

alive. She stated that the first tinme the ball ot
was sent she was sure he was alive. She also
confirmed that the handwiting signature on both the
application and the ballot were fromher hand. So
there was evidence to suggest that Raynell viol ated
21-2-562, subsection Al.

MR. FERVIER: And in 13, it just seens to
me that. That there's sonmething there to be found
by sonebody.

MS. KOTH: That's with the Election Net
part |ike that section there, but there -- wasn't
anyt hi ng el se.

MR. FERVIER | nmean this is, Carlene
Vi nes was passed and her son was the only one who
lived in the house at the tine. And the ballot was
voted, right?

M5. KOTH:  Yes.

MR. FERVIER Yes, | would seens to ne
that those three were the appropriate to send to the
AG for further investigation. Are there any

gquestions fromthe Board on any of these? Chair

will entertain a notion on those three cases.
MS. Kl NG Yeah, | make a notion that we
send those three cases -- allegations 7, 8, and 13
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to the Attorney General's O fice.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Second.

MR. FERVIER. We have a notion that
all egations 7, 8, and 13 be sent to the AG for
further investigation. The Chair will entertain a
notion to dism ss all the other allegations. Voting
all the other ones to dismss.

MR. JEFFARES: |'Ill make that notion.

MR. FERVIER: We have a notion from Menber
Jeffares to dismiss all the other allegations.

MS. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER. W have nption to second.
Any di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all is in
favor of dism ssing all the other allegations
signify by saying aye.

MS. JOHNSTON: Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved.

MS. JOHNSTON: We didn't vote on AG

MR. FERVIER. W sent 7, 8, and 13 to the
AG.

MS. JOHNSTON: Well, we nmade a notion.

MR. FERVIER: There's a notion and a

second to send allegations 7, 8, and 13 to the
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Attorney General. Hearing no discussion all those

in favor signify by saying aye.
MS. KING Aye.
MS. JOHNSTON: Aye.

MR. FERVI ER: Any opposition? Hearing no

opposition, so noved. All right, let's got
SEB2022- 306 Bryan County, nunber 42 in your

Bryan County was supposed to respond to this

regardi ng the broken seal. W had continued this

case.

MS. KING They didn't reply. D d they?

Did they respond?

MR. FERVIER. Ckay, | didn't -- get a

response to. Alex, did we get a response that, you

know of ?
MR. BRUNSON: We'll recommend a di

on this case. It was not a violation. Thi s

of those deals where the original conplainant, or
|"m sorry, the original respondent took a photo of

t he broken seal. She demanded to be all owed to | ook

at it. Initially, someone told her she coul
Utimtely, the poll manager said, okay, [|'l

you to go look at the -- seal.

So she did, she was allowed to see the

seal . Well, the recommended statute does not cover

(0]

book.

sm ssal

was one

dn't.

| take
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average citizens. |It's only for representatives,
candi dates, et cetera and so what that neans is that
no citizen could just show up and say hey I want to
| ook at the while voting is going on | want to |ook
at your machines. She does not have that

aut hori zati on.

So, this case there's no |law that the
county violated by not allowing her initially to not
view that seal even though she saw it within m nutes
because sonebody cane and allowed her to |l ook at it
anyway. That was a discretionary act by the poll
manager. So, this case there's no violation of SEB
rule or State statute.

MR. FERVIER: But, you have a potenti al
viol ation here of -- Anastasia Knight (phonetic)
el ector.

MR. BRUNSON: Pardon ne? She got an LO.

MR. FERVIER: Ckay, that's right. W had
asked Bryan County to cone back and talk to us about
t he broken seal so --

MR. BRUNSON: But, once we | ooked at the
statute we said she had no right to demand to go see
it.

M5. KING Yeah.

MR. BRUNSON: They let her do it anyway

800.808.4958
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but it was discretionary.

MR. FERVIER: GCot it.

MR. BRUNSON: Yeabh.

MR. FERVIER: The Chair will entertain a
noti on.

MS. KING Yeah, | make a notion. W
di sm ss.

MR. FERVIER: W have notion to dismss.
Is there a second?

MR. JEFFARES: Second.

MR. FERVIER We have notion second. All
those in favor signify by saying aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Al is opposed. You can
signify by saying no.

MS. JOHNSTON:  No.

MR. FERVIER: Vote carries 3 to 1. Next
case in the agenda is SEB2022- 103 Chat ham County
failure to open poll at 7 AM it's tab nunber 44.

MS. KOTH: This case was continued from
the February it was the LO to the County and it was
conti nued on what the pole pad issue was. | believe
you received a response fromthe Secretary of State
about this.

MR. FERVIER. So, go ahead and get the
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potential violations real quick.

M5. KOTH:. The LA that was to the County

al ready?

MR. FERVIER: \Why did we continue this
t hen?

MS. KOTH. Case was continued because
there was -- you guys had wanted an expl anation

about what the poll pad issue was fromthe Secretary
of State.

MS. KOTH. | was under the inpression --

MR. FERVIER: We're going to continue this
case again until we get an answer.

M5. KOTH. Didn't you?

MR. FERVIER: Did we get an answer? OCh,
okay. All right, I"'msorry. M brain's alittle
bit of nmush right now. Yep, let ne see.

M5. KING She said it only to the
Chai r man?

MR. FERVIER: | may or may not have
forwarded it. "In response to your inquiry below I
have tal ked to our elections director in the pol
pad vendor and below is the feedback they offered.
First, it's worth noting that the check in process
during early voting in May 2022 is very different

than it is nowin May 2022 in Chat ham poll workers
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woul d have been | ooking at voters in E-net and
assigning credit for voting.

Now, counties use a cellular poll pads to
check in voters under the past E-net system \hile
It was still aware it was possible that a pol
wor ker m ght have sel ected an incorrect voter when
checki ng soneone in. According to our vendor, under
the old system the poll pad would have shown one of
the follow ng voter statuses on the initial |ookup
screen checked in a green bar indicating the voter
had been processed in the polling place on election
day and issued a green voter activation card advance
I n person a red bar indicating that based on data
provided from E-net and inported to the poll pad
system the voter had been processed by the county
duri ng advancenent in person voting.

Absent ee accepted a red bar indicating
t hat based on data provided from E-net and inported
to the pole pad system the county had accepted the
voters absentee by mail ballot. Absentee issued a
red bar indicating that based on data provided from
E-net and inported to the poll pad system the
county had issued the voter an absentee by mmi
bal | ot which had not been returned to the county.

While we don't know specifically what
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happened in this instance, it appears that when the
county conducted further investigation, it was able
to resolve the issue. Again, it's inportant to note
that to help counties avoid these kinds of m stakes
going forward, we have already -- conpletely
over haul ed the check in process since it's
occurred. "

That was sent to nme. |s that Monday the
12t h? Yeah -- Monday the 12th. We've al ready
adj udi cated this case, right?

MS. KOTH: You LO'd for the county.

MR. FERVI ER: What ?

M5. KOTH. You did an LO for the county.

MR. FERVIER. So, there's nothing left to
do on it then?

M5. KOTH: No, that was just a question
t hat was asked. That was continued for that.

MR. FERVIER: Ckay, so the question's been
answer ed?

MS5. JOHNSTON:  Yes --

MR. FERVIER. Alex is forwarding that to
you all now. Let's go to SEB2021-160. City of
Cut hbert, illegal canpaigning.

M5. KING So, we're com ng back to this

or sonething? W' re comng back to that we're just

800.808.4958
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let. \What are we doing with this?

MR. FERVIER. Well, there was -- no action
to be taken. It's just a question to be asked on of
the Secretary of State O fice.

MS. KING  Okay.

MR. FERVIER: The City of Cuthbert,

i 11 egal canpaigning is nunber 46.

M5. KOTH. This case was for ill egal
canpaigning. G no Carreras (phonetic) advised that
t he respondent, Bobby Jenkins drove to the poll with
canpai gn signs on his vehicle. G no stated that he,
his supporters and ot her candi dates were canpai gni ng
across the street fromthe polling | ocation. Around
2: 30 PM anot her candi date, Bobby Jenkins |eft the
canpai gning area and drove his wife to the polling
| ocation across the street and within the 150 foot
rule, G no gave a list of three witnesses and the
i nvestigator was able to speak to two of them who
col | aborated the story.

One said | ate norning when G no said 2:30
in the afternoon, that was the only discrepancy.

The third witness never responded to the
conmuni cati on attenpts.
MR. FERVIER: This was confirned by two

w t nesses that occurred?

800.808.4958
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M5. KOTH: Yeah, he called Bobby, who
referred himto an attorney and the attorney said,
we're not going to speak with you unless you show us
evi dence.

MR. FERVIER: The attorney said what?

MS. KOTH. He had nothing to say unl ess
they could prove with evidence that his client did
that, they weren't going to respond to it and there
was no surveillance caneras. So, this was a
potential violation due to the w tnesses.

MR. FERVIER: You spoke with the
W t nesses?

M5. KOTH. He investigated it.

MR. FERVIER  You found themto be
bel i evabl e?

MS. KOTH: He did.

MR. FERVIER: He did --

MS. KOTH. Attorney because they woul dn't
cooperate unless they showed him - -

M5. KING Yeah, I'll make a notion that
we send a letter of reprimnd.

MR. FERVIER. W have a notion to issue a
|l etter of reprimand. |Is there a second?

MR. JEFFARES: Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have npotion to second.
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Any di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all is in
favor, signify by saying aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. JEFFARES: Aye.

MR. FERVI ER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved. Go to SEB2021-034 Hancock
County -- tab 60. Let ne ask the Board before we
get started. Let's go forward with SEB2021-034.

MR. BRUNSON: This is a conplaint fromthe
conpl ai nant, Nancy Stevens, regarding the Novenber
2020 general election. So -- there's four different
al l egations that she made. We only substanti ated
the third one. So, the first she said that a
i ndi vi dual by the name of Marion Warren had a tent
set up at the skating rink/youth center. Polling
| ocation | ocated at 12560 Augusta Hi ghway in Sparta,
Georgia and he was passing out free food and she
clainmed that they were asking for information on how
el ectors voted. There was al so concerns about the
| ocation of the tents, that they should have been
noved further back fromthe polling |ocation. You
want to just go through the whole and then go
through the first or you want to just read all four
of themoff at one tinme one after the other?

MR. FERVI ER: Just read them all four off

Veritext Lega Solutions
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qui ckly.

MR. BRUNSON: Ckay, all right, her second
conplaint was a canmera | ocated at the skating rink/
youth center polling |location |ocated that same
| ocation that | just nmentioned was turned on and
could nonitor voters while casting their ballots.

Her third one was, the canmera nonitoring
t he dropbox at the board office was mal functi oning.
Her fourth conplaint was, student volunteers were
handl i ng nenory cards, delivering themto the
skating rink precinct and a chain of custody was not
conpl et ed.

So for the first allegation, we didn't
have any evidence to indicate that that's what this
I ndi vi dual was doing. She was just basing it off of
her own opinion. The investigator spoke with M.
Warren, he was beyond 150 feet. He said that
soneone, he often does conmmunity events and he was
handi ng out food at that |ocation. So, we didn't
find any evidence to indicate that he viol ated code.

The second one, regarding the canera,
Nancy Stevens, even herself, the actual conpl ai nant,
stated | ater that the canera could only record
voters comng in and not casting their vote. So she

-- basically handled that one for us herself. The
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third one was the one that was stained. Apparently
t he canera that was supposed to be nonitoring the
dropbox mal functioned. |IT had to step in and nake
sonme fixes to that canera. She did, apparently she
did a, | think she was trying to do an open records
request and they didn't have it and that's how it
was di scovered and so ultimtely that was the
violation and at the tine there was no State statute
that covered drop boxes. However, there was a SEB
rule, Rule 183-1-14-0.6-.14 regardi ng secure
absentee ball ot drop boxes that was violated in this
particul ar case.

The fourth allegation was unsubstanti at ed
and then unfortunately though, he asked for the
chain of custody forns and it was beyond the two
year holding requirenments. So, they didn't have

t hose forns but they vehenently denied that kids

were handling. | don't know where that, well, it
cane from | guess to conplainant it, but we
couldn't prove that -- was occurring.

So, that's the whole gist of the case and
the violation is, as | stated in allegation three
with the canera not being on that dropbox. The
absentee bal |l ot dropbox.

MR. FERVI ER: Because the nmmal functi on,
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right, the canera?

MR. BRUNSON: Mal function, yeah, they
fixed it, obviously .

MS5. KING They have fixed it?

MR. BRUNSON: Yeah, oh, yeah. They fixed

it then.

MS. KING  Ckay.

MR. FERVIER: Dealing wth over 20,000
caneras countrywide. I'ma little sensitive to that
i ssue.

MS. JOHNSTON: M chael, did they provide
the video to the conpl ai nant?

MR. BRUNSON: Open records request?

MS. JOHNSTON:  Yes.

MR. BRUNSON: | don't know if we asked for
t hat .

MR. FERVIER: The Chair would entertain a
notion on this case.

MR. BRUNSON: That wasn't part of her
conpl ai nt though. Open records request, that's
just, it's just that the canmera wasn't functioning.
VWhich -- wasn't the requirenent.

MS. JOHNSTON: It wasn't a requirenment to
function?

MR. FERVI ER: The canera wasn't
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functioning as required.

MR. BRUNSON: That was a violation of the
law. The rule, I'msorry.

MR. FERVI ER: Yeah.

MS. JOHNSTON: Got cha.

M5. KING Well, they since fixed it.
They fix it imrediately.

MR. BRUNSON: It was fixed within two
days.

MS. KING Okay, | recomrend that we send
thema letter of instruction.

MR. FERVIER. W have a notion to issue a
|l etter of instruction on allegation nunber three.
Are you making a notion to dism ss the other ones?

MS. KING Yes.

MR. FERVIER  And, dismi ss the other
allegations. |s there a second?

MR. JEFFARES: Second.

MR. FERVIER W have notion to second.
| ssue a LA on violation nunber three and di sm ss
the others. Any discussion? All those in favor
signify by saying aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. JEFFARES: Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any opposition? Hearing no
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opposition, so noved 3-0. W're going to hear this
one Henry County case because they're not a
respondent on it. So ,it's SEB2023-064. Rick, do
you want to?

MR. JEFFARES: [|'ll take a second.

MR. FERVIER: Ckay, we're going to hear
two of them There's one other one, we'll hear them
both. Ckay, 2023-064, 62. This is sinply another
case where a individual drove his.

MR. BRUNSON: Yes, it is --

MR. FERVI ER: Vol kswagen Atlas within 150
feet --

MR. BRUNSON: I n al nbst every respect to
the one we heard yesterday.

MR. FERVIER. It was verified through
vi deo surveillance?

MR. BRUNSON:  Yep.

MS. KING So, he was there?

MR. FERVI ER:  Yes.

MS. KING  Okay.

MR. FERVIER. Did he have sonething on his

vehi cl e?

3

BRUNSON: What's that?

3

FERVIER. Did he have sonething on his

vehi cl e?
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MR. BRUNSON: Yes, so and this one, let's
see.

MR. FERVIER: Ckay, Chair will make a
nmoti on.

MS. KING | make a notion that we send
this to the Attorney General's O fice or letter of
reprimand, letter of reprimnd.

MR. FERVIER: W have notion to issue a
|l etter of reprimand on this case. Do we have a
second?

MS. JOHNSTON: Second.

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion to second.
Any di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all those in
favor, signify by saying aye.

MS. JOHNSTON: Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVI ER.  Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, notion carries 3 to 0. Let's go back
and finish this one of the Henry County. Wit a
m nute, no, they're involved in that one, never
mnd. Al right, 2021-178 Oconee County. That's
nunber 68.

MR. BRUNSON: Ckay, this is a situation in
whi ch an individual stole the previous tenant's

I dentity and used her information to obtain a voter
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ID card. She was ultimtely arrested, prosecuted,
and actually sentenced. However, the adm nistrative
charges and the violation of State statute regarding
fal se registration and the respondent is Cheryl
Chase (phonetic), is OCGA 21-2-561 false

regi stration, she registered as an el ector under a
nanme that was not her own and gave false information
whi |l e regi stering.

MR. FERVI ER: She's al ready been
pr osecut ed?

MR. BRUNSON: Correct.

MR. FERVIER: Crimnally prosecuted?

MR. BRUNSON: Yes.

MR. FERVIER: We're looking at a civil
viol ation here then --

MR. BRUNSON: She did, yeah this is about
check cash and fraud, so. But ultimtely, we're
just dealing with the election --

MR. FERVIER:. We're dealing with the
el ection --

M5. KING Yeah --

MR. BRUNSON: In obtaining that I D of the
previous tenant in order to commt the crinme of
fraud that she conmmtted | ater and was prosecuted.

MR. FERVIER. |If there's no questions, the

800.808.4958
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Board woul d consi der a notion.

M5. KING Yeah, | make a notion. W send
this one to the Attorney General's Ofice.

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion -- to send
this to AG |Is there a second?

MS. JOHNSTON: Second.

MR. FERVIER W have notion to second.
Any di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all those in
favor, signify by saying aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved, by 3 to 0. Next one is
SEB2021-144 City of Richland early voting. |It's
nunber 69.

M5. KOTH: This conplaint cane in froma
M. Ross and also a self report fromthe City of
Ri chl and and advised that the city did not have
early voting for two Saturdays, just the one
Saturday. M. Hudson, the el ection supervisor,
advised it was a msinterpretation of the anended
Senate bill and after a call with their Election
Board added a Sunday to early voting October 24th,
and they still had early voting on Saturday the

23rd. Ms. Hudson advi sed that the voter turnout for

800.808.4958
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Oct ober 24th that Sunday was approximtely 8 to 12
el ectors, which matched typical voter turnout for
early voting and she said they didn't receive any
conpl aints regarding not being able to vote on

Oct ober 16t h.

Sufficient evidence to show that Alfreda
Hudson and the Stewart County Board of El ections
vi ol ated OCGA 21-2-385, subsection D1B, procedure
for voting by absentee ballot, and 21-2-385
subsection D1B3, when the dates, tines, and
| ocations of the ability of advanced voti ng were not
publ i shed 14 days prior to the beginning of the
advanced voting peri od.

MR. FERVIER If the Board -- wants to do
anyt hing besides a dismssal or LO, | would
recommend that we continue this case and allow them
to respond to it, since --

MS. JOHNSTON: M. Chair, the popul ation
of Stewart County, Georgia is 4,674. | think having
m ssed one day of early voting, but having
substituting another day on a weekend day for early
voting is -- quite sufficient for an election in
Stewart County, |'d recomend di sm ssal .

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion to dism ss

this case.

800.808.4958
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M5. KING Well, |I do have a question
about, | nmean, they didn't notify themin tinme of

t he change, right?

MR. FERVIER: That's right that's the
second violations it didn't notify themfor --

MS. KING They weren't notified of that
new date.

MS. KOTH. Well, they couldn't do the 14
days because they were already in the 14 days of
early voting. To add that day woul d have been
i mpossible to hit the 14 day.

M5. KING How nmany days did they give
t henf

MS. KOTH. When they realized they'd made
a mstake, | nmean, it was put out there. That's how
t hey had people voting, but it just wasn't within
t he 14 days because they didn't catch it until then.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay.

MR. FERVIER. Wbuld you consider an LO
I nstead?

M5. KING | like the LO because going
forward, just can't decide we're going to change
this in the mddle of the election. | think it sets
precedent and if it happens with a bigger county, |

t hi nk, you know, we can't dism ss theirs.
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MR. FERVIER: Wbuld you wi thdraw a notion?

M5. JOHNSTON: 1"l w thdraw ny notion.

MS. KING | make a notion we send them a
| etter of instruction.

MR. FERVIER: We have notion to send a
| etter of instruction, do we have a second?

MR. JEFFARES: Second.

MR. FERVIER:. W have npotion to second.
Any di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all those in
favor sending a letter of instruction, please
signify by saying aye.

MR. JEFFARES: Aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Any opposition? Did you
vot e?

MS. JOHNSTON: Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Mdtion carries 3 to O.
We're down to our |ast two next one's SEB2021-176
Screven County. Nunber 71, Screven County. | got
all the hard nanes right.

M5. KOTH. Okay, 21-176, Screven County.
The investigations received a conplaint alleging
that Screven County Registrar and the Registrar's
O fice does not maintain courthouse office hours

Monday through Friday from8 to 5. The
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I nvestigation centered on the Screven County
Registrar's Ofice, whether it remined open to the
public during those tinmes. Interviews with the
court house personnel to include the Screven County
Probate Court Judge, County Clerk, and Superi or
Court County Manager and the fornmer el ection
supervisor indicated that it had been comopn
know edge as well as having personally w tnessed the
of fice being closed during the normal course of the
wor kday. The registrar acknow edged - -

MR. FERVI ER: Excuse ne, does anybody need
to hear anything else about this? No, the Chair
will entertain a notion.

MS. JOHNSTON: Hang on.

MR. FERVIER: You have questions?

MS. JOHNSTON: |s anyone here from Screven
County?

MR. FERVI ER:  No.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay, looking into this.
This supervisor is nowretired. She's 86 years old.
She was the only enployee in this office. | beg the
question of how would she go to the restroom or eat
| unch or go to a doctor's visit without having to
put a note on the door and provide a phone nunber

whi ch apparently in the statenent by the Probate
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Judge and two other interviewees said that she did.

There's one person that was interviewed
t hat had negative things to say which are not really
docunented. They're just hearsay and this woman was
president of Gabrielle a couple of years ago, which
makes me think that she was highly regarded in the
el ection supervisor circuit. So, | would reconmend
that we kindly dismss this case.

MR. FERVIER: W have a notion to dism ss
this case or a second?

MS. JOHNSTON: Second.

MR. FERVIER. W have nption to second.
Any di scussion? Hearing no discussion, all those in
favor, signify by saying aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MS. JOHNSTON: Aye.

MR. FERVI ER.  Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved, case is disnm ssed. Next one's
SEB2021- 116 Toonbs County, it's nunmber 73.

MR. BRUNSON: All right, so this conpl aint
I's regarding the July 13th, 2021 special election
runoff in Toonmbs county and we received a conpl ai nt
regarding this, indicating that Toonbs County had a
problemwi th their polling pads not encoding the

voter access cards. They did not have enough
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enmergency ballots on hand. A tech had to -- reboot
t he poll pass, get themup and running, and the pol
managers did not know how to manually create a
bal | ot on the BMD.

So, ultimately our investigation reveal ed
that basically they weren't doing the training that
t hey needed to and they did not have sufficient
energency ballots. Once the investigator went
there, he actually quizzed them and asked t hem and
he -- that none of them knew what energency ballots
were, et cetera and as he dug into it alittle nore,
Ms. Ali Good, | believe her nanme is from Toonbs
county, basically said that they only had two
el ection training sessions in 2021.

So, based on the investigation, it
suggests that Toonmbs County Board of Elections and
Regi stration and Carrie Alli Good violated OCGA 21-
2-099 instructions of poll officers and workers and
el ection procedures and there's al so evi dence that
suggests that they violated SEB Rule 183-1-12.11 sub
2 sub C conducting elections they did not have the
appropri ate amount of energency ballots on hand.
Yeah, Alli Good, yes. A-L-L-I GOOD

MR. FERVIER: They were notified to show

up for this, Alexandra? If we were going to take

Veritext Lega Solutions
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any substantial action. | would recommend that we
continue this case and see if they will show up at

the next neeting and if they don't show up, then
we'll be forced to take whatever actions.

MS. JOHNSTON: Ckay.

MR. FERVIER: Necessary. |Is there a
notion to continue this case?

MS. JOHNSTON: 1'Il nake it.

MR. FERVIER: |Is there a second?

MS. KING  Second.

MR. FERVIER. All those in favor, signify
by sayi ng aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

MR. FERVIER: This case is continued, 3 to
0. GCkay, we have -- four Henry County cases where
Henry County was notified and they showed up
yesterday and we're not able to make it today.
These cases are SEB2020- 296, SEB2023-073, SEB 2024-
022 and SEB2024-092. | would recommend that we
conti nue those cases and allow them an opportunity
to show up next time. They did show up this tine.
They just weren't able to cone the second day and we
can put themfirst in the agenda next time if we

need to or put themup in the agenda nmake sure that
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we cognizant of time. The Chair will entertain a
notion on that.

MS. JOHNSTON: So npved.

MR. FERVIER: There is a notion to
continue the foll ow ng naned cases. SEB2020- 296,
SEB2023- 073, SEB2024-022, and SEB2024-092. W have
noti on second, all those in favor signify by saying
aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

MR. FERVI ER: Any opposition? Hearing no
opposition, so noved.

MS5. JOHANSTON: M. Chair.

MR. FERVI ER:  Yes.

MS. JOHNSTON: Just like to say a word of
thanks to the investigators for the cases that we
heard over the last two days that have been quite
timely and nore recent than | think, which | very
much appreciate. It really inproves the
I nvestigati on and evidence being able to be
presented and | think it eases the burden of our job
as far as making a decision such that the statutes
are current, the equi pnent is being used as being
descri bed, and that we can properly hear these cases

for the voters and the el ecti on workers.
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MS. KING Yeah, thank you.

M5. JOHNSTON: Thank you very nuch.

MR. FERVI ER: Yes, thank you. Yes.

MR. BRUNSON: Chair, | just have one
questi on.

FERVI ER:  Yes.

MR. BRUNSON: If | may, and thank you,
but. 150. 2021-150. D d we skip that --

MR. FERVI ER: 1507

MR. BRUNSON: Yes --

MR. FERVIER  150. W dism ssed that --

MS. KING Yeah, | think we dism ssed that
one --

MS. JOHNSTON: There's two 150s --

MR. FERVIER: We dism ssed --

MS. KING Oh, no, this is --

MR. FERVIER: | have 2021-150. Di sm ssed
al |l egati on nunmber one. Dismssed, 3 to O allegation
nunber one.

MR. BRUNSON: Eight allegations on that
conpl ai nt, so, yes.

MR. FERVIER: Yeah, we just dealt with
al l egati on one. Yeah -- we continued the others on
that. That was -- a Henry County too, right? |
know we tal ked about it because we --

Veritext Legal Solutions
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MR. BRUNSON: It's a |long case. | nean,
it's a lot of allegations --

MS. KING And, they're all substantiate.

MR. FERVIER: | know we tal ked about it
because --

MR. BRUNSON: | nean, but it's up to you,
of course.

MR. FERVIER: Well, I know we di sm ssed
al l egation nunber. | have, dism ssing allegation

nunber one.

MS. KING Yeah, let's see if they'll conme
in. Some of the respondents, they nmay.

MR. FERVIER. Al right we had three other
t hings on the agenda. Four of the things to --
Di scussi on of the proposed rule has been continued
at the request of the petitioner. Executive
session, there's no need for that, so we'll take
that off the agenda.

MS5. KING Can we al so continue the Rules
Comm ttee discussion? As I'mstill, | have one
ot her person |I'mthinking about.

MR. FERVIER: Well -- we're not going to
put people on today. M reason for bringing this up
Is that Dr. Johnston and | have had nmultiple

conversations about formng a rules commttee and
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with the thought of allowing all parties to have a
voi ce in upcomng rules and ny thought was that we
woul d have the Board, each Board Menber, be able to
pl ace two people on that rules commttee and we'd
li ke to see a conbination of, you know, election
directors. W'd like to see a legislator two, if we
can get themon there. W'd like to see, you know,
citizens and -- sonme attorneys, sone election
attorneys to where we can send rules, if we feel
it's necessary to this commttee and have them vet
it and snmoboth it out before it gets conmes before
this full Board for hearing.

MR. JEFFARES: How often they going to
meet ?

MR. FERVIER: Well, it will be whatever
the need is. And we'll, the Chair wll be of the
commttee. They'll vote on their Chairman and these
Board, | feel |ike our Board Menbers should be able
to nonitor it as they feel necessary. But, if this
Board woul d agree to allow Dr. Johnston and | to
nove forward with that and get that set up, and we
will inquire with each of you as to -- what two
menbers you'd like to put on the commttee
yoursel ves and so if the Board woul d nake a notion

to formthe rules commttee and allow Dr. Johnston
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and | to work towards that, then we'll proceed down
t hat road, so.

MS5. KING So noved.

MR. FERVIER: So, we have -- a notion from
menber Jeffares to formthe rules commttee. and we
have a second from Menber King to formthe rul es
committee with and Dr. Johnston. and I will work

together. All those in favor, signify by saying

aye.
MS. KING Aye.
MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.
MR. FERVIER: Vote carries, 4 to 0. The
| ast item on the agenda today is to adjourn. Is

there a notion to adjourn?

MS. KING So npoved.

MR. FERVIER: W have npotion to adjourn.
s there a second?

MS. JOHNSTON: Second.

MR. FERVIER: All those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

MS. KING Aye.

MS. JOHNSTON:  Aye.

MR. JEFFARES: Aye.

MR. FERVIER: Aye, notion carries, 4 to O.

Thank you all for attending.
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(Proceedi ngs ended at 3:01 p.m)
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIPTIONIST

I, Brandon Diaz, CER, a Legal Transcriptionist do

hereby certify:

That the foregoing is a complete and true
transcription of the original digital audio recording
of the testimony and proceedings captured in the
above-entitled matter. As the transcriptionist, I
have reviewed and transcribed the entirety of the
original digital audio recording of the proceeding to
ensure a verbatim record to the best of my ability.

I further certify that I am neither attorney
for nor a relative or employee of any of the parties
to the action; further, that I am not a relative or
employee of any attorney employed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcome of this matter.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand

this 31st day of May, 2025.

Jhﬂﬂc&ﬂ_ﬂiﬂ—

Brandon Diaz, CER
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CERTIFICATE OF DIGITAL REPORTER

I, Michael King, a Digital Reporter and Notary

public within the State of Georgia, do hereby certify:

That on May 14th, 2025 I digitally reported the
proceedings had and the evidence given, together with
the objections of counsel thereto, and that said
testimony was accurately captured with annotations by me

during the proceeding, taken at said time and place.

I further certify that I am not related to any of
the parties to this action by blood or marriage and that

I am in no way interested in the outcome of this matter.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand the

15th day of May, 2025.

Michael King 5

Notary Commission Georgia/W-00526283
Commission Expires: October 6th, 2025
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Georgia Code
Title 9, Chapter 11

Article 5, Section 9-11-30

(e) Review by witness; changes; signing.

If requested by the deponent or a party before
completion of the deposition, the deponent shall
have 30 days after being notified by the officer
that the transcript or recording is available in
which to review the transcript or recording and, if
there are changes in form or substance, to sign a
statement reciting such changes and the reasons
given by the deponent for making them. The officer
shall indicate in the certificate prescribed by
paragraph (1) of subsection (f) of this Code
section whether any review was requested and, 1if
so, shall append any changes made by the deponent
during the period allowed. If the deposition is not
reviewed and signed by the witness within 30 days
of its submission to him or her, the officer shall
sign it and state on the record that the deposition
was not reviewed and signed by the deponent within
30 days. The deposition may then be used as fully
as though signed unless, on a motion to suppress

under paragraph (4) of subsection (d) of Code




Section 9-11-32, the court holds that the reasons
given for the refusal to sign require rejection of

the deposition in whole or in part.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted




fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.




